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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo*  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

Although  average  figures  for  the  weather  during  December  are  close  to 
normal,  there  was  more  than  the  usual  amount  of  variability.  More  than  24 
inches  of  snow  fell  during  the  storm  of  the  29th-30th,  on  the  second  day  of 
which  the  B.O.S.  took  its  Christmas  Bird  Count,  December  produced  an 
additional  locality  record  for  Boreal  Chickadee,  a  specimen  of  Bohemian  Waxwing, 
and  a  Dickcissel  at  a  feeding  station*  The  invasion  by  Evening  and  Pine 
Grosbeaks  continued  to  develop.  Other  trends  of  the  season  and  items  of  interest 
are  indicated  in  the  Christmas  Count  comments,  -  Harold  H,  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum 
of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  Pork, 


ALBERT  R.  MANN 

library; 


Feb  1 9  1962 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S,,  196 l) ,  has  been  received  and  placed 
in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Loon 

Dec, 

5L 

1  Hamburg 

Brockner 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

n 

17  L 

1  Athol  Springs 

Able 

Great  Blue  Heron 

M 

27 

1  Celeron 

Pillsbury 

n 

27 

1  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Able 

Whistling  Swan 

n 

10 

4  Grand  Island 

Freitag,  Freund 

ii 

27 , 29L 

22,12  Chautauqua  Lake 

Potter  rep.  Pillsbury 

Canada  Goose 

it 

2 

300  0ak  Orchard 

Brockner 

n 

27  L 

1  Chautauqua  Lake 

Potter  rep.  Pillsbury 

Pintail 

ii 

2 

100  Oak  Orchard 

Brockner 

it 

25 

12  Niagara  Falls 

Able 

Green-winged  Teal 

ii 

3 

1  Lewiston  area 

Klabundes 

ti 

9 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

ii 

10 

1  Grand  Island 

Freitag,  Freund 

(l) 
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Green-winged  Teal  Dec. 

23,25 

2,1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Freitag 

American' Widgeon 
Sharp- sh.  Dawk 

it 

17-28 

1-6  Niagara  Falls 

Able,  Freitag  et  al 

it 

14 

1  Town  of  Barre 

Listman  rep.  Schaffner 

Cooper 1 s  Hawk 

ti 

5 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

n 

14 

1  Town  of  Barre 

Listman  rep.  Schaffner 

it  • 

28 

1  Grand  Island 

Freitag 

Red-sh.  Hawk 

Dec; 

8 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

Dec. 

22 

1  Angola 

Able 

Rough- 1.  Hawk 

Dec. 

3,17 

8,8  Lake  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes 

J! 

8 

4  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

n  23 

(all  in  one 

20  Lockport 

field;  feeding  on  mice) 

Lehrer 

Marsh  Hawk 

Dec. 

28 

3  Grand  Island 

Mitchell  et  al 

it 

31 

3  Port  Colbourne,  Ont. 

Salisbury s 

Turkey 

n 

13 

1  New  Oregon  Rd, ,  Town  of 
North  Collins 

Stier  rep*  Bourne 

American  Coot 

11 

31 

1  Miller's  Creek,  Ont. 

Salisbury s,  Dorst 

Killdeer 

11 

3 

11  Fort  Erie  to  Point 

Abino,  Ont. 

Able  et  al 

tt 

9 

7-8  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Able,  Thompson  et  al 

11 

10 

1  Queenston,  Ont. 

Salisbury s 

Glaucous  Gull 

15 

26F 

1  Squaw  Island,  Buffalo 

Andrle,  Thill 

* Ice lan a  Gull 
(L.  er.kumlieni) 

tl 

28F 

1  Niagara  Gorge 

Mitchell  et  al 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

11 

22 

500  Svangola  State  Park 

Schaffner,  Able 

tt 

28 

150  Niagara  Gorge 

Mitchell  et  al 

Little  Gull 

11 

10  >24 

1,1  Queenston,  Ont. 

Salisbury s,  Dorst 

Common  Tern 

«  3L 

(immature) 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Rosche  et  al 

Mourning  Dove 

Dec. 

3 

14  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes 

it 

23 

50  Wilson 

Lehrer 

Snowy  Owl 

tt 

2 

2  LaSalle  Park,  Buffalo 

Axtells 

ti 

25 

1  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Salisburys 

it 

28 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont, 

Mitchell  et  al 

Long- eared  Owl 

it 

9,27 

1,3  Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

Able 

ti 

9 

4  Corwin 

Lehrer 

tt 

28 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

Short-eared  Owl 

it 

17 

3  Wilson 

Lehrer 

n 

28 

11  Grand  Island 

Mitchell  et  al 

tt 

31 

5  Port  Colborne,  Ont, 

Salisburys 

Saw- whet  Owl 

it 

3 

1  Youngstown  Cemetery 

3  near  St*  Catharines,  Ont. 

Klabundes 

tt 

16 

Dorst,  Hawes 

it 

31 

1  Font-hill,  0nto 

Salisburys 

Yellow- sh.  Flicker  " 

18 

4  Town  of  Batavia 

Buckland 

(many  additional  records  of  single  birds 
confined  to  Ontario  Plain) 

;  mostly 

Red-b,  Woodpecker 

Dec. 

1-31 

1  Town  of  Batavia 

Buckland 

Y  e 1 . -b.  Sap  sue ker 

it 

1-17L 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Heilborn 

Black-c.  Chickadee  n 

23 

40  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Freitag 

Boreal  Chickadee 

it 

1-15 

1  Pavilion 

Annabal 

n 

2 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

22 

1  Hamburg 

Able,  Schaffner 

Tufted  Titmouse 

tt 

1-31 

1  Williamsville 

Wendlings 

it 

1-20 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

it 

17 

2  Youngstown  Cemetery 

Klabundes 

(2) 


t 
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Noteworthy  Records  (con*t) 

Tufted  Titmouse 

Dec. 

22 

1  Evans 

Schaffner,  Able 

V/  inter  Wren 

it 

3 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

Carolina  Wren 

tt 

1-31 

2  Springbrook 

Danner 

Hermit  Thrush 

n 

6 

1  Lakewood 

Bowman  rep.  Beal 

Bohemian  W amine 

n 

2 

1  Lyndonville 

Smiths,  Mitchell  et 

(bird  died  after  flying  into  picture  window;  specimen  now 

in' Buffalo  Museum  of  Science) 

Cedar  Waxwing 

Dec. 

2 

34  Lyndonville 

Brockner 

u 

17 

65  Lewiston  area 

Klabundes 

(maximum  counts  for  month;  many  smaller  flocks  scattered 

throughout  the  region) 

Northern  Shrike 

Dec. 

1-31 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont, 

Axtells 

n 

2 

1  Lyndonville 

Brockner 

ii 

3 

1  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes 

n 

3 

1  Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

Able  et  al 

u 

16 

1  near  North  Java 

Rose he 

it 

17 

1  Youngstown  Cemetery 

Klabundes 

ii 

20 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

it 

29 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

ii 

30 

1  Decew  Falls,  Ont. 

Salisbury s 

ii 

31 

1  Fon thill,  Ont. 

Salisbury  s 

Myrtle  Warbler 

n 

b-17 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

ft 

2 

2  lyndonville 

Lehrer 

* 

ii 

3 

5  near  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont, 

Rew,  Rathbun 

E.  Meadowlark 

ti 

9 

25  Nye  Road,  Ont. 

Thompson  et  al 

ii 

28 

24  St,  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

ii 

25 

4  Fonthill,  Ont. 

Salisbury s 

Rusty  Blackbird 

n 

3 

1  near  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont, 

Rew,  Rathbun 

Common  Crackle 

ii 

1-31 

5  William sville 

Wendlings 

n 

1-25 

1-2  Niagara  Falls 

Heilborns 

it 

1-16 

4  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Brown- h*  Cowbird 

n 

25 

100  Thor old,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

*Dickcissel 

n 

2-10 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont, 

Axtells  et  al 

(immature  male) 

Evening  Grosbeak 

Dec, 

1-31 

7-8  Hamburg 

Bourne 

ti 

2 

2  William  sville 

Wendlings 

it 

7 

38  Springville 

Mitchell 

n 

9-31 

5-50  Hamburg 

Avery 

it 

9,16 

20  Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Rosche 

ti 

10 

2  Hamburg 

Able 

it 

16 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

n 

17-29 

4  Springbrook 

Danner 

ti 

22 

3  Thorold,  Ont. 

Salisbury s 

ii 

23,24 

5,2  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Pine  Grosbeak 

ti 

3 

8  Hiram  Lake 

Rochester,  Ramsdell 

ii 

3 

4  Youngstown  Cemetery 

Klabundes 

it 

3 

2-5  Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

Able,  Rew  et  al 

ii 

4 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

n 

6 

10  Jamestown-Black  sville 

Pillsbury 

area 

ii 

9 

6-8  Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

Able,  Rew  et  al 

it 

9 

5  Java  Lake  Bog 

Rosche 

n 

16 

1  Gerry 

Beal,  Magnuson 

(see 

i  note: 

Vol.  27,  u.  115) 

Common  Redpoll 

Dec. 

2 

8  Lyndonville 

Lehrer 
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Common  Redpoll  Dec,  3 

2  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Schaffher  et  al 

"  9 

2  Corwin 

Lehrer 

"  28 

5  Niagara-onr- the- Lake, Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Pine  Siskin 

"  5,12,30 

3-10  Fluvanna 

Swanson  rep.  Pillsbury 

Field  Sparrow 

"  3 

3  Abino  Hills,  Ont. 

Rew,  Rathbun 

n  3 

1  near  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rew,  Rathbun 

"  9 

3  Corwin 

Lehrer 

"  23 

3  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Salisbury,  Dorst 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

n  3 

1  near  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rew,  Rathbun 

"  9,31 

1,1  Corwin,  Newfane 

Lehrer 

"  15 

2  Town  of  Barre 

Listman  rep, S chaff ner 

"  20 

1  Jamestown 

Pillsbury 

"  25 

1  Fonthill,  Ont. 

Salisbury s 

Swamp  Sparrow 

"  2 

*  1  Oak  Orchard 

Brockner 

Snow  Bunting 

"  17,21 

6,20  LaSalle  Park,  Buffalo 

Freitag  et  al 

"  27 

25  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Able 

"  28 

200  Fredonia 

Ski liman  rep. Pillsbury 

11  28 

12  Hamburg 

Bourne 

"  31 

14  Westfield 

Mitchell 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded:  267 
Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  ~2 
Total  for  1961:  269 


STATI SH  Cl  AL1S '  NOTES 

1.  Would' those  fortunate  enough  to  find  dead  specimens  of  noteworthy 
birds,  please  turn  in  the  record  in  writing,  even  though  they  may 
have  donated  the  bird  to  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science? 


CHRISTMAS  BIRD  COUNTS  IN  B.O.S.  TERRITORY 


The  following  pages  present  the  results  of  five  Christmas  Bird  Counts 
taken  within  the  boundaries  of  the  B.0..S,  Study  Area,  December  30,  1961 
thru  January  1,  1962,  as  submitted  by  the  Compilers  for  each  count.  The 
Editor  acknowledges,  with  appreciation,  the  support  of  these  groups  and 
individuals  for  making  this  first  attempt  to  consolidate  local  Christmas 
Count  data  a  success:  The  Peninsula  Field  Naturalists'  Club,  Mr.  Bert  Lowe, 
President  (St.  Catharines,  Ont.  Count);  The  Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Pillsbury,  Compiler;  The  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  (Hamburg-East 
Aurora  Count);  Dr.  Stephen  W,  Eaton  (Olean  Count).  The  table  is  adapted 
from  those  published  in  past  years  by  the  Hamilton  Naturalists'  Club, 


(4) 


(d 


•r  f 


. .  r , 

.  .  » . 


* 


<  i 


i 


•  f  j  • 


f’2. 

2  ..tnQ 

*  o 

<:.zrcic--' 

2 

v 

c 

\ 

:  - 

vB 

•  TT-V'.T’Vi 

6x^ 

or, 

, x.:' .  drixo-* 

« • 
c. 

r 

,,  r 

, 

e 

■j* 

;:T\no& 

r» 

0 

vl  . 

f  <  ‘Z. 

.f  ,  *» 

,  J.  :  »  ...  rx:  *.  V  J.  r  -  , %  • 

C-v* 

T»'j  J 

.  i  :.•■ 

i 

i-c-i 

.  •  t  ■ 

■  %I 

ic. 

5  yjiQ  '..o  ii’.rc/C 

S  ' 

p  r 
... 

C  -V 

iT.Xo.:-; 

r 

s' )«:  • 

•'  V-# 

r  r  • 

•-  H  *  J  J..  •.)»-  •’ 

r 

po 

s.-  '* 

'■.•■•x ITT'. ;0 

c 

«  -*  ^ 

■■  '  o u : fl  .  ib  ■  • 

... ' 

. 

...  '  •  ■ 

%  ’^r- 

m  .■*» 

\  .A 

•  .  V 

’ 

..  •  -r  •>  ■ 

*  •.  -v  •» 

oos 

J-  *' 

bi  .  • 

r*  r 
.>JL 

■  r 

*iAi- 

rx 

xr 

.  ;  *  •  • ;  •  ■  *  Jj  ’  ‘  *X£  • . . 

*  _  ■■ 

.  V.  • 

:  f--  •  : 

'('if 
.  .  .•  • 

T’T  '  r*; 

a  .  . 

■  ....  >■  ■ 


sc ...  hLsi 


■  t  ♦ 


TX  -OJ  i/;  •• 


f? 

H 

II 


TO T'.  :•  ‘2  -•Tici'v-; 


•'  ‘  -rr  :c  - 


p 


,[■.  '  ' "T  r. ""?■  'T 

•  r  .  !\ 


•  .  •  -  . 


•  V 

■J. 


oT 


•  r  '  *  ■  .  >  T  T  '  T‘~  '  r  '■> 

J  ■ 


,  V 


' 


-  j  ($&.-!  . 

Od  rf§i/  '• 

o. 

.  ,  ..  ....  .  -  ;  %-v 

•  .  s  •' 

3  '  3 

OJ.  Jj  J.  •X'.J.  Si*'/  w«! 

b 

7  :  ;  :  '■ 

r  »  : 

....  ....  ■. 


r-s  r 

.  a. 


......  • 

■  . »  ... 


JIT 

v .  -• 


r  A!'T‘r’  r  :■ 

........ 


.  'JSC. 
r  > 


!  .  h  tJ  v  •'  ■'  j:  ■ 

v  -  r*  r  * 


,rfT 


.  ■  O 


>  V  1 


*  i  ••  *;  l 


doi  • .  • 

'  c:  ■  ■  ■  f.  •  .;.  •  -irl j' . '  ■-  x.  t  <fij  T  toi  .  T  ' 

i  *  r i** 

J  ■.  M 


t:.'" 


.  ...  '  i 

'XT'.  TT  J-  X'  X  TX  ? 


Lii: 


r. 03/100  ;  r  •  .  L' .:  •  . 

■  : ....  '  i  &  ■  i 


•  ‘  i  -  .  ■  t  .  ■ : ' 

•  ->  —  *. J ^  ^ 


...  .  ..<  . 

r,f  /  ,.r> 

*  VoXJL'js,^-' 

SB  *  ‘  - 

••  f. 

•  ;  .  .  Bt  ' 

■ 

l  '■  .  '  3 

.. 

■  ad  ' 

'  •  * 

'.TIT 


..-s  *  « ^ .  *  '  ■  ‘  r  * . 

...  Oii.Cy  jl 


Jl 


?  ,  \  .  • 


Vol,  23,  Ho.  1  -  Christmas  Bird  Counts  in  B.O.S.  Territory  (oon't) 


r 

St.  Cath¬ 
arine  s,Ont. 

Jamestown 

i 

\ 

\ 

Ole  an 

Hamburg- 
B.  Aurora 

Buffalo 

Date. 

Dec.  31 

\  Dec.  31 

Deo.  30 

Jan.  1 

Dec.  30 

No.  of  Observers 

j  .  29 

34 

8 

83 

43 

No.  of  Parties 

[  -  .  10  ... 

10 

—  5 

IS 

13 

Radius  Size-Miles 

_.  .......  7+ 

74 

74 

5T 

Common  Loon 

1 

i  “ 

Horned:  Grebe  ... 

j 

3 

Pied-b.  Grebe 

1 

| 

2 

Great  Blue  Pier  on 

1 

Canada  Goose 

1 

Mallard 

.  .  213 

8 

. 13 

125 

Black  Duck 

Pintail 

23 

21 

Greene-winged  Teal 

1 

American  Widgeon 

. .  15 

32 . 

Redhead 

15 

2 

Canvasback 

2502 

5907  . 

Greater  Scaur 

882 

2 

.  3311  .  . 

Lesser  Scaup 

12 

1 

Common  Goldeneye 

1056 

. _5 

50 

1966 

Bufflehead 

265 

105 

Oldsauaw 

.  55  ... 

37 

Harleauin  Duck 

1  ? 

White-w.  Scoter 

2 

2 

Surf  Scoter 

&  . 

Common  Scoter 

. .  2 

.  .  ...  . 

2 

Ruddy  Duck 

2 

Hooded  Merganser 

1 

1 

3  ..... 

Common  Merganser 

270 

4 

3685  

Red~br.  Merganser 

33.  

1 

%5 

Goshawk 

1 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

.  ...  ....  1 

1 

Cooper ! s  Hawk 

. . 5 

.  .  1  . 

1 

Red- tailed  Iiawk 

. 27 

2 

9 

20 

Rough-1.  Hawk 

12 

1 

Marsh  Hawk 

5 

i 

1 

3  . . . 

Sn arrow  Hawk 

. . .  15 

4 

1 

25 

46 

Ruffed  Grouse 

10 

2 

5 

Ring-n.  Pheasant 

17 

37 

1 

122 

10 

Turkey 

1 

American  Coot 

1 

. 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

2 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

1 

Gr.  Black-b.  Gull 

32 

1 

| 

-4 

69 

Herring  Gull 

U.95 

26l  1 

33 . 

3A53  

Ring-billed  Gull 

611 

204 

27 

747 

Bonaearte's  Gull  622 

578 

Little  Gull 

1 

Mourning  Dove 

. 315, 

j&A 

2i  i 

5 

31 
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St.  Cath¬ 
arine  s,0nt. 

i  Jamestown 

! 

Olean 

Hamburg- 
E.  Aurora 

Buffalo 

Barn  Owl 

2 

5 

Screech  Owl 

1 

i 

1 

1 

Great  Horned  Owl 

2 

2 

Snow  Owl 

2 

Barred  Owl  

.  1 

Shortens  are  d  Owl 

12 

A5  . . ... 

Saw-whet  Owl 

1 

Belted  Kingfisher 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Yel.-sh.  Flicker  |  5 

3 

8 

P i lea  ted '  W dnkr . 

2  !  1 

2 

Red- head.  Wdpkr. 

1 

Hairv  Woodnecker 

U 

29 

A5 

8 

Downv  Woodnecker 

.  .  30 

82 

.....  23 

Xi5 

80 

H. Lark  (Northern) 

8  ? 

5  i 

H. Lark  ( Prairie ) 

18  ? 

. un 

6 

Grav  Jav 

1 

Blue  Jav 

.  _ 37 

60 

8 

169 

39  . 

Common  Crow  i  189 

16 

280 

100 

Black-c.  Chickadee  1  252 

333 

.  79 

9A5 

381  

Boreal  Chickadee 

1 

Tufted  Titmouse  1  8 

6 

L  . 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

21 

.  98  . 

20 

159 

.  _ .  36 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

2 

5 

 13 

1 

Brown  Greener 

1 

19 

2 

22 

8 

Winter  Wren 

1 

1 

Carolina  Wren 

...  2 

Catbird 

1 

Robin 

 3 

3 

 3  

Hermit  Thrush 

1 

Golden- cr.  Kinglet 

2 

L 

22 

22 

Bohemian  Waxwing 

....  L 

Cedar  Waxwing 

16  . 

26 

. . .  .15.  

Northern  Shrike 

1 

2 

3 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

1  ? 

Starling 

1682 

1077 

212 

1085 

15A5 

Myrtle  Warbler 

3 

Yellow  thro  at 

1 

House  Snarrow 

1212 

1072 

120 

3511  .. 

2A51  

East.  Meadowlark 

39 

5 

......  9 

L 

West.  Meadowlark 

r\ 

RecLw.  Blackbird 

5 

2 

Rusty  Blackbird 

1 

Common  Crackle 

-1 

Brown- h.  Covbir d 

90 

2 L 

2  , 

6 L 

1A 

Cardinal 

26 

85 

10 

143 

A6_ .. 

Black- h.  Grosbeak 

1 

Evening  Grosbeak 

A 18 

71 

. 359  ... 

Purnle  Finch  I  1 

15 

L 

6 

Pine  Grosbeak 

121 

177 

7 

Hoarv  Rednoll  *  1 

—  -  ~i 

■ 

r~ -  — — 

, .  — 
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* 

St.  Cath¬ 
arines,  Ont. 

Jamestown 

r  97  v:" 

Clean 

Hamburg- 
E,  Aurora 

Buffalo 

Common  Redooll 

J 

ro 

or 

O 

......  6 

.  10  ...  . . 

Pine  Siskin 

8 

Aner.  Goldfinch 

.  135 

...   43 

5 

.  101 

57  .  . 

Rufous- s.  Towhee 

2 

1 

Slate- c„  Junco 

821 

148 

66 

.  ..  337 

65 

Oregon  Junco 

-  -   --   -i 

• 

2 

Tree  Soar row 

398 

.   98 

99 

652 

403 

Chinning  Snarrow 

1 

Field  Snarrow 

...  9 

1 

7 

White- cr.  Snarrow 

.  5  ... 

2 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

16 

5 

3 

.2.1 

1 

Fox  Snarrow 

2 

Swamn  Snarrow 

5 

. 

Song  Snarrow 

 19 

10 

2 

. . .  56  .. 

9 

Lanland  Long sour 

2 

Snow  Bunting 

62 

189 

 1344  . . 

272  .  

TOTAL  SPECIES 

76 

44 

31 

66 

62 

TOTAL  INDIVIDUALS 

14  >275 

4348 

950 

10,015 

27,196 

ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


Report  of  the  Thirty- third  B.O.S.  Christmas  Bird  Count 

Date:  December  30,  1961 

Area:  Centering  on  Grand  Island,  including  both  branches  of  the  Niagara 
River  and  adjacent  territory,  from  the  gorge  below  the  Falls  to  Fort  Erie  and 
Buffalo, 

Weather:  Mostly  clear  in  the  morning,  but  during  the  entire  afternoon  a 
blinding  snowstorm  in  southern  part  of  area;  temperature  10  to  19  degrees  F.« 
wind  southwest,  0-25  m.p.h. ;  10  -29  in,  of  snow  on  ground;  most  waters  open., 

Coverage:  43  observers  in  13  parties.  Field  observation  from  7:00  A.M, 
to  5s  15  F.M.  Groups  covered  343  miles  by  car  and  about  25  miles  on  foot. 

Territories  and  Observers: 

A,  Canada:  Rainbow  Bridge  south  to  Welland  River,  and  Niagara  River 
west  to  M.C.R.R.,  Portage  Road,  and  area  boundary.  -  Bernard  Nathan.  James  E. 
Braunberns,  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  Marjorie  Emerson,  Fred  Salisbury,  Daniel 
Salisbury,  Adrian  Dorst 
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B.  Canada:  Welland  River  south  to  Black  Creek,  and  Niagara  River 
vest  to  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  and  area  boundary,  -  Richard  Freitag 

C.  Canada:  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  vest  to  area  boundary  and  south  to 
Boven  Road.  -  not  covered 

D.  Canada:  Black  Creek  south  to  Peace  Bridge,  and  Niagara  River 
vest  to  Queen  Elizabeth  Way.  -  Kenneth  P.  Able.  William  M.  Able,  Mrs*  William 

M.  Able 

E.  Canada:  Boven  Road  south  to  area  boundary  and  east  to  Queen 
Elizabeth  Way  and  Niagara  River.  -  Harold  H  Axtell.  Rachel  C.  Axtell 

F.  Porter  Road,  Hyde  Park  Blvd. ,  Pine  Avenue,  and  Main  St,  south 

to  Niagara  River,  including  Goat  and  Cayuga  Islands,  and  east  to  Military  Road.— 
Axel  Heilborn.  Betty  Heilborn  (Cayuga  Island  and  Heilborn  feeding  station  only). 

G.  Military  Road  southeast  to  NeY.  State  Barge  Canal,  and  Niagara 
River  northeast  to  area  boundary.  -  Marie  Wendling.  Margaret  Wendling,  Gertrude 
Webster,  Nancie  Greenman 

H.  Sheridan  Blvd.  north  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal,  and  Niagara  River 
east  to  area  boundary.  -  Ear  old  Freund 

J.  Sheridan  Blvd.  east  and  south  to  area  boundary,  vest  to  Niagara 
River.  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell.  Dale  Rubach,  Jennie  Graham,  Ellen  J.  Windsor 

K.  Grand  Island:  West  of  Stony  Point  Road,  north  of  Huth  and  Long 
Roads  to  Niagara  River.  -  Richard  C.  Rose  he 

L.  Grand  Island:  Huth  and  Long  Roads  south  to  Whitehaven  Road,  and 
Stony  Point  Road  vest  to  Niagara  River.  -  Frances  M.  Revf  Frances  H.  Rathbun 

. M.  Grand  Islands  East  of  Stony  Point  Road  and  north  of  Whitehaven 

N.  Grand  Island:  Whitehaven  Road  south  to  Love  Road,  Baseline  Road 
vest  to  Niagara  River.  -  Whitnev  M.  Mai  lam «,  Bonnie  S.  Mallam 

O.  Grand  Island:  Whitehaven  Road  south  to  Love  Road,  Baseline  Road 
east  to  Niagara  River,  -  not  covered 

P.  Grand  Island:  Love  Road  south  to  Spaulding  Road,  from  east 
branch  to  vest  branch  of  Niagara  River,,  -  Edvard  C,  Ulrich.  Alice  E.  Ulrich. 
Alice  McKale,  Bill  McKale,  Raymond  J,  Franz 

Q.  Grand  Island:  South  of  Spaulding  Road,  all  of  Beaver  Island 
State  Park.  -  not  covered 

R.  Additional  participants  vho  observed  at  their  feeders 

Buffalo:  Ruth  Percival 

Mr  So  George  Blackmer 
Eleanor  Jones 
Gordon  Brovn 
'David  Thompson 
Kenmore:  Alice  Dietrich 
(8) 
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Species  Recorded?  Figures  indicate  the  number  of  birds  seen;  letters 
indicate  territories  where  birds  were  seen. 


Horned  Grebe 

3  (N*D) 

Mourning  Dove 

31 

Mallard 

125 

Screech  Owl 

1 

(M) 

Black  Duck 

450 

Short— eared  Owl 

45 

Pintail 

21 

Ye  How- sh.  Flicker 

8 

(F,M,E) 

Green-w.  Teal 

1  (K) 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

8 

American  Widgeon 

32 

Downy  Woodpecker 

80 

Bedhead 

2  (J,D) 

Horned  Lark 

6 

(x>) 

Canvasback 

5907 

Blue  Jay 

39 

Greater  Scaup 

3311 

Common  Crow 

100 

Lesser  Scaup 

1  (A) 

Black- c.  Chickadee 

381 

Common  Goldeneye 

1966 

White-br*  Nuthatch 

36 

Buf fie head 

105 

Red-br,  Nuthatch 

1 

(K) 

Oldsquaw 

37 

Brown  Creeper 

8 

White-w,  Scoter 

2  (A) 

Winter  Wren 

1 

(A) 

Surf  Scoter 

4  (A. 3) 

Robin 

3 

(M,A) 

Common  Scoter 

2  (E) 

Golden- cr.  Kinglet 

22 

Ruddy  Duck 

2  (J) 

Northern  Shrike 

3 

(A,E,M) 

Hooded  Merganser 

3  (A) 

Starling 

1545 

Common  Merganser 

3685 

Yellow  throat 

1 

(K) 

Red-br.  Merganser 

945 

House  Sparrow 

2451 

Red- tailed  Hawk 

20 

E0  Meadowlark 

4 

(A,M) 

Rough- legged  Hawk 

5  00 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

34 

(K,L) 

Marsh  Hawk 

3  (M) 

Cardinal 

46 

Sparrow  Hawk 

46 

Common  Redpoll 

10 

(G,J) 

Ring-n.  Pheasant 

10 

Amer,  Goldfinch 

57 

(A,B,P) 

Glaucous  Gull 

2  (A) 

Slate- c,  Junco 

65 

Iceland  Gull 

1  (A) 

Tree  Sparrow 

403 

Gr,  Black4b.  Gull 

69 

White- thr.  Sparrow 

1 

(F) 

Herring  Gull 

3458 

Song  Sparrow 

9 

Ring-billed  Gull 

747 

Lapland  Long spur 

2 

(B) 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

578 

Snow  Bunting 

272 

TOTAL  SPECIES 

62 

TOTAL  INDIVIDUALS 

27,196 

Comments:  Deep  snow  and  a  blinding  snowstorm  in  the  morning  prevented 
several  observers  from  reaching  their  territories*  Similiar  conditions  through¬ 
out  the  afternoon  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Count  Area  brought  bird  counting 
to  an  early  end  in  that  section.,  As  a  result  three  of  the  16  territories  were 
not  covered  at  all  and  several  others  were  only  partially  covered.  This 
unusually  poor  coverage  moans  that  many  of  the  figures  in  this  count  probably 
should  not  be  considered  strictly  comparable  to  those  in  other  counts* 

In  most  previous  years  the  duck  hunting  had  ended  before  the  B.O.S* 
Christmas  Count.  This  year,  however,  duck  hunters  kept  many  waterfowl  on  the 
move,  making  it  more  difficult  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  total  estimate  of  some 
species. 

In  spite  of  the  very  poor  coverage  a  few  species  were  reported  in  larger 
numbers  than  on  any  previous  Christmas  Count:  32  Amer.  Widgeon  (29  in  1959/, 

45  Short-eared  Owls  (26  in  I960),  8  Flickers  (5  in  1950  and  1955),  381  Black- 
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capped  Chickadees  (346  in  1946),  34  Cowbirds  (13  in  1935),  46  Cardinals  (37  in 
1959). 


There  were  several  other  species  or  numbers  worthy  of  note:  1  Green¬ 
winged  Teal  (recorded  on  only  6  previous  counts),  105  Buffleheads  (4th 
highest),  80  Downy  Woodpeckers  (tie  for  second  highest,  83  in  1952,  80  in 
1947),  1  YellowtbrOat  (seen  only  once  previously  in  1957),  57  Goldfinches 
(second  highest,  70  in  1953),  2  Lapland  Long spurs  (first  since  1956). 

Several  species  were  either  missed  entirely  or  reported  in  considerably 
smaller  numbers  than  usual*  Grfc  Blue  Heron,  reported  11  of  the  past  13  years, 
was  not  recorded  this  year,  Black-cr,  Night  Heron  was  missed  for  the  second 
successive  year.  Mallard  and  Black  Duck  counts  were  low*  Herring  and  Ring¬ 
billed  Gull  figures  were  lowest  in  10  years.  This  was  the  fourth  year  in 
succession  that  the  Great  Horned  Owl  was  hot  listed  on  the  Count,  Kingfisher 
was  missed  for  the  second  time  since  1945.  Blue  Jay  and  Brown  Creeper  counts 
were  low.  Several  thousand  Starlings  were  missed  because  the  roosting  at  the 
Peace  Bridge  could  not  be  observed,  -  Rachel  C,  Axtell,  405  Elmwood  Avenue, 
Buffalo,  New  York, 


NOTES  AND  NEWS 

Hamilton.  Qnt. :  97  species  were  recorded  on  the  Christmas  Bird  Count 

taken  by  members  of  the  Hamilton  Naturalists’  Club  on  December  24,  1961. 

Among  the  noteworthy  species  recorded  were:  1  Green-winged  Teal,  23  Gray 
Partridge,  2  Long-billed  Marsh  Wren,  1  Savannah  Sparrow,  4  Vesper  Sparrow, 

2  Chipping  Sparrow,  1  Harris’  Sparrow  and  2  Lincoln’s  Sparrow, 

A  total  of  264  species  were  recorded  in  the  Hamilton  region  during  1961. 
Ninety-three  species,  including  King  Eider,  Long-billed  Marsh  Wren,  Eastern 
Bluebird,  Savannah  Sparrow  and  Harris’ '  Sparrow,  were  reported  January  1-16,  1962 
From  The  Wood  Duck.  Vol.  15,  No,  5,  pp.  86-88. 

Audubon  Magazine.  Vol.  64,  No.  1,  January-February,  1962,  pp.  44-45,49 
contains  an  article  -  ’’Hawk  Migrations  Around  the  Great  Lakes",  by  Olin  Sewall 
Pettingill.  Reference  is  made  to  the  B.O.S.  Study  Area  and  a  suggestion  is  made 
for  a  most  worthwhile  project  which  has  yet  to  be  undertaken  in  the  Great  Lakes 
Region.  -  Editor 

Just  a  Reminder.’  Membership  dues  and  subscriptions  to  The  Prothonotarv 
for  1962,  are  now  payable  to  the  Treasurer, 

Back  Issues  of  The  Prothonotary:  Would  those  who  still  desire  to 
complete  their  files,  please  do  so  as  soon  as  possible? 

1962  Nesting  Records:  Nesting  data  will  again  be  published  in  the  summer 
issues  of  The  Prothonotarv  this  year.  Information  needed:  exact  dates  of 
finding  eggs  or  young,  contents  of  nest,  number  of  eggs  or  young,  and  exact 
locality.  Other  pertinent  comments  such  as  some  of  those  published  last  year 
are  interesting  as  well  as  useful.  -  Editor 

Wilson  Ornithological  Society  Annual  Meeting:  April  6-8,  1962  at  Purdue 
University,  lafayette,  Indiana. 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  8:00 
P.M.  from  September  through  June  inclusive. 

February  1 4  -  General  Discussion:  "The  Possible  Role  of  the  B.O.S.  in  Increasing 

the  Interest  in  Field  Ornithology  in  Western  New  York". 

February  28  -  National  Audubon  Society  film  "The  Bald  Eagle". 

I'-krch  14  -  Good  Birding  Places  in  Sectional  Division  #11  by  Mary  Louise 

Emerson.  Good  Birding  Places  in  Sectional  Division  #12  by  Marie 
Wendling. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

It  is  imperative  that  those  needing  transportation  contact  the  leader 
before  the  trip  so  that  places  can  be  provided  for  them. 

February  25  -  Bake  Ontario  Plain.  Meet  8:00  A.M.  at  University  Plaza,  Buffalo. 

Leaders:  Karriette  and  Walter  Klabunde 


####*# a***#**# 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler:  Mr.  Joseph  Thill,  223  North  Park  Avenue,  Buffalo  16,  N.Y. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  Mrs.  Edward  P,  Cummiskey,  1759  Hertel  Ave. ,  Buffalo,  NY 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  §,15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer,  Mrs,  Walter 

Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  New  York 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  §1.00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  4&  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  N.Y.  (IF  4-8859) 
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Published  Monthly  bv  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  ..Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo.  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

January  was  the  most  windy  month  in  recent  years,  with  the  highest 
average  hourly  velocity  since  March,  1955 t  and  twelve  days  with  winds  over  40 
m*p.h.  Precipitation  was  near  normal  even  though  about  fifteen  inches  of  snow 
fell  during  the  local  Buffalo  blizzard  of  the  8th-9th.  A  number  of  extensive 
Storms,  however,  missed  Western  New  York.  Temperature  was  about  one  degree 
below  normal.  In  spite  of  the  unusually  deep  snows  there  were  high  wintering 
numbers  of  several  half-hardy  species,  especially  Mourning  Doves,  Meadowlarks 
and  some  other  icterids,  and  White-crowned  Sparrows.  The  large  influx  of 
Tufted  Titmice  and'Pine  Grosbeaks  is  indicated  by  the  many  reports  in  the 
Noteworthy  Records.  Evening  Grosbeaks,  however,  were  more  numerous  than  the 
reports  suggest,  because  most  of  these  grosbeaks  were  at  feeding  stations,  many 
of  which  are  maintained  by  persons  who  do  not  report  birds  and  in  many  cases 
cannot  identify  them.  The  outstanding  bird  of  the  month  was  the  Black-headed 
Grosbeak  near  Holland,  reported  in  more  detail  in  the  next  issue. The  large 
number  of  Rough-legged  Hawks  that  have  been  frequenting  a  field  near  Lockport 
all  winter  has  not  been  reported  in  full.  One  observer  informs  me  he  counted 
29  of  these  hawks  at  one  time,  and  another  believes  there  may  have  been  as  many 
as  35* 


On  January  21,  one  of  the  largest  gatherings  of  waterfowl  I  have  ever 
seen  in  this  area  was  swarming  on  such  water  as  still  remained  open  at  the 
northeastern  extreme  of  Lake  Erie  and  down  the  Niagara  West  River  to  within 
about  two  miles  of  Navy  Island,  I  do  not  recall  ever  having  seen  so  many  ducks 
concentrated  within  this  particular  area,  or  so  many  gulls  if  one  excludes 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls.  The  numbers  were  so  great  and  so  generally  distributed  over 
this  area  that  in  the  few  hours  available  it  was  impossible  to  count  or  estimate 
more  than  a  few  selected  species.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  this 
phenomenon.  Whether  the  occurrence  of  the  month’s  lowest  temperature  of  three 
degrees  above  zero  two  days  before,  or  the  complete  ice  jam  in  the  East  River 
produced  by  the  new  water  diversion  structures  for  the  big,  new  power  plant  at 
Lewiston  had  anything  to  do  with  it  is  hard  to  say.  By  late  afternoon  the  size 
of  this  great  waterfowl  aggregation  had  already  diminished,  and  before  our  next 
visit  a  few  days  later  the  situation  had  become  normal  again.  -  Harold  H,  Axtell 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York, 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S. ,  196l) ,  has  been  received  and  placed  in 


the  permanent  files  of 

the  B.O.S. 

Horned  Grebe 

Jan. 

1-31 

1  Wehrle  Drive  Quarry 

Wendlings 

n 

1 

1  Upper  Niagara  River 

Axtells 

11 

21 

2  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Able 

n 

26 

1  Kuckville 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

27 

5  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Able,  Rosche 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

11 

28 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont, 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

Great  Blue  Heron 

it 

6,8 

2  Celoron 

Beal,  Raistrick 

n 

14 

1  Jamestown 

Pillsbury 

11 

14 

1  Grand  Island 

Ulrichs  et  al 

«i 

20 

2  Grand  Island 

Reuthers  rep.  Rosche 

11 

21 

1  Onoville 

Rosche 

11 

27 

2  Chautauqua  Lake  Outlet 

Rosche,  Able 

Whistling  Swan 

it 

6,8L 

2  Celoron 

Beal,  Raistrick 

Pintail 

11 

21 

19  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Able 

11 

26 

7-3.0  Buckhorn  Is,  State ‘Park 

Rosche,  Able  et  al 

American  Widgeon 

it 

21,23 

12  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Able,  Schaffner 

11 

26 

1  Buckhorn  Is.  State  Park 

Rosche,  Able  et  al 

Lesser  Scaup 

11 

21 

5  Fort  Erie*  Ont. 

Axtells 

11 

27 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Able,  Rosche 

Common  Goldeneye 

11 

21 

3000  Niagara  River  -  Erie 
Beach  to  Navy  Island 

Axtells 

Bufflehead 

it 

21 

350  Niagara  River  -  Erie 
Beach  to  Navy  Island 

Axtells 

White-w,  Scoter 

n 

1 

3  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Axtells 

11 

21 

4  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Able 

11 

25 

6  Lakeside  Park 

Rosche 

11 

26 

2  Lakeside  Park 

Able  et  al 

Surf  Scoter 

11 

1L 

2  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Common  Scoter 

Jark 

29L 

2  Fort  Niagara 

Rosche 

Hooded  Merganser 

Jan, 

26 

2  Buckhorn  IsP  State  Pafk 

Ablej  Rosche  et  al 

11 

27 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Able,  Rosche 

Common  Merganser 

j  ‘1  1 

11 

21 

8000  Niagara  River  -  Erie  , 
Beach  to  Navy  Island 

Axtells 

.  1 

1  4 

Sharpish*  Hawk 
Cooper'^  Hawk 

11 

21 

1  Toi/n  of  Brant 

Nath&ft,  Braunberns 

n 

3-31 

1  Springbrook 

Dinner 

11 

6 

1  East  Aurora 

Rosche,  Able  et  al 

11 

21 

1  Derby 

Nathan, Braunberns 

Red-  sh.  Hawk 

Jan* 

28 

1  Derby 

Mitchell  et  al 

Rough-1.  Hawk 

Jan, 

14 

10  Pt.  Breeze  to  Somerset 

Axtells 

it 

20 

15-20  Lockport 

Heilborns,  Lip sons 

11 

21 

15  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes 

(maximum  counts  for  month;  smaller  numbers  reported  all 

month  from 

Ontario  Flain  and  Sturgeon  Point  by  many  observers) 

Marsh  Hawk 

Jan. 

5 

2  Town  of  Barre 

Listman  rep.  Schaffm 

(13) 
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Marsh  Hawk 

Jan. 

25' 

1  Southern  Chautauqua  Co. 

it 

26 

1  near  Kuckville 

Ruffed  Grouse 

11 

27 

1  St*  Catharines,  Ont. 

American  Coot 

tt 

1 

1  Upper  Niagara  River 

n 

27 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Killdeer 

t» 

34 

1  Upper  Niagara  River 

Common  Snipe 

Jan*. 

—24 

1  Jamestown 

Jan. 

. 27 

1  Jamestown 

Glaucous  Gull 

Jan. 

1 

1  Lower  Niagara  River 

tt 

13 

1  Niagara  Falls 

it 

13 

1  Queenston,  Ont, 

tt 

14 

1  Upper  Niagara  River 

tt 

21 

1  Queenston,  Ont, 

tt 

21 

2  Niagara  River  -  Erie 
Beach  to  Navy  Island 

tt 

23 

1  Niagara  Falls 

n 

28 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Iceland  Gull 

tt 

13 

2  Niagara  Falls 

(L.  g.  glaucoides! 

)  ” 

13 

1  Niagara  Falls 

tt 

21 

2  Niagara  River  -  Erie 
Beach  to  Navy  Island 

tt 

27 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Bonaparte* s  Gull 

tt 

1 

150  Lewiston 

it 

13 

75  Lower  Niagara  River 

it 

17 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

it 

211. 

5  Queenston,  Ont. 

tt 

21L 

2  Niagara  River  -  Erie 
Beach  to  Navy  Island 

Little  Gull 

it 

1 

1  Lewiston 

it 

13L 

1  Queenston,  Ont. 

Mourning  Dove 

tt 

34 

14  Jamestown 

it 

34 

12  Wilson 

it 

21 

25  Town  of  North  Collins 

tt 

23 

12  Lo ckport 

11 

27 

22  Youngstown 

tt 

29  28-30  Youngstown 

Barn  Owl 

n 

6 

1  Hamburg 

tt 

28 

1  Hamburg 

Snowy  Owl 

tt 

6 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

it 

11 

1  Tonawanda 

tt 

12 

1  near  Eden 

11 

12 

1  Newfane 

11 

21 

1  Old  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

tt 

21 

2  Strawberry  Island 

Barred  Owl 

it 

34 

1  Goat  Is. ,  Niagara  Falls 

Long- eared  Owl 

11 

34 

2  Long  Beach,  Ont. 

11 

23 

1  Wilson 

tt 

26 

1  Wilson 

Short-eared  Owl 

tt 

U  10 

-12  Grand  Island 

tt 

34 

7  Lewiston  area 

tt 

34 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Saw-whet  Owl 

tt 

34,21 

1  Youngstown  Cemetery 

it 

23 

1  Youngstown  Cemetery 

RecUb.  Woodpecker 

11 

1 

1  Town  of  Batavia 

tt 

26 

1  Town  Line  Road.  Town 

of  Yates 


Pillsbury,  Swanson 
Able,  Ho sc he  et  al 
Dorst,  Salisbury 
Axtells 
Hosche,  Able 
Seeber,  Rosche 
Beal 

Able,  Rosche 
Klabundes 
Rosche 
Rosche 

Seeber,  Rosche 

Able 

Axtells 

Schaffner 

Able 

Miles  rep.  Axtell 

Rosche 

Axtells 

Rosche,  Able 

Klabundes 

Rosche 

Bourne 

Able 

Axtells 

Klabundes 

Miles  rep.  Axtell,  Rosche 
Pillsbury  et  al 
Thill,  Jforty 
Nathan,  Braunberns 
Ro  sc  he 

Johnson  rep.  Heilborn 
Johnson  rep.  Heilborn 
Able,  Rosclie 
Able,  Brownstein 
Axtells 

Fanning  rep.  Thill 

Bourne 

Rosche 

Axtells 

Axtells 

Nathan,  Braunberns 
Nathan,  Braunberns 
Schaffher 

Rosche,  Able  et  al 

Axtells,  Ulrichs 

Klabundes 

Nathan,  Braunberns 

Klabundes 

Schaffner 

Buckland 

Rosche,  Able  et  al 
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Yel.-b,  Sap sucker 

Jan. 

4 

Horned  Lark 

ii 

1 

(E.a.aipe&bris) 

Common  Crow 

ii 

2 

Boreal  Chickadee 

it 

21 

it 

27 

ii 

25-31 

u 

21 

Tufted  Titmouse 

ii 

1-31 

ti 

1-31 

it 

1 

ti 

5,29 

n 

6 

it 

10-26 

ii 

13 

tt 

21 

ii 

23 

ii 

25 

it 

27 

ii 

•28 

Winter  Wren 

it 

11,12 

n 

19 

ii 

29 

Carolina  Wren 

ii 

1-31 

Mockingbird 

ii 

20 

ii 

25,26 

Catbird 

J&k- 

_ 1 

Robin 

Jan. 

13 

ti 

26 

n 

27 

ii 

28 

Hermit  Thrush 

ii 

1 

tt 

25 

Bohemian  Waxwing 

ii 

27 

Cedar  Waxwing 

it 

4 

ii 

6 

ii 

11 

it 

11 

ti 

24 

ii 

26 

u 

27,28 

Northern  Shrike 

ti 

1-21 

IT 

1 

It 

6 

II 

11 

20 

11 

21 

11 

25 

11 

26 

11 

26 

It 

•  27 

Myrtle  Warbler 

11 

5,9 

11 

31 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

.  11 

1 

1  Niagara  Falls 
5  near  Hamburg 

1000  Batavia 
1  Derby 
1  Hamburg 
1  Niobe 

1  Ridgeway,  Ont. 

2  Greenhurst 
1-2  William svi lie 

2  Niagara-on- the- Lake , Ont, 
1  Niagara  Falls 
1  Hamburg 
1  Springbrook 

1  Queenston,  Ont. 

2  Derby 

1  Wilson 

2  William svi  lie 

1  Derby 

2  Derby 

1  Springbrook 
1  near  Hamburg 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

2  Springbrook 
1  Lewiston 

1  Tonawanda  Creek  Road, 
Town  of  Lockport 
1  East  Aurora 
1  Grand  Island 
1  Iyndonville 
1  Derby 

3  Derby  area 
1  East  Aurora 

1  Niagara  Falls 
4-6  Derby 
25  Sturgeon  Point 
11  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 
39  Jamestown 
15  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 
18  William svi lie 
35  Town  of  Kartland 
60-70  Derby 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

1  East  Aurora 
1  Orchard  Park 

1  Shadigee 

2  Grand  Island 
1  Ontario  Plain 
1  near  Kuclcville 

4  Ontario  Plain 
1  Derby 

3  Angola-Derby  area 

1  Lewiston 

2  Orchard  Park 

5  Thor old,  Ont. 

(15) 


Heilborns 

Able 

Brockner 

Nathan,  Braunberns 
Bourne 

Pillsbury,  Gastol  et  al 

Axtell,  Frye 

Swanson  rep.  Pillsbury 

Peters  rep.  Mitchell 

Salisbury s 

Heilborns 

Rosche,  Able 

Danner 

Miles  rep.  Axtell 

Nathan,  Braunberns 

Schaffner 

Wendlings 

Able,  Rosche 

Nathan,  Able  et  al 

Danner 

Bourne 

Rosche 

Danner 

Klabundes 

Rosche, Broadbent  et  al 

Rosche 

Rosche 

Rosche,  Able  et  al 

Able,  Rosche 

Nathan,  Mitchell  et  al 

Rosche 

Heilborns 

Rosche, Able, Axtells  et  al 

Bourne 

Thompson 

Beal 

Nathan 

Wendlings 

Able,  Rosche  et  al 

Able  et  al 

Axtells 

Rosche 

Rosche,  Able 

Axtells 

Mitchell  et  al 

Klabundes 

Rosche 

Able,  Rosche  et  al 

Bourne 

Able,  Rosche 

Klabundes 

Rosche 

Salisbury  s 
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Eastern  Meadowlark  Jan* 

1 

'  5  Fima 

Rose he 

ii 

4,5 

4,5  Town  of  Barre 

Listman  rep*  Schaffner 

u 

13 

3  Willoughby,  Ont; 

Rose he 

!! 

34 

7  Grand  Island 

Ulrichs  et  al 

It 

20 

2  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

If 

1 

3  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont* 

Axtells 

tt 

13 

1  Willoughby,  Ont. 

Rose he 

II 

20 

1  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes 

It 

25 

20  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Rosche 

Rusty  Blackbird 

II 

28 

1  Derly 

Mitchell  et  al 

It 

: -9 

1  Derly 

Rosche 

Common  Grackle 

II 

i-:i 

6-8  Will  iamsville 

Peters  rep.  Mitchell 

n 

T5 

1  Jame  stown 

Gour ley  rep.  Beal 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

tt 

a 

5  Then  old,  Ont. 

Able 

it 

25 

100  Wolt  ottsville  Sinks 

Rosche 

Black-h.  Grosbeak 

it 

6,7 

1  Hbll  and 

Able,  Rosche  et  al 

(see  note 

to  appear  In  Vol.  28,  No.  3, 

March  1962) 

Evening  Grosbeak 

Jan* 

5,5 

7,21  Jame  3town 

Beal 

ti 

3 

1  Eeviiton 

Klabundes 

ii 

6,8 

1,2  Niagira  Falls 

Heilborns 

IT 

6,21 

25,6  Auclunn  Refuge,  Java 

Krayna  et  al 

11 

9-23 

1-2  Spri.-gbrook 

Danner 

tl 

34 

3  Holland 

Brockner 

n 

18 

2  Locloort 

Lip son  rep.  Heilborns 

IT 

21 

35  All©  rany  State  Park 

Rosche 

tt 

23 

5  Hamb  irg- Evans  area 

Mitchell  et  al 

II 

23 

54'  Allejany  State  Park 

Clark 

Purple  Finch 

It 

1 

6  East  Aurora 

Rosche 

11 

34 

1  Jamestown 

Pillsbury  et  al 

If 

21 

2  nea:  Kennedy 

Rosche 

11 

23 

1  Jamn  stown 

Raistrick  rep.  Beal 

Pine  Grosbeak 

11 

1 

6  neax  Hamburg 

Bourne 

11 

1 

9  Your  gstown  Cemetery 

Klabundes 

It 

6,28 

15,4  Allegany  State  Park 

Krayna  et  al 

It 

10 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

tt 

10,17 

3,1  Jame  stown 

Beal 

It 

13 

6  Hamtjrg 

Bourne 

11 

34 

3  Goat  Is®,  Niagara  Falls  Nathan,  Brauriberns 

II 

34 

2  Por^  Weller,  Ont* 

Nathan,  Braunberns 

11 

34 

"2  Lon,  Beach,  Ont, 

Nathan,  Braunberns 

II 

34 

60  For  i  Niagara  to  Olcott 

Lehrer 

11 

34 

12  Jrmk  stown 

Pillsbury 

It 

14 

12  Pt0  Breeze  (Orleans  Co.)  Axtells 

II 

34 

1  Somerset 

Axtells 

It 

34 

1  Youngstown  Cemetery 

Axtells 

It 

19 

2  R-ose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

tl 

21 

9  Town  of  Evans 

Nathan  et  k 

It 

21 

45  near  Kennedy 

Rosche 

11 

25 

1  Hamburg 

Able 

11 

25 

6  Southern  Chautauqua  Co. 

Pillsbury,  Swanson 

If 

27 

30  Angola 

Able,  Rosche 

If 

28 

20  Angola-Derby  area 

Mitchell,  Nathan  et  al 

It 

29,31 

2,10  Depew 

R.  AxteU. 

TT 

29 

37  Reeves  Rd, ,  Town  of  Evans  Schaffner 

(see  note:  Vol.  27,  p.  115 ) 


(16) 


(  .  7  * 


.  .  .  B 

’•  'io  f.  rc  . 

'r  <<  H  4 

;  V 

.  ■  ■  '  ! 

p 

•  ‘  ':\c  ;  i 

*  r.  |  f*.  '  , 

ff  j 

tliO  C.i.b 

:i:.p.V-  o.Ar-hiA- 

•'ll 

A 

■V  ;'  A  A ■  c 

*  '• 

.be  II. .■ :: I 

c 

.  ..,  r-r 

•'  •.  c  .  * 

1  ./  .  .  .  ' 

•  '  I-*.!-'  •  • 

,  i  II  • 

:  oi  i .  f  n 

X 

.  .  V  C- 

i3  9  [  \ T8  '  r  .■  ■  ■'  ' 

09, 

1  '  I©rfc 

Y.  .r-vli 

I 

=  MC?  •'  : 

V.I"X9^ 

r* 

f 

N 

,  '  .  r  ' 

•ul.l  C'eri  ...:  •• 

*  />*  {'I 

*  n 

•  •  ■ 

'G  C  .HCW' 

r 

r*  ..  .". 

i.-V.ii- 

,Jtcu  •  c  '0:i  ■ 

£ 

■  -uioe. 

-  cl  O  )  :  ;.V  ■ 

■  >1 

■  :  /•  ji5  .  > 

bnjp'IjoH 

r* 

t  ’  ■  *'J'* 

»v*  »  '  *“ 

All 

-■  ■.  nr 
'  i  •  -  £  :  ■  .1 

1; .  c  n 

aoZt.l  :  ■ 

f* 

. 

rrBl 

.*  r  »  Y  * 

*3>  :  »  •  s  ft  ** .  ' 

i  ^  **•  1  »v}  . .  >.  * 

■  O 

#  9C:,.  -  ’•  nc. :  -,yA 

<* 

;  'T 

'to  r:\fj.  •• 

■■.'•I.:.'- 

5-H 

bn.b  :.  -  : 

C* 

- 

■  ■  -.  V  '  ' ;  • 

>er  5  v»i  ■■  c-  f 

c 

Jk 

•if--'. 

e»..  -.4.  * 

'•  -•  -r  ■:■■■.  :l 

,  '  v:  . 

]  •  '  ;  i  vrifi*  o.i  1.  j*. 

.Civ 

.  ..- 

.  -rc  .  ii' . ..  -* 

i 

;■;*  jr-r A-fl 

V.i  f’-'*  !X  Jfi 

-L  -S3  • 

.  *  .  •  ...» 

•  ... 

v-; 

i* 

'..’fr'iff"! 

Ale  r;  'H  .. .  •  ". 

\ 

h: 

- 

' 

•  -c 

v 

v-  'V 

O.l'lL'C'I 

-  :  T 

.-f  r  *  •  •  fs, 

.  *A  .  y  • 

r 

I.o.sM 

."•»  i .  i  1  -  Jj  -> 

It£ 

4  '  "  *  '  .  ■  J. 

C.ta  .1  J  ' 

. 

.•  • 

>  i**  • 

’  ;  •  a] 

:  • 

-A  ' 

»  . 

•y 

r%' 

•  .  •  * 

» 

y* 

r* 

.  -  i.'  ■ 

f  *  . 

T  M' ;  ’  y*.  •  f*  v 

Ob' 

^  »y*v  ■  .1 , 

. 

’  s&V 

*  -  -i.  -'  »  •  *  V  ^ 

p-,o)  v  -  -'v'c  ■ 

ijL 

'  ■  .iv  ;v.v-' 

L  r' 

>  •  ’'Ir  ...  t,\  1  ^  ^ 

r 

. }  L<3  ••  ■ 

£  • 

:•  •  1  ...  --V 

r 

•  ■  f  &  ■ 

./Sf? 

-  •  .  i  '  ■ 

-  .  it,*'.*.  l-  ‘.'J  _ _ WO 

V 

fjiyj  :  i  ;  '!  .?  C 

•f  •*  .  V 


r-:*  -  ■ 

-I  r 

\  v  !f 

() 

1} 

p  r 

(  l 


s>. 


v 


i 


ii 

\ » 


•  '■/  .  V. 


■  «.  -- 


V. ,  3. 


rc 


,  o 
o 


. 


t  ’  <ft  T 

s;  JT 

.  •— « 

*  ^ 

-  Vi- 

;f 

!.r 

‘.V 

■.  -A- 

>'£ 

p 

...Vi, 


ii 


r;o 


• ;  >■  '  t 

i-  '.vv  il:. 


' 

'A  £ 

rk 


■  . 


>  :c  ■-.• 


:•  :  ■ 


•t ■.  .. 


\  S 
j->r- : 


,  .'  V* 


I  i*  »v 


V.  v.-  ‘ 


Cj  u\ 


tW  l 


-*•*  t. 
. 


» J-  O  v  '  r  ‘  v/  1 .  ■ 


-  •• 


■  .  :  : '  • 


1  ■*  f  fi  1  t  rif 

..  .  .  '  •  .,  ‘4  W-V»  • 

aomncO 


•JST 


is' 


:  ... 

„.  =  :  S  ••  I'  •  />  '  . 


r*  r  **  *T#  ! 

■  -  <  •••  * 


^  :*•■  r  *'  t 


...  :q 

•  *-4m.  » 


Vol.  28,  No,  2  - 

Noteworthv  Records  (con’t) 

Common  Redpoll 

Jan, 

5 

30  Town  of  Bar  re 

Listman  rep.  Schaffner 

n 

21 

4  Derby 

Nathan  et  al 

ti 

20 

250  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

ft 

26 

65  Bauer  Road,  Eden 

Bourne 

Pine  Siskin 

it 

6 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

American  Goldfinch  ” 

13 

200  Willoughby,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Red  Crossbill 

H 

23 

1  Wilson 

Schaffner 

Oregon  Junco 

M 

6 

1  East  Aurora 

Rosche,  Able 

If 

12 

1  Ide  Road,  Newfane 

Rosche 

fl 

31 

1  Ridgeway,  Ont. 

Axtell,  Frye 

Chipping  Sparrow 

Jan. 

.  1£ 

1  East  Aurora 

Mitchell, '  Boynton 

Field  Sparrow 

Jan. 

1 

3  St,  Catharines,  Ont. 

Salisbury,  Dorst 

»t 

3-H 

1  Greenhurst 

Swanson  rep,  Pillsbury 

fi 

16 

2  Lockport 

Rosche 

White- cr.  Sparrow  ” 

1 

2  Orchard  Park 

Park 

ti 

1 

14  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Salisbury,  Dorst 

u 

3  >4 

3  Town  of  Barre 

Listman  rep.  Schaffner 

n 

12 

5  Ide  Road,  Newfane 

Rosche 

tt 

14 

1  Pt,  Breeze  (Orleans  Co.)  Axtells 

tt 

21 

6  near  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

ft 

27 

6  Youngstown 

Heilborns 

Lapland  Long spur 

it 

17 

12  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

Snow  Bunting 

tt 

2 

750  Town  of  Barre 

Listman  rep*  Schaffner 

ft 

14 

400  Pt. Breeze  to  Shadigee 

Axtells 

n 

21 

500  near  Cassadaga 

Rosche 

tt 

28 

1900  near  Arcade 

Krayna  et  al 

tt 

30 

200  Jamestown 

Pillsbury 

Additional  species  observed  during  January  but  not  included  in  Noteworthy 
Records  or  Report  of  January  Waterfowl  Count.:  Red- tailed  Hawk,  Sparrow  Hawk, ' 
Ring-necked  Pheasant,  Great  Black-backed' Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Ring-billed  Gull, 
Rock  Dove,  Screech  Owl,  Great  Horned  Owl,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Yellow- shafted 
Flicker,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Horned  Lark 
(B.a.praticola) .  Blue  Jay,  Black- capped  Chickadee,  Wr hi te- br ea s ted  Nuthatch, 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper,  Golden- crowned  Kinglet,  Starling,  House 
Sparrow,  Cardinal,  Slate-colored  Junco,  Tree  Sparrow,  White-throated  Sparrow, 
Swamp  Sparrow  and  Song  Sparrow. 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  during  January  1962:  109 


Addenda  to  1961  Records: 

Tree  Swallow  Nov. _ 1  4  Rockhouse  Point,  0nt#  Schaffner,  Krayna  et  al 
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THE  CYCLIC  OCCURRENCE  OF  SOME  WINTER  BIRDS  IN  THE  B.O.S.  STUDY  AREA 

Part  I 

Kenneth  P.  Able 

A  paper  presented  before  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society  on  December  13,  1961 


Introduction 


Since  I  am  a  newcomer  to  the  Buffalo  area,  I  have  relatively  little 
knowledge  or  personal  experience  with  the  occurrence  of  winter  finches  in  this 
area.  Therefore,  the  information  related  here  is  based  entirely  upon  an 
examination  of  the  Noteworthy  Records  Section  of  The  Prothonotarv.  In  addition, 
I  will  attempt  to  present  a  picture  of  invasions  over  the  entire  country  so 
that  their  magnitude  and  character  can  be  compared  with  those  that  have  occurred 
in  the  local  area. 

An  understanding  of  the  stimulus  behind  these  invasions  and  their 
geographic  distribution  is  basic  to  a  good  understanding  of  our  local  data. 
Douglas  James  has  stated,  "In  this  column  Ludlow  Griscom  has  repeatedly 
emphasized  the  importance  of  food  availability  in  lieu  of  weather  conditions 
when  explaining  movements  of  nomadic  northern  species.  Circumstances  this 
winter  support  his  thesis.  The  exodus  southward  began  so  early  that  severe 
weather  was  completely  eliminated  as  a  stimulus.  If  the  birds  had  waited  for 
the  ’appropriate'  weather  they  would  have  delayed  departure  until  near  the  end 
of  the  winter.  Furthermore,  the  evidence  available,  although  not  demonstrating 
a  total  failure  in  food  production,  clearly  documents  a  general  scarcity  of 
conifer  seeds,  deciduous  tree  seeds  and  berries  of  the  boreal  forest 
representing  a  marked  decline  compared  with  last  year  when  an  invasion  did  not 
materialize". This  seems  to  adequately  conform  with  the  current  train  of 
thought  concerning  the  cyclic  occurrence  of  boreal  species,  i.  e.  that  the 
availability  of  food  in  the  northern  forest  dictates  the  magnitude  of  the 
invasions  of  most  so-called  winter  finches. 

A  good  eruption  of  Fringillids  in  our  area  does  not  necessarily  mean  that 
an  invasion  of  the  same  magnitude  is  occurring  throughout  the  country.  Since 
the  winter  of  194&-49  the  character  of  the  invasion  in  the  Nest  has  differed 
significantly  27  times  from  the  synchronous  condition  in  the  East  and  Middle 
Nest,  The  East  has  been  unique  15  times  and  the  Middle  Nest  on  only  seven 
occasions.  In  fact,  a  large  or  fair  eruption  has  occurred  simultaneously  on 
only  eight  occasions  in  all  of  the  areas  as  compared  with  the  more  than  60 
cases  where  invasions  of  different  types  have  occurred.  The  explanation  for 
this  probably  lies  in  the  differing  food  supply  from  zone  to  zone  in  the  boreal 
forest.  This  has  proven  to  be  operative  in  the  case  of  the  Red  Crossbill. 2 

It  is  also  very  evident  that  the  Nest  has  had  a  good  deal  fewer  invasions 
than  the  East  and  Middle  Nest.  In  the  past  ten  years,  counting  only  "large" 
eruptions,  there  were  26  in  the  East,  25  in  the  Middle  Nest,  and  only  six  in 
the  Nest,  In  the  Nest,  however,  a  condition  has  to  be  taken  into  consideration 

1.  Douglas  James,  "The  Changing  Seasons,"  Audubon  Field  Notes.  Vol.  12,  No.  3, 

June  195S,  p, 256 

2.  ibid. .  Vol.  15,  N0.  3,  June  1961,  p,305 
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Vol.  28,  No.  2  -  Cyclic  Occurrence  of  Winter' Birds  ( con  *t) 

which  does  not  particularly  concern  us  in  the  East.  Most  of  the  species  which 
we  consider  "northern"  or  boreal  breed  in  the  western  mountains.  Therefore  in 
the  West,  observers  must  decide  whether  the  birds  are  of  montane  origin  or  are 
actually  invaders  from  the  northern  boreal  forest. 

There  is  another  factor  which  is  evident  in  the  Western  New  York  and 
Ontario  region  as  it  is  throughout  the  East  and  Middle  West,  The  invasions, 
as  well  as  the  number  of  birds  reported,  are  increasing.  Prior  to  the  winter 
of  194&-49,  there  were  25  large  invasions  in  these  areas.  From  that  time  until 
the  present  there  have  been  51  such  eruptions.  This  doubling  in  the  latter 
decade  may  be  due  to  increased  knowledge  of  the  areas  and  of  time  spent  in' the 
field,  rather  than  an  actual  change  in  distribution  and  population  density. 

This  paper  was  supposed  to  deal  with  the  cyclic  occurrence  of  winter 
birds.  However,  in  examining  the  records  I  have  had  difficulty  in  finding  any 
regularly  recurring  sequence  in  summarizing  the  invasions.  Even  the  Snowy  Owl, 
which  has  been  linked  with  the  three  or  four  year  lemming  cycle,  is  not 
conclusively  cyclic. 

Finding  any  particular  similiarity  between  movements  of  different  species 
has  also  defied  me  with  the  exception  of  the  two  crossbills.  Noting  the  diverse 
diets  of  the  invaders,  this  is  not  too  surprising.  In  the  overall  picture  it 
appears  that  the  greatest  number  of  inconsistencies  occur  between  the  three 
species  which  are  most  dependent  upon  conifer  seeds  -  Red-breasted  Nuthatch, 

Red  Crossbill,  and  White-winged  Crossbill  (This,  however,  is  not  the  case  in 
the  Niagara  Frontier  Region.)  The  Pine  and  Evening  Grosbeaks,  which  are  able 
to  subsist  on  samaras  (winged  seeds),  particularly  of  ash,  and  berries,  in 
emergencies  also  show  differences  but  not  as  often  or  as  marked  as  in  the 
crossbills.  The  Redpoll  and  Pine  Siskin  which  utilize  the  small  deciduous  tree 
and  weed  seeds  differ  approximately  the  same  as  do  the  two  grosbeaks.  These 
variances  indicate  some  other  force  in  addition  to  food  supply  which  leads  to 
a  mass  movement  of  these  birds.  A  population  build-up,  as  in  the  Snowy  Owl, 
has  been  suggested  as  a  possible  necessary  prerequisite  to  an  erruption. 


Pine  Grosbeak 

Most  of  you  are  aware  that  the  current  winter  season  has  produced  large 
numbers  of  these  birds  in  our  area.  Usually  this  species  is  here  in  large 
numbers  or  completely  absent.  It  is  absent  during  more  years  than  it  is 
present  (see  Figure  1.). 

Winter  1936-37.  1937-38.  1938-39.  1939-40  -  The  Pine  Grosbeak  was  present 
every  winter  in  moderate  numbers.  Winter  1939-40  excelled  the  other  three  in 
magnitude,  a  total  of  24  observations  being  published  that  season. 

Winter  19A0-Z.1  -  no  published  reports 

Winter  19Z.1-/2,  19/,  2-4?.  -  Reports  for  three  successive  seasons. 

Maximum  numbers  occurred  in  1942-43  with  ten  reports  being  published.  1943-44 
was  a  close  second  with  nine  reports. 

Winter  19AA-A5  -  no  published  reports 

Winter  19A5-46  -  a  few  birds  were  present  this 
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Figure  1,  Cyclical  Occurrence  of  Pine  Grosbeak 


Winter  1946-47  -  The  largest  invasion  since  winter  1939-40  took  place, 
with  24  observations  being  published.  This  invasion  was  apparently  of  only 
local  significance.  No  movement  was  nbted  in  other  areas. 


-48  -  one  report  of  a  single  bird 


Winter  1948-49,  1949^50,  1950-51  -  no  published  reports 

Winter  1951-52  -»  'A^^er  being  absent  for  nearly  foui*  years*  the  invasion 
this  winter  surpassed  all  previous  ones  in  odr  area*  This  was  a  general  movement 
throughout  the  East.  The  movement  began  early  in  all  areas*  The  first  report 
in  B.O.S.  territory  was  of  one  bird  at  Lookout  Point,  Ontario  on  October  30. 

From  that  date  through  the  following  April,  a  total  of  161  individuals  were 
reported  in  The  Prothonotarv.  Charles  K.  Nichols,  who  was  then  reporting  for 
the  Hudsoru-St.  Lawrence  Region  in  Audubon  Field  Notes  stated  that  in  the  past 
one  hundred  or  more  years,  no  more  than  12  incursions  of  Pine  Grosbeaks  had 
taken  place  in  the  southern  part  of  his  region,  including  Long  Island  and 
northern  New  Jersey.  The  largest  previous  invasion  had  occurred  in  1929-30* 

Ke  also  noted  that  larch  groves  and  staghorn  sumach  were  used  extensively 
although  other  species  of  sumach  were  left  untouched,^  In  noting  the  four-year 
lapse  preceding  this  incursion  it  might  be  appropriate  to  point  out  that  this 
may  add  weight  to  the  population  build-up  theory  previously  mentioned. 

Winter  1952-53.  1953-54  -  no  published  reports 


3.  ibid. .  Vol.  6,  No.  3,  June  1952,  pp.  159-161 
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Vol.  28,  No.  2  -  Cyclic  Occurrence  of  Winter  Birds  (con’t) 

Winter  1954-55  -  In  the  autumn  of  1954  three  hurricanes  -  Carol,  Edna  and 
Hazel  -  moved  up  the  East  Coast.  Immediately  following  the  hurricanes,  finches 
surged  southward  into  New  England.  They  did  not  remain  there  long,  however, 
but  passed  southward  into  the  Middle  States.  A  fair  flight  of  Pine  Grosbeaks 
occurred  that  year  on  the  coast  but  the  flight  Vas  better  inland  including  our 
area.  Birds  from  this  inland  flight  reached  as  far  south  as  Tennessee.  A  total 
*  of  79  reports  were  published  for  the  local  area. 

Winter  1955-56.  1956-57  -  ho  published  reports 

Winter  1957-58  -  Although  a  fair  flight  began  to  develop  on  the  coast  in 
the  autumn,  it  did  not  materialize.  Therefore,  the  birds  present  here 
throughout  the  winter  seem  to  illustrate  a  local  invasion. 

The  Pine  Grosbeak  seems  to  show  a  more  definite  pattern  than  any  of  the 
other  finches.  An  interval  of  two  or  three  years  seems  to  be  present  between 
major  eruptions.  The  inter-species  relationship  between  this  species  and  the 
Evening  Grosbeak  is  evident  from  Figures  1  and  2.  All  six  of  the  major  Pine 
Grosbeak  eruptions  have  corresponded  with  major  flights  of  Evening  Grosbeaks, 


Evening  Grosbeak 

A.'. comparison  of  Figures  1  and  2  shows  that  the  number  of  Evening  Grosbeaks 
in  the  local  area  is  much  greater  than  those  of  the  Pine  Grosbeak.  The 
increase  in  abundance  during  recent  years  is  especially  noticeable  in  the 
Evening  Grosbeak. 

Winter  1926-37  through  Winter  1939-Z.O  -  Minor  invasions  occurred  during 
1936-37  and  during  the  two  year  period  193&-4G«  Birds  were  reported  only 
during  February,  March  and  April  during  these  years. 

Winter  19AQ-Z.1  -  no  published  reports 

Winter  19Z.1-Z.2  -  Another  mild  invasion  occurred  which  brought  birds  in  the 
early  spring  months,  one  being  noted  as  late  as  May  17. 

Winter  19A2-A3  -  several  birds  were  reported 

Winter  19 Z.3-Z.A  -  The  first  invasion  of  major  significance  during  this 
report  period.  Reports  of  127  birds  were  published  in  The  Prothonotarv 
for  the  winter  months. 

Winter  19Z.Z.-A5  -  no  published  reports 

Winter  19A5-/.6  -  A  much  better  flight  occurred  than  the  one  two  years 
previous  to  this.  A  total  of  864  birds  were  reported.  They  lingered  late  into 
1946,  128  being  reported  in  May.  The  last  bird  was  observed  in  East  Aurora, 
the  "Evening  Grosbeak  belt",  on  May  24. 

Winter  19A6-A7.  19Z.7-AS,  19Z.8-Z.9  -  relatively  minor  numbers  present 

'Winter  19A9-50  -  A  gigantic  flight,  dwarfing  all  previous  records,  took 
place,  A  total  of  24,512  birds  were  reported.  The  first  record  of  five  birds 
came  from  East  Aurora  during  September.  Numbers  gradually  built  up  until  a 
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Winter  Seasons 

Figure  2.  Cyclical  Occurrence  of  Evening  Grosbeak 

peak  of  24,180  birds  were  reported  during  February  alone.  This  flight  was 
observed  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Winter  1950-51  -  no  published  reports 

Winter  1951-52  -  The  second  largest  migration  on  record  occurred  here. 

In  the  B.O.S.  area  reported  observations  totaled  1,311.  During  October  61  birds 
were  reported  with  the  earliest' on  the  11  th.  On  the  national  scene  this  was 
the  largest  invasion  in  history.  Birds  were  observed  in  South  Carolina, 
Tennessee,  Missouri  and  flocks  of  up  to  500  were  reported  in  North  Carolina. 

Winter  1952-53.  195 3- 5A  -  Only  a  few  birds  were  reported  in  the  former 
season;  none  in  the  latter. 

Winter  195Z.-55  -  A  mild  flight  occurred  throughout  the  east  following  the 
three  hurricanes  mentioned  above.  Scattered  flocks  reached  Texas,  Alabama, 
Tennessee,  Georgia  and  South  Carolina. 

Winter  1955-56  -  The  flight  this  year  surpassed  the  1949-50  invasion 
as  the  largest  in  history  in  most  areas.  However,  such  was  apparently' not  the 
case  here.  large  flocks  reached  Southern  California,  Southern  Arizona,  New 
Mexico,  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Tennessee,  and  South  Carolina.  Maurice  Braun  alone 
banded  over  1,000  birds  at  Hawk  Mountain,  Pennsylvania, 
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Winter  1 956-57  -  no  published  reports 

Winter  1957-58  -  This  eruption  occurred  throughout  the  country  and  was 
then  described  as  the  largest  in  history,  total  numbers  apparently  exceeding 
those  of  1955-56. 

Since  Winter  1957-5&,  some  individuals  have  been  observed  every  year, 
with  1959-60  being  the  peak  recent  year. 

In  the  Evening  Grosbeak,  as  in  the  Pine  Grosbeak,  an  interval  of  one  or 
two  years  between  major  flights  seems  to  predominate.  However,  it  probably 
should  be  noted  again  that  increased  field  work  in  the  past  few  years  may  be 
producing  what  appears  to  be  increased  numbers  even  though  the  Evening  Grosbeak 
is  known  to  have  undergone  a  significant  range  extension  in  the  East. 

(to  be  continued) 


GENERAL  NOTES 

Winter  Roosting  of  Meadowlarks.-  In  covering  the  M  section  of ~the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society  Christmas  Count  Territory  on  December  30,  1961,  my  wife 
and  I  were  walking  across  a  field  south  of  Ransom  Road,  Grand  Island,  New  York 
at  about  1:30  P;Mi  The  snow  was  about  12-15  inches  deep  and  the  last  8-10 
indhes  had  fallen  the  previous  night*  It  was  a  very  light  and  fluffy  snow.  In 
a  span  of  some  200  feet  and  still  200-300  feet  from  the  woodlot  we  were 
heading  for,  I  flushed  three  meadowlarks.  In  each  case  the  bird  came  out 
from  under  the  snow  when  my  foot  Game  within  a  foot  or  so  from  where  the 
submerged  bird  had  sat  on  a  weed.  In  the  first  two  instances  my  step  had 
broken  up  the  snow  about  the  perch.  But  the  last  time  I  had  been  slightly  to 
the  side  of  where  the  bird  had  made  its  exit.  It  had  left  a  nearly  vertical, 
cylindrical  hole  in  the  snow  about  1-|--1  3/4  inches  in  diameter  and  approximately 
10-12  inches  deep.  Three  light  irregular  lines  on  top  of  the  snow  were 
outlined  by  the  wing  feathers  as  the  bird  took  off  in  flight.  The  birds  had 
apparently  perched  on  the  weeds,  possibly  in  the  shelter  of  a  depression  in 
the  snow.  They  were  subsequently  completely  covered  by  the  snowfall  of  the 
previous  night. 

As  the  sun  had  been  shining  brightly  for  four  to  five  hours  before  the 
birds  were  disturbed,  the  question  arises  whether  they  were  in  a  temporary 
state  of  hibernation,  to  keep  from  suffocating  under  the  snow.  However,  the 
birds  appeared  fully  alert  as  they  flew  away.  -  Walter  Klabunde,  4923  Creek 
Road,  Lewiston,  New  York. 


(23) 


Vol.  28,  No.  2 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


^PQT..'L^I>-..the_gight^,,  JatfBaary  %terfowl.  Count 

Date:  January  13-21,  1962  (target  date  January  13  ) 


Species  Recorded:  Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  territory  letters 
where  the  species  was  observed  when  it  was  reported  from  three  or  fewer 
territories.  Underlined  common  names  indicate  that  an  acceptable  detailed 
written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York 
and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  196l),  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Horned  Grebe 

5 

Mallard 

24s 

Black  Duck 

1347 

Gadwall 

2 

(B) 

Pintail 

3 

(B) 

Green- winded  Teal 

2 

(H.D 

American  Widgeon 

8 

(B) 

Redhead 

25 

Ring-necked  Duck 

3 

(E) 

Canvasback 

4270 

Greater  Scaup 

4349 

Miscellaneous :  Unidentified  ducks,  80, 
25063  individuals* 


Lesser  Scaup 

7 

(A,L) 

Common  Goldeneye 

7361 

Bufflehead 

178 

Oldsquaw 

3975 

(F.G) 

(A) 

White-winged  Scoter 

50 

Common  Scoter 

2 

Ruddy  Buck 

2 

(K) 

Hooded  Merganser 

5 

(B,C,I) 

Common  Merganser 

3340 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

78 

(L) 

American  Coot 

2 

GRAND  TOTAL,  22  species,  about 

Comments  and  Comparisons?  In  looking  through  back  issues  of  The  Kingbird 
and  The  Prothonotarv.  I  was  unable  to  find  the  results  of  the  January  1956 
Waterfowl  Count,  Hence,  the  comments  below  are  necessarily  based  on  the  results 
of  seven  counts  -  1955  and  1957  through  the  present. 


The  total  number  of  individuals  is  about  5000  higher  than  the  1961  total 
but  only  slightly  higher  than  half  of  the  record  high  count  -  46,200  individuals 
in  I960  (lowest  count  17,064  in  1959).  In  the  seven  years,  32  species  have 
been  recorded.  The  22  species  this  year  is  slightly  better  than  the  seven 
year  average. 

Horned  Grebe  -  higher  than  average.  Mallard  -  lowest  since  1958;  gradual 
decline  since  1959.  Black  Duck  -  about  average  but  only  half  the  number 
reported  in  1961.  Gadwall  -  third  record  for  count;  two  also  seen  in  I960. 
Green-winged  Teal  -  second  report  on  this  count.  American  Widgeon  -  second 
report  on  this  count.  Redhead  -  twice  the  number  recorded  in  1961  but  much  lower 
than  average.  Ring-necked  Duck  -  fourth  record  and  record  high  for  the  count. 
Canvasback  -  lowest  since  1959,  highest  was  15,372  in  1958.  Greater  Scaup  - 
higher  than  1961  count  but  lower  than  average.  Lesser  Scaup  -  third  record  on 
this  count.  Common  Goldeneye  -  record  high  count;  previous  high  of  6864  in 
I960.  Bufflehead  -  ties  1959  for  second  highest  count;  record  high  of  304  in 
1957.  Oldsquaw  -  second  highest  count;  record  high  of  5428  in  1958,  White¬ 
winged  Scoter  -  second  highest  count;  record  high  of  187  in  1955,  Common 
Scoter  -  second  record  for  count  (4  in  I960).  Hooded  Merganser  -  record  high 
count.  Common  Merganser  -  below  average;  higher  than  1961;  highest  was  15,192 
in  I960,  Red-breasted  Merganser  -  lowest  since  1959;  record  high  of  448  in  I960. 
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Vol.  28,  No.  2  *«  January  Waterfowl  Count  (con't) 

Territories  and  Observers?  Underlined  names  denote  the  individuals 
responsible  for  the  coverage  of  each  territory.  Dates  of  coverage  are  included 
in  parentheses. 

A.  Niagara  River  (Canadian  side),  bottom  of  Niagara  Falls  north  to  Lake  Ontario  - 

Mr.  Kenneth  Able.  Mr*  and  Mrs,  William  Able,  Mr.  Adrian  Dorst,  Mb*.  Daniel 
Salisbury  (Jan.  2l) 

B.  Niagara  River  (Canadian  side).  Lake  Erie  north  to  top  of  Niagara  Falls  -  Mr. 

Edward  L.  Seeberf  Mr.  Richard  C,  Rosche  (Jan.  34) 

C.  Lake  Erie  and  Niagara  River  (American  side),  South  Buffalo  Harbor  north  to 

Tonawanda  Creek  -  Mr.  Harold  D.  Mitchell.  Miss  Margaret  Wendling,  Miss 
Marie  Wendling  (Jan.  I4T 

D.  Niagara  River  (American  side) ,  Tonawanda  Creek  north  to  top  of  Niagara  Falls  - 

Mr.  Bernard  Nathan.  Mr,  James  Braunberns  (Jan.  I4) 

E.  Niagara  River  (American  side) ,  bottom  of  Niagara  Falls  north  to  Lake  Ontario  - 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde  (Jan.  14) 

F.  Lake  Ontario,  south  shore  from  Fort  Niagara  east  to  Olcott  -  Mr.  John  Lehrer 

(Jan,  14) 

G.  Lake  Ontario,  south  shore  from  Olcott  east  to  Point  Breeze  -  Dr.  and  Mrs. 

Harold  H.  Axtell  (Jan,  34) 

H.  Buffalo  Parks  -  Dr.  Arthur  Freitag  (Jan.  14) 

I.  Niagara  River  from  Grand  Island  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  C.  Ulrich.  Hr.  Raymond 

Franz,  Mr.  Harold  Freund  (Jan.  34) 

J.  Wehrle  Drive  Quarry,  Clarence  -  MjSs  Margaret  Wendling.  Miss  Marie  Wendling  - 

(Jan.  14) 

K.  Southern  Chautauqua  County  -  Dr.  Lewis  Kjblerr  Mrs. Russell  Pillsbury  (Jan.  34 ) 

L.  Lake  Erie,  south  shore  from  Lackawanna  to  Pennsylvania  State  Line  -  Mr. 

Richard  C.  Rosche  (Jan.  2l) 

M.  Allegany  River  near  Olean  -  Richard  Ce  Rosche  (Jan.  21 ) 

Richard  C#  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York 


NOTES  AND  NEWS 

Mr.  Pat  Hpctor.  Grand  Island  Game  Protector,  was  the  subject  of  a  short 
note  in  the  Sept.  18,  1961  issue  of  Snorts  Illustrated  (p.  120).  Called 
"Ducks  for  Dinner",  the  short  srticle  told  of  his  raising  2500  or  more  ducks 
and  pheasants  each  year;  his  daily  feeding  of  waterfowl  throughout  the  year; 
and  his  work  with  wildlife  in  the  Niagara  River  area  for  close  to  50  years.- 
Whitney  Mallam. 

Wilson  Ornithological  Society  Annual  Meeting:  April  6-8,  1962  at  Purdue 
University,  Lafayette,  Indiana.  Greater  Prairie  Chicken,  Yellow  Rail,  Smith's 
Longspur,  Golden  Plover  and  Sandhill  Crane  are  the  major  field  trip  attractions 
in  this  area.  -  Editor 

1962  Nesting  Data:  Now  is  the  time  to  begin  looking  for  nests...  Great 
Horned  Owl,  Horned  Lark,  etc.  Date  needed:  exact  dates,  contents  of  nest, 
localities.  Other  pertinent  comments  such  as  some  of  those  published  last  year 
are  interesting  to  all  as  well  as  useful.  -  Editor 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  8:00 
P.M.  from  September  through  June  inclusive, 

March  14  -  Good  Birding  Places  in  Sectional  Bivision  sCLl  by  Mary  Louise  liner  son* 
Good  Birding  Places  in  Sectional  Division  #12  by  Marie  Wendling. 

March  28  -  Plans  for  the  April  Bird  Count  by  Kenneth  P*  Able,  National  Audubon 
Society  film,  "Birds  of  Africa", 

April  11  -  "Color  in  Birds"  by  Mr.  PVed  Hall,  Director*  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

April  25  -  Report  of  the  April  Bird  Count  by  Kenneth  P.  Able.  Plans  for  the  May 
Bird  Count, (leader  to  be  announced) * 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

It  is  imperative  that  those  needing  transportation  contact  the  leader 

before  the  trip  so  that  places  can  be  provided  for  them* 

i 

March  31  -  South  Shore  of  Bake  Erie  for  early  migrants.  Meet  8:00  A.M.  at  Buffalo 
City  Hall,  Leader,  Mr;  James  Brauriberns  (NA  7-2571) 

!  .,  !  .  ,  :  ,  1 

April  8  -  April  Bird  Count,  Leader*  Mr.  Kenneth  Able,  473  Chapman  Parkway , 

Hamburg*  New  York  (NA  7^5636).  Please  contact  the  leader  if  you  can 
participate, 

April  14  -  Oak  Orchard  -Clarence-NewsteacUWolcottsville  Sinks  area  for  waterfowl. 
Meeting  time  and  place  to  be  announced.  Leaders,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Edward 
C,  Ulrich  (TF  3-3896). 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler:  Mr.  Joseph  Thill,  223  North  Park  Avenue,  Buffalo  16,  N.Y. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  Mrs.  Edward  P.  Cummiskey,  1759  Hertel  Ave. ,  Buffalo,  NY 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  &.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter 

Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  New  York 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  43  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  N.Y, 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc, 

Buffalo „  New  York  — 


THE  MOISTS 

Most  of  the  heavy  weather  on  a  nationwide  scale  that  continued' throughout 
February  missed  the  Niagara  Frontier  Area  again  as  it  did  in  January. 
Temperature  at  Buffalo  was  l.o  degrees  below  normal  while  precipitation  was 
average.  Most  of  the  generalizations  that  could  be  made  on  the  basis  of  this 
month's  bird  reports  have  already  been  made  in  one  or  more  of  the  last  three 
reports  of  The  Month.  It  is  interesting  and  pleasant  to  be  able  to  comment, 
however,  that  the  unusually  high  wintering  populations  of  all  species  so 
reported  have  managed  to  survive  this  exceptionally  hard  winter.  This  month* s 
published  reports  give  a  fair  suggestion  of  the  number  of  Rough-legged  Hawks 
in  the  area.  It  is  unfortunate  that  reports  fail  to  show  that  there  are  in 
fact  unusually  high  numbers  of  Short-eared  Owls  this  winter.  Rarely  if  ever 
before  have  three  Saw-whet  Owls  been  found  during  winter  in' one  locality  on  the 
Niagara  Frontier,  as  occurred  this  month  near  Fonthill,  Ont.  After  what  had 
been  a  rather  poor  winter  for  Redpolls,  there  was  a  notable  increase  in  this 
species  throughout  the  northern  portion  cf  our  study  area  during  February.  The 
maximum  number  of  Bohemian  Waxwings  yet  reported  in  one  group  is  eighteen.  - 
Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Bate  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961),  has  been  received  and  placed  in 
the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Horned  Grebe 


Feb. 

4 

2  Chautauqua  Lake 

Pillsbury  et  al 

ti 

12 

1  Chautauqua  Lake 

Webster  et  al 

ti 

13 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Schaffner,  Clark 

u 

17 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pillsbury  et  al 

11 

21 

1  Vineland,  Ont. 

Schaffner 
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Vol.  23,  Ho,  2  -  Noteworthy  Reoords  (con't) 


Horned  Grebe 

Feb. 

22 

1  Shadigee 

Able 

n 

24 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Salisbury,  Dorst 

Great  Blue  Heron 

tt 

15 

3  Grand  Island 

Freitag 

I! 

25 

1  Chautauqua.  Lake 

Piilsbury  et  al 

n  28 
(dead) 

1  Grand  Island 

Schaffner 

* Canada  Goose 

Feb. 

12 

1  near  Wilson 

Able,  Rosche 

Gadwall 

ti 

3 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont, 

Able 

Pintail 

ii 

3-21 

1-8  Niagara  Falls 

Rosche,  Able  et  al 

ii 

11 

1  Buckhorn  Is,  State  Park 

Able,  Rosche 

American  Widgeon 

it 

3,H 

5,2  Niagara  Falls 

Able,  Rosche 

Redhead 

ii 

17 

110  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rosche 

IT 

17 

25  Buffalo  Harbor 

Rosche 

11 

18 

46  Upper  Niagara  River 

Axtells  et  al 

11 

24 

35  Fort  Erie,  Ont, 

Able 

Ring- necked  Duck 

It 

13 

3  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Schaffner,  Clark 

Lesser  Scaup 

11 

11 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Able 

11 

24 

2  Thor old,  Ont. 

Salisbury s 

White-w.  Scoter 

II 

17 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rosche 

11 

22 

42  Wilson  to  Point  Breeze 

Able,  Rosche 

(several  additional  records  for  Niagara  River  and  Lake 

Ontario  throughout  the  month) 

Hooded  Merganser 

Feb. 

4 

1  Fort  Niagara 

Able 

ii 

11 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Able 

ii 

12 

2  Buckhorn  Is0  State  Park 

Able,  Rosche 

Cooper *s  Hawk 

it 

1 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

ii 

10 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

11 

2  Hamburg 

Bacon  rep.  Axtell 

it 

13,34 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

ii 

19 

1  Orchard  Park 

Thill 

ii 

23 

1  Newfane 

Brownstein 

ii  * 

26 

1  East  Pembroke 

Mitchell 

RecUsh.  Hawk 

Feb- 

1  Irving 

Schaffner,  Clark 

Feb- 

18 

2  Jerusalem  Corners 

Brownstein 

Feb. 

13 

1  Town  of  Pelham,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Feb. 

25 

1  Wales  Center 

Handlings 

Rough- 1.  Hawk 

it 

4 

20  Lockport 

Csont  et  al 

ii 

18 

27  Ontario  Plain 

Mitchell  et  al 

it 

21 

12  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

ti 

25 

10  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes 

*Bald  Eagle 

"  12 
(immature) 

1  over  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Marsh  Hawk 

Feb. 

22 

4  Kuckville 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

23 

4  Lyndonville 

Brownstein 

ii 

26 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

Ruffed  Grouse 

ii 

3 

2  South  Cayuga,  Ont. 

Able' 

*Gray  Partridge 

ii 

3 

21  South  Cayuga,  Ont, 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

21 

3  Dunnville,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

*  Turkey 

it 

23 

2  West  Clarksville 

von  Arnims 

ti 

25-28 

3  West  Clarksville 

von  Arnims 

American  Coot 

ti 

17 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Piilsbury  et  al 

Killdeer 

tt 

4 

1  Stockton 

Swanson  rep,  Piilsbury 

Glaucous  Gull 

it 

3 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Able 

ii 

4 

1  Lewiston 

Able 

n 

6 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

(28) 
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Vol.  28.  No.  3  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con’t) 

Glaucous  Gull 

Feb. 

18 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Axtells,  Able 

it 

18 

1  Niagara-on-  the-JLake ,  Ont. 

Able 

Iceland  Gull 

(L.g.  glaucoides) 

n 

3 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Klabundes,  Rice 

*(LC  g.kumlieni) 

it 

4 

1  Lewiston 

Able 

tt 

18 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Gr.  Black-b,  Gull 

tt 

18 

50  Upper  Niagara  Rivei* 

Axtells 

tt 

21 

104  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

tt 

21 

32  Miller’s  Creek,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

tt 

21 

7  Vineland  Station,  Ont, 

Schaffner 

Mourning  Dove 

tt 

1-12  3C-50  Youngstown 

Johnson  rep.  Klabundes 

tt 

3 

12  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes 

tt 

11 

10  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes 

tt 

13 

35  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

it 

^4 

15  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

tt 

22 

10  Pt.Breeze  (Orleans  Co.) 

Rosche,  Able 

tt 

25 

11  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes  et  al 

Barn  Owl 

it 

13 

1  Hamburg 

Clark  rep.  Schaffner 

Snowy  Owl 

tt 

4 

1  Lockport 

Bacon  et  al 

tt 

23 

1  LaSalle  Park,  Buffalo 

Axtells 

Barred  Owl 

tt 

26 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Long-eared  Owl 

it 

3 

1  South  Cayuga,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

tt 

6 

1  Willoughby,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

tt 

11 

1  Youngstown  Cemetery 

Klabundes 

tt 

18 

2  near  Newfane 

Mitchell  et  al 

tt 

21 

2  Long  Beach,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Short- eared  Owl 

it 

4 

20  Lockport" 

Csont  et  al 

it 

10-28 

4  Meyer  Rd. ,  Pendelton 

Garapp 

tt 

12 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

tt 

12 

15  Lockport 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

18 

12  A  Men 

Wolf ling 

tt 

25 

3  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Lowe 

Saw-whet  Owl 

n 

18 

3  near  Fonthill,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

n 

22 

1  Youngstown  Cemetery 

Able,  Rosche 

Belted  Kingfisher 

tt 

4 

1  Chautauqua  Lake 

Pillsbury  et  al 

Red-b.  Woodpecker 

it 

1-28 

1  Town  of  Batavia 

Buckland 

Horned  Lark 

(E.a.alDestris) 

tt 

11 

1  near  Frewsburg 

Webster  et  al 

»t 

11 

3  Wilson 

Klabundes 

tt 

12 

1  Ellery  Center 

Swanson  rep.  Pillsbury 

tt 

21 

12  Sden 

Bourne 

tt 

24 

3  St.  Catharines,  Ont, 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

tt 

25 

6  Eden 

Bourne 

tt 

25 

2  Town  of  Hartland 

Browns tein 

t> 

25 

1  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes 

(E.a.nraticola) 

it 

25 

1  Clarence 

Wendlings 

n 

11 

100  near  Frewsburg 

Webster  et  al 

tt 

17 

500  Hamburg 

Able 

u 

21 

125  Eden 

Bourne 

it 

25 

120  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes 

Common  Crow 

tt 

12 

2000  Niagara  Falls 

Rosche,  Able 

Boreal  Chickadee 

tt 

1 

1  Niobe 

Bealj  Kibler  et  al 

tt 

3 

1  Ridgeway,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche  et  al 

tt 

10 

1  East  Aurora 

Able 

Tufted  Titmouse 

tt 

1-28 

2  Williamsville 

Wright  rep.  Mitchell 

(29) 
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Vol.  23,  No.  3  - 

Noteworthy  Records  (con*t) 

'Tufted  Titmouse 

Feb, 

4 

1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

11 

10 

1  Port  Robinson,  Ont, 

Axtells 

n 

10 

1  Angola 

Nathan  et  al 

n 

11 

2  Allegany  State  Park- 
Onoville  area 

Webster 

it 

11 

1  Angola 

Able 

it 

12 

2  Wilson 

Able,  Rose  he 

11 

12 

1  Jamestown 

Webster  et  al 

u 

13 

1  Derby 

Schaffner,  Clark 

ti 

18 

2  Wilson 

Mitchell  et  al 

ti 

18 

1  Hamburg 

1,1  Angola,  Evans 

Brockners 

ii 

20 

Schaffner 

n 

23 

2  Greenhurst 

Swanson  rep.  Pillsbury 

n 

25 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

Carolina  Wren 

it 

1-28 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

Robin 

it 

5 

5  Angola 

Harrington  rep.  Bourne 

ii 

12 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

it 

13 

1  Town  of  Batavia 

Buckland 

n 

20 

4  Clarksburg 

Schaffner 

it 

22 

1  Wolcottsville 

Able,  Rose he 

it 

28 

2  Greenhurst 

Rhubottom  rep.  Pillsbury 

Hermit  Thrush 

tt 

20 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Heilborns 

Bohemian  Waxwine 

ti 

16 

4  Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

18 

18  Jerusalem  Corners 

Abies 

Cedar  Waxwing 

it 

9 

60  Springbrook 

Danner 

IT 

11 

80  Derby 

Able 

11 

18 

60  Jerusalem  Corners 

Abies 

tt 

20 

78  Clarksburg 

Schaffner 

Northern  Shrike 

II 

4 

1  Grand  Island 

Able 

tt 

10 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont, 

Axtells 

II 

11 

1  South  Wales 

Rosche 

tt 

11 

1  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes 

II 

11 

1  Angola 

Able 

II 

12 

1  Ontario  Plain 

Able,  Rosche 

11 

13 

1  Irving 

Schaffner,  Clark 

11 

17 

1  Ellery  Center 

Swanson  rep.  Pillsbury 

11 

18 

1  near  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

n 

13 

3  Ontario  Plain 

Mitchell  et  al 

tt 

22 

2  Ontario  Plain 

Able,  Rosche 

n 

23 

1  Carlton 

Brownstein 

it 

24 

1  Thor old,  Ont. 

Able 

ii 

25 

2  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes  et  al 

Myrtle  Warbler 

ii 

7 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

tt 

11 

1  Buckhorn  Is.  State  Park 

Rosche  et  al 

Eastern  Meadowlark  " 

3 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

ti 

3 

6  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

n 

10 

2  Port  Colborne,  Ont, 

Axtells 

it 

18 

6  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes 

tt 

21 

22  Grimsby  to  Port 
Davidson,  Ont, 

Schaffner 

ti 

22 

4  %e  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ii 

22 

20  Oak  Orchard-Ontario 
Plain  area 

Able,  Rosche  et  al 

u 

25 

5-7  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes  et  al 

RecLw.  Blackbird 

rt 

3 

2  Williamsville 

(30) 

Wendlings 
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Vol,  28,  No,  3  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con*t) 


Ked-w,  Blackbird  Feb,  3 

2  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

tt 

22 

35  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Able,  Rosche  et  al 

ti 

24 

4  Thor old,  Ont, 

Salisbury s 

it 

25 

6  Ellery  Center 

Swanson' rep,  Pillsbury 

Rusty  Blackbird  ” 

3 

1  Port  Colborne,  Ont, 

Axtells,  Whites 

11 

20 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont, 

Axtells 

Common  Crackle  n 

3 

1  Port  Colborne,  Ont, 

Axtells,  Whites 

it 

4 

5  William svi lie 

Wendlings 

ti 

4-26 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Heilborns 

Brown- h,  Cowbird  ” 

3-25 

1-17  Niagara  Falls 

Heilborns 

ti 

3 

12  Thor old,  Ont* 

Rosche>  Able 

11 

4 

12  Chautauqua  Lake  Outlet 

Pillsbury  et  al 

11 

10 

3  Angola 

Nathan  et  al 

it 

21 

30  Dunnville,  Ont, 

Schaffner 

tt 

22 

25  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Able,  Rosche  et  al 

ti 

24 

2  Thorold,  Ont, 

Salisbury 

Evening  Grosbeak 

L-28 

2-3  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

ti 

1-28 

10  Alden 

Wolf ling 

11 

1-28 

40-50  Lakewood 

Walkerman  rep,  Beal 

n 

4-26 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Heilborns 

11 

10 

10  Holland 

Able 

11 

10 

16,35  Hamburg,  Angola 

Nathan  et  al 

ti 

11 

25  Allegany  State  Park 

Webster  et  al 

11 

12 

25  Jamestown 

Webster  et  al 

tt 

13 

5  Holland 

Schaffner,  Clark 

11 

17 

10  Dunkirk 

Pillsbury  et  al 

tt 

23 

50  Holland 

Axtells 

Purple  Finch  ,J 

L-28 

6  William sville 

Wright  rep,  Mitchell 

it 

8 

1  near  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Pine  Grosbeak  11 

1-28 

15-20  Lakewood 

Walkerman  rep,  Beal 

it 

1 

11  Jamestown 

Beal,  Kibler 

11 

2 

26  Ellery 

Beal 

it 

4 

4  Chautauqua  Lake  Outlet 

Pillsbury  et  al 

n 

10 

31  Town  of  Eden 

Nathan  et  al 

11 

11 

26  Allegany  St,  Park  area 

Webster  et  al 

it 

12 

6  Jamestown  area 

Webster  et  al 

11 

12,16 

10  Alden 

Wo  If  ling 

11 

15 

7  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

11 

17 

6  Dunkirk 

Pillsbury  et  al 

11 

18 

12  lyndonville 

Smith 

11 

18 

26  Angola 

Able 

tt 

23 

60  Hoi] and 

Axtells 

n 

24 

20  Hamburg 

Able 

( 

see  notes 

i  Vo®,  27,  p*  115) 

• 

Common  Redpoll  Feb,  3 

250  St,  Catharines,  Ont, 

Dorst,  RoSche  et  al 

1! 

3 

15-20  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes,  Rice 

n 

4 

60  Lockport 

Csont  et  al 

n 

4 

2  Olcott 

Able 

it 

11 

300  Louth  Township,  Ont, 

Salisbury s 

11 

12 

5  Wilson 

Rosche,  Able 

t! 

18 

50  Grimsby  Beach,  Ont, 

Rosche,  Able 

11 

19-25 

250  St,  Catharines,  Ont, 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

tt 

21 

'  3  Vineland,  Ont, 

Schaffner 

tt 

21 

58  Clinton  Township,  Ont, 

Schaffner 

It 

24 

5  Thorold,  Ont, 

Able 

(31) 
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Vol,  28,  No,  3  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con’t) 


Red  Crossbill  Feb 

14  10 

3  Java  Lake 

Rose he 

^Vesper  Sparrow  Febi  21 

2  B earn svi lie,  Oht, 

Schaffner 

Opegon  Junpo  Feb 

>«  3 

1  Ridgeway,  Ont, 

Rosche,  Able 

it 

25 

1  Corwin 

Lehrer 

11 

25 

i  near  Cambria 

Klabundes  et  al 

Field  Sparrow  F$t 

La..  .A 

6  Chautauqua  Lake  Outlet 

Pillsbury  et  al 

Feb 

..  12 

1  Wilson 

Able 

Feb 

>.  18 

1  near  Grimsby  Beach,  Ont, 

Rose he,  Able 

Feb,  _ 

2  near  Olcott 

Brownstein 

White- cr.  Sparrow  Feb,  1 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

3 

3  St,  Catherines,  Ont, 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

ft 

3 

3  Niagara-o n-the-Lake, Ont, 

Klabundes,  Rice 

tt 

10 

3  near  Jordan,  Ont, 

Klabundes 

it 

11 

3,3  Wilson,  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

it 

21 

32  Vineland  to  Beamsville, 

Schaffner 

Ont, 

it 

23 

3  near  Olcott 

Brownstein 

tt 

24 

15  Thor old,  Ont, 

Salisbury  s 

tt 

25 

23  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes  et  al 

White-thr,  Sparrow  " 

12 

10  Jamestown  area 

Webster  et  al 

Swamp  Sparrow  11 

1,23 

1  Jamestown 

Beal,  Kibler 

Lapland  Long spur  ” 

12 

1  Wilson 

Rosche,  Able 

it 

16 

1  Clarence 

Wendlings  et  al 

tt 

17 

6  Hamburg 

Able 

tt 

18 

10  Grimsby  Beach,  Ont, 

Able,  Rosche 

tt 

19-25 

50  St,  Catharines,  Ont, 

Dorst  et  al 

it 

21 

2  Clinton  Township,  Ont, 

Schaffner 

tt 

22 

1  Clarence 

Wendlings  et  al 

tt 

22 

4  Wolcott svi lie 

Rosche,  Able  et  al 

tt 

25 

9  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes  et  al 

tt 

25 

2  Clare  nee- Indian  Falls 

Wendlings 

Snow  Bunting 

3 

100  Gunnville 

Wendlings 

tt 

11 

1000  near  Frewsburg 

Webster  et  al 

tt 

11 

200  Derby 

Brockners 

tt 

11 

200  Kiantone 

Howard  rep,  Beal 

tt 

11 

500  Varysburg 

Wendlings 

it 

13 

100  New  Oregon 

Schaffner,  Clark 

tt 

13 

700  Concord 

Schaffner,  Clark 

n 

18 

200  Grimsby  Beach  to 

Able,  Rosche 

Niagara-on- the- Lake , Ont, 

» 

tt 

22 

300  St,  Catharines,  Ont, 

Dorst 

tt 

22 

300  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes  et  al 

tt 

22 

100  Batavia 

Buckland 

tt 

25 

300  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes  et  al 

tt 

25 

240  Indian  Falls- Clarence 

Wendlings 

Addenda* 


Rough-1, 

Hawk 

Jan* 

24 

32  Lockport 

Bacon  et  al 

Barn  Owl 

Jan, 

28 

1  5  miles  west  of  Fredonia  Stanley 

(brought  in 

injured) 

Short- e. 

Owl 

Jan, 

24 

39  Lockport 

Bacon  et  al 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded:  109 

Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  _ 6 

Total  for  1962:  115 
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Vol.  28,  No.  3 


GE1'TERAL  NOTES 


Blacb-headed  Gro sbeak  _at  jkoliand New  York,-  The  range  of  the  Black¬ 
headed  Grosbeak  (Pheuctlous  lujs V  according  to  the  .American 

Ornithologists1  Union  Cberk-’li  ob  of^  Norlii  .American  Birds  (5th  eda ,  1957*  pp. 
549-50)  is:  “S.  British  Go  lumbia,  S9  Alberta,  S0  Saskatchewan,  and  C.  Nebraska, 
south  to  N.  Baja  California,  Guerrero,,  and  Oaxaca,.  Winters  from  S@  Baja 
California,  S«  Sonora,  S„  Chihuahua,  i'Jueva  Leon,  and  Louisiana  to  Gcjxaoa.  ”  P0  m. 
melanocephalus  is  accidental  at  Glasixmbitry,  Connecticut  and  Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts  according  to  the  above  source.  Reilly  and  Parks  in  Preliminary 
Annotated  Checklist  of  New  York  State  Birds  (N„Y.  State  Museum  and  Science 
Service,  1959 >  p.  3&T  place  it  on  a  hypothetical  list  based  on  sight  records 
from" Long  Island  and  Lower  Hudson  (April  28,  1955  -  photographed) n. 


The  increasing  regularity  of  this  species  in  recent  years  during  the  fall 
and  winter  months  in  the  Northeastern  States  is  clearly  evidenced  by  the 
following  sight  records  from  this  area  since  March  I960  (Audubon  Field  Notes, 

Vol.  14,  No.  3  -  Vol.  15,  Noc  5):  l)  March  18 ?  i960  at  South  Windsor,  Conn. ; 

2)  August  24,  I960  at  Marblehead,  Mass.;  3)  September  14,  I960  at  Plum  Island, 
Mass.;  4)  September  22,  i960  at  Newburyport,  Mass. ;  5)  October  31,  I960  at 

South  Windsor,  Conn.;  6)  December  26,  I960  at  Cape  May,  N. J0 ;  7)  January 

2,  1961  at  Cape  Cod,  Mass.;  8)  December  15,  1960-January  22,  1961  at 
Schuylkill,  Pa,;  9;  December  24,  1960-March  1961  at  Pine  Ridge,  Va. ;  10) 

January-March  1961  at  Pikesville,  Maryland. 

An  adult  female  observed  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Schweikhard  and  the  writers 
on  January  6,  1962,  is  the  first  well  documented  and  verified  report  for  the 
Western  New  York  Region.  It  was  observed  at  a  feeding  station  maintained  by 
Miss  Dorothea  Duttweiler  on  the  Blanchard  Road,  about  one-half  mile  west  of  New 
York  State  Route  #16,  Town  of  Holland,  Erie  County,  New  York. 

On  January  6  we  observed  the  bird  for  approximately  twenty  minutes  during  a 
two  hour  period  at  distances  varying  from  25  to  75  feet  through  7  x  35  and 
10  x  50  binoculars,  and  two  20  power  Bausch  and  Lomb  Balscopes,  Sr.  The  light 
was  dull  but  since  the  bird  was  rather  tame,  we  were  afforded  excellent  study 
conditions  at  close  range  as  it  fed  on  a  bench  and  perched  in  nearby  apple  and 
pine  trees  in  front  of  us. 

The  bird  was  more  bulky  and  shorter- tailed  than  the  nearby  Cardinals  with 
which  it  most  often  associated.  The  general  pattern  was  like  that  of  a  female 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak.  The  back,  wings.?  and  tail  were  brownish.  Two  white 
bars  were  clearly  visible  on  each  folded  wing.  The  back  showed  clear  whitish 
streaks;  the  rump  was  devoid  of  streaking.  The  head  possessed  a  light  median 
line  and  an  obviously  light  superciliary  line  which  was  bordered  dorsally  by 
brown  and  ventrally  by  a  brownish  auricular  patch.  The  throat  and  ventral 
edges  of  the  auricular  were  whitish.  The  bill  was  distinctive  and  typically 
grosbeaks like,  being  large,  stout  and  conical;  it  was  light. 

With  the  unaided  eye,  the  high  coloration  on  the  breast  was  easily 
visible.  A  rich  buffy- orange  covered  the  breast  and  entire  underside  of  the 
bird  to  and  including  most  of  the  under  tail  region.  The  throat  and  center  of 
the  breast  were  devoid  of  streaking.  Dark  pencil-like  streakings  were  limited 
to  the  sides  of  the  breast  and  metatarsal  area. 


On  the  following  day  we  studied  a  small  series  Of  female  Rose-breasted 
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and  Black-headed  Grosbeak  specimens  from  the  collection  located  at  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science.  These  showed  a  gradation  from  the  "typical”  whitisb- 
breasted,  heavily- streaked  female  Rose-breasted  to  the  "typical"  highly- colored 
Black-headed  with  fine  dark  streakings  limited  to  the  sides  of  the  breast  and 
tiie  flanks.  It  was  apparent  at  once,  that  one  could  identify  in  the  field  with 
any  degree  of  reasonable  certainity,  only  "typical"  specimens  of  either  species. 
It  was  also  apparent  that  the  bird  we  had  observed  on  the  previous  day, 
possessed  the  highly  colored  underparts  with  limited  streaking,  found  in  the 
"typical"  female  Black-headed  Grosbeak. 

During  the  period  January  7—  IB,  this  bird  was  studied  under  nearly  the 
same  conditions  as  outlined  above,  by  numerous  active,  local  field  observers 
including  Dr,  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Mrc  Richard  Brownstein,  Mr.  Harold  D.  Mitchell, 
Mr.  Arthur  S chaff ner  and  Mr.  Edward  L.  Seeber,,  Good  16  mm,  colored  motion 
pictures  showing  the  characters  of  the  underparts  were  taken  by  Mr.  Fred  Hall, 
Director,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Mr.  Robert  Cogge shall  obtained  35  mm. . 
Kodachrome  transparencies.  All  those  who  observed  this  individual  in  the  field 
(in  addition  to  the  available  evidence  on  film)  concur  that  the  identification 
was  correct. 

On  January  IS  the  bird  was  trapped,  banded  and  released  by  Mrs.  Richard  W. 
Boynton.  After  being  released  it  was  not  seen  by  Miss  Duttweiler,  who  had 
watched  it  at  her  feeder  since  December  21,  1961,  until  January  25#  From  that 
date  until  at  least  April  8  the  grosbeak  still  remained  in  the  general  area  - 
visiting  several  feeders.  -  Richard  C.  Rosche,  4&  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo, 

New  York  and  Kenneth  P.  Able,  478  Chapman  Parkway,  Hamburg,  New  York, 


Binding  in  Allegany  State  Park.-  Allegany  State  Park  is  located  in 
southwestern  New  York  State,  adjacent  to  the  Allegheny  National  Forest  in 
Pennsylvania,  Although  the  Park  is  primarily  composed  of  wet,  lowland  hemlock 
and  upland  maple-beech  woods,  substantial  .areas  of  field,  pine  woods,  and 
semi-open  (cherry-aspen)  type  habitats  are  also  found  there.  This  variation 
in  habitat  offers  quite  a  variety  of  bird  life  to  the  ornithologist.  Within 
the  past  few  years  I  have  become  quite  familiar  with  the  kinds  of  birds  found 
there  and  the  places  in  the  Park  where  they  are  found. 

In  addition  to  the  very  common  bards  in  the  hemlock-maple-beech,  and  mixed 
woods  are  found  Purple  Finch,  Hermit  Thrush,  Broad-winged  Hawk,  Solitary  Vireo, 
Pileated  Woodpecker,  Swainson!s  Thrush,  Brown  Creeper,  Turkey,  Yellow-bellied 
Sap sucker,  and  Golden-crowned  Kinglet  (rare). 

In  the  open  and  semi-open  areas  of  the  Park.  I  have  found  Bluebird, 

Traill’s  Flycatcher,  White- throated  Sparrow  (rare;,  Bobolink  and  Swamp 
Sparrow  in  addition  to  the  more  common  species. 

On  or  near  the  Parks’  two  lakes  I  have  found  Hooded  Merganser,  Black 
Tern  and  Ring-billed  Gull, 

The  degree  to  which  the  Park  differs  in  birdlife  to  areas  closer  to  Buffalo 
is  illustrated  by  the  fart  that,  from  my  observations,  the  Sapsucker  is  the 
Park’s  most  common  woodpecker,  whereas  Mourning  Dove,  Cowbird  and  Crested 
Flycatcher  are  almost  entirely  missing  from  the  Park,  While  the  bulk  of  my 
observations  have  been  made  in  late  July  and  early  August,  migrations .  and 
winter  also  offer  a  wide  variety  of  birdlife,  —  David  Thompson,  228  Highgate 
Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


Report  of  the  Research  Committee 

It  is  well  to  review  last  year’s  report-*-  and  to  consider  some  of  the 
results  which  have  been  achieved,  at  least  in  part,  during  the  past  year. 

First  and  foremost  os  the  resurgence  of  nesting  data  on  the  birdlife  of 
our  area,  for  which  the  committee  is  very  grateful  to  all  members  submitting 
records.  Many  of  these  records,  including  all  of  the  significant  data,  were 
published  in  The  Prothonotary^,,  tie  are  hopeful  that  all  members  will  participate 
in  this  important  activity  during  1962.  Send  in  the  data  along  with  your 
records  at  the  beginning  of  each  month.  If  possible,  state  how  many  eggs  or 
young  are  in  each  nest. 

The  last  of  the  series  of  five  early  September  Shore  Bird  Counts  on  the 
north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  ^was  carried  out  on  September  9,  1961,  under  the 
leadership  of  Edward  L.  Seeber.  This  year  we  propose  to  begin  a  new  series  in 
the  latter  part  of  July,  under  the  leadership  of  Kenneth  P.  Able. 

We  have  already  participated  in  the  January  Waterfowl  Count,  in  cooperation 
with  the  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs,  and  already  reported  by 
Richard  C.  Rosche^. 

The  committee's  suggestion  that  an  article  might  be  written  on  the 
recurrence  of  various  species  of  sporadic  winter  visitants  was  followed  by 
Kenneth  P.  Able,  who  presented  a  fine  paper,  with  charts,  before  our  society 
on  December  13,  1961,  Part  I  of  this  paper  was  published  in  The  Prothonotary^. 

A  breeding  bird  survey  of  the  Oak  Orchard  Game  !■ Management  area  was 
undertaken  by  permission  of  the  New  York  State  Conservation  Department.  Those 
who  participated  were  Ronald  Adema,  Harold  and’ Rachel  Axtell,  Richard  Brownstein, 
Bernard  Nathan,  Richard  C.  Rosche  and  Edward  L,  Seeber  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell, 
leader. 5 

Another  project,  dealing  with  the  spring  migration  waves  which  occur 
along  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  was  an  individual  effort  by  Arthur  Clark. ° 

Several  other  projects  which  we  hoped  might  be  adopted  by  some  of  our 
members,  were  those  suggested  in  past  issues  of  The  Prothonotary. ? 

Projects  to  be  worked  on  during  1962  includes 

l)  Monthly  census  and  Breeding  Bird  Count  of  our  Grand  Island  Refuge, 
under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  and  Mrs*  Walter  Kiabunde,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  C. 

1*  The  P r o thono tary .  Vol.  27,  No.  3,  March' 1961,  pp,  33-34 

2.  Abide ,  Vol.  27,  pp.  77-79,  86-83,  95-97,  105 

3.  ibid* ,  Vol.  28,  No.  2,  February  1962,  pp.  24-25 

4.  ibid*,  pp,  18-23 

5.  ihid. ,  Vol.  27,  No.  10,  October  1961,  pp.  107-108 

The. Conservationist,  Vol.  16,  No.  3,  December- January  196L-62,  p,  37 

6.  The  Prothonotary .  Vol.  27,  No.  5,  May  1961,  pp,  54-55 

7.  ibid.,  Vol.  19,  No,  3,  March  1953,  pp*  16-17;  Vol.  24,  No.  4,  April  195&, 

pp,  19-22;  Vol.  27,  No.  3,  March  1961,  pp.  33-34 
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Ulrich  and  Harold  Freund,  Call  them  for  dates  if  you  can  help.  It  will  "be 
interesting  to  see  if  the' inf luence  of  the  new  pond  and  plantings  has  affected 
the  status  of  any  species.  Publication  of  the  data  in  Audubon  Field  Notes  is 
a  possibility. 


2)  A  Breeding  Bird  Survey  of  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park,  with  a  report  of 
the  results  to  the  hio  ora  Parks  Commission.  This  will  show  our  continued 
interest  in  this  important  area,  A  complete  year*s  list  of  all  species  found  in 
the  Park  would  also  help  to  show  its  value  in  promoting  the  conservation  of  bird 
life.  Please  help  Harold  Axtell  and  Whitney  Mallam  to  carry  out  this  important 
assignment 


3)  Careful  records  of  occurrences  of  Bald  and  Golden  Eagles  in  our  area 
should  be  sent  each  month,  along  with  your  regular  reports.  Advice  as  to 
whether  the  bird  seen  was  an  adult,  or  an  immature,  or  unaged,  and  details  of 
any  nestings,  will  allow  us  to  aid  Alexander  Sprunt  IV,  in  his  national  survey. 

4)  Report  all  migration  records  of  the  Bufflehead,  giving  the  number  of 
each  sex,  date  and  locality.  This  is  to  aid  A,J,  Erskine,  who  is  making  a 
detailed  stud5^  of  this  species  * 

5)  This  fall  Edward  Seeber  has  agreed  to  assume  the  direction  of  a  Hawk 
Count  in  our  area,  in  cooperation  with  the  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird 
Clubs.  We  expect  to  have  the  dates  soon  after  the  Federation  meeting  in 
Albany  on  May  12.  Dr.  Olin  S,  Pettingill  hopes  to  interest  others  so  that  all 
of  the  Great  Lakes  Region  will  be  covered  in  future  years, 

6)  A  check  of  all  crow,  blackbird  and  martin  roosts,  and  of  heronries  of 
both  Great  Blue  and  Black-crowned  Night  Herons  in  our  area. 

7)  A  Rarity  Committee,  under  the  leadership  of  Richard  C,  Rosche,  to  check 
on  rarities  at  feeding  stations,  in  cooperation  with  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society 
Feeding  Station  Committee. 

8)  Ecology:  We  should  learn  through  years  of  careful  observation  what 
species  are  adapted  to  every  biological  niche  in  our  area.  Some  examples  are: 
l)  various  types  of  bogs  at  both  high  and  low  elevations!  2)  climax  forests  of 
evergreens,  deciduous  trees,  and  of  mixed  forests;  3)  plantations  of  evergreens, 
and  of  other  trees,  shrubs,  etc.;  4)  wet  woods,  as  at  Beaver  Meadow  and  the 
northern  section  of  Allenberg  Bog;  5)  lakeshore  areas  at  both  high  and  low 
elevations;  6)  the  Sugar  loaf  Area  and  the  "sand  country”  in  our  Ontario 
territory;  7)  Many  special  spots*  such  as  the  area  behind  the  dunes  at  Abino 
Bay  and  Abino  Hills,  and  some  of  the  localities  in  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  and  in  the 
Wainfleet  Marsh.  There  are  others,  of  course,  but  such  a  valuable  ecological 
survey  as  was  made  by  Saunders  of  the  birds  of  Quaker  Run  Valley,  Allegany 
State  Park,  New  York  (New  York  State  Museum  Handbook  16,  1936)  is  what  we  have 
in  mind.  Any  pertinent  information  should  be  sent  to  Anthony  Krayna,  103 
Gatchell  Street,  Buffalo  12,  New  York. 


We  expect  all  members  of  our  Society  to  take  part  in  one  or  more  of  our 
research  projects.  We  should  not  stop  our  field  work  as  soon  as  the  spring 
migration  is  over.  Participation  in  breeding  bird  surveys  is  fascinating  as 
well  as  very  instructive.  Contact  any  member  of  the  committee  for  help  and 
suggestions  on  any  project  you  may  have  in  mind. 

~ibid. ,  Vol.  27,  No.  10,  October  1961,  p.  105 
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Harold  D*  Mitchell,  Chairman 

Harold  H.  Axtell 

Richard  Brownstein 

Arthur  R,  Clark 

Anthony  Krayna  III 

Whitney  Mallam 

Bernard  Nathan 

Richard  C*  Rosche 

Arthur  S chaff ner 

Edward  L.  Seeber 


B.O.S.  Verification  Committee  for  Rare  Birds 

The  following  committee  was  announced  by  the  President,  Mr.  Bernard 
Nathan,  at  the  553rd  meeting,  February  24,  I960: 

Buffalo:  Mary  Louise  Emerson  and  Alice  Ulrich 
Wiliiamsville:  Marie  Wendling  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell 

Niagara  Falls,  Lewiston  and  Niagara  County:  Mr*  and  Mrs*  Walter  Klabunde 
Genes  see  County:  Mrs.  0CL*  Pixley 
Wy oming  County:  Richard  C,  Rosche 
Hamburg:  Mrs*  John  Bacon  and  Thomas  L*  Bourne 

East  Aurora  and  Orchard  Park:  Richard  Byron  and  Robert  Coggeshall 
Canada:  Harold  H.  Axtell  and  Arthur  S chaff  ner 


NOTES  AND  NEWS 


Waterfowl  Survey  Reveals  Decline:  This  winter* s  annual  survey  of  waterfowl 
populations  in  the  Atlantic  Flyway  showed  waterfowl  numbers  declined  from  a  year 
ago.  Duck  numbers  in  the  Flyway  were  down  about  seven  percent  and  geese  numbers 
off  23  percent  to  50  percent,  depending  on  the  species*  The  winter  waterfowl 
survey  is  conducted  by  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  in  cooperation  with  State 
and  Federal  agencies*  .  ..  • 

Although  weather  conditions  kept  more  birds  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
Flyway,  the  important  Black  Duck  shows  little  change  from  last  year.  Some  other 
species  continued  to  lose  ground.  The  mallard  was  down  25  percent,  pintail  off 
18  percent,  and  ring-necked  down  20  percent,  but  the  relatively  abundant  scaup 
showed  no  change.  Considering  all  favored  duck  species  together,  there  was  a 
moderate  decline  for  the  Flyway  as  a  whole. 

Goose  species,  which  have  done  so  well  in  recent  years,  exhibited  drastic 
reductions  in  numbers.  Only  about  half  the  number  of  brant  are  present  in  the 
Flyway  this  year  as  compared  to  last  year.  The  snow  goose  shows  a  loss  of  over 
25  percent.  Even  the  Canada  Goose  shows  a  loss  of  nearly  a  fourth  the  number 
present  last  year.  Apparently,  these  far-north  nesters  had  very  poor  nesting 
success  last  summer.  Field  checks  by  technicians  in  the  Flyway  during  the 
fall  and  winter  indicate  a  marked  scarcity  of  young  birds  in  the  flocks. 

The  information  given  here  concerns  only  the  results  of  the  survey  in  the 
17  states  of  the  Atlantic  Flyway,  conducted  during  the  period  January  8-14. 

(From  the  Maine  Field  Naturalist.  March  1962,  Vol.  18,  No.  3). 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

/ 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  8:00 
P.M,  from  September  through  June  inclusive. 

May  9  -  Identification  of  Spring  Warblers  by  Richard  C.  Rosche 

May  23  -  Bird  Nests  by  Anna  Mae  Bacon 

June  13-  Report  of  the  May  Bird  Count  by  Bernard  Nathan 

June  27-  No  meeting 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

It  is  imperative  that  those  needing  transportation  contact  the  leader 
before  the  trip  so  that  places  can  be  provided  for  them. 

May  6  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Meet  8:00  A.M.  at  Peace  Bridge,  Buffalo. 
Leader,  Harold  D.  Mitchell  (NF  3-8612). 

May  20  -  May  Bird  Count.  Leader*  Mr.  Bernard  Nathan,  17  Rand  Avenue,  Buffalo 

16,  N.Y;  (TR  6-6030).  Please  contact  the  leader  if  you  can  participate. 

May  27  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  Whimbrels.  Contact  the  leader,  Harold 
H.  Axtell,  for  details  at  TX  6-5200  (days  only). 

Saturday  Morning  Bird  Walks  -  Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery,  Buffalo* 
Meet  Windsor  and  Rumsey  Roads  at  7:00  A.M.  on  May  5*12,19  and  26. 


****** *********** 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler:  Mr,  Joseph  Thill,  223  North  Park  Avenue,  Buffalo  16,  New  York. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  Mrs.  Edward  Cummiskey,  1759  Hertel  Ave.,  Buffalo  16, NY 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter 

Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  New  York 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR:  Richard  C,  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

The  weather  during  March  was  considerably  more  pleasant  than  usual  for 
this  month*  Temperature  was  two  degrees  above  the  average;  precipitation  was 
only  1.23  inches,  two  inches  below  normal;  there  were  no  windstorms;  and  the 
amount  of  sunshine  greatly  exceeded  that  of  the  usual  March.  In  spite  of  these 
conditions,  however,  the  bird  migration  in  general  was  retarded.  Night  migrants, 
such  as  the  sparrows,  were  very  late  and  slow  in  arriving.  This  latter  fact  is 
readily  explained  by  the  complete  absence  of  good  nocturnal  migrating  conditions. 
At  night  throughout  the  entire  month  either  the  temperature  was  below  freezing 
or  the  sky  was  entirely  overcast.  The  report  of  local  weather  conditions, 
however,  does  not  explain  why  most  daytime  migrants  were  behind  time.  Several 
days  in  which  local  weather  seemed  ideal  for  good  diurnal  migration  produced 
little  or  no  overhead  flight,  and  on  the  few  days  that  did  produce  a  good 
movement  the  weather  was  not  ideal.  These  observations  remind  us  that  the  local 
weather  situation  is  not  enough  for  predicting  or  explaining  bird  migration. 
However,  while  the  B.O.S.  study  area  was  experiencing  pleasant  weather,  other 
areas  within  several  hundred  miles  were  often  having  conditions  quite  unsuitable 
for  bird  migration,  and  this  included  areas  up  the  migration  stream,  through 
which  our  March  migrants  must  pass. 

The  maximum  of  nine  Red-necked  Grebes  reported  on  the  Upper  Niagara  River 
is  an  unusualljr  high  number  for  that  location.  Although  in  March,  1959, 
forty-five  were  seen  there  in  one  day,  that  was  the  first  March  in  which  this 
species  had  been  reported  on  the  Upper  River  in  ten  years.  It  is  more  frequent 
at  that  time  on  Lakes  Ontario  and  Chautauqua. 

The  number  of  Red- shouldered  Hawks  is  again  this  year  a  prominent  and 
pleasing  part  of  the  early  spring  migration  along  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 
The  female  Barrow1  s  Goldeneye  in  the  northeastern  corner  of  our  study  area  is 
probably  the  most  unusual  record  this  month.  -  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum 
of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


(39) 


-  '  .  ■  '  ’  . 


:  ..  .  v.; 


:  tT;T.;*n 

"•  X  '73i.i  ruidj  •  n££  •  ••'  .  --*i  S  '  p.iw  ■  r>  v  ** :T 

■  ;  •  ■  . 

c,;.:  i.  ip  wv ■>.:? :•  :  e  •  ■••rf:  •  u- orxofl  jo  '.ef  c *  •  u  o  ,1  vusc. 

■  .  :  ■  ..  .  :■■.•  ...  .  ■  ■  ■  :  ■  : ■  .  o  .:  o  ".j:1  :  ,J  .  r\-. 

s  •  .  •  i  '  .  ;  -J  '  ■  -  -  .  .  ■■  ... 

.  vr<  .  ■  i  ...',  .  oqc  i  .  . .. 

.  . '  .  ,  I;.  <;  -  tv  ....  ■- jtc  ■  '-d  ;  ' /.  j  •; 

.  '  .  it  w  8*x  id  ■  e  t  "  l  •.  :  ;  . 

:  o  red  b  \  .  .  J  •  .  .  . 

r  r>-.: 7  balder:  ov:  r  wr?  -  ruN'I-ws  o  or-  .  x\:eve'.'<ai 

nc  i  .  ... .  .  '  fired!  end-  ’  .  ■ 

•  eoijbo'i  .  ■  ■  .  .  ■  co  e 

.  .  .  ■  ■  t  bxiimei  an  s  .  riT  It  bbv  i  a 

*  t<  .  3  .  ;  ■  .  li  '  O  :  old  >J  -  ■  ■  I£  .  •  •  ;  ■ 

.  .  \  .  .  '  ■  '  '  BO  IB 

.  .  .  ■  tit  p  BfloJb  >  d  i ....  1  “lew  €  .  if  ufrf 

si  <  i  .  •  n  i  BT‘  s  ids  . 

.  -;sbc  err. x ■  so' v.'  rin  Xo'is  :  Tiro  • ; :oxdw 

-  •  ■  .  si  ■  rid  ic  . fe*  a-beH  on!  .  .  s  i 

.  ■  '  .  '  ■  . 

.  .  ■  ... 

eo  ■  .  ■  [  .  ■  .  %  dec  ;...  .  .  • 

.  :.  ssrtoJ  ••••••  .: 


. .  ei  .  i  j  ■ 

3to  :  .  :  -  •  I  • 

. 

:  '  ...  ' '  .  ■  ■ .  ; id  .  ...  f  t 

‘•::ov  we/.  .  :  t:  ”  •  1o 


9 


(OF ) 


Vol,  28,  No,  4 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 

New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario1,  (B.O.S.,  1961),  has  been  received  and  placed  in 
the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


*Red- necked  Grebe 

Mar, 

2,3 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rosche,  Able 

n 

4 

6  Upper  Niagara  River 

Able 

u 

17,31 

8,9  Navy  Island 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

22-31 

1  Chautauqua  Lake  Outlet 

Swanson  rep,  Pillsbury 

PiecUb,  Grebe 

ti 

25F 

1  Allegany  State  Park 

Clark  et  al 

it 

31 

2  Buckhorn  Is.  State  Park  Rosche,  Able 

it 

31 

1  Wehrle  Drive  Quarry 

Able,  Rosche 

Great  Blue  Heron 

Tl 

27 

16  Town  of  Villanova 

Schaffner  et  al 

(at 

rookery  located  near  Towns  Corners) 

Whistling  Swan 

Mar, 

11 

400  Jamestown 

Raistrick  rep.  Beal 

ii 

15 

20  Chautauqua  Lake  Outlet 

Cross  rep.  Pillsbury 

it 

28 

2  Navy  Island,  Ont, 

Schaffner 

n 

29 

23  Oak  Orchard 

Brownstein 

Canada  Goose 

it 

26 

22500  Oak  Orr chard- 

Mitchell  et  al 

Wolcottsville  area 

(maximum  count  for  month  in  this  area; 

many  reports  of 

migrating  flocks  Mar,  21-22,  indicating 

major  movement) 

*Snow  Goose 

Mar, 

20-26 

1  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Rosche,  Brownstein  et  al 

ii 

28,31 

2  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Rosche,  Mitchell  et  al 

*Blue  Goose 

ti 

28 

1  Town  of  Shelby  sinks 

Rosche 

Gadwall 

ii 

13,17 

1  Town  of  Newstead  Sinks 

Rosche,  Able 

Pintail 

ti 

21 

1500m.  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Schaffner 

2000 

(maximum  count  for  month  in  this  area; 

major  movement 

Mar, 

21-22 

with  the  goose  flight) 

*Blue-w,  Teal 

Mar, 

2  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Rosche 

ii 

31 

2  Oak  Orchard 

Mitchell  et  al 

n 

31 

2  Steiner  Rd. ,  Newstead 

Able,  Rosche 

American  Widgeon 

it 

4F 

1  Wehrle  Drive  Quarry 

Rosche 

ii 

20,22 

14,27  Chautauqua  Lake  Outlet 

Pillsbury 

n 

24 

40  Wolcottsville  and  Town 

Rosche 

of  Newstead  Sinks 

*Wood  Duck 

it 

17 

2  Wehrle  Dr, ,  Clarence 

Rosche,  Able 

ii 

20 

2  Allegany 

Brockner 

Ring-necked  Duck 

t! 

213? 

4  Steiner  Rd. ,  Newstead 

Schaffner 

*B arrow  *  s 

ti 

11 

1  Lakeside  Park 

Able,  Brownstein 

Goldeneye 

(adult  female) 

Ruddy  Duck 

Mar, 

21F 

1  Wehrle  Drive  Quarry 

Schaffner 

ti 

22 

6  Chautauqua  Lake  Outlet 

Pillsbury 

* Turkey  Vulture 

it 

20 

1  Oak  Orchard 

Brownstein 

ti 

26 

2  Oak  Orchard 

Mitchell  et  al 

(40) 
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Turkey  Vulture 

Mar. 

28 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

1! 

28 

2  McNab  to  Jordan 

Schaffner 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

II 

27 

Harbour,  Ont. 

3  Sturgeon  Point 

Schaffner,  Clark  et  al 

tl 

29 

5  over  Lake  View 

Clark 

Cooper1  s  Hawk 

n 

29 

3  over  Lake  View 

Clark 

Red- tailed  Hawk 

n 

18 

55  Lake  View  to  Portland 

Able 

ii 

24 

4  over  Buffalo 

Thompson 

n 

24 

105  over  Lake  View 

Able 

RecUsh.  Hawk 

ii 

18 

28  Lake  View  to  Portland 

Able 

n 

24 

17  over  Buffalo 

Thompson 

ii 

24 

96  over  Lake  View 

Able 

n 

27 

61  Sturgeon  Point  to  Irving  Clark  et  al 

ii 

29 

25  over  Lake  View 

Clark 

Rough- 1.  Hawk 

n 

1 

6  Jerusalem  Corner s-Irving 

Schaffner 

ii 

18 

3  Lake  View  to  Portland 

Able 

ii 

27 

5  Sturgeon  Point  to  Irving  Schaffner,  Clark 

u 

28 

6  McNab  to  Jordan 

Schaffner 

Bald  Eagle 

it 

20 

Harbour,  Ont. 

1  Town  of  Shelby  Sinks 

Brownstein 

ii 

29 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Rosche 

(both  adult  birds) 

^Peregrine  Falcon  Mar,  24  1  near  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Ruffed  Grouse 

ii 

17 

1  Tonawanda  Indian  Reser. 

Able,  Rosche 

Turkey 

(gray  phase  individual) 

Mar,  1-31  4  West  Clarksville 

von  Arnims 

tt 

4 

2  Onoville 

Hiller  et  al  rep,  Pillsbu 

tt 

18 

6  Allegany  State  Park 

Clark,  Miller 

Killdeer 

it 

9F 

1  near  Armor 

Bacon  et  al 

it 

11 

1  Lakeside  Park 

Brownstein,  Able 

*Amer.  Woodcock 

ti 

20F-31 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Common  Snipe 

ii 

24 

1  Wethersfield  Springs 

Rosche 

n 

26 

1  Langford 

Bourne 

*Gr,  Yellowlegs 

ti 

28 

1  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Rosche 

it 

29 

1  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Brownstein 

^Pectoral  Sandp, 

Mar. 

.  24 

1  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Rosche 

Mar, 

26 

1  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Mitchell  et  al 

Mar. 

28 

4  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Rosche 

Mar. 

31 

1  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Able 

Glaucous  Gull 

ii 

10 

3  Upper  Niagara  River 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

11 

2  Upper  Niagara  River 

Able,  Brownstein 

tt 

17 

4  Upper  Niagara  River 

Able,  Rosche 

Iceland  Gull 

ii 

10 

3  Upper  Niagara  River 

Able,  Rosche 

(L. g, glaucoides) 

n 

17 

4  Niagara  Falls  to  Navy 

Able,  Rosche 

ti 

17 

Island 

1  near  Olcott 

Able,  Rosche 

Iceland  Gull 

ii 

10 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Rosche,  Able 

(L.  g.kumlieni) 

Gr,  Black-b.  Gull 

it 

6 

55  Miller’s  Creek,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

ii 

4F 

1  Queens ton,  Ont, 

Able 

ti 

29 

1  near  Lockport 

Brownstein 

Mourning  Dove 

it 

1 

75  Youngstown 

Johnson  rep.  Heilborn 

Snowy  Owl 

n 

4  >10 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Rosche,  Able  et  al 

ti 

11 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Able,  Brownstein 

ii 

31 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Able,  Rosche 
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Long— eared  Owl  Mar,  9  1  near  Barcelona 

(dead  on  road) 


Mar, 

17 

1  Pt,  Breeze  (Orleans  Co,)  Able,  Rosche 

Short- eared  Owl 

u 

2 

5  Alden 

Wolfling 

u 

3 

5  Grand  Island 

Webbs 

it 

3 

6  Youngstown 

Heilboms 

tt 

11 

12  Alden 

Wolfling 

n 

31 

6  Grand  Island 

Able,  Rosche 

Saw-whet  Owl 

n 

25 

1  Youngstown  Cemetery 

Klabundes 

u 

30 

1  Buffalo 

Axtells 

^Eastern  Phoebe 

it 

25 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

it 

29 

1  Greenhurst 

Swanson  rep,  Pillsbury 

n 

29 

1  Oak  Orchard 

Brownstein 

ti 

29 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Heilborns 

*Tree  Swallow 

n 

27 

1  over  Lake  View 

Clark 

n 

28 

3  Jamestown 

Beal 

Boreal  Chickadee 

li 

3 

1  Java  Lake  Bog 

Rosche,  Able 

it 

10 

1  Ridgeway,  Ont, 

Klabundes  et  al 

n 

18 

1  Ridgeway,  Ont, 

Rosche  et  al 

Tufted  Titmouse 

n 

12 

1  Evans  Town  Park 

Rosche 

ii 

18 

2  Jamestown 

Pillsbury 

n 

18 

2  Angola 

Able 

it 

22 

1  Hamburg 

Rosche 

n 

23 

1  Angola 

Bourne 

Carolina  Wren 

ii 

1-31 

1-2  Springbrook 

Danner 

Robin 

it 

21 

400  over  Lake  View 

Rosche  et  al 

ii 

22 

115  over  Lake  View 

Able 

^Eastern  Bluebird 

ii 

IB,  24 

1,2  Derby 

Brockner 

n 

25 

2  West  Clarksville 

von  Arnims 

ti 

26-31 

1  West  Clarksville 

von  Arnims 

ii 

29 

1  over  Lake  View 

Clark 

it 

30 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

it 

30 

2  near  New  Albion 

Mitchell 

it 

31 

1  Oak  Orchard 

Mitchell  et  al 

*Water  Pipit 

ii 

31 

1  Oak  Orchard 

Mitchell 

Northern  Shrike 

it 

5 

2  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

ii 

8 

1  Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Bacon  et  al 

it 

10 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

10 

3  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes 

n 

10 

1  Pt,  Breeze  (Orleans  Co, )  Schaffner 

ti 

12 

1  Farnham 

Rosche 

it 

18 

1  Derby 

Able 

ti 

21 

1  Alabama 

Schaffner 

ti 

24 

1  Wolcott sville 

Rosche 

n 

27 

1  Irving 

Schaffner 

Starling 

ii 

5 

1600  over  Lake  View 

Able 

ii 

11 

2000  over  Lake  View 

Able 

ti 

12 

9500  over  Lake  View 

Able 

n 

18 

4000  over  Lake  View 

Able 

it 

18 

6000  Irving 

Clark,  Miller 

ii 

22 

4369  over  Lake  View 

Able 

E,  Meadowlark 

ii 

21 

150  over  Lake  View 

Rosche  et  al 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

it 

21  15000  over  Lake  View 

Rosche  et  al 

Rusty  Blackbird 

it 

12F 

35  Langford 

Bourne 

it 

24 

4  Jamestown  region 

Pillsbury 

Common  Grackle 

n 

21 

4000  over  Lake  View 

Rosche  et  al 
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Brown-h.  Cowbird 

Mar. 

21 

800  over  Lake  View 

Rosche  et  al 

Evening  Grosbeak 

tj 

1- 31 

20  West  Clarksville 

von  Arnims 

n 

L-31 

5-60  Hamburg 

Avery 

n 

3 

10  Springville 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

8,9 

20,6  Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Bacons  et  al 

ii 

9 

3  near  Watts  Flats 

Schaffner,  Bates,  Buck 

it 

10 

12  Houghton 

Mitchell  et  al 

n 

24 

15  Jamestown  to  Allegany 
State  Park 

Pillsbury  et  al 

Purple  Finch 

it 

9 

1  Jamestown 

Kibler  rep.  Pillsbury 

ii 

10 

1  Houghton 

Mitchell  et  al 

Pine  Grosbeak 

ii 

11 

1  Jamestown 

Rais trick  rep.  Beal 

ii 

1 

40  Town  of  Hanover 

Schaffner 

n 

2,3 

2,10  Depew 

Rolls  rep.  Mitchell 

n 

3 

19  Holland 

Rosche,  Able 

n 

a 

15  Oak  Orchard 

Rosche 

it 

a 

6,2  Kimball,  Kabob 

Schaffner,  Bates,  Buck 

ti 

9 

2  Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Bacons  et'  al 

i» 

9 

15  Niobe 

Schaffner,  Buck,  Bates 

ii 

12 

10  Oak  Orchard 

Schaffner 

n 

12 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

n 

17 

1  Town  of  Hartland 

Rosche,  Able 

it 

ia 

9  Holland 

McKale  rep.  Rosche 

ii 

(see 

18 

note: 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 
Vol.  27,  p.115) 

Axtells 

Common  Redpoll 

Mar. 

11 

60  Lakeside  Park 

Able,  Brownstein 

n 

12 

450  St.  Catharines,  Ont, 

Dorst 

ii 

31 

5  Buffalo 

Thompson 

Rufous- s,  Towhee 

t! 

29F 

1  West  Clarksville 

von  Arnims 

n  30,31 

1  Hamburg 

Avery 

*Savannah  Sparrow 

it 

29 

2  West  Clarksville 

von  Arnims 

Vesper  Sparrow 

ii 

29F 

2  West  Clarksville 

von  Arnims 

ti 

29F 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

Uhite-cr,  Sparrow 

t! 

3 

1  Youngstown 

Heilborns 

*Fox  Sparrow 

n 

26 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Freitag 

n 

29 

1  Greenhurst 

Swanson  rep.  Pillsbury 

ti 

29 

2  Hamburg 

Rosche 

Swamp  Sparrow 

ii 

29F 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

Lapland  Long spur 

ti 

1 

1  Town  of  Hanover 

Schaffner 

ii 

1 

5  Smith  Mills 

Schaffner 

ii 

28 

270  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

Snow  Bunting 

n 

1 

300  Villanova 

Schaffner 

n 

1 

500  Smith  Mills 

Schaffner 

n 

1 

500  Town  of  Hanover 

Schaffner 

n 

3 

250  near  Arcade 

Rosche,  Able 

ti 

8 

300  Kelly’s  Corners 

Schaffner 

it 

9 

35  near  Belmont 

von  Arnims 

n 

11 

300  over  Lake  View 

Able 

tt 

17 

475  Stage  Rd. ,  Newstead 

Rosche,  Able 

Species,  subspecies  and 

hybrids  previously  recorded: 

115 

Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this 
Total  for  1962s 

issue:  17 

132 

(43) 
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Addenda  to  1961  Records: 

*Boreal  Owl  Nov,  25  1  near  Fonthill,  Ont,  Grant  Hawes  and  Norman 

Haul tain 

(excellent  black  and  white  photographs  obtained;  first 
record  for  present  B.O.S.  study  area) 


ABSTRACTS  OF  PAPERS1 

Presented  at  the 
Forty- third  Annual  Meeting 
The  Wilson  Ornithological  Society 
April  5-8,  1962 


Aspects  of  Cowbird  Parasitism  in  Southern  Oklahoma 

John  A.  Wiens,  University  of  Wisconsin 

Cowbird  parasitism  was  studied  at  the  University  of  Oklahoma  Biological 
Station  at  Lake  Texoma,  Marshall  County,  Oklahoma,  from  June  15  to  August  6, 
I960,  and  from  June  8  to  August  4*  1961.  Parasitism  was  noted  at  31  of  51 
nests  of  eight' species:  Bellls  Vireo,  Dickcissel,  Cardinal,  Lark  Sparrow, 
Orchard  Oriole,  Blue  Grosbeak,  Painted  Bunting,  and  Field  Sparrow.  None  of  the 
33  Red-winged  Blackbird  nests  found  were  parasitised. 

Seven  of  31  parasitised  nests  (22»6$)  and  six  of  20  non-parasitised  nests 
of  the  same  species  (30.0$)  were  successful.  Thirty-seven  Cowbird  eggs  and  73 
host  eggs  laid  in  parasitised  nests  produced  nine  (24*3$)  and  14  (19.2$)  young, 
respectively.  Twenty-five  young  (36,2$)  fledged  from  69  eggs  laid  in  non- 
parasitised  nests  of  the  same  species. 

The  laying  dates  of  28  Cowbird  eggs  and  97  host  eggs  were  determined.  The 
distribution  of  these  dates  indicates  that  two  peaks  existed  in  egg  production 
in  the  Cowbird,  one  in  mid  June,  the  other  in  early  July,  while  host  egg 
production  steadily  declined  from  early  June  on.  The  pattern  of  Cowbird  egg 
production  was  thus  independent  of  host  availability. 


The  Duluth  Hawk  Flyway?  1951-1961 
Pershing  B«  Hofslund,  University  of  Minnesota 

This  summary  of  the  fall  hawk  flights  over  the  Duluth  flyway  covers  the 
years  195^-1961.  During  the  eleven  seasons  of  counting  (657  1/6  hours  on  123 
days),  over  124,650  hawks  of  17  species  have  been  counted.  Broad-wings  and 
Sharp- shins  make  up  at  least  78$  of  the  total  and  roughly  90$  of  their  numbers 
will  have  gone  through  before  the  first  of  October.  The  peak  numbers  occur 
between  the  second  and  third  weeks  of  September.  Class  AA  days,  in  which  over 
400  hawks  per  hour  of  observation  have  been  seen,  are  generally  characterized 
by  winds  with  a  westerly  component  and  a  rising  barometer.  There  have  been  11 
days  of  Class  AA,  32  days  of  Class  A  (100-400  per  hour  of  observation),  29  days 


1.  Reprinted  from  Abstracts 
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of  Class  B  (50-99  per  hour  of  observation) ,  and  5l  days  of  Class  C  (less  than 
50  hawks  per  hour).  The  variety  of  reasons  why  a  particular  day  does  not  fall 
within  a  set  Class  ore  discussed  as  is  the  theory  of  wind  drift.  The 
consistency  of  the  flight  at  the  Duluth  lookout,  that  is,  the  fact  that  on 
seemingly  any  day  during  the  migration  period  hawks  can  be  seen,  appears  to  be 
due  to  the  favorable  situation  of  Duluth  in  regard  to  topographical  features. 


Geographic  Field  Work  in  the  Study  of  Avian  Migration 
James  E.  Landing,  Michigan  City,  Indiana 

i 

In  the  past  several  decades,  contemporary  research  on  bird  migration  has 
become  overwhelmingly  a  search  for  some  seemingly  remote  celestial  or  earth 
force  clue.  This  has  led  to  a  wholesale  abandonment  of  field  work  of  a  more 
conservative,  and  still  justifiable  nature.  After  ten  years  of  field  research 
on  bird  migration  along  the  southern  edge  of  Lake  Michigan,  I  here  propose  an 
alternative  approach  to  the  study  of  migration,  temporarily  independent  of 
celestial,  earth  force  or  physiological  research.  The  proposed  approach  is  based 
upon  ten  progressive  theorems,  which  are  in  turn  based  upon  modern  geographic 
thought  and  method.  The  research  utilizes  geographic  techniques,  and  maintains  a 
geographic  perspective. 

The  10  theorems:  (l)  The  earth* s  surface  and  landscape  features  have 
changed,  both  through  geologic  and  historic  time.  (2)  The  specific  pattern  of 
bird  migration  has  changed,  both  through  geologic  and  historic  time,  (3)  There 
is  a  direct  and  important  relationship  between  the  earth* s  land  and  vegetative 
features,  and  the  dispersal  routes  of  birds  as  they  migrate,  (4)  As  land  use 
patterns  vary,  so  does  the  migration  and  dispersal  of  birds.  (5)  Certain 
patterns  of  bird  dispersal  can  be  cultural  oriented.  (6)  There  is  a  fundamental 
difference  between  the  ultimate  and  proximate  factors  controlling  migration. 
Geography,  as  such,  is  unrelated  to  the  former,  but  essentially  intertwined 
with  the  latter,  (7)  The  physiological  urge  to  migrate  may  be  geographically 
controlled,  but  the  pattern  of  migration,  once  began  is  probably  geographically 
controlled.  (8)  Regional  links  on  the  migratory  paths  of  birds  can  be  plotted 
and  analyzed  geographically.  (9)  Physiographic,  ecological  and  cultural  patterns 
all  play  interacting  roles  upon  birds  as  they  migrate,  (10)  The  dynamics  of 
regional  links  in  migration  represent,  in  part,  the  dynamics  of  the  entire 
migratory  route. 


Changes  in  the  Bird  Life  of  the  Toledo  Region  Since  the  Coming  of  the  White  Man. 

Harold  F.  Mayfield,  Water ville,  Ohio 

With  the  coming  of  civilized  man,  the  original  wilderness  has  been 
transformed  largely  to  cultivated  fields  and  towns.  The  water  table  has  fallen, 
and  the  surface  which  was  originally  wet  forest  or  prairie,  is  now  dry  and 
mostly  covered  with  low  vegetation  of  crops  or  grass.  Thus,  the  land  has  come 
to  have  a  superficial  resemblance  to  the  shorb-grass  plains  of  the  West.  The 
wood  lots,  now  patchy  and  broken,  were  formerly  almost  continuous;  and  the 
shrubbery  and  brush,  now  found  at  every  hand  around  houses  and  wood  lots, 
formerly  was  much  less  abundant.  Consequently,  many  of  the  common  birds  of 
the  region  today  were  rare  or  absent  when  the  white  man  arrived. 
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Some  of  these  are  birds  of  the  open  fields  such  as  the  Horned  Lark, 
Bobolink,  Savannah  Sparrow,  and  Eastern  Bluebird,  Others  are  birds  of  brush 
and  forest  edge  such  as  House  Wren,  Brown  Thrasher,  Catbird,  Robin,  and 
Cardinal.  On  the  other  hand,  some  of  the  birds  common  in  the  original  forest 
and  prairie' are  now  gone  from  this  region  such  as  the  Prairie  Chicken,  Swallow¬ 
tailed  Kite,  Raven,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Yellow- throated  Warbler,  and  (nearly 
gone)  the  Cerulean  Warbler. 


NOTES  AND  NEWS 


1962  NESTING  RECORDS . 

Please  send  data  to  the  Compiler  with  your  regular  monthly 
records  as  soon  as  possible  after  watching  the  nests  to 
their  completion.  These  records  will  be  published  in  The 
Pfotho notary  beginning  with  the  June  issue. 

If  you  can  return  to  a  nest  more  than  once  after  first 
finding  it  -  all  the  better.  Data  needed?  locality, 
date  and  contents  of  the  nest.  If  you  can  return  to  a 
nest  more  than  once,  you  might  be  able  to  determine 
incubation  period  of  the  eggs,  length  of  time  the  young 
spend  in  the  nest,  etc. 

Any  other  information,  such  as  location  of  the  nest  , 
height  above  ground,  and  other  pertinent  information  such 
as  that  published  last  year,  is  valuable  (see  Vol.  27, 
pp.  77-79,  86-88,  95-97,  105). 


International  Ornithological  Congress:  June  17-21,  1962  at  Cornell 
University,  Ithaca,  New  York. 

American  Ornithologists*  Union  Annual  Meeting:  August  21-25,  1962  at 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Second  Annual  Field  Day  and  Chicken  Bar-B-Q  -  at  Deer  Lick  Nature 
Sanctuary,  Point  Peter  Road,  Southeast  of  Gowanda,  N.Y.  -  Saturday  June  16  - 
sponsored  by  the  Nature  Conservancy,  Western  New  York  Chapter.  Guided  tours, 
hikes,  and  special  demonstrations  and  talks  will  be  given  throughout  the  day. 
The  Bar-B-Q  will  be  served  between  1  and  4  P.M.  Tickets  at  $2.00  per  person 
are  available  from  Mr.  Wendell  Danielson,  282  Taylor  Road,  Hamburg,  New  York 
or  any  member  of  the  Nature  Conservancy  Board  of  Trustees  or  at  the  information 
desk,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  Reservations  must  be  in  by  June  10. 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  8:00 
P.M*  from  September  through  June  inclusive* 

June  13  -  Report  of  the  May  Bird  Count  by  Bernard  Nathan 

June  27  -  No  meeting 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

It  is  imperative  that  those  needing  transportation  contact  the  leader 

before  the  trip  so  that  places  can  be  provided  for  them. 

June  3  -  Breeding  Bird  Count  at  B.O.S.  Grand  Island  Refuge.  Meet  7:00  A*M* 
at  love  Road  entrance  to  the  Refuge*  Leader,  Edward  C.  Ulrich 
(TF  3-8896). 

June  10  -  Breeding  Bird  Count  at  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park.  Meet  6:00  A.M, 
at  North  Grand  Island  Bridge  Toll  Gate.  Leader,  Whitney  Mallam* 

June  23-24  -  Weekend  trip  to  McCarty  Hill,  The  leaders,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Walter 
Klabunde,  will  be  near  the  fire  tower  at  the  top  of  the  hill 
from  about  1:00  P*M.  June  23.  until  about  noon  on  June  24*  Come 
on  Saturday,  spend  Saturday  night  camping  at  the  top  of  the  hill 
or  in  a  nearby  motel  -  and  Sunday  morning  among  the  spruce  and 
pine  plantations  for  nesting  warblers,  thrushes  etc. 

Directions  for  reaching  McCarty  Hill:  Proceed  south  on  U.S.  Route 
219  from  Springville.  At  the  northern  edge  of  the  village  of  Great 
Valley  turn  right  (west)  on  the  Mutton  Hollow  Road.  Follow  this 
road  around  several  turns  and  up  several  long  hills  until  you.  reach 
the  top  of  McCarty  Hill  where  a  fire  tower  is  located. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler:  Mr,  Joseph  Thill,  223  North  Park  Ave, ,  Buffalo  16,  N,Y. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  Mrs,  Edward  Cummiskey,  1759  Her  tel  Ave.,  Buffalo  16,  NY 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  <9*15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer,  Mrs,  Walter 

Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  New  York 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  ^1,00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR:  Richard  C,  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

The  temperature  during  the  first  24  days  of  April  averaged  almost  three 
degrees  below  normal,  so  that  by  the  end  of  this  period  bird  migration  was 
nearly  a  week  late.  Then  the  last  six  days  of  the  month  produced  a  record 
heat  wave  with  an  average  temperature  of  17  degrees  above  normal,  three  of 
these  days  having  temperatures  above  BO,  This  unseasonable  warmth  released 
the  dammed-up  migration,  resulting  in  some  good  overhead  flights  of  hawks, 
especially  on  the  25th  and  26th,  as  well  as  lesser  movements  of  other  birds, 
most  notable  being  Blue  Jays  on  the  29th.  Within  a  few  days  the  local  status 
of  bird  life  in  general  changed  from  a  mid  April  to  an  early  May  condition. 
This  month  which  had  already  been  more  than  ordinarily  interesting  to  bird¬ 
watchers  became  doubly  interesting  with  the  sudden  concentrated  rush  of 
migrants  that  would  normally  have  arrived  over  a  three-week  period  in  middle 
and  late  April  and  early  May. 

Several  very  special  rarities  were  observed.  An  Eared  Grebe  in  Dunkirk 
Harbor  in  spring  and  Ravens  at  any  time  and  place  in  our  area  are  deserving 
of  particular  comment.  But  even  more  special  are  the  first  spring  record 
of  Eudsonian  Godwit,  the  second  record  for  B.O.S.  territory  of  Black- throated 
Gray  Warbler,  and,  most  special  of  all,  a  White-fronted  Goose  obviously  of 
the  Greenland  race.  All  three  birds  stayed  around  long  enough  to  be  seen  by 
many  observers.  -  Harold  H.  Ax  tell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New 
York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECCED 3 

*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  ’’Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario”  (B.O.S, ,  1961),  has  been  received  and  placed 
in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 
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Vol.  28,  No*  5  —  Noteworthy  Records  (con't) 


*Common  Loon 

Apr. 

1 

5  Chautauqua  Lake 

Pillsbury  et  al 

11 

18 

11  over  Lake  View 

Able 

it 

22 

21  over  Oak  Orchard 

Brownstein  et  al 

u 

24 

5  over  Lake  View 

Able  et  al 

n 

25 

18  over  Allegany  Road, 
Hanover 

Schaffner,  Clark 

n 

25 

5  over  Buffalo 

Thompson 

ii 

25 

15  over  Lake  View 

Able 

n 

28 

5  Ft.  Breeze  to  Shadigee 

Able 

*RecUthr.  Loon 

ii 

28 

1  Pt.  Breeze  (Orleans  Co, 

)  Able 

Red-necked  Grebe 

ii 

1 

1  Chautauqua  Lake 

Pillsbury  et  al 

it 

15,28 

1  Lakeside  Park 

Able  et  al 

it 

16 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

Horned  Grebe 

u 

19 

300  Cassadaga  Lake 

Schaffner,  Buck  et  al 

n 

19 

300  Bear  Lake 

Schaffner,  Buck  et  al 

*Eared  Grebe 

t! 

21 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Able,  Rosche 

*D.-cr.  Cormorant 

11 

24 

1  over  Hamburg 

Bourne 

It 

27 

1  over  Long  Beach,  Ont. 

Abies,  Rosche 

11 

28 

1  Niagara  River 

Able 

*Green  Heron 

11 

26 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Brownstein  et  al 

11 

29 

1  Portland 

Rosche  et  al 

11 

30 

5  Hamburg 

Able 

Common  Egret 

II 

18 

1  over  Wanakah 

Able 

*B,-cr. Night  Heron  u 

5 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

11 

11 

3  Beaver  Island  State  Pk, 

Brownstein 

It 

30 

1  Wainfleet  Marsh,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

It 

30 

1  Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Rosche 

^American  Bittern 

11 

6,13 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

Whistling  Swan 

tl 

1 

2  Oak  Orchard 

Brockners  et  al 

11 

5 

1  Morgan* s  Point,  Ont. 

Freitag,  Rathbun 

II 

10 

2  Oak  Orchard 

Mitchell  et  al 

It 

13 

1  Pembroke 

Brockner 

tl 

U 

1  Buckhorn  Is,  State  Pk. 

Able 

11 

21 

2  South  Dayton 

Rosche,  Able 

11 

26 

1  over  Lake  View 

Able  et  al 

*Whito~fr.  Goose 

11 

1 

1  Stage  Road,  Newstead 

Abies  et  al 

(A . a. f lavir o s tr i s ) " 

15 

1  Town  of  Newstead 

Able,  Rosche  et  al 

11 

16 

1  Steiner  Rd. ,  Newstead 

Mitchell,  Schaffner 

II 

(see 

18L 

note, 

1  Steiner  Rd. ,  Newstead 
page  54-55) 

Axtell  et  al 

Snow  Goose 

Apr. 

10 

2  Oak  Orchard 

Brownstein 

n 

28L 

1  Olcott 

Able 

Blue  Goose 

it 

1 

1  Alabama 

Brockners 

it 

34 

2  Oak  Orchard 

Pillsbury  et  al 

ii 

15 

2  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Able,  Rosche  et  al 

u 

15 

1  Oak  Orchard 

Able,  Rosche  et  al 

ii 

19 

1  Oak  Orchard 

Able 

it 

28L 

1  Lakeside  Park 

Able 

Gadwall 

ii 

4 

2  Eden 

Bourne 

Shoveler 

ii 

10 

3  Eden 

Bourne 

ti 

11 

5  Dunnville ,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

ti 

34 

8  Oak  Orchard 

Pillsbury  et  al 

n 

15 

15  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

17 

4  Jamestown 

Pillsbury 

it 

19 

3  Cassadaga  Lake 

Schaffner,  Buck  et  al 
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Vol.  28,  No,  5  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con*t) 


Bufflehead 

Apr. 

19 

u 

19 

Ruddy  Duck 

it 

1 

u 

10 

n 

19 

n 

19 

ti 

27 

Turkey  Vulture 

11 

10 

n 

24 

ti 

26 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

11 

21 

n 

22 

n 

25 

it 

26 

11 

26 

Cooper1 s  Hawk 

it 

24 

11 

25 

it 

25 

ti 

26 

Red- tailed  Hawk 

ti 

25 

it 

26 

11 

26 

RecUsh,  Hawk 

11 

25 

*Broad-w,  Hawk 

it 

21 

it 

21 

11 

21 

it 

22 

ti 

25 

11 

25 

11 

25 

t 

11 

26 

ti 

26 

Rough-1,  Hawk 

11 

34 

11 

15 

11 

25 

Bald  Eagle 

it 

5 

(immature) 

Marsh  Hawk 

Apr. 

10 

it 

25 

Osprey 

ti 

17,19 

11 

25 

n 

25 

ti 

25 

it 

26 

ti 

29 

*Pigeon  Hawk 

11 

26 

Sparrow  Hawk 

11 

25 

11 

26 

^Virginia  Rail 

11 

30 

*Sora 

ti 

25 

it 

29 

^Common  Gallinule 

ii 

25 

200  Cassadaga  Lake 
150  Bear  Lake 

7  Chautauqua  Lai  e 
5  Lakewood 

12  Cassadaga  Lak*. 

2  Bear  Lake 

5  Erie  Beach,  0.  it, 

21  Oak  Or char d- 

Wolcottsvill >  area 
10  over  Portland 
34  over  Portland 
5  over  Portland 
36  Lake  View  to  .  .ngola 

49  Lake  View  and  Allegany 

Road,  Hanove:  * 

50  Allegany  Rd. ,  Hanover 
24  over  Portland 

4  over  Portland 

4  Allegany  Rd* ,  Hanover 
15  over  Hamburg 

8  Allegany  Rd,  ,  Hanover 
17  Allegany  Rd* ,  Hanover 
20  Allegany  R£*  ,  Hanover 
15  over  Portland 

1  Allegany  Rd, ,  Hanover 
1  Forest  lawn,  Buffalo 

7  over  Portland 

8  over  Hanover 
1  Hamburg 

575  over  Hamburg 
954  over  Portland 
1716  Lake  View  and  Allegany 
Road,  Jfenovc  r 
479  over  Portland 
510  Allegany  Rd, ,  Hanover 

8  Sturgeon  Poii  .t 
9-13  Wolcottsvillc  •  Sinks 

3  Allegany  Rd, ,  Hanover 
1  Nye  Road,  On*’. 

9  Wolcottsvilli  Sinks 

7  Allegany  Rd,  .  Hanover 
1  Hamburg 

3  over  Hamburg 

1  Lake  View 

5  Allegany  Rd, ,  Hanover 

2  Allegany  Rd, ,  Hanover 
2  Point  Gratiol 

1  Point  Gratiol 

4  Allegany  Rd,  .  Hanover 
7  Allegany  Rd,  .  Hanover 

1  Wainfleet  Mai  sh,  Ont, 

2  Edon 

1  Portland 
1  Eden 


Schaffner,  Buck  et  al 
Schaffner,  Buck  et  al 
Pillsbury  et  al 
Beal 

Schaffner,  Buck  et  al 
Schaffner,  Buck  et  al 
Abies,  Rosche 
Brownstein 

Rosche,  Able 
Rosche,  Able 
Pillsbury  et  al 
Able,  Rosche 
Schaffner,  Clark 

Brownstein,  Schaffner 
Able,  Rosche 
Able,  Rosche 
Schaffner,  Clark 
Able 

Brownstein,  Schaffner 
Schaffner,  Clark 
Brownstein  et  al 
Able,  Rosche 
Schaffner,  Clark 
Mitchell  et  al 
Pillsbury  et  al 
Able,  Rosche 
Bourne 
Able 
Rosche 

Schaffner,  Clark 

Able,  Rosche 
Brownstein,  Schaffner 
Bourne 

Brownstein,  Able  et  al 
Schaffner,  Clark 
Freitag,  Rathbun 

Brownstein 
S chaff ner ,  Clark 
Bourne 
Able 

Schaffner,  Clark 
Schaffner ,  Clark 
Brownstein  et  al 
Brownstein  et  al 
Brownstein,  Clark  et  al 
Schaffner,  Clark 
Brownstein  et  al 
Brownstein 
Bourne 

Rosche  et  al 
Bourne 
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Vol.  27,  No,  5  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con't) 


*Am.  Golden  Plover  Apr. 

15-13 

1  Steiner  Rd. ,  New  stead 

Browns tein  et  al 

ti 

28 

1  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Schaffner 

^Upland  Plover 

ii 

19 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

n 

20 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

^Spotted  Sandpiper 

ii 

27 

2  Ft.  Erie  and  Rockhouse 

Abies,  Rosche 

Point,  Ont. 

ti 

30 

1  Jamestown 

Pillsbury 

^Solitary  Sandpiper  n 

28 

2  Allegany  Rd. ,  Hanover 

Schaffner 

ii 

29 

1  Silver  Creek 

Browns  tein.  Able 

Gr.  Yellowlegs 

it 

19 

10  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Able 

it 

28 

75  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Able  et  al 

*Ls.  Yellowlegs 

Apr. 

1 

1  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Able 

Apr. 

19 

18  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Able 

ii 

28 

15  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Schaffner 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

it 

10 

37  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Browns tein 

n 

15 

78  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Brownstein 

n 

28 

189  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Schaffner  et  al 

# Hudson! an  Godwit 

ii 

19 

1  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Able 

Glaucous  Gull 

it 

5 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Freitag,  Rathbun 

ti 

17 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Bourne 

n 

28 

1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

n 

28 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Able 

Iceland  Gull 

n 

11 

1  Niagara  River 

Brownstein 

(L.  b.  glaucoides) 

it 

U 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

Bonaparte* s  Gull 

ti 

15 

2000  Barcelona 

Thill,  Murty 

Common  Tern 

it 

10 

2  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

^Caspian  Tern 

n 

19 

2  over  Lake  View 

Able 

ii 

20 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

ii 

21 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Able,  Rosche 

ti 

22 

2  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ti 

24 

1  over  Lake  View 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

25 

8  Lake  View 

Schaffner,  Clark 

it 

29 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Thill,  Murty 

#Black  Tern 

n 

30 

10  Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Long- eared  Owl 

ti 

17 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

^Whip-poor-will 

ii 

28 

1  Lakeside  Park 

Able 

*Chimney  Swift 

it 

24 

1  Buffalo 

Thompson 

ti 

26 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Y.-sh.  Flicker 

n 

22 

80  over  Lake  View 

Able 

Red-b.  Woodpecker 

n 

15 

1  Oak  Orchard 

Able,  Rosche 

*Red-h*  Woodpecker 

it 

28 

1  Buffalo 

Freitag  et  al 

ti 

29 

2  Point  Gratiot 

Brownstein  et  al 

Y.-b.  Sap sucker 

it 

7F 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Heilborns 

* Least  Flycatcher 

it 

30 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

*Bank  Swallow 

ii 

24 

2  Falconer 

Pillsbury 

it 

24 

8  Springbrook 

Danner 

it 

26 

1  Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

*Rough-w.  Swallow 

ii 

21 

1  Hanover 

Rosche,  Able 

ti 

23 

10  Hamburg 

Bourne 

*Barn  Swallow 

it 

11 

1  Orchard  Pork 

Bourne 

it 

17 

1  South  Park,  Buffalo 

Bourne 

^Purple  Martin 

it 

11 

2  Hamburg 

Bourne 

n 

11 

1  Stromness,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

ii 

17 

1  Evans 

Brownstein 

ii 

17 

15  Jamestown 

Pillsbury  et  al 

(51) 
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Vol.  28,  Uo.  5  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con't) 


Blue  Jay 

Apr. 

29 

3^3  Pt.  Gr a  tio  t-P  or  tland 

Browns tein  et  al 

(maximum  count  for  dayj  many  migrating  all  day  and 

reported  by  many  observers) 

♦Common  Raven 

1  Iyndonville 

Smith  rep.  Mitchell 

(shot  in  a 

crow  shoot  on  either  Apr,  4  or  Apr.  8; 

specimen  now  in  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science) 

Apr. 

19 

1  over  Lake  View 

Able 

Tufted  Titmouse 

u 

34 

1  Angola 

Bourne 

ii 

19 

2  Jamestown 

Pillsbury  et  al 

ii 

21 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Rosche,  Able  et  al 

ii 

26 

2  Angola 

Able,  Rosche 

n 

29 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Able,  Brownstein 

ii 

30 

1  Portland 

Schaffner  et  al 

Wh.-br.  Nuthatch 

ii 

26 

30  over  Point  Gratiot 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

Re&-br.  Nuthatch 

ii 

29 

25  Lake  View  to  Pt.  Gratiot 

Rosche  et  al 

♦House  Wren 

n 

27 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

ti 

23 

1  Hamburg 

Able 

it 

23 

2  south  shore  Lake  Erie 

Webster  et  al 

Winter  V/ren 

ti 

9 

7  Hamburg 

Able 

Carolina  Wren 

n 

1-20 

1-2  Springbrook 

Danner 

Mockingbird 

ti 

23 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Abies 

Catbird 

ii 

25F 

1  Buffalo 

Ax tells 

it 

29 

1  Clarence 

Wendlings 

♦Brown  Thrasher 

ii 

11 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

22 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Heilborns 

ii 

22 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

♦Wood  Thrush 

ii 

29 

6  Pt.Gratiot-Portland 

Brownstein,  Able  et  al 

ii 

30 

2  Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

30 

1  Hamburg 

Avery 

♦Swainson*s  Thrush  Apr. 

^o 

1  Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Rosche 

♦Veery 

Apr. 

30 

1  Hamburg 

Able 

Eastern  Bluebird 

ii 

4 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

n 

5 

2  North  Boston 

Bourne 

ii 

7 

2  Eden 

Bourne 

it 

17 

2  Jamestown 

Pillsbury  et  al 

n 

21 

1  Evans 

Brownstein 

ti 

26 

1  Evans 

Able,  Rosche 

♦B.-g,  Gnatcatcher 

n 

26 

2  Point  Gratiot 

Brownstein  et  al 

n 

23 

2  Chautauqua  County 

Pillsbury  et  al 

it 

29 

12  Portland  area 

Brownstein  et  al 

♦R.-cr.  Kinglet 

ii 

19 

1  Buffalo 

Thompson 

it 

21 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

21 

1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Mitchell  et  al 

Water  Pipit 

n 

1 

6  Eden 

Bourne 

ii 

1 

7  Clarence 

Brownstein  et  al 

n 

1 

2  Alabama 

Brockners 

♦Solitary  Vireo 

it 

29 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

30 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

♦B.-&-W,  Warbler 

ti 

28 

2  Portland  area 

Pillsbury  et  al 

n 

23 

3  south  shore  Lake  Erie 

Webster  et  al 

« 

29 

5  Portland-Pt.  Gratiot 

Brownstein  et  al 

it 

29 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

n 

29 

1  Clarence 

Wendlings 

♦Gold.-w.  Warbler 

Apr. 

22 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Apr. 

22 

1  Morgan*s  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

(52) 
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*0.-cr.  Warbler 

Apr. 

33 

1  Silver  Creek 

Brownstein 

*Nashville  Warbler  Apr, 

29 

3  Portland 

Brownstein  et  al 

11 

30 

2  Hamburg 

Bourne 

IJ 

30 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

S chaff ner 

*Yellow  Warbler 

tl 

27 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

tl 

28 

2  south  shore  Lake  Erie 

Webster  et  al 

ti 

28 

10  Angola 

Brockner 

tt 

28 

2  Portland 

Pillsbury  et  al 

n 

28 

3  Clarence 

Able 

n 

28 

1  Allegany  Rd. ,  Hanover 

S chaff ner 

n 

28 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

Ifyrtle  Warbler 

it 

10? 

1  near  Ellington 

Bush  rep,  Pillsbury 

it 

21 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Heilborns 

ii 

29 

150  Lake  View  to  Portland 

Brownstein  et  al 

*Black- throated 

n 

28 

1  Portland 

Mitchell,  Rew  et  al 

Gray  Warbler 

(second  record  for  B.O.S.  study  area) 

*B.-t.  Green  War, 

Apr. 

28 

1  Portland 

Pillsbury  et  al 

ti 

29 

1  Clarence 

Wendlings 

ti 

29 

1  Town  of  Pomfret 

Able,  Brownstein 

*  Cerulean  Warbler 

Apr. 

29 

1  Portland 

Rosche  et  al 

^Blackburnian  War. 

Apr. 

29 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

*Pine  Warbler 

n 

21 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

ti 

28 

1  Angola 

Webster  et  al 

ti 

30 

1  Portland 

Brownstein  et  al 

*Prairie  Warbler 

it 

29 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Able,  Brownstein  et  al 

ti 

29 

1  Portland 

Able,  Brownstein  et  al 

*Palm  Warbler 

ti 

25 

2  Eden 

Bourne 

tt 

28 

2  south  shore  Lake  Erie 

Webster  et  al 

n 

28 

1  Hamburg 

Able 

ti 

28 

1  Portland 

Mitchell  et  al 

tt 

29 

75  Portland-Pt.  Gratiot 

Able  et  al 

*Ovehbird 

n 

30 

1  Hamburg 

Able 

*No.  Waterthrush 

it 

25 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

it 

29 

1  Silver  Creek 

Brownstein,  Able 

*Amer.  Redstart 

n 

30 

1  Hamburg 

Able 

#Bobolink 

n 

29 

1  Portland 

Brownstein  et  al 

ti 

30 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

n 

30 

3  Eden 

Bourne 

^Baltimore  Oriole 

ti 

28 

1  Allegany  Rd. ,  Hanover 

S chaff ner 

Rusty  Blackbird 

ti 

1 

310  Clarence 

Brockner s 

n 

28 

1  Allegany  Rd. ,  Hanover 

Schaffner 

Evening  Grosbeak 

ii 

1-30 

5-30  Hamburg 

Avery 

n 

1-30 

7-25  Hamburg 

Bourne 

n 

10 

30  Lakewood 

Beal 

ti 

26 

1  Lake  View 

Rosche,  Able 

ti 

27 

3  Hamburg 

Able 

n 

28 

3  south  shore  Lake  Erie 

Webster  et  al 

tt 

29 

7  Lake  View 

Rosche  et  al 

n 

29 

4-5  Point  Gratiot 

Rosche  et  al 

ti 

30 

11  Point  Gratiot 

Schaffner 

Common  Redpoll 

n 

1L 

3  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Able 

Red  Crossbill 

ii 

21L 

3  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Savannah  Sparrow 

it 

2 

1  Jamestown 

Pillsbury 

tt 

2 

1  Clarence 

Mitchell 

^Grasshopper  Spa. 

ti 

25 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

(53) 
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^Grasshopper  Spa. 

Apr. 

28 

1  Portland 

Pillsbury  et  al 

tt 

28 

1  Allegany  Rd. ,  Hanover 

S chaff ner 

*Henslow*s  Sparrow  " 

26 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

ti 

29 

1  Hamburg 

Rosche 

tt 

29 

1  Portland 

Able,  Browns tein 

Vesper  Sparrow 

n 

1 

12  Clarence 

Brownstein  et  al 

tt 

1 

2  Jamestown 

Pillsbury  et  al 

Slate-c*  Junco 

tt 

1 

2000  Jamestown  to  Dunkirk 

Pillsbury  et  al 

Tree  Sparrow 

tt 

29 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Chipping  Sparrow 

tt 

21 

1  Buffalo 

Thompson 

Field  Sparrow 

tt 

29 

60  Portland-Pt,  Gratiot 

Brownstein,  Able 

Wh*-thr.  Sparrow 

tt 

16F 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Heilborns 

tt 

17 

1  Buffalo 

Axtells 

Snow  Bunting 

tt 

1 

10  Clarence 

Brockners 

n 

4 

1  Newstead 

S chaff  ner 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded:  132 
Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  64 
Total  for  1962:  196 


GENERAL  NOTES 


The  White-fronted  Goose.-  The  reports  published  in  The  Prothonotary 
of  a  White-fronted  Goose,  Anser  albifrons «  seen  near  Buffalo,  and  the  belief 
of  those  who  have  studied  it  that  this  individual  is  an  example  of  the 
Greenland  subspecies,  A.a.flavlrostris,  deserve  published  comment  for  our 
readers* 

This  is  the  first  report  of  this  species  for  the  Niagara  Frontier  area* 
The  Fifth  Edition  of  the  A.  O.U.  Check-list  recognizes  only  three  records 
of  the  Greenland  race  for  the  North  American  mainland,  one  each  for  Quebec, 
North  Carolina,  and  "Washington,  D.C. ,  market".  Although  the  Pacific  race, 
A, a*  frontalis *  has  been  recorded  in  eastern  North  America  more  times,  it  is 
none-the-less  also  a  very  rare  bird  in  the  east. 

The  present  individual  was  seen  on  several  dates  from  April  1  to  18, 
1962  by  a  number  of  observers  at  the  "sinks"  in  the  Town  of  Newstead,  east 
of  Buffalo,  N.Y.  Excellent  verifying  accounts  by  Kenneth  P.  Able  and  Harold 
D,  Mitchell  have  been  accepted  by  the  B.O.S.  Statisticians  as  being 
completely  convincing  that  these  two  observers  saw  that  this  bird  possessed 
characters  that  distinguish  Anser  albifrons  from  all  other  species.  Both 
these  reporters  also  mention  seeing  the  bill  color  which  in  all  diagnoses  I 
have  been  able  to  find  is  stated  to  be  completely  diagnostic  for  the 
subspecies  A .  a,  flavirostris  when  in  adult  plumage,  as  this  individual  was. 
These  two  verifying  accounts  are  of  course  available  in  the  permanent  B.O.S. 
files. 


Both  Able  and  Mitchell  adequately  described  the  characters  that  they 
saw  which  identify  this  bird  to  species  and  subspecies:  the  slightly  but 
noticeably  smaller  size  than  the  Canada  Geese  with  which  it  was  always  closely 
associated,  the  prominent  black  blotching  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  belly, 
the  typical  white  face  patch  adjacent  to  the  base  of  the  bill,  the  yellow- 

(54) 
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orange  legs,  feet,  and  bill,  the  head  and  neck  darker  than  the  chest,  and 
many  other  details.  On  April  18,  when  several  of  us  made  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  collect  this  bird,  I  also  noted  the  items  specifically  listed 
above,  and  in  addition  made  observations  from  a  somewhat  different  method  of 
approach  than  that  of  the  other  two  reporters. 

My  chief  interest  was  to  try  to  determine  the  subspecies,  since  I 
believed  this  should  be  possible  when  I  recalled  that  Peter  Scott1 s  paintings 
in  Delacour's  Waterfowl  of  the  World  showed  the  races  of  A. albifrons  to 
possess  certain  readily  describable  differences  which  should  render  typical 
individuals  of  these  races  as  identifiable  in  the  field  by  a  careful  and 
critical  student  as  most  full  species  are. 

My  method  was  to  study  analytically  Peter  Scott's  paintings  the  day 
before  seeing  the  goose,  then  to  compare  these  consciously  acquired  studied 
impressions  and  verbal  descriptions  with  the  appearance  of  the  bird  in  the 
field. 


The  following  differences  between  A.  a.  f lavirostris  and  A.  a.  frontalis 
are  readily  discernible  in  Scott's  paintings  and  were  equally  discernible  in 
the  bird  under  discussion:  the  bill  of  this  bird  as  in  A. a.  f lavirostris  was 
clearly  between  yellow-orange  and  orange;  by  no  conceivable  accurate 
interpretation  could  it  have  been  called  pink.  The  black  splotching  on  the 
belly  was  noticeably  more  filled  in,  less  spotted  than  in  the  specimen  of  the 
Pacific  race  shown  in  Scott's  illustration.  In  his  painting  A. a. f lavirostris 
shows  a  degree  between  paleness  and  darkness  that  one  could  describe  as 
"near  medium"  on  the  ohest,  upperparts  and  head,  with  the  grayish  brown  head 
appearing  much  paler  than  the  brown-black  upperneck.  These  same  areas  in 
A. a.  f lavirostris  as  pictured  by  Scott  and  as  I  observed  this  individual  in 
the  field  could  not  possibly  be  described  as  "near  medium",  but  could  only  be 
called  "much  darker  than  medium",  with  the  brownish  black  head  appearing  as 
dark  as  the  upper  neck  (both  of  which  were  uniformly  blacker  than  the  chest). 

These  observations  were  made  on  a  cloudy  day,  when  the  possibility  of 
color  illusions  resulting  from  highlights,  shadows,  and  other  tricks  of  bright 
sunlight  is  reduced  to  a  minimum.  It  was  personally  very  satisfying  to  study 
this  bird  under  these  good  conditions  and  to  find  that  the  bird  did  not 
appear  in  any  way  or  degree  intermediate  between  the  plumages  of  the  two  races, 
but  was  wholly  typical  of  the  coloration  of  A.  a.  f lavirostris .  the  Greenland 
subspecies,  as  pictured  by  Peter  Scott.  -  Harold  H,  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of 
Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


An  observation  of  a  hybrid  Flicker.-  On  April  19,  1962,  at  the  corner 
of  N.Y.  State  Route  267  and  the  Scotland  Road,  Town  of  Newstead,  Erie  County, 

I  observed  a  hybrid  Flicker  (Colaptes  auratus  x  C.  cafer).  I  observed  it  at 
close  range  with  a  20  power  Balscope  as  it  flew  across  the  road,  landed,  and 
then  took  off  again.  When  in  flight  a  flash  of  red,  in  addition  to  the  normal 
flash  of  yellow  come  from  the  wing  linings.  When  the  bird  was  at  rest, 
however,  the  primary  shafts  appeared  to  be  yellow.  Therefore,  the  red 
coloring  seen  so  well  in  flight,  apparently  was  confined  to  the  secondary 
shafts.  The  tail  was  not  seen.  The  head  bore  the  typical  marks  of  a  Yellow- 
shafted  Flicker. 
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Vol,  28,  No.  5  -  General  Notes  (con*t) 


In  Audubon  Field  Notes  (Vol.  16,  No,  1,  January  1962,  p.  10),  the 
editors  for  the  Northeastern  Maritime  Region  quote  Dr.  Lester  L.  Short  as 
follows:  "Flickers  showing  pink  or  reddish  in  the  flight  feathers  are 
commonly  found  in  the  Northeast.  About  one  third  of  a  large  sample  from 
Ithaca,  N.Y.  (breeding  birds)  exhibit  some  reddish  or  pink  in  the  wing  and 
tail  feathers.  I  have  determined  that  about  25$  of  the  specimens  available 
from  the  Northeast  (New  England  and  the  Maritime  Provinces)  show  such 
indications."  -  Kenneth  P.  Able,  76  Sterling  Road,  Hamburg,  New  York. 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


Report  of  the  April  Bird  Count 

Date:  April  8,  1962 

Weather  Conditions:  In  general,  the  weather  conditions  on  April  8,  were 
conducive  to  complete  coverage  of  the  territories.  Temperature  during  the  day 
ranged  from  approximately  32  degrees  at  6:00  A.M.  to  approximately  55  degrees 
near  the  lake  plains  during  the  middle  of  the  day.  The  sky  was  partly  cloudy 
throughout  the  majority  of  the  area  during  the  day  with  the  overcast  condition 
somewhat  reduced  near  the  lakes  and  heavier  and  more  general  in  inland  areas. 

The  wind  was  light,  from  13  mph.  up  to  about  9:00  A.M, ,  diminishing  during 
the  day  to  approximately  8  mph.  Wind  direction  up  until  about  9:00  A.M.  was 
predominantly  southwesterly,  becoming  more  westerly  as  the  day  progressed. 
Weather  prior  to  the  count  is  of  some  importance.  In  general,  the  migration 
of  birds,  particularly  passerine  species,  was  much  retarded.  Many  species 
usually  found  on  a  corresponding  date  in  other  years  were  entirely  absent  this 
year.  However,  a  low  pressure  system  accompanied  by  warm  Gulf  air  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  week  preceding  the  count  undoubtedly  induced  a  number  of 
species  into  the  area  in  nearly  normal  numbers  for  the  date. 

Species  Recorded:  Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  division  numbers  where 
the  species  was  observed  when  it  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  divisions.  An 
asterisk  (*)  preceding  the  name  of  a  species  indicates  the  first  record  for  the 
year.  Underlined  common  names  indicate  that  an  acceptable  detailed  written 
verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S. ,  1961),  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent 
files  of  the  B.O.S. 

Loons  -  Mergansers:  Common  Loon,  4  (5 >16, 21);  Red-necked  Grebe,  1  (9); 

Horned  Grebe,  52$  Pied-billed  Grebe,  37$  Great  Blue  Heron,  78$  ^Common  Egret, 
1  (5)$  Black-crowned  Night  Heron,  4°  (9)$  Whistling  Swan,  12$  Canada 
Goose,  37,036  plus  an  unestimated  many  thousands  off  shore  in  Lake  Ontario; 

Snow  Goose,  19  (4*22)$  Blue  Goose,  17  (4*5)$  Mallard,  121$  Black  Duck,  344$ 
Pintail,  1082$  Green-winged  Teal,  22$  Blue-winged  Teal,  95$  American 
Widgeon,  69$  *Shoveler,  6  (5,10);  Wood  Duck,  63$  Redhead,  11  (4,9,21); 
Ring-necked  Duck,  155$  Canvasback,  92$  Greater  Scaup,  812$  Lesser  Scaup, 

219;  Common  Goldeneye,  856$  Bufflehead,  523$  Oldsquaw,  70$  *King  Eider,  1 
(9)$  White-winged  Scoter,  21  (2,3,5)$  Ruddy  Duck,  6  (5,2l)$  Hooded 
Merganser,  16$  Common  Merganser,  1645$  Red-breasted  Merganser,  979. 


Vulture  -  Rails:  Turkey  Vulture,  98$  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  11$  Cooper  *s  Hawk, 
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7;  Rod- tailed.  Hawk,  66;  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  18;  Rough-legged  Hawk,  24; 

Bald  Eagle,  1  immature  (3);  Marsh  Hawk,  27;  *Osprey,  4;  Peregrine  Falcon, 

1  (7);  Sparrow  Hawk,  88;  Ruffed  Grouse,  18;  Ring-necked  Pheasant,  76; 
American  Coot,  64. 

Plovers Terns;  Killdeer,  273;  American  Woodcock,  12;  Common  Snipe,  56; 
Greater  Yellowlegs,  7  (7,20,21);  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  3  (10,13);  Pectoral  ‘ 
Sandpiper,  124;  Great  Black-backed  Gull,  62;  Herring  Gull,  1816;  Ring¬ 
billed  Gull,  5450;  Bonaparte* s  Gull,  485;  ^Common  Tern,  10. 

Doves  -  Swallows:  Rock  Dove,  245;  Mourning  Dove,  428;  Barn  Owl,  1  (2); 
Screech  Owl,  3  (13,21);  Great  Horned  Owl,  7;  Long-eared  Owl,  1  (7);  Short¬ 
eared  Owl,  15  (4,7, 10);  Saw-whet  Owl,  1  (3);  Belted  Kingfisher,  47;  Yellov^- 
shafted  Flicker,  168;  Pileated  Woodpecker,  3  (13,21);  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker,  1  (13);  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  1  (21);  Hairy  Woodpecker.  33; 
Downy  Woodpecker,  111;  Eastern  Phoebe,  128;  Horned  Lark  (E.a*praticola; , 

130;  Tree  Swallow,  56. 

Javs  -  Starling;  Blue  Jay,  198;  Common  Grow,  1348;  Black-capped  Chickadee, 
648; Tufted  Titmouse,  5;  Brown  Creeper,  16;  Winter  Wren,  12;  Carolina  Wren, 
3  (12);  Robin,  3780;  Hermit  Thrush,  1  (13);  Eastern  Bluebird,  13;  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglet,  86;  Water  Pipit,  54;  Cedar  Waxwing,  143;  Northern  Shrike, 

1  (12);  ^Loggerhead  Shrike,  2  (12,16);  Starling,  14162. 

House  Sparrow  -  Fringiliids:  House  Sparrow,  3212;  Eastern  Meadowlark,  991; 
*Western  Meadowlark >1  (7);  Red-winged  Blackbird,  123 16;  Rusty  Blackbird, 

343;  Common  Grackie,  84 00;  Brown- headed  Cowbird,  2191;  Cardinal,  180; 

Evening  Grosbeak,  139;  Purple  Finch,  2  (21,22);  American  Goldfinch,  42; 
Rufous-sided  Towhee,  15;  Savannah  Sparrow,  42;  Vesper  Sparrow,  137;  Slate- 
colored  Junco,  1504;  Tree  Sparrow,  226;  Chipping  Sparrow,  6;  Field  Sparrow, 
50;  White-crowned  Sparrow,  2(4);  White- throated  Sparrow,  16;  Fox  Sparrow, 

24;  Swamp  Sparrow,  52;  Song  Sparrow,  2037* 

Miscellaneous:  Unidentified  scaup,  180;  unidentified  hawks,  2;  unidentified 
buteos,  3.  GRAND  TOTAL,  115  species;  107,071  plus  individuals. 


Comments  and  Comparisons:  The  count  this  year  was  taken  on  a  date  which 
is  more  or' less  average  in  comparison  with  other  years  (see  The  Pro tho notary. 

Vol*  27,  p.  118),  The  following  enumeration  of  the  species  recorded  in 
comparison  with  other  years  will  serve  to  give  an  idea  as  to  the  comparative 
abundance  of  Avifauna  in  general* 

Loons  -  Mergansers:  Loons  and  grebes  appeared  to  be  present  in  average  or 
only  slightly  below  average  numbers.  The  single  Red-necked  Grebe  off  Grand 
Island  is  of  interest  as  this  species  has  been  recorded  only  sporadically  and 
this  individual  seem  to  correspond  with  the  abundance  of  the  species  this  spring. 
Black-crowned  Night  Herons  have  noticeably  decreased  in  numbers  in  recent  years 
and  have  been  absent  in  some  recent  counts.  This  year,  however,  40  individuals 
were  found  at  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park,  The  Common  Egret  has  been  recorded 
on  only  two  previous  counts,  1959  and  I960,  Whistling  Swans  were  extremely 
low,  fewer  individuals  being  seen  on  only  three  other  counts*  Geese  completely 
dominated  the  waterfowl  scene.  Probably  due  to  the  large  concentration  of 
geese  in  the  area  was  the  large,  in  fact  unprecedented, number  of  Snow  and  Blue 
Geese,  The  former  totaling  19  was  made  up  of  15  birds  in  Division  22  and  4 
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with  the  Lake  Ontario  goose  concentration.  Ducks,  in  general,  were  extremely 
low,  in  confirmation  with  the  current  'trend  throughout  the  East.  Mallards  and 
Black  Ducks,  for  example,  totaled  only  half  their  usual  numbers.  Diving  ducks 
also  showed  drastic  drops  from  even  last  year!s  count  which  was  also  low. 
Canvasbacks  and  Redheads  were  particularly  low  and  both  species  of  scaup  seem 
to  befe  only  ones  in  numbers  even  approaching  normality.  An  adult  male  King 
Eider  in  the  Niagara  River  off  Grand  Island  is  of  interest. 

Vulture  -  Rails:  An  immature  Bald  Eagle  near  Youngstown  is  of  special  interest. 
The  Peregrine  Falcon  was  noted  for  the  third  time  on  this  count,  this  time  near 
Wainfleet  Bog,  Ont.  In  general,  numbers  of  raptors  are  in  accordance  with 
other  years  but  the  figures  definitely  indicate  that  no  major  flight  took  place 
during  the  day. 

Plovers  -  Terns?  Shorebirds  in  general  were  in  good  numbers,  especially  in 
the  area  of  Wolcottsville  and  adjacent  sinks.  Most  notable  was  the  number  of 
Pectoral  Sandpipers,  totaling  124  for  the  second  highest  on  record. '  Must  gulls 
were  present  in  average,  though  certainly  not  above  average  numbers.  Great 
Black-backed  Gulls  topped  all  previous  totals  with  62  individuals  being 
reported  as  compared  with  the  previous  high  of  31*  Bonaparte  !s  Gulls  were  low 
as  compared  with  most  years.  Common  Terns  were  present  in  above  average 
numbers  for  the  date. 

Doves  -  Swallows:  There  were  three  things  of  note  among  the  owls.  The  first 
was  a  Barn  Owl  in  Division  #2  contributed  by  George  North.  Secondly,  the  number 
of  Short-eared  Owls,  15,  is  unprecedented  for  this  count  and  probably  indicates 
that  this  species  remained  longer  in  the  area  this  year  than  is  normal.  The 
Saw-whet  Owl  appeared  this  year  for  the  second  time  in  count  history,  this  being 
probably  the  same  bird  that  spent  much  of  the  winter  at  Youngstown  Cemetery. 

The  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  was  notable  by  its  absence,  only  one  individual 
being  seen. '  This  is  a  probable  indicator  of  the  lateness  of  the  migratory 
progression.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Eastern  Phoebe  was  present  in  previously 
unequaled  numbers. 


Jays  -  Starling:  Tufted  Titmice  were  present  in  above  average  numbers,  but 
still  much  reduced  from  their  extreme  abundance  of  the  fall  and  winter.  Only 
one  Hermit  Thrush  may  be  attributed  to  the  lateness  of  the  season.  Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglets  were  absent  entirely,  as  might  be  expected,  but  they  have  been 
present  in  a  good  many  counts  taken  in  the  past  on  corresponding  dates. 

House  Sparrow  -  Fringillidss  For  the  second  time  in  th3  history  of  this  count, 
the  Western  Meadowlark  was  recorded.  Evening  Grosbeaks  were  in  much  better 
than  normal  numbers,  although  many  of  these  may  have  been  overlooked  due  to 
lack  of  coverage  at  feeding  stations.  In  general,  most  fringillids  were 
present  in  better  than  average  numbers,  especially  the  sparrows,  regardless  of 
the  lateness  of  the  season. 

Sectional  Divisions  and  Observers:  The  following  divisions  are  those 
defined  by  the  map  "Sectional  Divisions  of  the  Territory  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society"  (1956).  The  list  gives  the  number  of  each  division 
and  the  name  of  a  place  located  in  that  division.  Underlined  names  denote  the 
individuals  or  group  responsible  for  the  coverage  of  each  division.  Twenty- 
five  of  the  28  divisions  were  covered  by  a  total  of  81  observers. 
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1*  Fonthill,  Ont, 

2.  Tigroid,  Ont. 

3.  Wilson,  N.Y. 

4.  Middleport,  N.Y. 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  N.Y. 

6.  Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

7.  Lowbanks,  Ont. 

8.  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

9.  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 

10.  Akron,  N.Y. 

11.  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

12.  Lancaster,  N.Y. 


13.  Batavia,  N.Y. 


14.  Hamburg,  N.Y. 

15.  Java,  N.Y. 

16.  Angola,  N.Y. 

17.  Cattaraugus,  N.Y. 

18.  Dele  van,  N.Y. 

19.  Fillmore,  N.Y. 

20.  Dunkirk,  N.Y. 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  N.Y. 


22.  Sherman,  N.Y. 

23,  Frewsburg,  N.Y. 


24.  Allegany  State  Pk.NY 

25.  Allegany,  N.Y, 

26.  Cuba  Reservoir,  N.Y. 

27.  Bolivar,  N.Y. 

28.  Alfred,  N.Y. 


-  Mr.  Adrian  Dorst,  Mr,  Chris  Hawes,  Mr,  Grant  Hawes 

-  Hr.  Adrian  Dorst.  Mr.  George  North 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs-;  Walter  Klabunde,  Mr.  Whitney  Mallam 

-  Mr.  &  Mrs.  h>  John  Lebrer 

-  Mr.  Harold  Da  Mitchell,  Mr.  George  Smith,  Mr.  W. 

A,  Smith,  Mr0  David  L.  Thompson 

-  Mrc  Bernard  Nathan.  Miss  Marjorie  Emerson,  Miss 
Mary  Louise  Emerson 

-  Mr.  Richard  Brownstein,  Mr.  Joseph  F.  Thill 

-  Mr.  Edward  L,,  Seeber 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs,,  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  Mrs.  Agnes  Abrams, 

Mrs.  Mercedeth  Lovelace 

£  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  L.  Bourne,  Mrs.  R,  William 
Rochester 

-  Dr.  Arthur  Freitag.  Dr.  Henry  Freitag,  Mr.  Richard 
Freitag 

-  East  Aurora  Bird  Club:  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Peter  Loersch, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  McMahon,  Miss  Thelma  Pikett,  Mrs, 
Bernice  Reinhart,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Reuther 

-  Mr s.  0. L.  P ixley >  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Russell  C,  Annabal, 
Mr©  Richard  Beebe,  Mr.  George  Buckland,  Mr,  George 
Mahaney,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Max  Mason,  Mr.  Gail  Seamans, 

Mr.  David  Thompson,  Mr.  Don  Thureau 

-  Mr-  and  Mrs,  William  M©  Able,  Mr,  Arthur  Clark, 

Miss  Dorothea  Duttweiler,  Mr,  Robert  Miller 

-  Miss  Mar ie  Wendling ,  Miss  Margaret  Wendling,  Miss 
Gertrude  G.  Webster 

-  Miss  Frances  Rathbun.  Miss  Elma  Bowen,  Mr.  Arthur 
Clark,  Mr.  Robert  Miller 

-  Mrs.  James  Creighton,  Ik's.  Charles  Avery,  Mrs. 
Bartlett  Ransdell,  Mrs.  Elek  Csont 

-  Mr.  Arthur  Clark,  Mr.  Robert  Miller 

-  Mr.  Harold  Freund 

-  Miss  Teresa  Sehober ,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  Stanley 

-  James  tom  Audubon  Society;  Miss  Nina  Bates,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  O.G.  Burge  son,  Mr.  N.A.  Funicello,  Miss  Ruth 
Olson,  Mr.  Francis  Patchen,  Mrs.  Elmer  Skillman, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Swanson 

-  Jamestown  Audubon  Society;  Mrs,  Victor  Gastol 

-  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Miss  Ruth  Ahrens,  Mr. 
Clarence  M«  Beal,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  Findley,  Miss 
Annabelle  Hiller,  Dr.  Lewis  Kibler,  Mrs.  Fred  Nisson, 
Mrs.  Russell  Pillsbury 

-  Mr.  Arthur  Clark,  Mr.  Robert  Miller 

-  Dr.  Stephen  W.  Eaton 

-  not  covered 

-  not  covered 

-  not  covered 


Kenneth  P.  Able,  76  Sterling  Road,  Hamburg,  New  York 
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NOTES  AMD  NEWS 

I962  Nesting  Records;  Please  send  data  to  the  Compiler  with  your 
regular  monthly  records  or  as  soon  as  possible.  We  need  as  much  data  as 
possible  now  in  order  to  begin  getting  it  ready  for  the  July  issue  of  The 
Pro tho notary  .  -  Editor  ~ 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

July  22  -  Sixteenth  Annual  Shorebird  Count  on  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie, 
Leader,  Kenneth  P.  Able  (NA  7-5636), 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler:  Mr,  Joseph  Thill,  223  North  Park  Avenue,  Buffalo  16,  N.Y, 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  Mrs.  Edward  Cummiskey,  1759  Hertel  Avenue,  Buffalo 

16,  New  York 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $<,15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter 

Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  New  York 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo  15 ,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornitholo gical  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo.  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


Fine  spring  weather  prevailed  throughout  most  of  May.  The  average 
temperature,  6.6  degrees  above  normal,  made  it  the  third  warmest  May  since 
1871.  Rainfall,  .59  inches  below  normal,  came  mostly  in  scattered  small 
amounts  except  on  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  May  23,  when  thunderstorms 
caused  flooding.  Lightning  during  these  same  storms  produced  the  worst  night 
of  fires  in  Euffalo  history,  doing  $3,000,000  damage.  Snow  or  frost  occurred 
the  8th,  9th,  and  10th. 

Although  no  large  n waves”  of  warblers  or  other  migrants  occurred  during 
May,  there  were  a  number  of  interesting  observations.  A  notable  Blue  Jay 
migration  apparently  occurs  along  the  south  shore  of  lake  Erie  every  May,  but 
this  year  it  was  better  reported  than  usual,  A  King  Rail  was  discovered  at 
Mud  Lake,  and  two  Mute  Swans  and  a  European  Widgeon  were  seen  at  Rockhouse 
Point,  Ont,  Reports  of  feral  Mute  Swans  have  been  increasing  in  our  territory 
the  past  few  years,  while  the  European  Widgeon  has  been  seen  less  often  than 
in  the  early  and  middle  1950* s.  The  Acadian  Flycatcher  returned  another 
successive  year  to  Abino  Hills,  Ont.  The  most  notable  "land  bird”  of  the 
month  was  a  Lark  Sparrow  at  Dunkirk. 

The  most  outstanding  event  was  a  major  northward  movement  of  Cattle 
Egrets  into  many  localities  in  the  northeastern  United  States  and  southeastern 
Canada  including  Ontario.  In  B.0,3.  territory  there  were  unverified  reports 
from  several  localities  and  two  verified  records  -  the  first  for  this  species 
in  the  present  B.O.S.  study  area.  -  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of 
Science,  3uffalo,  New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  'written  verification,  according  to  the  ”Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
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Vol.  2S,  No.  6  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con’t) 

-'Jew  fork  and  Adjacent  Ontario11  (B.O.S.,  1961),  has  been  received  and  placed  in 
the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Red-necked  Grebe 
•^Cattle  Egret 


May 

it 

it 


B.-cr, Night  Heron  May 

it 


*‘Least  Bittern 


dilute  Swan 


Canada  Goose 


Gadwall 


Green-w.  Teal 

*~Bur.  Widgeon 
American  Widgeon 
Shoveler 

Ring-necked  Duck 
Canvasback 
Greater  Scaup 
Common '  Goldenpy  e 
Old squaw 
Turkey  Vulture 
Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

Cooper’s  Hawk 
Red-tailed  Hawk 
Red-sh.  Hawk 

Broad-w.  Hawk 


Osprey 


Gray  Partridge 
•frRing  Rail 
Virginia  Rail 


Sora 


4L 

2  Shadigee 

6 

1  near  Batavia 

13 

1  near  §yng,  Ont. 

record 

s  for  B.O.S,  study 

5 

2  Stromness,  Ont. 

11 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

IS 

2  Wainfleet,  Ont, 

5 

1  Mud  Lake,  Ont, 

17 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

10-30 


Rosche 

Masons 

Schaffner,  Clark 

Able,  Rosche 
Thill,  Mutry 
Able^  Rosche 
Able,  RoSche 
Mitchell,  Wright 
Rosche,  Able  et  al 


2  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

(both  birds  seen  in  flight  on  several  occasions  indicating 
feral  birds) 


Common  Gallinule 
-“'Seminalm.  Plover 


;-30L 

,1 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able  et  al 

27 

30 

Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Danner 

2,5 

1,2 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Able^  Rosche 

10 

S 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche  et  al 

12 

3 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont, 

Able 

17 

3 

Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Mitchell,  Wright 

27 

1 

Oak  Orchard  GMA' 

Rosche 

10 

1 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able  et  al 

30 

2 

Castaday  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

5L 

2 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Anle,  Rosche 

5L 

1 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

6L 

3 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

7L 

100 

Derby 

Brockner  * 

2 

5 

Allegany  State  Park 

Schaffner,  Clark 

5L 

4 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

19L 

2 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

5 

11 

Zoar  Valley 

Mitchell  et  al 

2 

15 

Allegany  Rd.,  Hanover 

Schaffner 

13 

3 

over  Lake  View 

Able 

13 

2 

over  Lk.Erie  State  Park 

Able 

13 

9 

over  Irving 

Able 

19 

1 

Bird  Rd.,' Moulton 
Township,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

2 

S2 

Allegany  Rd.,  Hanover 

Schaffner,  Clark 

13 

14 

Lake  View  to  Lake  Erie 
State  Park 

Able 

2 

1 

Irving 

Schaffner,  Clark 

2 

2 

Allegany  Rd.,  Hanover 

Schaffner,  Clark 

13 

3 

Lake  View  to  Lake  Erie 
State  Park 

Able 

17L 

1 

Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Mitchell,  Wright 

16 

2 

near  Efymg,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

IS 

1 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

2 

1 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Rosche 

IS 

10 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

5 

7 

Mud  Lake  and  Stromness, 
Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

2 

1 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Rosche 

10 

3 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche  et  al 

13 

1 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

(62) 
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Vol.  28,  Bo.  6  -  Noteworthy  Records  (oon't) 


Semi  palm.  Plover 

May 

27 

15  Fort  Erie  to  Rockhouse 
Point,  Ont. 

Able 

*  H!.ac  k-  b .  Plo ve  r 

May 

5 

1  Sugarloaf  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

May 

30 

6  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Able,  Rosche 

*Ruddy  Turnstone 

May 

5 

1  Sugarloaf  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

15 

4  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Brownstein  et  al 

ii 

30 

265  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Able,  Rosche 

•>Whimbrel 

it 

19 

3  Sugarloaf  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

'19 

'1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

23,26 

3,8  Morgan f  s  Point ,  Ont . ‘ 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

23,26 

8,56  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

27L 

5  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able 

Solitary  Sandpiper  M 

31L 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

it 

4 

80  Wolcott sville  Sinks 

Rosche 

-Knot 

ii 

23 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Freitags 

n 

23 

29  Morgan's  Point,  Ont, 

Rosche 

it 

27 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Letchworths 

_;?,'Ih.-r.  Sandpiper 

ii 

26 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont, 

Rosche  et  al 

ii 

27 

12  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able 

*Least  Sandpiper 

Kay 

5 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

May 

10 

13  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

19 

35  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Able,  Rosche 

*Dunlin 

it 

5 

1  Sugarloaf  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

17 

2  Windmill  Point,  Ont. 

Letchworths 

it 

17 

55  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Mitchell',  Wright 

n 

17 

150  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Mitchell,  Wright 

it 

19 

37 5  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

30L 

11  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Able,  Rosche 

*S.-b.  Dowitcher 

n 

17 

8  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Mitchell,  Wright 

tt 

19 

4  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

19 

25  Sugarloaf  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

2SL 

2  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

*~Semi,  Sandpiper 

it 

14 

3  Busti 

Pillsbury 

ii 

17 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Mitchell,  Wright 

n 

30 

225  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Able,  Rosche 

*Sanderling 

it 

17 

1  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Mitchell,  Wright 

ii 

19 

1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

19 

6  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

30 

16  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Able,  Rosche 

Gr.  ELack-b.  Gull 

it 

30 

68  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Able,  Rosche 

Caspian  Tern 

ii 

6 

2  Crystal  Beach,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

ii 

26 

1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

ELack  Tern 

it 

2 

12  Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Rosche 

-‘Yel.-b.  Cuckoo 

ii 

15 

1  Springbrook 

Danner  * 

t! 

17 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Mitchell,  Wright 

*-'SLack-b,  Cuckoo 

II 

13 

1  Evans  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

tt 

16 

1  near  Bear  Lake 

Schaffner,  Bates,  Buck 

II 

16 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Barn  Owl 

tt 

10 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

It 

19 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

Snowy  Owl 

It 

'10L 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able  et  al 

Long-eared  Owl 

tl 

5,19 

1  near  Pt.  Colborne,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Short-e.  Owl 

II 

6 

1  Niece  Rd.,  Sherbrooke 
Township,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

II 

10 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche  et  al 

(63) 
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Whip-poor-will 

May 

1 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Brownstein 

1! 

18 

6  Wainfleet  Marsh,  Ont. 

Rose he.  Able 

-''-Common  Night  hawk 

It 

13 

4  Hamburg 

Bourne 

It 

1  4 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Heilboms 

*R.-t.  Hummingbird  " 

11 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

II 

12 

1  Buffalo 

Thompson 

■^Eastern  Kingbird 

IT 

5 

1  Batavia 

Buckland 

II 

5 

1  Jamestown  to  Onoville 

Pillsbury  et  al 

IT 

5 

2  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able  et  al 

II 

6 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

It 

6 

6  Point  Gratiot 

Able,  Rosche 

It 

12 

60  over  Lake  View 

Able 

II 

13 

15  over  Lake  View 

Able 

*Great  Crested 

II 

2 

1  Dunkirk 

Schaffner,  Clark 

Flycatcher 

If 

5 

1  Zoar  Valley 

Mitchell  et  al 

*Y.-b.  Flycatcher 

II 

'19 

1  Morgan* s  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

^Acadian  Flycatcher” 

19,26 

1  Abino  Hills,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able  et  al 

*Traill*s 

II 

15 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

Flycatcher 

II 

16 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

II 

16 

2  Falconer-Jamestown  area 

Pillsbury 

Least  Flycatcher 

It 

5 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

ri 

5 

4  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Able,  Rosche 

*E.  Wood  Pewee 

it 

13 

1  Evans  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

it 

16 

2  near  Cassadaga 

Schaffner,  Peek 

it 

16 

2  Jamestown 

Pillsbury 

-*0.-s,  Flycatcher 

ti 

26 

1  Buffalo 

Thompson 

ii 

27 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

-*Cliff  Swallow 

ii 

2 

3  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rosche 

it 

3 

2  Point  Gratiot 

Able 

Blue  Jay 

ii 

2 

237  Irving  to  Portland 

Schaffner,  Clark 

it 

12 

275  over  Lake  View 

Able 

ii 

13 

810  over  Lake  View 

Able 

ii 

15 

75  over  Lake  View 

Able 

it 

15 

35  Athol  Springs 

Bourne' 

Tufted  Titmouse 

it 

1 

1  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Brownstein 

ti 

11 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

’ 

u 

30 

1  Allegany  St&te  Park 

Schaffner  et  al 

»-Long-b.  M.  Wren 

I! 

5 

5  Stromness,  Ont, 

Able,  Rosche 

11 

17 

2  Oak  Orchard 

Mitchell,  Wright 

It 

17 

2  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Mitchell,  Wright 

-''-Short -b.  M.  Wren  May 

2 

1  Nye  Road,  Ont, 

Rosche  ' 

May 

17 

1  Oak  Orchard’ GMA 

Mitchell,  Wright 

Mockingbird 

ii 

27 

1  Francis  Rd.,  Batavia 

Rosche 

Swainson  *  s  Thrush 

ii 

1 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Brownstein 

*Gray-ch.  Thrush 

it 

19 

1  Morgan* s  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

it 

22L 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Veery 

ti 

5 

1  Jamestown  to  Onoville 

Pillsbury 

Eastern  Bluebird 

ti 

14 

1  Batavia 

Buckland 

ii 

17 

1  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Mitchell,  Wright 

it 

17 

2  Cassadaga 

Schaffner,  fetes.  Buck 

it 

19 

1  Derby 

Brockners 

it 

26 

2  Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Mitchell  et  al 

it 

27 

2  Clymer-Busti  area 

Pillsbury 

B.-g.  Gnatcatcher 

ii 

5 

12  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Able,  Rosche 

ti 

6 

12  Portland- Pt .  Gratiot 

Able,  Rosche 
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Gold.-cr.  Kinglet  May 

10L 

Water  Pipit 

It 

5,6 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

II 

13 

*White-e.  Vireo 

II 

5,10 

II 

12 

‘-‘Yel.-thr.  Vireo 

II 

4 

It 

12 

■-■Red-eyed  Vireo 

It 

6 

It 

13 

■-'Philadelphia  Virec 

>» 

12 

II 

15 

II 

15 

Garbling  Vireo 

II 

1 

II 

1 

II 

2 

'-■Proth.  Warbler 

It 

17 

Golden-w.  Warbler 

II 

6 

It 

6 

-'HLue-w.  Warbler 

II 

5 

II 

6 

11 

6 

***  Brewst  er  *  s  "  War . 

It 

15 

*Tenn.  Warbler 

II 

6 

II 

6 

II 

10 

O.-cr.  Warbler  May 

2 

May 

£ 

It 

16 

■-'Parula  Warbler 

II 

12 

II 

15 

II 

30 

-■Magnolia  Warbler 

II 

6 

II 

7 

-Eape  May  Warbler 

It 

2 

II 

2 

It 

6 

II 

6 

*B.-thr.  Blue  Warb, 

u 

1 

It 

3 

Myrtle  Warbler 

II 

30L 

Cerulean  Warbler 

It 

5 

Blackburnian  War. 

II 

5 

II 

5 

-■Chest. -s.  Warbler 

II 

5 

It 

5 

II 

6 

II 

6 

-'Bay-br.  Warbler 

II 

13 

If 

15 

II 

15 

tt 

15 

-'HLackpoll  Warbler 

II 

16 

II 

17 

II 

17 

It 

17 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont, 

12  Derby 

1  Niagara-on-the-Lake , Ont . 
1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont, 

1  Clarksburg 
1  Hamburg 

1  Angola 

1-3  Springbrook 

2  Evans  Point,  Ont, 

1  Clymer 

1  Athol  Springs 
1  Morgan* s  Point,  Ont, 

1  Delaware  Fk. ,  Buffalo 
1  Erie  Beach,  Ont, 

1  Hamburg 
7  Oak  Orchard 
1  Morgan *s  Point,  Ont, 

1  Lk.  Erie  State  Park 
1  Jamestown  to  Onoville 

1  Derby 

3  Prendergast  Point 

2  St.  Catharines,  Ont, 

1  Morgan* s  Point,  Ont, 

1  Irving 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

2  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 
1  Hamburg 

1  Hamburg 
1  Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

1  Allegany  State  Park 
1  Niagara  Falls 
1  Hamburg 
1  Lake  View  ' 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

3  Prendergast  Point 
1  Niagara  Falls 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 
1  Morgan *s  Point,  Ont. 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

1  Jamestown  to  Onoville 
1  Morgan *s  Point,  Ont. 

1  Derby 

2  Morgan *s  Point,  Ont. 

2  Morgan* s  Point,  Ont. 

3  Buffalo 

1  Evans  Point,  Ont. 

1  Westfield 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

2  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

1  Hamburg 

2  Oak  Orchard  GKA 

1  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 
1  Delaware  Pk, ,  Buffalo 


Able,  Rosche 

Brockner 

Letchworths 

Rosche,  Able  et  al 

Bourne 

Bourne 

Able 

Danner 

Rosche 

Pillsbury 

Bourne' 

Rosche,  Hawes 
Rosche,  Brownstein 
Rosche,  Brownstein 
Bourne 

Mitchell,  Wright 
Mitchell  et  al 
Able,  Rosche 
Pillsbury 
Brockner 
Able,  Rosche 
Dorst,  Hawes 
Mitchell  et  al 
Able,  Rosche 
Rosche 
Rosche 

Mitchell  et  al 

Bourne 

Bourne 

Dorst,  Hawes 

Schaffner,  Buck  et  al 

Heilboms 

Bourne 

Able 

Rosche 

Mitchell  et  al 

Able,  Rosche 

Heilborns 

Bourne 

Able,  Rosche 

Able,  Rosche  et  al 

Pillsbury  et  al 

Able,  Rosche 

Brockner 

Able,  Rosche 

Pit c hell  et  al 

Freitag 

Rosche 

Schaffner 

Schaffner 

Rosche,  Hawes  et  al 
Bourne 

Mitchell,  Wright 
Mitchell,  Wright 
Able 
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Vol.  28,  No,  6  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con’t) 


Ovenbird  May  5 

1  Jamestown  to  Onoville 

Pillsbury 

it 

5 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

*La.  Waterthrush  " 

12 

1  Clymer 

Pillsbury 

n 

12 

1  Clarksburg 

Bourne 

ti 

17 

1  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie  Mitchell,  Wright 

•^Kentucky  Warbler  ** 

27 

1  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Abies 

"''■Conn,  Warbler  n 

28 

1  Youngstown 

Rosche 

•''■Mourning  Warbler  " 

17 

1  near  Cassadaga 

Schaffner,  Buck,  Bates 

it 

18 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

*Yellowt  hr oat  ” 

2 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

5 

3  Sti'omness,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

•''"Yel.-br.  Chat  ’’ 

11 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

it 

15 

2  Morgan* s  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Hawes  et  al 

tt 

17 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Mitchell,  Wright 

it 

20 

1  near  St. Catharines,  Ont, 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

^Hooded  Warbler  ” 

4,5 

1,3  Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

Letchworths 

^Wilson’s  Warbler  ” 

13 

1  Morgan  *  s  Point,  Ont. 

Thill 

it 

15 

4  St.  Catharines,  Ont, 

Rosche' et  al 

it 

15 

2  Morgan* s  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Hawes  et  al 

•''■Canada  Warbler  M 

10 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

13 

1  Delaware  Pk.,  Buffalo 

Thill 

Amer.  Redstart  " 

5 

1  Jamestown  to  Onoville 

W.  Meadowlark  M 

2-30 

1  near  Rathfon  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche  et  al 

•''■Orchard  Oriole  ” 

13 

1  Wainfleet,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Clark 

it 

13 

1  Morgan* s  Point,  Ont. 

Thill 

it 

13 

1  Evans  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

it 

19 

1  Long  Beach,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

tt 

30 

5  Morgan* s  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Baltimore  Oriole  ** 

2 

1  Town  of  Portland 

Schaffner 

it 

2 

4  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Rosche 

^Scarlet  Tanager  " 

2 

1  Allegany  Rd.,  Hanover 

Schaffner 

it 

4 

2  Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

Letchworths 

*Rose-br.  Grosbeak  M 

4 

2  Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

Letchworths 

tt 

5 

1  Lorraine,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

■^Indigo  Bunting  ” 

6 

2  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

ii 

13 

2  Evan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Evening  Grosbeak  " 

1-17 

60  Hamburg 

Avery 

tt 

5 

15  Jamestown  to  Onoville 

Pillsbury  et  al 

it 

5-15 

2  Springbrook 

Danner 

tt 

12 

180  over  Lake  View 

Able 

tt 

13 

35  over  Lake  View 

Able 

•*Lark  Sparrow  " 

'2 

'1  Dunkirk 

Schaffner,  Clark 

White-cr.  Sparrow  M 

3F,4 

2,3  Busti 

Pillsbury 

n 

3F 

3  Hamburg 

Bourne 

■^'Lincoln’s  Sparrow  ” 

6 

1  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

tt 

12 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont . 

Able 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded:  196 
Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  62 
Total  for  1962:  253 
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ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


Report  of  the  May  Bird  Count 

Date;  May  20,  1962 

Species  Recorded:  Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  division  numbers  where 
the  species  was  observed  when  it  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  divisions.  An 
asterisk  (*)  preceding  the  name  of  a  species  indicates  the  first  record  for  the 
year.  Underlined  common  names  indicate  that  an  acceptable  detailed  written 
verification,  according  to  the  nDate  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario”  (B,0.S. ,  1961),  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent 
files  of  the  B,Q,S. 

Loons-Mer ganser s :  Common  Loon,  8;  Pied-billed  Grebe,  3  (5, 14,18) ;  Great  Blue 
Heron,  37;  Green  Heron,  42;  Black-crowned  Night  Heron,  1  (6);  Least  Bittern, 

5  (1,5*10);  American  Bittern,  17;  Canada  Goose,  28  (1,5);  Mallard,  16 3;  Black 
Duck,  27;  Gadwall,  3  (6);  Pintail,  3  (1,10);  Green-winged  Teal,  2  (5*7;; 
Blue-winged  Teal,  31;  Wood  Duck,  24;  Redhead,  1  (18) ;  Greater  Scaup,  13  (6, 
18);  Lesser  Scaup,  28;  Bufflehead,  1  (7);  Ruddy  Duck,  1  (7);  Common 
Merganser,  24;  Red-breasted  Merganser,  14  (5*6,7). 

Vulture-Rails?  Turkey  Vulture,  40;  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  3  (9,13*20);  Cooper^ 
Hawk,  2  (5*&)|  Red-tailed  Hawk,  26;  Red- shouldered  Hawk,  8:  BroacUwinged 
Hawk,  12;  Rough,  legged  Hawk,  3  (13);  Marsh  Hawk,  7  (6,7,16);  Sparrow  Hawk,  16; 
Ruffed  Grouse,  13;  Ring-necked  Pheasant,  58;  Virginia  Rail,  3  (6,10,23);  Sora, 
10;  Common  Gallinule,  5  (5*7,13);  American  Coot,  16  (6,7). 

Plover  s-Ter  ns?  Semipalmated  Plover,  30;  Killdeer,  194;  Black-bellied  Plover, 

5  (5*6,7);  Ruddy  Turnstone,  190  (6,7);  American  Woodcock,  11  (6,12);  Common 
Snipe,  8;  Upland  Plover,  18;  Spotted  Sandpiper,  83;  Solitary  Sandpiper,  7; 
Greater  Yellowlegs,  5  (10,18);  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  4  (9*10)?  Pectoral 
Sandpiper,  1  (5);  Least  Sandpiper,  34;  Dunlin,  60  (6,7,lo);  Semipalmated 
Sandpiper,  4  (6,13);  Sanderling,  3  (6,9);  Great  Blackjacked  Gull,  16  (5*6,7); 
Herring  Gull,  143;  Ring-billed  Gull,  1647;  Bonaparte1 s  Gull,  12  (3*7*21); 

Common  Tern,422;  Black  Tern,  127. 

Doves-Swallows :  Rock  Dove,  181;  Mourning  Dove,  212;  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo,  7; 
Black-billed  Cuckoo, 36;  Barn  Owl,  2(34);  Screech  Owl,  1  (6);  Great  Horned  Owl, 

1  (8);  Barred  Owl,  2  (5*6);  Long-eared  Owl,  1  (18);  Whip-poor-will,  1  (6); 
Common  Nighthawk,  18;  Chimney  Swift,  226;  Ruby- throated  Hummingbird,  37; 

Belted  Kingfisher,  36;  Yellow-shafted  Flicker,  198;  Pileated  Woodpecker,  3 
(6,13,21);  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  12;  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  3  (18,24,27); 
Hairy  Woodpecker,  24;  Downy  Woodpecker,  44;  Eastern  Kingbird,  263;  Great 
Crested  Flycatcher,  103;  Eastern  Phoebe,  80;  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher,  1  (6); 
Traill^  Flycatcher,  72;  Least  Flycatcher,  54;  Eastern  Wood  Pewee,  116; 

Horned  Lark  (E.  a, praticola) ,  58;  Tree  Swallow,  162;  Bank  Swallow,  966;  Rough¬ 
winged  Swallow, ""341;  Barn  Swallow,  536;  Cliff  Swallow,  12;  Purple  Martin,  678. 

Jays-S  tar  ling?  Blue  Jay,  173;  Common  Crow,  347;  Black-capped  Chickadee,  111; 
Tufted  Titmouse,  1  (27);  Whi to-breasted  Nuthatch,  28;  Red-breasted  Nuthatch, 

2  (7);  Brown  Creeper,  4  (21,23,24);  House  Wren,  171;  Winter  Wren,  1  (13); 
Carolina  Wren,  1  (9);  Long-billed  Marsh  Wren,  61;  Short-billed  Marsh  Wren,  3 
(6,10);  Catbird,  427;  Brown  Thrasher,  60;  Robin,  1718;  Wood  Thrush,  190; 
Hermit  Thrush,  3  (6,10,18);  Swainson*s  Thrush,  24;  Gray-cheeked  Thrush,  1  (20); 
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Veery ,  69;  Eastern  Bluebird,  20;  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher,  2  (6);  Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet,  3  (9*13,20);  Water  Pipit,  5  (13);  Cedar  Waxwing,  106;  Loggerhead 
Shrike,  1  (4);  Starling,  5H2. 

Vir e o s-War b ler s :  Yellow- throated  Vireo,  14;  Solitary  Vireo,  1  (6);  Red-eyed 
Vireo,  261;  Philadelphia  Vireo,  9;  Warbling  Vireo,  93;  Black-and-white 
Warbler ,  9;  Golden-winged  Warbler,  33;  Blue-winged  Warbler,  19;  Tennessee 
Warbler,  17;  Nashville  Warbler,  10;  Parula  Warbler.  1  (7);  Yellow  Warbler, 
737;  Magnolia  Warbler,  23;  Cape  May  Warbler,  1  (13);  Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler,  19;  Myrtle  Warbler,  8;  Black- throated  Green  Warbler,  23;  Cerulean 
Warbler,  6  (5,10, 18),  Blackburnian  Warbler,  21;  Chestnut  sided  Warbler,  102; 
Bay— breasted  Warbler,  10$  Blackpoll  Warbler,  26;  Ovenbird,  80;  Northern 
Water  thrush,  5;  Louisiana  Water  thrush,  4  (13,25);  Mourning  Warbler,  20; 
Yellowthroat,  603;  Yellow-breasted  Chat,  4  (2,9,23);  Hooded  Warbler,  12; 
Wilson* s  Warbler,  7;  Canada  Warbler,  23;  American  Redstart,  174. 

House  Sparrow- Fringillids :  House  Sparrow,  2625;  Bobolink,  602;  Eastern 
Meadowlark,  479;  Red-winged  Blackbird,  46OO;  Orchard  Oriole,  9;  Baltimore 
Oriole,  524.;  Common  Grackle,  2900;  Brown- headed  Cowbird,  1755;  Scarlet 
Tanager,  76;  Cardinal,  111;  Roso-breasted  Grosbeak,  71;  Indigo  Bunting,  199; 
Evening  Grosbeak,  1  (27);  Purple  Finch,  27;  American  Goldfinch,  1069;  Rufous¬ 
sided  Towhee,  121;  Savannah  Sparrow,  267;  Grasshopper  Sparrow,  20;  Henslow*s 
Sparrow,  1G;  Vesper  Sparrow,  72;  Slat&- colored  Junco,  5;  Chipping  Sparrow, 
285;  Field  Sparrow,  130;  White-crowned  Sparrow,  3  (6,9);  White- throated 
Sparrow,  53;  IdncolnIs  Sparrow,  9  (6,7,16);  Swamp  Sparrow,  112;  Song  Sparrow, 
647. 

Miscellaneous:  (BAND  TOTAL:  180  species;  about  35,800  individuals, 

Bernard  Nathan,  17  Rand  Avenue,  Buffalo,  Mew  York 


NOTES  AND  NE'JS 


AN  INVITATION 


from  the  HAMILTON  NATURALISTS  CLUB . 

to  participate  in  a  field  outing  in  the  Hamilton,  Ontario  region 

Sunday,  September  23,  1962 
Meet  10:00  A.M. 

Junction  of  Highways  #20  and  #53  at  ELfrida,  Ont. 


Correction:  A  very  bad  error  was  made  during  the  typing  of  Dr,  Axtell*s 
note  on  the  'Whit e-front ed  Goose  which  appeared  in  the  May  1962  issue  of  The 
Prothonotary.  Please  correct  your  copy:  Vol.  28,  No.  5,  page  55,  line  22  -  The 
‘sentence  beginning  "In  his  painting  A.a.flavirostris,.,,"  should  read  "In  his 
painting  A. a. frontalis..,.".-  Editor. 
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Vol.  28,  No.  6 


PROGRAM  ~  MEETINGS 

Unless  othdrwiSie  stated^  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  8:00 
P.M.  from  September  through  June  inclusive. 

Sept.  12  -  Report  of  Buckhorn  Island  Breeding  Bird  Count  by  Whitney  Mallam  . 

Report  of  B.O.S.  Grand  Island  Refuge  Breeding  Bird  Count  by  Alice 
Ulrich.  Report  of  McCarty  Hill  Field  Trip  by  Walter  Klabunde. 

Sept*  26  -  Plans  for  the  October  Bird  Count  (leader  to  be  announced).  Reports 
of  Summer  Experiences  by  various  members. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

It  is  imperative  that  those  needing  transportation  contact  the  leader 

before  the  trip  so  that  places  can  be  provided  for  them. 

Aug.  12  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds.  Contact  the  leader, 
Bernard  Nathan  (TR  6-6030),  for  details. 

Aug.  26  -  Oak  Orchard  area  for  egret  concentration  and  eclipse  plumaged 

waterfowl.  Meet  7:30  A.M.  at  University  Plaza,  Buffalo,  Leader, 
Mary  Louise  Emerson  (TT  5-0067). 

Sept.  8  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  shorebirds  and  warblers.  Joint 

trip  with  Buffalo  Audubon  Society.  Meet  7:00  A.M.  at  Busti  Avenue 
entrance  to  Peace  Bridge,  Buffalo.  Leader,  Edward  L,  Seeber 
(TT  5-2058). 


**************  ******* 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler,  Mr.  Joseph  Thill,  223  North  Park  Avenue,  Buffalo  16,  N.Y. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  Mrs.  Edward  Cummiskey,  1759  Her  tel  Avenue,  Buffalo 

16,  New  York 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter 

Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  New  York 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  New  York, 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc, 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


Weather  during  June  was  mostly-  pleasant,  with  temperature  normal  and 
rainfall  one-quarter  inch  above  the  average.  Fruits  were  one  to  two  weeks 
earlier  than  last  year,  presumably  as  a  result  of  the  exceptionally  warm  spring. 

Green-winged  Teal,  rare  during  the  nesting  season  in  our  area  until  last 
year,  were  reported  from  several  localities  again  this  June.  The  number  of 
Bonaparte's  Gulls  and  Black  Terns  in  the  Peace  Bridge  area  and  the  eastern 
portion  of  Lake  Erie  was  unusually  high  for  June.  Among  the  species  whose 
populations  were  reduced  in  1958  to  a  small  fraction  of  their  previous  numbers, 
the  Robin,  Eastern  Phoebe,  and  House  Wren  not  only  showed  a  noticeable  increase 
this  spring  over  the  spring  of  1961,  but  also  enjoyed  a  successful  nesting 
season  this  year.  They  have  by  no  means  approached  the  population  level  of  1957 
and  before,  however.  The  Eastern  Bluebird,  Hermit  Thrush,  and  many  others  seem 
to  be  recovering  more  slowly.  The  most  unusual  find  of  the  month  was  a  nest  in 
Allegany  State  Park  in  wliich  a  Myrtle  Warbler  and  a  Pine  Warbler  were  feeding 
what  appeared  to  be  two  young  Cowbirds.  -  Harold  H.  Axfcell,  Buffalo  Museum  of 
Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961),  has  been  received  and  placed  in 
the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Loon  June 

13 

2  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche 

ii 

13 

1  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Rose he 

it 

17 

1  Attica  Reservoir 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

19 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

it 

25L 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Scnaffner 
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Horned  Grebe 

June 

5 

1  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Schaf flier,  Filor 

Common  I£ret 

n 

27L 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Able 

n 

17 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Rosche,  Able 

Least  Bittern 

ti 

1 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

it 

10 

6  Allanburg,  Ont. 

Dorst 

ti 

17 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

19 

1  Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

tl 

2S 

1  Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Dorst 

Canada  Goose 

II 

3 

3  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Abies 

Gadwall 

June 

19 

1  Wainfleet  Marsh,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Pintail 

June 

27 

1  Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Able 

Green-w.  Teal 

it 

3 

3  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Able 

ti 

10 

2  Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Haultain 

ti 

17 

5  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

19 

3  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

ti 

19 

1  Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

n 

21 

2  Sugar loaf  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

it 

27 

1  Allanburg,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

American  Widgeon 

n 

16 

1  Langford 

Bourne 

Wood  Duck 

it 

19 

45  North  Cuba  Marsh 

Rosche 

Redhead 

June 

5 

1  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Lesser  Scaup 

June 

5 

7  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Filor 

ii 

13.15 

S  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Rosche 

ii 

21 

3  Sugarloaf  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

ti 

27,30L 

2  Sugarloaf  Point,  Ont. 

Able  et  al 

Whit e-w .  Scoter 

June 

17 

1  Shadigee 

Rosche 

Hooded  Merganser 

June 

17 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Able,  Rosche 

Common  Merganser 

it 

5 

1  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Filor 

n 

5,27  15 

,16  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner  et  al 

it 

10-30 

5  Thorold,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

it 

25 

2  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Red-br.  Merganser 

ti 

5 

2  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Filor 

n 

27 

3  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Able 

Broad-w.  Hawk 

ii 

3 

1  Zoar  Valley 

Rosche 

it 

3 

2  Catt.  Indian  Reservation 

Rosche 

ti 

10 

1  Allegany  State  Park 

Able,  Rosche  et  al 

it 

19 

1  Bird  Rd.,  Moulton 
Township,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

it 

22 

1  Catt.  Indian  Reservation 

Schaffner 

Bald  Eagle 

"  27 

(adult) 

1  over  Busti 

Pillsbury 

Turkey 

June 

2 

1  Allegany  State  Park 

Rosche 

it 

10 

6-7  Allegany  State  Park 

Rosche,  Able 

Semi palm.  Plover 

ii 

5L 

16  Yacht  Harbor  to 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Filor 

Black-b.  Plover 

ii 

5 

5  Point  Abino  to  Morgan* s 
Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Filor 

June 

13  L 

1  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

June 

5 

226  Yacht  Harbor  to  Grant 
Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Filor 

it 

21L 

1  Sugarloaf  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Ls.  Yellowlegs 

ti 

19 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

June 

27 

3  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Schaffner 

Knot 

June 

5L 

1  Castaday  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Filor 

it 

5L 

10  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Filor 
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Vol.  28,  No.  7  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con't) 


W.-r.  Sandpiper 

June 

5 

6  Castaday  Point  to 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Filor 

ti 

15L 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Rose he 

Least  Sandpiper 

n 

5L 

1  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Filor 

ti 

30F 

2  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Meeks 

Semi.  Sandpiper 

it 

5 

44S  Yacht  Harbor  to  Grant 
Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Filor 

June 

19 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Sanderling 

June 

5L 

6  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Filor 

Gr .  Black-o .  Gull 

u 

5 

37  Yacht  Harbor  to  Graht 
Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Filor 

it 

13 

30  Yacht  Harbor  to  Morgan’s 
Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

it 

19 

8  Point  Abino  to  Rockhouse 
Point,  Ont, 

Schaffner 

it 

27 

14  Morgan’s  Point  to  Grant 
Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Schaffner 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

it 

5 

2  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Filor 

it 

13 

2  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Rosche 

ti 

19 

2  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

ii 

25 

13  near  Virgil,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

ii 

27 

14  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Able 

n 

30 

6  Fort  Erie  to  Morgan’s 
Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Meeks 

Caspian  Tern 

ti 

21 

2  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Black  Tern 

ii 

27 

300  Fort  Erie  to  Grant 

Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Schaffner 

Whip-poo  r-will 

ii 

IS 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Pileated  Woodpecker" 

26 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Schaffner 

Red-h.  Woodpecker 

ti 

17 

1  Buckhom  Is.  State  Park 

Heilborn 

it 

30 

1  Ridgeway,  Ont. 

Able,  Meeks 

Y.-b.  Flycatcher 

ii 

2L 

1  Catt.  Indian  Reservation 

Able 

Acadian  Flycatcher  " 

5 

1  Abino  Hills,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Filor 

it 

16 

1  Versailles 

Able 

O.-s.  Flycatcher 

ii 

2L 

1  Taylor  Hollow 

Able 

Tufted  Titmouse 

ti 

29 

1  Wanakah 

Able 

Carolina  Wren 

it 

2 

1  Catt.  Indian  Reservation 

Able 

S.-b,  Harsh  Wren 

ii 

3,17 

1  Wolcottsville 

Able  et  al 

Mockingbird 

it 

13 

1  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

ii 

4 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

ii 

17 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

"Brewster’s  Warbler" 

3,6 

1  Catt.  Indian  Reservation 

Rosche 

ti 

16 

1  Catt.  Indian  Reservation 

Able 

Nashville  Warbler 

it 

1,2 

1,2  Allegany  State  Park 

Rosche 

Parula  Warbler 

ii 

1L 

1  Allegany  State  Park 

Rosche 

Magnolia  Warbler 

it 

19 

1  Bird  Road,  Moulton 
Township,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

it 

22 

1  Catt.  Indian  Reservation 

Schaffner 

Myrtle  Warbler 

June 

3 

1  Allegany  State  Park 

Axtells,  Rote  et 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

ii 

3L 

1  McCarty  Hill 

Rosche 

Pine  Warbler 

ii 

3 

1  Allegany  State  Park 

Axtells  et  al 

No.  Waterthrush 

ti 

19 

1  Point  Abino,  Ont, 

Schaffner 

Yellow-br.  Chat 

ii 

3 

2  near  St .Catharines,  Ont, 

Dorst  et  al 

it 

3 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Able 

it 

26 

1  Ton.  Indian  Reservation 

Schaffner 

'(72) 
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Vol.  2S,  No.  7  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con*t) 


Canada  Warbler  June  19  1  Bird  Road,  Moulton  Schaffner 

Township,  Ont. 

Orchard  Oriole  n  21  1  Hamburg  Bourne 

Wh.-thr*.  Sparrow  '»  2L  1  Versailles  Able 

Lincoln* s  Sparrow  June  21  1  Wainfleet  Marsh,  Ont.  Rosche 


Species,  Subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded:  258 
Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  0 
Total  for  1962:  258 


Erratum  to  1962  Records: 

Vol.  28,  No.  5,  p.  53  -  Evening  Grosbeak,  Apr.  30,  11,  Point  Gratiot,  Schaffner 
should  read  Evening  Grosbeak,  Apr.  30,  11,  Wright  Park,  Dunkirk,  Schaffner 


Erratum  to  1961  Records: 

Vol.  27,  No.  9,  p.  94  -  ^Common  Teal.  Apr.  5,  1*  Oak  Orchard,  Robert  Dawson 
should  read  ^Common  Teal.  Apr.  5*  1,  Oak  Orchard,  Robert  Dobson 


STATISTICIANS*  NOTES 


1,  Beginning  with  the  June  1962  issue,  the  Compiler  and  Statisticians 
are  attempting  to  use  the  term  "Oak  Orchard  GMA"  (Oak  Orchard  Game 
Management  Area)  in  the  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS  SECTION  when  refering  to 
observations  reported  from  that  part  of  the  Oak  Orchard  region  owned 
by  New  York  State. 
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Vol.  28,  No.  7 


1962  NESTING  RECORDS 


Abbreviations  Used: 


br  -  brood 

dYO  -  downy  young  out  of  nest 
(h)  -  nest  in  bird  house 
N  -  nest  (contents  unknown) 


NE  -  nest  with  eggs 
N4E  -  4  eggs  in  nest 
N4Y  -  4  young  in  nest 
YO  -  young  out  of  nest 


PiecUb.  Grebe 

i) 

June 

19 

2Y0 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Gt.  Blue  Heron 

i) 

Apr. 

8 

9N 

Edgewater  Woods,  Grand 

Ulrichs  et  al 

Island 

2) 

(adults  incubating) 

May 

20 

48N 

near  Towns  Corners, 

Schober 

3) 

Town  of  Arkwright, 
Chautauqua  County 

June 

9 

7N 

Coes  Rd. ,  Town  of 

Buck,  Bates  et  , 

Stockton,  Chaut.  Co. 

4) 

(all  nests  contained  three-fourths  grown  young) 

June 

19 

21*14  Y,  1N3Y, 

Chambers  Corners,  Ont. 
5N2Y 

Schaffner 

(40-50  nests  occupied  in  what  was  a 
pair  colony  in  1961) 

90-100 

Least  Bittern 

1) 

June 

10 

N5E 

Allariburg,  Ont. 

Dorst 

2) 

June 

10 

N5E 

Allanburg,  Ont. 

Dorst 

3) 

June 

10 

N4E 

Allanburg,  Ont. 

Dorst 

Canada  Goose 

i) 

May 

20 

br  6  dYO 

Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Able,  Rosche 

2) 

May 

20 

br  7dY0 

Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Able,  Rosche 

Mallard 

1) 

Apr. 

21 

NUB 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Mitchell  et  al 

2) 

May 

15 

br  9dY0 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

3) 

May 

15 

br  3  dYO 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

4) 

May 

16 

br  5dY0 

Delaware  Park,  Buffalo 

Rosche 

5) 

May 

17 

5Y0 

Delaware  Park,  Buffalo 

Able 

6) 

May 

27 

NiiE 

Stony  Brook  Glen 

Rosche 

7) 

June 

1 

br  8dY0 

Eden 

Bourne 

8) 

June 

5 

5Y0 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Schaffner  et  al 

9) 

June 

17 

br  lOdYO 

Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Rosche,  Able 

10) 

June 

19 

4Y0 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

11) 

June 

27 

8Y0 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Able, Schaffner 

12) 

June 

27 

8Y0 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Able, Schaffner 

13) 

June 

27 

7Y0 

Mud  Lake,  Ont, 

Able, Schaffner 

Blue-w.  Teal 

i) 

June 

17 

br  lOdYO 

Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Rosche,  Able 

2) 

June 

17 

br  6dY0 

Oak  Orchard 

Rosche,  Able 

3) 

July 

15 

br  9Y0 

Wethersfield  Springs 

Rosche 

Wood  Duck 

1) 

June 

9 

br  !4dY0 

near  Ellery  Center 

Rosche  et  al 

2) 

June 

17 

br  9dY0 

Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Able,  Rosche 

Hooded  Merganser 

i) 

June 

9 

br  4dY0 

Beau jean  Rd. ,  Mayville 

Pillsbury  et  al 

(74) 
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Vol.  28,  No.  7  -  1962  Nesting  Records  (con*t) 
Turkey  Vulture 


l)  July 
1-15 


N2Y 


Eaton  et  al 


Red- tailed  Hawk  1)  June  10 


RecUsh.  Hawk 


June  14 
l)  Apr.  14 


Town  of  Humphrey, 

Cattaraugus  County 

(nest  in  cave  formed  by  conglomerate  outcropping 
in  deciduous  woodland;  young  about  size  of 
Rhode  Island  Red  rooster  on  July  15  -  downy 
white,  wing  shafts  evident) 

N3Y  Chestnut  Ridge  Park  Freitag 

(nest  app.  50  feet  above  ground  in  oak  tree; 
downy  young  about  pigeo n- sized;  primaries  and 
secondaries  well  developed;  birds  dark  in  color) 
nest  empty 


N 


Sinking  Ponds,  East 
Aurora 

(adult  incubating:  nest  app.  55  feet  above 
ground  in  Red  Oak) 


Rosche  et  al 


Sparrow  Hawk 

1) 

June 

July 

19 

15 

N5Y  (h)  West  Clarksville 
nest  empty j  adults  and  young  in 

von  Arnims  et  j 
area  n  ”  n 

2) 

June 

27 

2Y0 

near  Rockhouse  Point, 

Ont.  Able ,  S  chaff  ner 

3) 

July 

2 

7Y0 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Able,  Meeks 

Sora 

1) 

May 

27 

Thor  old,  Ont. 

N3E,  1  dead  young,  shells  of  two 
eggs  -  nest  deserted 

Dorst,  Hawes 
additional 

Common  Gallinule 

1) 

June 

9 

NUB 

Allanburg,  Ont. 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Dorst 

2) 

June 

19 

5Y0 

S chaff ner 

3) 

June 

19 

4Y0 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

S  chaff  ner 

4) 

June 

27 

8Y0 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Able, Schaff ner 

American  Coot 

D 

June 

19 

5Y0 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

S chaff ner 

2) 

June 

19 

4Y0 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Schaff ner 

3) 

June 

21 

6dY0 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Rosche 

4) 

June 

27 

2Y0 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Able , S  chaff ner 

5) 

June 

27 

2Y0 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Able , S chaff ner 

6) 

June 

27 

12Y0 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Ab  le ,  S  chaff  ner 

7) 

June 

27 

8Y0 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Able, Schaff ner 

8) 

June 

27 

7Y0 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Able, Schaff ner 

Killdeer 

1) 

May 

6 

N4E 

Rathfon  Point,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

2) 

June 

11 

2Y0 

Woodlawn 

Able 

3) 

July 

4 

N4.E 

Busti 

Pillsbury 

American  Woodcock 

1) 

Apr. 

8 

N4E 

near  Lyndonville 

Mitchell  et  al 

2) 

May 

20 

4Y0 

Sectional  Division  #6 

Nathan  et  al 

3) 

May 

29 

N4E 

Nye  and  Matthew  Roads, 
Bertie  Township,  Ont. 

Schaff ner 

Ring-billed  Gull 

X) 

June 

25 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont.  S chaff ner 

(2  broods  of  2  young  on  old  barge  above 

Horseshoe  Falls;  young  two- thirds  adult  size) 

(75) 
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Vol.  28,  No.  7  -  1962  Nesting  Records  (con’t) 

Common  Tern  1)  Colony  at  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park  on  Schaffner 

rock  diversion  dike  off  NW  corner  of  Park 
June  18  750  pair  (minimum) 

2)  Colony  at  Dufferin  Islands,  Niagara  Falls,  Schaffner 
Ont.  on  vacated  coffer  dam  north  of  diversion 
canal  leading  into  Islands 
June  25  5 2  scrapes  occupied 


5  broods  of  2  young  about  half  adult  size 
7  broods  of  1  young  about  half  adult  size 


3) 

Colony  on  Half  Moon  Island,  Niagara  Falls, 

Schaffner 

Ont, 

i 

June 

25 

31  scrapes  occupied 

7Y0  including  one  in  immature  plumage 

July 

2 

19  scrapes  occupied 

Able 

15Y0 

Able 

Black  Tern 

1) 

June 

9 

N3K 

Allanburg,  Ont. 

Dorst 

Mourning  Dove 

1) 

May 

20 

N2E 

Mohawk  Point,  Ont, 

Mitchell  et  al 

2) 

May 

20 

N2Y 

Mohawk  Point,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

3) 

May 

28 

N2Y 

Morgan* s  Point,  Ont, 

Rosche  et  al 

Barn  Owl 

1) 

May 

20 

N4E 

Hamburg 

Bacons  et  al 

Gt.  Horned  Owl 

1) 

Mar, 

25-  Nil 

Nye  Road,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

2) 

May 

Mar, 

1 

28 

N 

Black  Greek  Rd. ,  Willough- 

Schaffner 

3) 

by  Township,  Ont. 

Apr. 

8 

1Y0 

Sectional  Division  #4 

Lehrer 

4) 

Apr, 

22 

N2Y 

Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

Letchworths 

May 

4 

nest  empty 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

1) 

June 

3 

N4Y 

Allanburg,  Ont. 

Dorst 

(nest  about  7  feet  above  ground  in  birch  tree) 

Eastern  Kingbird 

1) 

June 

9 

N32 

Strunk  Rd. ,  Town  of 

Pillsbury  et  al 

Ellicott. ,  Chaut.  Co. 

2) 

June 

26 

N4Y 

near  Batts  Bridge 

Schaffner 

Eastern  Phoebe 

1) 

May 

20 

N5E 

Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Rosche,  Able 

2) 

May 

27 

N5E 

Derby 

Brockner 

May 

30 

N5Y 

Derby 

Brockner 

3) 

June 

15 

young  ready  to  leave  nest 

May 

30 

N2  plus  Y 

Kaysor  Rd. ,  Leon 

Schaffner  et  al 

Traill^  Flycatch. 

1) 

June 

26 

N4E 

West  Alabama 

Schaffner 

(nest  about  5  feet,  3  inches  above  ground  in 

dogwood; 

adults  singing  nfitz~bewn  song) 

Horned  Lark 

1) 

Apr. 

16 

1Y0 

Iyndonville 

Mitchell  et  al 

(E.  a.  praticola) 

(not  yet  able  to  fly) 

Tree  Swallow 

1) 

May 

26 

N6E 

Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Mitchell  et  al 

2) 

June 

19 

N5Y  (hj 

West  Clarksville 

von  Arnim  et  al 

3) 

June 

19 

N5Y  (h) 

West  Clarksville 

von  Arnim  et  al 

(76) 
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Tree  Swallow 

4) 

June 

19 

N3Y1E  (h) 

West  Clarksville 

von  Arnjm  et  f 

Barn  Swallow 

1) 

May 

26 

N5E 

Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Mitchell  et  a3 

2) 

June 

9 

N5E 

near  Ellery  Center 

Rosche  et  al 

House  Wren 

1) 

May 

26 

N7E 

Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Mitchell  et  a3 

2) 

June 

15 

N4E  (h) 

Wanakah 

Abies 

June 

24 

4Y0  left  house  this  date;  fully  grown; 

able  to  gly  well 

Brown  Thrasher 

1) 

June 

2 

N4Y 

Derby 

Brockner 

2) 

June 

9 

N5E 

St,  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

Robin 

1) 

Linden  Ave.,  Buffalo 

Praemassings 

Apr, 

13 

nest  building  began 

Apr. 

22 

N1E 

Apr. 

24 

N4E 

May 

7 

N3Y 

May 

20 

1Y0  left  nest 

May 

21 

2Y0  left  nest 

2) 

Apr. 

15 

N2E 

Iyndonville 

Smiths 

3) 

May 

7 

N4Y 

Busti 

Pillsbury 

4) 

May 

13 

N3Y 

Springbrook 

Danner 

Hermit  Thrush 

1) 

May 

30 

N2Y 

Allegany  State  Park 

Schaffner  et  a 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1) 

May  16- 

N3E  (h) 

Rockway,  Ont. 

Dorst  et  al 

20 

2) 

June 

9 

3Y0 

near  Ellery  Center 

Rosche  et  al 

3) 

June 

10 

3Y0 

Hamburg 

Webbs 

4) 

June 

19 

N4E  (h) 

West  Clarksville 

von  Arnim  et  a 

5) 

June 

23 

3Y0 

Langford 

Webbs 

Solitary  Vireo 

1) 

June 

10 

N2Y 

Allegany  State  Park 

Rosche,  Able 

• 

(nest  25  feet  above  ground  in  hemlock 

sapling) 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

1) 

June 

10 

N5E 

Allegany  State  Park 

Able,  Rosche 

Yellow  Warbler 

1) 

May 

19 

Abino  Hills,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

(nest  being  built  in  Yew  on  hillside  about 

14-  feet  above  ground.) 

May 

26 

nest  abandoned  ;  contained  one  cowbird  egg, 

no  warbler 

eggs 

2) 

June 

3 

N3E 

St,  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

3) 

June 

3 

N3E' 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

4) 

June 

3 

N4E 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

5) 

June 

3 

N4E 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

La.  Water  thrush 

1) 

June 

17 

2-3Y0 

Stony  Brook  Glen 

Rosche,  Able 

2) 

June 

22 

Y0 

Catt.  Indian  Reservation 

Schaffner 

Yellow-br.  Chat 

1) 

June 

3 

N5E 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

June 

9 

N4E1Y 

(nest  about  2§-  feet  above  ground;  in 

shrubby 

pasture) 
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Vol.  28,  No.  7  -  1962  Nesting  Records  (con*t) 


Hooded  Warbler 

Red-u.  Blackbird 

Orchard  Oriole 

Common  Grackle 
Brown-h,  Cowbird 

Cardinal 
Indigo  Bunting 

Chipping  Sparrow 

Field  Sparrow 

Song  Sparrow 


1) 

July 

6 

N4I 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Freitag 

(nest  6  inches  above  ground  in  foot  tall 

weeds) 

1) 

May- 

15 

N4E 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

2) 

May 

20 

N2B 

Town  of  Ear t land 

Rosche 

1) 

May 

28 

Morgan* s  Point,  Ont. 

Browns  te  in  e-i 

(nest  being  built;  about  20  feet  above 

ground  in  Sugar  Maple  sapling) 

May 

30 

NIB 

Rosche  et  al 

July 

1 

1Y0 

Able  et  al 

1) 

May 

20 

N^E 

Mohawk  Point,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  l 

2) 

May- 

20 

N4Y 

Mohawk  Point,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  r 

1) 

May 

26 

IE 

Abino  Hills,  Ont. 

Rosche 

(in  Yellow 

Warbler  nest) 

2) 

July 

19 

1Y0 

Wanakah 

Able 

(being  fed 

by  female  Yellow  Warbler) 

1) 

May 

13 

N3E 

Niagara  Falls 

Heilborn 

2) 

July 

2 

2Y0 

Buffalo 

Praemas sings 

1) 

June 

2 

Allegany  State  Park 

Wendlings  et 

(nest  being  built) 

June 

10 

N4E 

Rosche  et  al 

1) 

May 

9 

Springbrook 

Danner 

(nest  being  built  app.  5  feet  above  ground 

in  cedar  tree) 

May 

20 

N4E 

May 

31 

N4Y 

June 

9 

young  leftnest 

1) 

May 

19 

N3E 

Morgan* s  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

2) 

June 

3 

N4E 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

3) 

June 

9 

N3Y 

near  Ellery  Center 

Pillsbury  et 

4 

June 

9 

N4E 

near  Ellery  Center 

Pillsbury  et 

5) 

June 

21 

N5E 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Freitag 

1) 

May 

17 

N5E 

near  Cassadaga  (Ball*s 

S chaff ner  et 

Gulf) 

2) 

May 

26 

N4Y 

Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Mitchell  et  c 

3) 

June 

10 

N4E 

Allegany  State  Park 

Rosche 

(to  be  continued) 
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Vol.  28,  No,  7 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  othervd.se  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  8:00 
P.M,  from  September  through  June  inclusive. 

Sept.  12  -  Report  of  Buckhom  Island  Breeding  Bird  Count  by  Whitney  Mallam. 

Report  of  B.O.S.  Grand  Island  Refuge  Breeding  Bird  Count  by  Alice 
Ulrich.  Report  of  McCarty  Hill  Field  Trip  by  Walter  Klabunde. 

Sept.  26  -  Plans  for  the  October  Bird  Count  (leader  to  be  announced).  Reports 
of  Summer  Experiences  by  various  members. 


PROGRAM  *  FIELD  TRIPS 


It  is  imperative  that  those  needing  transportation  contact  the  leader 

before  the  trip  so  that  places  can  be  provided  for  them, 

Aug.  26  -  Oak  Orchard  area  for  egret  concentration  and  eclipse  plumaged 

waterfowl.  Meet  7:30  A.M.  at  University  Plaza,  Buffalo.  Leader, 
Mary  Louise  Bnerson  (TT  5-0067). 

Sept.  8  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  sho rebirds  and  warblers.  Joint 

trip  with  Buffalo  Audubon  Society.  Meet  7:00  A.M.  at  Busti  Avenue 
entrance  to  Peace  Bridge,  Buffalo,  Leader,  Edward  L.  Seeber 
(TT  5-2053) , 

Sept.  23  -  Hamilton,  Ontario  area  as  quests  of  the  Hamilton  Naturalists  Club. 

Meet  10:00  A.M.  at  Junction  of  Highways  #20  and  #53  at  Elfrida, 
Ontario . 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler,  Mr.  Joseph  Thill,  223  North  Park  Avenue,  Buffalo  16,  N.Y. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  Mrs.  Edward  Cummiskey,  1759  Hertel  Avenue,  Buffalo 

16,  New  York 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter 

Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  New  York 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  43  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

July  was  cool  and  dry.  It  was  especially  characterized  by  cool  nights, 
on  23 'of  which  the  temperature  was  less  than  60  degrees.  The  average  temperature 
was  1,6  degrees  below  normal.  Rainfall,  at  1.39  inches,  was  .68  inches  below 
normal  ab  the  Buffalo  Weather  Bureau  Station.  Midsummer  precipitation,  usually 
occurring  in  the  form  of  showers,  is  seldom  distributed  evenly,  and  many  areas 
became  seriously  parched  from  lack  of  rain. 

Shorebirds  traditionally  make  up  the  largest  part  of  the  July  Noteworthy 
Records.  This  July  the  numbers  of  shorebirds  were  slightly  fewer  than  during  the 
past  few  3rears,  and  an  abrupt  decrease  was  noted  after  the  beginning  of  the  program 
of  spraying  which  causes  the  decaying  algae  to  dissolve,  thereby  destroying  the 
algae,  its  objectionable  odor,  and  the  associated  invertebrate  animal  life  which 
constitutes  a  very  attractive  food  supply  for  shorebirds.  The  Ruff  was  the  most 
unusual  bird  of  the  month.  -  Harold  H,  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo, 
New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


-  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  19ol),  has  been  received  and  placed  in 
the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


D.-cr.  Cormorant  July  21P 
B.-cr. Night  Heron  "  8 
Least  Bittern  "  21 
Gadwall  J  uly  14- 
Pintail  July  19 

"  21 
"  22 


1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

1  Water  Valley 
4  Mud  Lake ,  Ont . 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont 
4  Crescent  Beach,  Cut. 

4  Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

5  Rose*s  Point,  Ont. 


Rose he.  Able,  Dorst 
Mitchell  et  al 
Able,  Rose he 
Rosche 
Able 

Able,  Rosche 
Schaffner,  Clark 
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Pintail 

duly 

24 

4  Point  Abino ,  Ont, 

Able,  Axtell,  Browning 

ii 

24 

4  Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Able,  Axtell,  Browning 

ii 

28 

1  Sugarloaf  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Green-w,  Teal 

it 

15 

1  Erie  Peach,  Ont. 

Able 

M 

21 

3  Mud  Lake,  ait. 

Able,  Rosche 

11 

22 

2  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

II 

23 

5  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Common  Goldeneye 

II 

22 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont, 

Mitchell  et  al 

II 

23 

2  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

II 

23 

1  Evans  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Hooded  Merganser 

II 

13 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Broad-Cringed  Havrk 

It 

3 

1  Allenberg  Bog,  Napoli 

Mitchell  et  al 

Semipalm,  Plover 

July 

14F 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

July 

21 

3  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

24 

4  Fort  Erie  to  Rockhouse 
Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Axtell,  Browning 

ii 

23 

17  Fort  Erie  to  Evans 

Point ,  Ont . 

Rosche 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

July 

19  F 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Able 

July 

21 

3  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Upland  Plover 

n 

7 

12  Lancaster 

Webster 

ii 

23 

10  Karilla 

Rosche,  Reuthers 

Solitary  Sandpiper  " 

23 

1  Manilla 

Rosche,  Reuthers 

Gr.  Yellowlegs 

J  uly . 

3F 

1  Tifft  Street,  Buffalo 

Able 

July 

15 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Able 

it 

24 

3  Tifft  Street,  Buffalo 

Able,  Schaffner 

it 

28 

15  Fort  Erie  to  Evans 
Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Ls.  Yellowlegs 

a 

4 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Able 

ii 

21 

120  Fort  Erie  to  Rockhouse 
Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

24 

150  Tifft  Street,  Buffalo 

Able,  Schaffner 

Knot 

July 

28F 

1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Pectoral 

July 

14F 

2  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Sandpiper 

ii 

14F 

2  Long  Beach,  Ont. 

Rosche 

ii 

15 

1  Erie  Beach,  Cnt. 

Able 

ii 

21 

20  Fort  Erie  to  Rockhouse 
Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

rt 

24 

4  Tifft  Street,  Buffalo 

Able,  Schaffner 

*Eaird *  s 

July 

19 

1  Crystal  Beach,  Ont. 

Able 

Sandpiper 

July 

'21 

'1  Crystal  Beach,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Least  Sandpiper 

!>  2F,16 

3,5  Langford 

Bourne 

ii 

8 

5  Tifft  Street,  Buffalo 

Able 

ii 

15 

30  Fort  Erie  to  Rockhouse 
Point,  Ont. 

Able 

ii 

21 

135  Fort  Erie  to  Rockhouse 
Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

S.-b,  Dowitcher 

ii 

14F 

5  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont, 

Rosche 

it 

14F 

5  Sugarloaf  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

ti 

15 

11  Fort  Erie  to  Rockhouse 
Point ,  Ont . 

Able 

it 

21 

22  Fort  Erie  to  Rockhouse 
Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

*Stilt  Sandpiper 

ti 

14 

3  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rosche 

ii 

15 

8  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Able 
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Stilt  Sandpiper  July  21 

13  Fort  Erie  to  Rockhouse 

Able,  Rosche 

Point ,  Ont . 

11 

24 

5  Camelot  Beach,  Ont. 

Able,  /net ell. 

Browning 

It 

28 

9  Sugarloaf  and  Morgan* s 

Rosche 

Points,  Ont. 

Semipalmated  ” 

10  F 

1  Langford 

Bourne 

Sandpiper  ” 

15 

75  Fort  Erie  to  Rockhouse 

Able 

Point,  Ont. 

it 

21 

250  Fort  Erie  to  Rockhouse 

Able,  Rosche 

Point,  Ont. 

I! 

24 

410  Fort  Erie  to  Rockhouse 

Able,  Axtell, 

Browning 

Point ,  Ont . 

Western  ” 

21 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Sandpiper  ” 

21 

1  Long  Beach,  Ont . 

Able,  Rosche 

ti 

24 

2  Long  Beach,  Ont. 

Able,  Axtell, 

Browning 

--Ruff  H 

21 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

Sanderling  ” 

15  F 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Able 

it 

19 

4  Fort  Erie  to  Sugarloaf 

Able 

Point,  Ont. 

it 

21 

28  Fort  Erie  to  Rockhouse 

Able,  Rosche 

Point,  Ont. 

Caspian  Tern  ” 

18 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

ti 

28 

1  Evans  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

tt 

28 

2  Stromness,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Long-eared  Owl  ” 

15 

1  near  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Able 

it 

28 

1  near  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Red-h.  Woodpecker  " 

10 

1  Wanakah 

Able 

it 

25 

1  Darien 

Brockners 

ti 

28 

5  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

Carolina  Wren  ” 

16 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

S.-b.  Marsh  Wren  ” 

1 

6  Morton* s  Corners 

Brockner 

u 

16 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

Eastern  Bluebird  ” 

1 

1  Allenberg  Bog,  Napoli 

Able 

it 

8 

1  Allenberg  Bog,  Napoli 

Mitchell  et  al 

it 

15 

4  West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  Ehton 

et  al 

it 

'16 

1  Freedom 

Brockners 

Loggerhead  Shrike  " 

6,23 

1  Derby 

Brockners 

ii 

28 

2  Derby 

Brockners 

W.  Meadowlark  ” 

23 

1  Marilla 

Rosche,  Reuthers 

Orchard  Oriole  ” 

19 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids 

i  previously  recorded: 

258 

Additional  species,  subspecies 

and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  4 

Total  for  1962: 

262 

STATISTIC  LUIS '  NOTES 

1.  The  latest  edition  of  our  field  checklist  requires  that  written  reports 
be  submitted  for  all  observations  of  King  Eiders.  However,  this  is  an 
error.  Please  follow  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario”  (B.O.S.,  1961),  page  8. 


(82) 
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FIELD  IDENTIFICATION  -  CONFUSING  SPECIES 

The  Dowitchers 


(Editors  Note:  Recently  several  B.O.S.  members  have  expressed  interest 
in  having  some  discussion  articles  in  The  Prothonotary  on  various  field 
characters  of  confusing  species.  Since  both  the  Short-billed  and  Long-billed 
Dowitcher  occur  in  the  B.O.S.  Study  Area,  the  following  three  articles  seem 
appropriate  to  reprint  at  this  time  of  the  year  (reprinted  with  permission  from 
the  March  1961,  January  and  February  1962  issues  of  The  Linnaean  News-Letter,  Mr. 
Enanuel  Levine, '  Editor,  The  Linnaean  Society  of  New  York,  American  Museum  of 
Natural  History,  New  York  24,  N.Y,),  We  hope  that  similiar  articles  will 
appear  in  future  issues  of  The  Prothonotary.  We  encourage  some  of  our  own  B.O.S. 
members  to  put  some  of  their  thoughts,  ideas  and  excellent  field  knowledge  on 
paper.) 


On  Field  Identification  of  the  Long-billed  Dowitcher 

by  Eugene  ELsenmann 

The  recent  review  in  the  NW3-LETTER  of  the  I960  migration  in  the  New  York 
City  region  was  a  useful  compendium.  It  was  surprising  to  note  records  of  Long¬ 
billed  Dowitcher  without  explanation  or  comment.  While  this  form  undoubtedly 
occurs  in  our  region,  it  is  so  difficult  to  distinguish  in  the  field  in  autumn 
dress,  and  there  has  been  so  much  controversy  as  to  its  status  and  characters, 
that  any  sight  identification  offered  as  a  "record"  should  be  accompanied  by  a 
statement  of  the  characters  on  which  it  was  diagnosed.  The  latest  reviewer  of 
the  dowitchers,  Frank  Pitelka,  found  that  many  museum  specimens  identified  as 
Long-billed  Dowitchers,  Limnodromus  scolopaceus,  were  actually  long-billed 
individuals  of  the  common  ’'Short-billed"  Dowitcher,  Limnodromus  griseus ,  belonging 
to  two  subspecies  that  the  A.O.U.  Check-list  had  not  then  recognized,  the  interior 
race  hendersoni  and  the  Alaskan  caurinus . 

Those  who  feel  confident  of  their  sight  identifications  of  scolopaceus  in 
autumn  could  do  a  service  to  students  by  providing  us  with  a  key  for  their  field 
discrimination.  Of  course,  such  a  key  should  only  be  prepared  after  a  careful 
check  of  Pitelka1 s  review  (Univ.  Calif.  Publ.  Zool.,  50,  1950),  accompanied  by 
study  of  a  series  of  adults  and  immatures,  representing  authentic  specimens  of 
the  four  recognized  forms,  sufficient  to  afford  an  idea  of  the  range  of  variation. 

Many  field  observers,  when  they  see  a  dowitcher  with  what  they  regard  as 
an  exceptionally  long  bill,  are  satisfied  that  it  is  scolopaceus  if  they  hear  it 
utter  a  single  keek.  Peterson  in  his  Field  Guide,  cautiously  mentions  that  this 
note  had  been  "ascribed"  to  scolopaceus.  I  believe  that  the  late  Charles  Urner 
expressed  this  view.  Another  avid  student  of  shore-bird  voices,  the  late  J.T. 
Nichols,  was  uncertain  as  to  their  being  a  difference  between  the  calls  of 
scolopaceus  and  griseus  (Auk,  38:523-524,  1920).  Both  of  these  men  were 
omit hologic ally  active  at  a  time  before  hendersoni  (which  unquestionably  occurs 
in  our  area  in  autumn)  and  caurinus  were  recognized.  So  far  as  I  am  aware, 
nobody  has  demonstrated  by  collecting  an  adequate  series  of  calling  dowitchers 
that  it  is  scolopaceus  and  only  scolopaceus  that  utters  the  single  keek.  Quite 
possibly  scolopaceus  may  have  calls  that  are  recognizably  different  from  nominate 
griseus.  but  for  all  we  know  that  may  also  be  true  of  hendersoni.  The  point  is 
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we  don*t  know.  Until  we  do,  it  is  hardly  scientific  to  rely  on  voice  for 
identification. 

Nobody  excelled  the  late  Ludlow  Griscom  in  field  identification  of  North 
American  birds.  Recently  I  examined  and  measured  a  dowitcher,  that  he  collected 
at  Aguadulce,  Panama,  and  which  he  recorded  in  print  as  scolopaceus.  On  the 
criteria  given  by  Pitelka  and  Conover,  this  specimen  is  clearly  a  member  of  the 
griseus  group.  Another  specimen  from  Panama,  a  male  in  winter  plumage,  fell 
within  the  range  of  overlap  in  measurements  between  scolopaceus  and  griseus.  I 
felt  obligued  to  send  it  to  Pitelka  for  identification. 

One  thing  is  sure:  the  fact  that  the  1957  edition  of  the  A.O.U.  Check¬ 
list  elevated  scolopaceus  to  species  rank  from  its  1931  Check-list  status  as  a 
mere  subspecies  did  not  make  the  Long-billed  Dowitcher  any  easier  to  distinguish 
in  the  field  -  even  though  it  thereby  became  entitled  to  an  English  name. 


Further  Comments  on  Field  Identification  of  the  Long-billed 

Dowitcher  with  Especial  Reference  to  Voice 

by  John  Bull 

In  a  recent  article,  Eugene  SLsenmann  (1961)  deplored  published  reports 
of  field  identification  of  Long-billed  Dowitchers,  Limnodromus  scolopaceus, 
that  were  "without  explanation  or  comment."  With  this,  the  writer  is  in  full 
agreement.  Such  published  reports  are  completely  worthless  and  are  to  be 
discouraged. 

It  is  a  fact  that  sight  identifications  of  this  species  based  on  fall 
plumage  alone  are  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible.  Even  in  breeding 
plumage,  sight  reports  of  individual  dowitchers  of  "very  large"  size  and  "extra 
long"  bills  are  very  doubtful  unless  made  in  direct  comparison  with  other 
dowitchers,  and  with  close  observation  of  pattern  characters.  (Bull,  1953). One 
has  only  to  refer  to  Pitelka ls  monograph  (1950)  to  appreciate  the  complexities 
involved.  The  variation  in  size,  bill  length,  and  plumage  of  both  this  species 
and  the  common  Short-billed  Dowitcher,  Limnodromus  griseus,  is  considerable, 
with  overlap  in  bill  length.  This  variation  is  readily  apparent  to  anyone 
taking  the  trouble  to  examine  a  series  of  skins  available  in  most  of  the  larger 
museums.  Thus  it  will  be  realized  how  difficult  sight  observations  are  when 
based  on  morphological  characters. 

Pitelka  also  discussed  the  ecological  preferences  of  these  two  forms, 
both  on  the  breeding  grounds  and  during  migration.  Many  observers  are  aware  that 
while  griseus  frequents  the  coastal  mudflats,  scolopaceus  favors  fresh  water 
areas.  The  latter  may  be  found  in  shallow  pools  or  ponds,  the  shores  of  which 
are  exposed  during  periods  of  low  water.  Naturally  there  is  overlap  in  habitat, 
and  it  is  not  to  be  construed  that  one  species  does  not  invade  the  haunts  of  the 
other. 


It  is  on  voice,  however,  that  authorities  seem  to  disagree  as  to 
reliability  of  field  identification.  It  is  my  belief  that  the  call  notes  of  the 
two  forms  are  quite  distinct,  especially  as  to  quality.  Pitelka,  curiously 
enough,  hardly  goes  into  the  voice  as  a  means  of  differentiating  these  species, 
"Species"  and  "form"  are  used  interchangeably  here  because 'there  is  disagreement 
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among  ornithologists  as  to  whether  these  birds  are  conspecific  or  not.  However, 
the  A.O.U.  Check-list  committee  (1951)  adopted  Pitelka’s  views,  and  the  two  are 
currently  considered  separate  species.  Their  taxonomic  relationship  is  irrelevant 
here  and  is  outside  the  scope  of  this  article. 

ELsenmann  (1961)  in  commenting  on  the  voice,  cites  Peterson’s  earlier 
Field  Guide  (1947)  and  an  article  by  J.T. Nichols  (1920:  523-524)  as  indicating 
uncertainty  in  distinguishing  the  calls  of  griseus  and  scolopaceus.  It  is  true 
that  Peterson  was  cautious  in  his  early  Guide,  but  he  makes  the  following 
definite  statements  in  his  two  most  recent  books  (i960:  104  and  1961:  117)  in 
regard  to  scolopaceus:  "Voice:  A  single  thin  keek,  occasionally  trebled.  (Short¬ 
billed  Dowitcher  has  a  trebled  tu-tu-tu,  lower  in  pitch.)"  Pough  (1957:97)  is 
likewise  definite:  "A  high  weak  keek  note  occasionally  repeated  in  series." 

Regarding  the  article  by  Nichola,  it  is  apparent  that  at  that  time  (1920), 
he  -was  uncertain  of  a  difference  in  voice.  He  stated,  however,  that  the  note  of 
a  Long-billed  Dowitcher  that  had  flushed  was  "chee,"  which  was  probably  the 
equivalent  of  the  "keek"  note.  Another  call  he  mentioned  as  sounding  like  "pip" 
or  "peep."  What  he  attributed  to  griseus  as  the  call  notes  sounded  to  him  like 
"sowitch"  or  "dowitcher,"  or  even  "dowicheche. "  These  may  well  be  the  equivalent 
of  the  "tu-tu-tu"  of  Peterson.  At  any  rate,  the  notes  given  by  Nichols  seem  to 
imply  that  even  at  that  early  date  he  did  distinguish  the  two  forms,  but  he  seems 
to  have  contradicted  this  by  two  statements:  "One  was  certainly  the  Long-billed 
race,  but  I  detected  nothing  unfamiliar  in  its  voice  and  infer  that  that  of  the 
two  races  is  the  same."  Again,  he  says,  "Except  for  recent  experience  with  that 
race  in  Florida,  inclination  would  be  to  consider  these  notes  characteristic  of 
the  Long-billed  Dowitcher,  but  the  chances  are  there  is  no  significent  difference 
in  the  calls  of  the  two  races."  His  statements  appear  to  be  inconsistent  and 
obscure.  However,  according  to  a  conversation  with  the  writer  a  few  years  ago, 
Nichols  felt  that  he  could  distinguish  the  call  notes  of  the  two. 

That  the  old-time  hunters  were  aware  of  two  kinds  of  dowitchers  is  indicated 
by  their  mentioning  flight  notes  of  the  two  as  differing  in  quality.  The 
literature  is  full  of  this.  On  more  than  one  occasion,  birds  shot  as  "Long 
Beaks,"  as  they  were  then  called,  were  identified  subsequently  by  ornithologists 
as  scolopaceus.  There  is,  or  was,  a  specimen  in  the  American  Museum  of  Natural 
History  labeled  as  scolopaceus,  and  initialed  by  Pitelka  as  such,  that  had  on 
the  label,  "Call  note  heard."  Unfortunately,  I  have  been  unable  to  relocate 
this  specimen, 

I  have  heard  it  said  many  times  that  Charles  Urner  could  distinguish  the 
two  birds  by  their  call  notes.  He  stated  (1935)  " •••  voice  of  Long-billed  I 
hear  as  a  flatter,  usually  single,  ’sweet,*  contrasting  with  the  rounded  fuller 
sequence  of  the  Eastern  (Short-billed)  Dowitcher."  Urner  was,  perhaps,  our 
most  experienced  student  of  shore  birds  in  the  field, 

John  Mayer,  who  is  also  well  qualified,  has  stated  that  he  can  recognize 
both  forms  by  call.  During  the  mid-1940’s,  before  Idlewild  was  an  airport, 
there  were  a  number  of  rain  pools  on  the  new  fill  where  we  saw  several  very 
large  extremely  long-billed  individuals  that  when  flushed  called  their 
characteristic  flat  "keek"  or  "peek"  note.  These  birds  were  almost  certainly 
"Long-bills." 

On  a  number  of  occasions  at  different  localities,  I  have  heard  this  single 
note,  very  different  from  the  whistled  "teu-teu-teu"  (sometimes  doubled),  the 
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latter  note  unlike  that  of  the  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  at  least  in  quality. 

Griscom  &  Snyder  (1955)  are  likewise  definite  regarding  the  voice,  stating, 
"In  early  October,  chiefly  in  fresh-water  localities,  an  enormous  Dowitcher  with 
a  tremendous  bill  and  a  very  different  flight  note  arrives  and  remains  in  flocks 
of  30  or  so  until  the  freeze-up.  These  latter  birds  are  almost  certainly  true 
scolopaceus  and  are  here  regarded  as  readily  identifiable  in  life  and  possibly 
specifically  distinct;  those  who  have  identified  them  and  then  collected  the 
birds  have  been  proved  correct  many  times." 

Small  (195S)  referring  to  the  southern  California  area  stated,  "...  the 
whistled  ’pheu’  or  ’pheu  pheu  pheu’  ...  is  characteristic  of  the  Short-billed 
Dowitcher.  The  single  or  multiple  high  weak  ’keeeeek’  note  of  the  Long-billed 
Dowitcher  is  likewise  distinctive." 

Nisbet  (1961),  in  an  interesting  article,  remarked  that  to  him  the  note  of 
the  "Short-bill"  sounded  like  "kut  kut  kut  or  chu  chu  chu, "  and  the  note  of  the 
"Long-bill,"  "a  shrill  prolonged  ’keeek’  sometimes  uttered  in  groups  of  three  or 
more."  Nisbet  suggested  a  new  field  mark  based  on  the  relative  wing  lengths  of 
the  two  dowitchers.  He  observed  that  the  longer  wing  of  the  "Short-bill"  would 
extend  beyond  the  tail,  when  the  bird  was  at  rest,  and  that  the  relatively 
shorter  wing  of  the  "Long-bill"  would  fall  short  of  the  tail.  This  interesting 
suggestion  (admittedly  based  on  few  observations,  must  be  tested  further,  as 
there  is  the  liklihood  that  the  overlap  in  wing  length,  if  any,  would  therefore 
not  be  diagnostic  as  a  field  character). 

Eisenmann’s  statement  (1961),  "So  far  as  I  am  aware,  nobody  has  demonstrated 
by  collecting  an  adequate  series  of  calling  dowitchers  that  it  is  scolopaceus 
and  only  scolopaceus  that  utters  the  single  "keek,"  is  quite  true.  What  is  needed 
is  careful  selective  collecting  of  calling  individuals  of  both  griseus 
(particularly  the  big-billed  race  hendersoni),  and  scolopaceus  to  determine  once 
and  for  all  if  there  is  in  fact  a  difference  in  notes.  Only  single  birds  that 
are  calling  should  be  collected,  as  it  would  be  impossible  to  differentiate  their 
notes  in  a  flock. 

Another  important  aspect  is  the  time  element.  The  best  time  is  during  late 
September  and  October  as  most  of  the  "Short-bills"  have  gone  and  the  "Long- 
bills"  are  present.  Unfortunately,  most  observers  are  elsewhere  at  this  season, 
either  watching  hawks  or  other  land-bird  migrants. 

Field  identification  of  dowitchers  is  difficult  at  best,  but  it  is 
possible  provided  that  both  forms  are  together  for  direct  comparison.  A  thorough 
knowledge  of  both  is  necessary  before  satisfactory  sight  identifications  can  be 
made.  After  all,  we  distinguish  Semipalmated  Sandpipers,  Ereunetes  pusillus , 
from  Western  Sandpipers,  Ereunetes  mauri ,  in  the  field,  although  at  one  time  they 
were  considered  impossible  to  tell  apart,  particularly  when  in  fall  plumage. 

There  is  just  as  much  overlap  in  bill  length  and  plumage  characters  in  these 
species  as  in  the  dowitchers,  to  say  nothing  of  the  somewhat  similiar  call  notes 
of  pusillus  and  mauri. 


American  Ornithologists’  Union 

1957.  Check-list  of  North  American  birds.  Fifth  ed. 
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The  Voices  of  Dowitchers 


by  Eugene  ELsenmann 

In  his  recent  article  (Linnaean  News-Letter,  15,  no.  8,  pp.  1-3,  1962) 

John  Bull  cites  several  writers  for  the  view  that  the  Long-billed  Dowitcher 
(Limnodromus  scolopaceus)  and  the  Short-billed  or  Common  Dowitcher  (Limnodromus 
griseus)can  be  distinguished  by  voice.  None  of  these  writers,  all  of  whom  I 
know  ( or  knew  when  alive),  appears  ever  to  have  identified  in  the  field  a  series 
of  Long-billed  Dowitchers  by  voice  and  then  proved  the  accuracy  of  the 
identifications  by  collecting  the  birds  and  checking  their  characters  against  the 
specific  diagnoses  given  in  Pitelka* s  (1950)  monograph.  In  fact  of  all  the 
writers  lelied  upon  by  Bull  only  Griscom  is  known  to  have  collected  any  dowitchers 
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and  he  confesses  ("The  Birds  of  Massachusetts",  p.  105,  1955)  that  of  three 
collected  birds  identified  by  him  in  the  field  as  scolopaceus ,  one  when  checked 
at  the  museum  was  identified  as  griseus,  and  two  of  the  three  would  now  be 
allocated  to  L.  griseus  hendersoni,  the  large-billed  inland  race  of  the  "Short¬ 
billed"  Dowitcher.  Pitelka  (l950j  found  that  many  specimens  previously 
identified  in  museums  as  Long-billed  Dowitchers  were  in  fact  big-billed  examples 
of  hendersoni  or  of  the  Alaskan  caurinus,  an  even  larger  billed  race  of  the 
(misleadingly  named)  "Short-billed"  species. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  big  dowitchers  when  flushed  sometimes  give  a  call 
(usually  single,  occasionally  repeated)  which  seems  flatter  or  of  a  different 
tone  than  the  usual  triple  (but  sometimes  single)  note  of  smaller  birds..  I 
have  personally  flushed  birds  that  on  the  basis  of  size  and  color  I  thought 
were  probably  scolopaceus ,  which  gave  this  keek  note,  own  belief  is  that  the 
Long-billed  Dowitcher  does  so  call,  but  I  am  yet  to  see  any  proof  that  only  true 
scolopaceus  produces  this  note.  It  would  be  most  convenient  to  field  observers 
if  this  were  true,  for  there  is  a  considerable  overlap  in  bill  and  other 
dimensions  between  scolopaceus ,  caurinus  and  hendersoni.  It  is  conceivable, 
however,  that  the  difference  in  tone  quality  is  associated  with  large  size, 
rather  than  with  taxonomic  difference.  Even  Griscom  (who  never  feared  to 
express  an  unqualified  opinion)  says  cautiously  that  the  "enormous"  October 
dowitchers  with  a  different  flight  call  are  "almost  certainly  trus  scolopaceus" 
(underlining  ours).  I  have  no  doubt  that  experienced  observers  familiar  with 
the  morphological  characters,  would  recognize  large  females  of  scolopaceus,  but  - 
unless  the  supposed  vocal  difference  holds  -  large  autumn  plumaged  females  of 
hendersoni  and  caurinus  also  would  probably  be  called  scolopaceus  in  the  field. 

The  association  of  the  keek  note  with  scolopaceus  is  a  tradition  apparently 
dating  from  the  old-time  gunners  (mentioned  by  Bull),  who  distinguished  between 
big-billed  and  smaller  dowitchers.  But  as  few  ornithologists  (and  no  gunners) 
were  aware  of  the  differences  separating  big-billed  examples  of  L.  griseus 
hendersoni  and  L.g. caurinus  from  scolopaceus  until  the  acceptance  of  Pitelka* s 
1950  criteria  by  the  A.  0.  U.  Check-list  Committee,  the  matter  cannot  be  settled 
on  the  basis  of  old  belief.  Tradition  is  not  equivalent  to  scientific  proof  - 
especially  when  the  criteria  for  distinguishing  between  very  similiar  forms 
have  been  recently  changed. 

Collecting  an  adequate  series  of  the  various  dowitchers  with  definitely 
determined  vocal  patterns  may  not  be  feasible  on  migration.  John  Bull  has 
suggested  to  me  that  captive  birds  in  a  large  cage  might  perhaps  be  stimulated 
to  give  their  flight  call.  The  best  way  would  be  to  record  the  voices  of  the 
various  forms  on  their  respective  breeding  grounds  and  then  compare  the 
results  objectively.  This,  combined  with  ethological  studies  of  displays, 
might  well  throw  light  not  only  on  vocal  differences  but  also  on  the  question 
of  relationships.  How  about  it,  Ph.  D.  candidates? 
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ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

Report  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Shorebird  Count 

Date:  July  22,  1962 

Weather  Conditions:  As  a  general  rule,  winds  from  the  southwest  are  far 
from  desireable  when  one  is  looking  for  large  numbers  of  shorebirds  on  the  north 
shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Apparently  such  a  wind  tends  to  "push"  water  from  the  other 
end  of  the  Lake  toward  the  Niagara  River,  thus  causing  high  water  along  our  shore. 
This  usually  has  the  effect  of  reducing  the  numbers  of  shorebirds  in  our  area 
because  of  the  lack  of  feeding  areas.  However,  such  strong  winds  on  the  night  of 
July  20-21  piled  considerable  algae,  the  desireable  food  source  of  most  shorebirds, 
on  the  rocks  and  when  the  wind  subsided  on  July  21  there  were  many  good  feeding 
areas  and  also  many  shorebirds.  Weather  conditions  on  the  count  date  were 
favorable  for  adequate  coverage  of  the  area.  Relatively  little  change  in  the 
weather  from  the  21st  to  the  22nd  resulted  in  little  movement  of  shorebirds  and 
thus  the  numbers  and  species  were  much  the  same  on  both  days. 

Species  Recorded:  Underlined  common  names  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961),  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S.  For  a  brief  description  of  the  territories  see 
The  Prothonotary,  Vol.  19,  p.  66. 


Territory  Number 

1 

2 

2 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Totals 

Semi palm.  Plover 

5 

3 

5 

5 

2 

20 

Killdeer 

79 

90 

27 

47 

55 

39 

13 

5 

5 

360 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

1 

2 

1 

.  4 

Whimbrel 

1 

1 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

104 

139 

52 

99 

86 

146 

47  115 

21 

809 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

1 

1 

2 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

4 

2 

6 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

30 

29 

21 

u 

0) 

7 

36 

62 

12 

23 

13 

233 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

19 

5 

2 

> 

a 

1 

4 

5 

13 

1 

50 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

1 

1 

o 

2 

Least  Sandpiper 

68 

147 

34 

■g 

7 

22 

39 

27 

1 

43 

388 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

2 

5 

1 

§ 

3 

16 

9 

13 

9 

55 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

2 

9 

1 

1 

13 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

880 

475  107 

17  307 

351 

39 

13 

43 

2232 

Western  Sandpiper 

2 

2 

Ruff 

1 

l 

Sanderling 

20 

268 

1 

2 

35 

9 

1 

9 

3>k5 

Miscellaneous:  Unidentified  "peeps",  22;  unidentified  shorebirds,  2.  GRAND 
TOTAL,  17  species;  4523  individuals 

Comments  and  Comparisons:  This  is  the  first  count  in  Series  IV  of  the  Annual 
Shorebird  Count.  So  far  completed  have  been  a  five  year  series  in  early  August, 
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one  in  late  August,  and  one  in  early  September.  Because  this  is  the  first  count  in 
a  new  series,  there  is  no  data  with  which  it  can  be  compared.  In  general,  shore- 
birds  were  numerous.  This  is  to  be  expected  on  this  date.  As  would  normally  be 
the  case,  the  "peeps"  were  well  represented,  especially  the  Semipalmated  Sandpiper 
which  was  near  the  peak  of  autumn  abundance,  and  the  Least  Sandpiper  which 
usually  reaches  its  peak  somewhat  earlier  in  the  season.  Earlier  than  usual  among 
the  "peeps"  were  two  Baird's  Sandpipers.  Good  numbers  of  Short-billed  Dowitchers 
were  noted,  this  being  close  to  their  peak  of  abundance. 

An  unprecedented  count,  for  the  sixteen  years  of  the  shorebird  count,  was 
made  of  Stilt  Sandpipers.  The  date  of  this  years  count  corresponds  with  one  of 
the  two  peaks  of  abundance  of  this  species.  Some  numbers  of  this  species  are 
usually  seen  in  the  latter  half  of  July,  most  of  these  appearing  in  alternate 
plumage.  After  an  absence  they  again  appear  later  in  the  season  in  some  numbers, 
these  being  predominantly  in  basic  plumage  and/or  immature  birds. 

Some  unexpected  birds  were  also  found.  Most  notable  among  these  was  a  molting 
Ruff,  found  the  preceding  day,  and  observed  at  Waverly  Beach  by  Able  and  later  in  the 
day  at  Rose's  Point  by  Schaffner  and  Clark.  The  bird  still  retained  amounts  of 
black  mottling  about  the  upper  breast,  probably  the  remains  of  the  blackish  "ruff" 
of  the  nuptial  plumage.  Also  of  note  was  a  Whimbrel,  a  rather  sporadic  species 
here  in  late  summer  and  fall,  found  at  the  base  of  Mohawk  Point  by  the  Ulrichs, 

In  the  past  attempts  to  note  the  species,  flight  direction,  etc.  of  flocks 
end  individual  shorebirds  has  strongly  indicated  that  the  predominant  flight 
direction  during  the  fall  migration  is  from  west  or  southwest  to  east  or  northeast. 
Such  was  the  case  this  jrear.  The  most  noteworthy  movement  was  one  of  some  240 
Sanderlings  flying  past  Windmill  Point,  noted  by  Able  in  a  period  of  less  than  a 
half  hour.  Also  noted  with  this  flight  were  a  Solitary  Sandpiper  and  numerous 
Semipalmated  Sandpipers.  Other  flight  movement  was  noted  by  Schaffner  who  observed 
two  Short-billed  Dowitchers  flying  in  the  same  direction  past  Rose's  Point. 

Although  there  is  no  data  with  which  to  compare  this  count,  it  seems 
appropriate  to  compare  it  with  the  other  series  that  have  been  completed.  Below 
are  listed  average  numbers  of  each  species  of  shore  bird  ever  recorded  on  this 
count  in  their  respective  series,  compared  with  the  total  number  of  that  species 
recorded  on  the  count  this  year.  For  those  species  which  have  been  recorded  so 
infrequently  that  their  numbers  would  indicate  an  average  of  zero  or  some  decimal 
less  than  one,  an  added  key  has  been  used  as  follows:  the  letter  "a"  indicates  that 
the  species  ha3  never  been  recorded  in  that  series;  "b"  indicates  that  it  has  been 
recorded  only  once  in  the  series;  "c"  indicates  two  records;  "d"  indicates  three 
records;  and  "e"  indicates  four  records.  (Note:  *  -  Eleven  Whimbrel  on  the  count 
of  August  8,  1948  make  this  average  seem  unproportionately  large  as  this  number  is 
above  average.  **  -  A  high  count  of  20  Baird's  Sandpipers  on  the  count  of 
September  7,  1958  was  quite  unusual  and  makes  this  average  seem  unusually  large.) 
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Vol.  28,  No.  8  -  Sho rebird  Count  (conft) 


Species 

July  22,  1962 

Early  Au 

Late  Aug. 

Early  Sept. 

Piping  Plover 

a 

a 

b 

a 

Semipalinated  Plover 

20 

83 

101 

56 

Killdeer 

360 

400 

247 

441 

Black-bellied  Plover 

a 

9 

20 

25 

Golden  Plover 

a 

a 

b 

2 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

4 

22 

8 

38 

American  Woodcock 

a 

a 

c 

a 

Common  Snipe 

a 

b 

a 

b 

Whimbrel 

1 

2*  • 

a 

b 

Upland  Plover 

a 

e 

a 

c 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

809 

527 

299 

113 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

2 

3 

9 

1 

Willet 

a 

a 

a 

c 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

6 

4 

'4 

11 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

233 

52 

26 

52 

Knot 

a 

2 

8 

16 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

50 

23 

14 

25 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

a 

b 

1 

3 

Bairds  Sandpiper 

2 

2 

2 

9*-)r 

Least  Sandpiper 

388 

115 

52 

92 

Dunlin 

a 

c 

e 

2 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

55 

1 

6 

12 

Long-billed  Dowitcher 

a 

a 

b 

b 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

13 

1 

1 

2 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

2232 

845 

2533 

2  42 

Western  Sandpiper 

2 

2 

5 

3 

Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 

a 

a 

a 

c 

Hudsonian  Godwit 

a 

a 

a 

b 

Ruff 

1 

a 

a 

a 

Sanderling 

345 

66 

66 

204 

Unidentified  Birds 

24 

a 

a 

12 

Total  Individuals 

4523 

1346 

1119 

2190 

Total  Species 

17 

22 

16 

16 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  general  increase  in  shorebird  numbers  that 
we  have  witnessed  over  the  past  several  decades  has  had  an  effect 'on  the 
shorebird  count.  For  this  reason  numbers  of  individuals  at  least,  and  probably 
species,  have  been  increasing  and  can  be  expected  to  increase  in  future  years. 
This  factor  must  be  taken  into  consideration  when  evaluating  the  results  of 
the  count  and  they  might  tend  to  give  sane  false  impressions.  -  Kenneth  P.  Able, 
76  Sterling  Road,  Hamburg,  New  York. 
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Vol.  28,  No.  8 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Autumn  1962  HAWK  WATCH :  Dr.  O.S.  Pettingill  has  written  to  Harold  Mitchell, 
informing  him  that  the  Wilson  Ornithological  Society  plans  to  present,  at  ius  1964 
meeting,  a  symposium  on  hawk  migrations  in  the  Great  Lakes  Region.  This  ties  in 
well  with  the  proposed  coordinated  hawk  watch  for  all  of  New  York  State  proposed 
at  this  spring’s  meeting  of  the  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs.  However, 
little  has  been  done  to  get  these  movements  started. 

We  already  have  from  years  past  a  rather  impressive  amount  of  data  concerning 
the  main  movements  of  hawks  through  this  area,  but,  except  for  a  few  specific 
studies  made  in  the  late  1940’s,  we  lack  specific  detailed  reports.  What  is 
particularly  lacking  is  quant at ive  data  -  how  many  hawks  of  each  species  per  hour 
under  precisely  determined  weather  conditions. 

Mr.  Mitchell  has  asked  me  to  organize  a  project  for  this  fall  to  try  to  get 
as  much  of  this  type  of  information  as  possible.  To  do  so,  I  will  need  the  help 
Of  a  large  number  of  observers.  The  target  date  selected  is  Saturday,  September 
22,  1962.  On  this  date,  I  should  like  to  have  observers  placed  at  as  many  of  the 
better  observation  posts  in  our  territory  as  possible.  These  would  be,  in  general, 
those  hilltops  which  offer  a  relatively  unobstructed  view,  lakeshores,  firetowers, 
and  such  positions.  I  hope  to  have,  as  a  bare  minimum,  at  least  one  observer  so 
situated  in  each  of  our  2B  Sectional  Divisions. 

Observers  are  asked  to  be  at  their  posts  from  10:00  A.M.  to  3:00  P.M. 
continuously,  longer  if  they  are  seeing  numbers  of  hawks.  The  following  data  is 
specifically  requested  to  be  recorded  and  subsequently  reported  at  one-half  hour 
intervals:  1)  species  of  hawk  and  number;  2)  direction  of  flight,  estimated 
height  above  ground  for  each;  3)  wind  direction  and  (approximate)  velocity;  4) 
amount  and  type  of  cloud  cover;  5)  and  amount  and  type  of  precipitation,  if  any. 
Also  such  weather  data  as  air  temperature,  barometric  pressure  and  change  and  such 
should  be  gathered  if  possible,  but  may  be  taken  from  a  nearby  weather  station 
where  this  is  more  practical.  For  any  definitive  migration  study,  correlation 
with  local  weather  conditions  is  a  must’. 

Please  report  your  findings  even  though  you  find  no  hawks  at  all.  We  want  to 
know  where,  and  uner  what  conditions  hawks  do  not  migrate  as  well  as  for  those 
they  do'. 

It  would,  of  bourse,  be  valuable  to  obtain  such  information  for  many  days 
throughout  the  migration  period  if  time  could  be  made  available.  I  cannot  ask 
most  of  you  to  so  mortgage  your  time,  but  if  anyone  finds  he  can  do  so,  data 
gathered  on  any  day  during  the  migration  period  from  any  observation  post  will  be 
gratefully  received  and  analysed  for  this  project. 

By  hawks,  we  mean  any  falconiform  bird,  i.e.  from  Turkey  Vulture  through 
Sparrow  Hawk  inclusive  on  the  field  check  list.  And  please  report  all  hawks  seen. 
Indicate  by  a  separate  notation  those  which  you  do  not  believe  to  be  in  the  process 
of  migrating. 

I  am  asking  persons  in  Rochester,  Syracuse,  and  Watertwon  to  cooperate  in 
this  as  well  as  the  work  that  Dr.  Pettingill  will,  I  trust,  be  able  to  coordinate 
out  of  Ithaca.  Please  send  all  data  to  me.  -  Edward  L.  Seeber,  493  Norwood  Avenue, 
Buffalo  22,  New  York. 
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Vol.  23,  No.  3 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  3:00 
P.K.  from  September  through  June  inclusive. 

October  10  -  Annual  Meeting  and  Election  of  Officers,  Report  of  the  Hawk  Count 
by  Edward  L.  Seeber.  "Bird  Study  in  the  British  Isles"  by  Bernard 
Nathan. 

October  24  -  National  Audubon  Society  films. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


It  is  imperative  that  those  needing  transportation  contact  the  leader 
before  the  trip  so  that  places  can  be  provided  for  them. 

October  14  -  October  Bird  Count,  Leader,  Mr,  Walter  Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road, 
Lewiston,  New  York.  Please  contact  the  leader  if  you  can 
participate. 

October  21  -  Stromness,  Ontario  for  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow.  Meet  8:00  A.M,  at 
Peace  Bridge,  Buffalo.  Leader,  Bernard  Nathan  (TR  6-5200). 


/\  /v  />  />  />  /\  /v  /Os  /*  /\  a  a  /\^\  /Dv  y\  /C/CtK  /\  a 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  fifth  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler,  Mr.  Kenneth  P.  Able,  76  Sterling  Road,  Hamburg,  New  York. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS :  Notify  Mrs.  Edward  Cummiskey,  1759  Hertel  Avenue,  Buffalo 

16,  New  York 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter 

Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  New  York 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  New  York. 
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OCT  17  1962 


Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 


Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


August  temperature  and  rainfall  were  near  normal  at  the  Buffalo  Weather 
Bureau  Station,  although  in  some  areas  drought  conditions  continued  to  be  severe. 
Those  who  went  out  to  look  for  birds  were  well  rewarded.  Although  Rockhouse 
Point,  formerly  our  best  shorebird  location,  has  continued  to  deteriorate  as  a 
birding  place  since  it  was  made  a  Provincial  Park,  so  that  this  summer  it  was 
usually  hardly  worth  visiting,  shdrebirding  on  the  whole  was  fairly  good, 
thanks  especially  to  Yacht  Haroor  and  Grant  Point.  The  latter  was  unknown  to 
most  of  us  before  this  year.  It  is  three  miles  west  of  Port  Maitland,  in  the 
area  that  was  recently  added  to  the  B.O.S.  Study  Area,  but  it  seems  to  be 
unknown  by  the  name  Grant  Point  to  many  people  living  in  its  vicinity.  It 
attracted  an  unusually  early  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper.  A  Piping  Plover  at  Yacht 
Harbor  was  the  rarest  bird  seen  during  the  month.  Baird’s  Sandpipers  were  more 
common  than  in  some  years.  Little  Gull  and  Franklin's  Gull  in  August  are  unusual, 
and  twenty-two  Caspian  Terns  seen  at  one  time  is  most  extraordinary  for  the 
B.O.S.  Study  Area. 

There  was  an  unusually  early  movement  of  warblebs  and  other  small  land 
birds,  possibly  a  result  of  dry  conditions  and  extensive  forest  fires  on  northern 
nesting  and  feeding  grounds.  Short-billed  Marsh  Wrens  at  the  base  of  Rockhouse 
Point  in  the  small  swales  west  of  the  road  are  a  new  development  this  year.  - 
Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961),  has  been  received  and  placed  in 
the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 

Common  Egret  Aug.  25  3  Oak  Orchard  GMA  Able,  Rosche 
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Vol.  28,  No.  9  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con't) 


B.-cr. Night  Heron 

Aug. 

25 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Able,  Rosche 

Least  Bittern 

ii 

11,26 

1,3  Mud  Lake,  Out. 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

19 

1  near  Virgil,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Canada  Goose 

it 

25 

90  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Able,  Rosche 

American  Widgeon 

ii 

25F 

2  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Able,  Rosche 

Greater  Scaup 

it 

18F 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

19 

2-3  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Surf  Scoter 

Aug. 

19 

1  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

Broad-w.  Hawk 

Aug. 

12 

1  Lake  Erie  State  Park 

Able,  Rosche 

Peregrine  Falcon 

u 

11F 

1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

■^Piping  Plover 

it 

29 

1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able,Schaffner 

Am.  Golden  Plover 

it 

18F 

2  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

26 

11  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Able,  Rosche 

Black-b.  Plover 

ti 

4F 

2  Sugarioaf  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

tt 

11 

1  Sugarioaf  Point ,  Ont . 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

11 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

ti 

26 

25  Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

26 

20  Tiff't  Street,  Buffalo 

Able,  Rosche 

Knot 

ti 

18 

2  Crystal  Beach,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Wh.-r.  Sandpiper 

ti 

1SF 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ti 

19 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Baird's  Sandpiper 

ti 

19 

2  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

ti 

19 

4  Long  Beach  to  Port 
Colborne,  Ont . 

Mitchell  et  al 

it 

19 

5  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

it 

25 

1  Chautauqua  Lake 

Pillsbury 

ti 

29 

9  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Able, Rosche, Schaffner 

it 

29 

1  Crystal  Beach,  Ont. 

Abie , Ro  s  che , S  chaf f ne  r 

S.-b.  Dowitcher 

it 

10 

1  Prendergast  Point 

Parker  rep.  Pillsbury 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

it 

11 

2  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Western  Sandpiper 

ii 

15 

1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche 

it 

19 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Seeber 

u 

26 

1  Long  Beach,  Ont. 

Abies,  Rosche 

ii 

31 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Axtells 

*Buff-br.  Sandpiper  " 

18 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

^Wilson's  Phalarop 

e  " 

31 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont* 

Axtells 

■^Northern  Phalarope  " 

26 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Abies 

Gr.  Black-b.  Gull 

ii 

11 

35  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

26 

40  Rockhouse  and  Grant 
Points,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Franklin's  Gull 

it 

29 

1  Sugarioaf  Point,  Ont. 

Able, Rosche, Schaffner 

Little  Gull 

Aug. 

19,26 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Caspian  Tern 

Aug. 

4 

2  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

ti 

11 

1  over  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

11 

2  Evan's  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

11 

22  Stromness,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

18 

5  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

18 

6  Stromness,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

19 

2  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

19 

3  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Red-h.  Woodpecker 

it 

12 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Able,  Rosche 

Y.-b.  Flycatcher 

ii 

4F,11 

2  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

18 

2  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher  " 

25F 

1  Deer  Lick  Sanctuary, 
Town  of  Otto 

Mitchell 

(95) 
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Vol.  28,  Mo.  9  -  Noteworthy  Records  (eon'tl 


Tufted  Titmouse 

Aug. 

16 

1  Williamsville 

Wendlings 

Carolina  Wren 

it 

12 

2  Point  Gratiot 

Able,  Rosche 

S.-b.  Marsh  Wren 

it 

4 

2  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

ii 

11 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

11 

1  Stromness,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Eastern  Bluebird 

tt 

17 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

B.*-g.  Gnat catcher 

ii 

4F 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ii 

11 

3  Morgan's  Point,  Ont* 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

12 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Able,  Rosche 

tt 

12 

1  Lake  Erie  State  Park 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

18 

2  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Philadelphia  Vireo  n 

29F 

1  Como  Lake  Pk. , Lancaster 

Able,  Rosche 

B.-&-W.  Warbler 

ii 

11F 

7  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

23 

2  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Freitag 

Tennessee  Warbler  Aug, 

IF 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Aug. 

21,24 

1  Rose  Hill  Read,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Nashville  Warbler 

it 

23F 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Freitag 

Magnolia  Warbler 

it 

15F 

2  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

it 

23 

6  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Freitag 

Cape  May  Warbler 

ti 

23F 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Freitag 

B.-t.  Blue  Warbler  " 

21F 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Myrtle  Warbler 

4F 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Aug . 

11 

3  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Aug. 

15 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

18 

3  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Aug. 

23 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Freitag 

B.-thr.  G.  Warbler  " 

18F 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

tt 

20 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Chest, -s.  WTarbler 

ti 

11F 

2  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

23 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Freitag 

Bay~br.  Warbler 

Aug, 

11 

2-3  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Aug. 

17,20 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Blackpoll  WTarbler 

it 

26F 

1  Delaware  Park,  Buffalo 

Freitag 

No.  Waterthrush 

tt 

3F,7 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Connecticut  Warbler” 

28F 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Mourning  Warbler 

it 

15F 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

ii 

30,31 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Wilson* s  Warbler 

ti 

25F-31 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

26 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Canada  Warbler 

tt 

11F 

3  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

tt 

12 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

W.  Meadowlark 

it 

23 

1  Town  of  Mar ilia 

Able,  Rosche 

Grasshopper  Sparrow” 

11 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Henslow' s  Sparrow 

it 

12 

4  Allegany  Rd.,  Hanover 

Able,  Rosche 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded: 

262 

Additional  species,  subspecies 

and  hybrids  Recorded  this  issue:  _ £ 

Total  for  1962: 

267 

(96) 
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Abbreviations  Used: 


1962  NESTING  RECORDS 


br  -  brood 

NE  -  nest  with 

eggs 

dYO  -  downy  young  out 

of  nest 

N4E  -  4  eggs  in 

nest 

(h)  -  nest  : 

in  bird  house 

N4Y  -  4  young  in  nest 

N  -  nest  (contents  unknown) 

Y0  -  young  out 

of  nest 

Mallard 

14) 

July 

25 

br  9dYC 

i  Langford 

Bourne 

Wood  Duck 

3) 

July 

16 

br  7Y0 

Eden 

Bourne 

Common  Gallinule 

5) 

July 

17 

br  7Y0 

Eden 

Bourne 

Killdeer 

4) 

July 

2 

4Y0 

Langford 

Brockners 

Mourning  Dove 

4) 

Apr. 

8 

N2E 

Lyndonville 

W.A.  Smith 

Barn  Owl 

2) 

July 

3 

N2E,2Y 

2\  mi.  north  of 

Do rst, Salisbury 

Queenston,  Ont. 

July 

5 

N3X,  1 

egg  hatching,  1  egg  gone 

July 

8 

N3Y  (two  the  same  size,  1  much  smaller) 

July 

22 

N3Y 

July 

29 

N1Y  (1 

young  out  of  nest  at  bottom  of  silo) 

3) 

July  7,8 

N4Y 

Hamburg 

Bourne, Mitchell 

Screech  Owl 

1) 

July 

23 

5Y0 

Niagara  Falls 

Heilborns 

Y.-sh.  Flicker 

1) 

July 

31 

4Y0 

Niagara  Falls 

Heilborns 

Y.-b.  Sap sucker 

1) 

July 

8 

NY 

Allenberg  Bog,  Town 

Mitchell  et  al 

of  Napoli 

Eastern  Phoebe 

4) 

July 

8 

N3E 

Derby 

Brockners 

July 

22 

N4E 

July 

24 

3  eggs 

hatched 

July 

25 

1  egg  hatched 

Aug. 

10 

4  young  left  nest  (banded) 

(a  second  nesting  in  first  nest 

in  barn) 

Horned  Lark 

2) 

May 

18 

N3E 

Lyndonville 

Smiths 

Blue  Jay 

1) 

May 

6 

N4E 

Kenmore 

Mitchell 

May 

18 

N4Y 

2) 

June 

2 

N5Y 

Alden 

Webster 

June 

11 

3  young  left  nest 

(nest  located  in  fork  of  maple  about  15  feet 
above  ground) 


House  Wren 


3)  Aug.  15  N3Y  (h)  Derby 


Brockners 


Carolina  Wren 


1)  Aug.  29 


Jamestown 

(adult  feeding  young  out  of  nest) 


Parker 


(97) 
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Vol.  28,  No.  9  -  1962  Nesting  Records  (con't) 


Eastern  Bluebird 

6) 

Sept.  3 

2Y0 

Hamburg 

Avery,  Rams dell 

Hooded  Warbler 

1) 

Aug.  12 

N2Y 

Lyndonville 

W.A.  Smiths 

(nest 

located  2  feet  above  ground  in  maple) 

Cardinal 

3) 

Sept .16 

1Y0 

Morgan ' s  Point ,  Ont . 

Able,  Rosche 

(recently  left  nest,  unable  to 

fly) 

Song  Sparrow 

4) 

July  21 

N3E 

Derby 

Brockners 

July  27 

1  egg 

hatched 

July  28 

1  egg 

hatched 

Aug.  10 

young 

out  of  nest 

(nest  located  in  red  raspberry  bush  about  30 
inches  above  ground) 


Erratum: 

Vol.  28,  No.  7 ,  p.75  -  The  Apr.  8  Woodcock  nest  near  Lyndonville  attributed  to 
Mitchell  et  al  should  be  changed  to  read  W.A.  Smiths 


GENERAL  NOTES 


Summer  Birds  at  3.O.S.  Wildlife  Refuge,  Grand  Island,  New  York  (1962).- 
The  following  species  were  noted  at  the  refuge  during  June.  An  asterisk  after 
the  name  of  a  bird  indicates  that  it  was  flying  over  the  property. 


Great  Blue  Heron  2 
Mallard*  2 
Red-tailed  Hawk  2 
Killdeer  1 
American  Woodcock  4-6 
Spotted  Sandpiper  1 
Ring-billed  Gull*  3 
Mourning  Dove  1 
Black-billed  Cuckoo  1 
Yellow-sh.  Flicker  2 
Downy  Woodpecker  2 
Eastern  Kingbird  2 
Great  Crested  Flycatcher  3 
Traill's  Flycatcher  4 
Eastern  Wood  Pewee  2 
Tree  Swallow  1 
Purple  Martin*  1 
Blue  Jay  2 
Black-capped  Chickadee  2 
Catbird  9 
Brown  Thrasher  4 


Robin  15 
Wood  Thrush  10 
Veer y  2 
Cedar  Waxwing  3 
Red-eyed  Vireo  5 
Yellow  Warbler  25 
Ovenbird  5 
American  Redstart  2 
Red-winged  Blackbird  17 
Baltimore  Oriole  3 
Common  Grackle  12 
Brown-headed  Cowbird  14 
Scarlet  Tanager  1 
Cardinal  1 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  1 
American  Goldfinch  11 
Rufous- sided  Towhee  8 
Grasshopper  Sparrow  1 
Field  Sparrow  1 
Song  Sparrow  7 


Alice  E.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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Shorebirds  roosting;  at  T.ifft  Street,  Buffalo,  -  Because  of  the  dry 
weather  that  the  region  has  been  experiencing  during  the  past  several  months,  the 
pends  at  Tifft  Street,  which  were  so  attractive  to  shorebirds  during  late  summer 
and  fall  1961,  have  dried  up.  The  water  was  noted  gradually  dropping  from  the 
first  of  July  on  and  a  visit  on  July  14  showed  the  ponds  to  be  almost  completely 
dry.  There  was  little  habitat  to  attract  shorebirds  except  for  the  Killdeer  and 
Spotted  Sandpipers  that  breed  there.  However,  rain,  especially  on  July  24, 
filled  the  ponds  to  an  extent  that  they  apparently  became  attractive  to  migrating 
shorebirds  again.  A  visit  by  Arthur  Schaffner  and  myself  on  the  evening  of  July 
24  well  after  sunset  produced  a  spectacular  flock  of  at  least  150  yellowlegs  of 
both  species.  Due  to  the  darkness,  an  accurate  count  or  evaluation  of  the  species 
present  could  not  be  made.  Possibly  this  concentration  was  a  result  of  the 
strong  winds  on  the  23rd  which  removed  much  of  the  algae  and  covered  much  of  the 
suitable  habitat  along  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Another  possibility  to  be 
considered  is  that  this  is  a  roosting  place  for  masses  of  shorebirds  which  has 
been  previously  given  little  attention.  -  Kenneth  P.  Able,  76  Sterling  Road, 
Hamburg,  New  York. 


NOTES  AND  NEWS 


News  of  the  Bufflehead  Migration  Study:  -  Mr.  A.J.  Erskine,  Wildlife 
Biologist  of  the  Canadian  Wildlife  Service  writes  the  following  in  regard  to  his 
study  of  the  migration  of  the  Bufflehead  in  North  America  during  spring  1962: 

"My  trip  west  in  March  and  April  1962  was  a  great  success.  Local  concentrations 
of  50-500  Bufflehead  were  seen  on  favoured  wintering  areas  on  the  west  coast  in 
late  March,  the  best  single  day’s  tally  being  1010  birds  around  Victoria,  B.C., 
March  29.  In  the  interior  of  British  Columbia  during  April,  up  to  250  Bufflehead 
were  seen  on  a  single  lake,  with  the  best  single  day  total  being  560  (the 
breeding  population  of  the  lakes  surveyed  that  day  would  total  about  30  pairs). 
While  dense  rafts  of  Bufflehead  were  seldom  seen,  and  never  exceeded  200  birds,  in 
areas  where  such  rafts  occurred  the  Bufflehead  was  often  the  most  abundant  duck. 
More  often  the  birds  were  found  scattered  in  small  groups,  and  their  incessant 
diving  made  counting  a  slow  job.  All  birds  seen  were  classified  as  males, 
females,  and  (where  possible)  yearling  males,  and  as  pairs,  single  birds  and 
flocks.  Besides  the  Victoria  area  mentioned  above,  100  or  more  Bufflehead  were 
tallied  in  a  day  in  the  following  areas,  Marin  County  and  the  Klamath  Basin,  in 
California,  Netarts  Bay  in  Oregon,  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River  (Megler), 
Willapa  Bay,  Discovery,  Sequim,  and  Dungeness  Bays,  and  Drayton  Harbour,  in 
Washington,  and  Oyster  Bay,  Tofino  Inlet,  and  Squamish,  on  the  coast  of  British 
Columbia.  Inland,  the  most  favoured  areas  were  Stump  Lake,  Barnhartville ,  103 
Mile  Lake,  Eliot  Lake,  Watson  Lake,  San  Jose  River,  Williams  Lake,  and  Riske 
Creek.  My  visit  to  interior  British  Columbia,  April  9  to  25,  included  the  peak 
of  migration  for  adults,  but  few  yearlings  had  yet  appeared  by  that  time. 
Migration  of  sub-adults  in  British  Columbia  continues  well  into  May  in  most 
years." 


Information  on  the  migration  of  this  species  for  fall  1962  is  requested 
(see  The  Prothonotary,  Volume  27,  p.105).  -  Editor. 
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Vol.  28,  No.  9  -  Notes  and  News  (con’t) 

1962  New  York  State  Hunting  Seasons 

Big  Game  (bear, deer)  -  Nov.  19-Dec.  4 

Turkey  -  Oct.  22-27  (Cattaraugus,  Chautauqua  and  Allegany  Counties) 
Ruffed  Grouse  -  Oct.  8  -  Dec.  31 
Pheasant  -  Oct.  22-Nov.  10  (cocks  only) 

Waterfowl 

Ducks  and  coot  -  Oct.  12-Nov.  15;  Dec.  21-30 
Geese  and  brant-  Oct:  12-Dec.  10 

Life  Histories  of  North  American  Birds;  This  monumental  undertaking  by  the 
late  Arthur  Cleveland  Bent  is  being  reprinted  by  Dover  Publications,  Inc.,  180 
Varick  St.,  New  York  14,  N.Y.  Birds  of  Prey,  in  two  volumnes,  is  presently 
available  at  #2.35  per  volume.  The  entire  series,  completely  unabridged 
including  plates,  literature  cites  and  index  is  to  be  published  in  the  future. 

This  seems  like  an  excellent  opportunity  for  serious  students  to  avail  themselves 
of  these  basic  sources  of  information  for  their  personal  libraries.  Many  of  the 
original  editions  are  out  of  print  and  used  copies  of  others  are  exceedingly 
expensive  on  the  book  market.  -  Editor 


New  Books,  Library  and  Reading  Room,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 


Abramson,  Ira  Joel 

Bent,  Arthur  Cleveland 

Berger,  Andrew  John 
Collins,  Henry  Hill 

Ligon,  J.  Stokley 
McElroy,  Thomas  P. 
Scott,  Peter 
Sprunt,  Alexander  II 

Tottenham,  Katherine 
White,  Milton 


GUIDE  TO  FINDING  BIRDS  IN  SOUTH  FLORIDA  -  University 
of  Miami,  1961 

LIFE  HISTORIES  OF  NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS  OF  PREY,  Dover, 
1961,  2  vols. 

BIRD  STUDY  -  Wiley,  1961 
BIRD  WATCHER’S  GUIDE  -  Golden  Press,  1961 
BIRD  WATCHER’S  QUIZ  BOOK  -  Harper,  1961 
NEW  MEXICO  BIRDS  -  University  of  New  Mexico,  1961 
NEW  HANDBOOK  OF  ATTRACTING  BIRDS  -  Knopf,  I960 
COLOURED  KEY  TO  WILDFOWL  OF  THE  WORLD  -  Scribner,  1961 
GAMEBIRDS;  A  GUIDE  TO  NORTH  AMERICAN  SPECIES  AND  THEIR 
HABITS  -  Golden  Press,  1961 
BIRD  DOCTOR  -  T.  Nelson,  1961 
LISTEN,  THE  RED-EYED  VIREO  -  Doubleday,  1961 


Important  Notice 

In  order  that  The  Prothonotary  can  come  cut  on  time  each  month,  it  is 
essential  that  all  bird  records  be  sent  to  the  Compiler  by  the  fifth  day  of  the 
month.  Records  mailed  after  the  fifth  day  of  the  month  cannot  be  included  in 
Noteworthy  Records  Section. 

Other  material  such  as  Bird  Count  Reports  and  the  Program  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Editor  by  the  tenth  day  of  the  month. 

Deadlines  are  necessary  for  two  reasons:  1)  to  ensure  that  The  Prothonotary 
comes  out  on  time  and  2)  to  distribute  the  work  load  evenly  during  each  month  so 
that  those  who  are  involved  do  not  become  burdened  with  material  for  more  than 
one  issue  at  the  same  time.  —  Editor 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  8:00 
P.M.  from  September  through  June  inclusive. 

October  10  -  Annual  Meeting  and  Election  of  Officers.  Report  of  the  Hawk  Count 
by  Edward  L.  Seeber.  "Bird  Study  in  the  British  Isles"  by  Bernard 
Nathan. 

October  24  -  National  Audubon  Society  films. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


It  is  imperative  that  those  needing  transportation  contact  the  leader 
before  the  trip  so  that  places  can  be  provided  for  them. 

October  14  -  October  Bird  Count.  Leader,  Mr.  Walter  Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road, 
Lewiston,  New  York.  Please  contact  the  leader  if  you  can 
participate. 

October  21  -  Stromness,  Ontario  for  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows.  Meet  8:00  A.M.  at 
Peace  Bridge,  Buffalo.  Leader,  Bernard  Nathan  (TR  6-6030) . 


\/  \t  \/  _y  V _W  V '  ,4/  .>/  AM/  V  A/_V  y 

A  /C70\  /V  A  A  A  /\  A  A  A  /\  A  /\  A  A  A  A  A  A 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  fifth  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler,  Mr.  Kenneth  P.  Able,  76  Sterling  Road,  Hamburg,  New  York. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  Mrs.  Edward  P.  Curamiskey,  1759  Hertel  Avenue,  Buffalo 

16,  New  York 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter 

Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  New  York 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  New  York 
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NOV  8  1962 

Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 


Buffalo,  New  York 

THE  MONTH 


September  was  cool,  2.8  degrees  below  normal,  and  mostly  dry  until  near 
the  end  when  on  the  27th-29th  two  and  a  half  inches  of  rain  fell,  the  first 
soaking  rain  since  mid  July. 

This  was  a  somewhat  better  month  for  birding  than  most  Septembers  during 
the  past  five  years.  Four  Parasitic  Jaegers  were  seen  one  day  at  Grimsby  Beach 
on  Lake  Ontario;  the  numbers  and  variety  of  shore  birds  continued  to  be  good; 
and  there  were  relatively  few  da3^s  without  fair  numbers  of  migrant  land  birds. 

On  Friday  morning,  September  14,  in  the  Buffalo  to  Yacht  Harbor,  Ontario,  area 
I  witnessed  the  greatest  abundance  of  "grounded'1  migratory  land  birds  that  I  have 
seen  in  the  fall  in  many  years.  It  is  of  course  unfortunate  that  this  day  was 
not  on  a  weekend  so  this  big  grounding  of  migrants  could  have  been  more  adequately 
studied.  Each  of  the  following  two  days,  however,  which  were  weekend  days, 
brought  in  much  smaller  but  still  notable  numbers  of  new  migrants,  including 
,several  northern  species  that  were  somewhat  earlier  than  their  average  arrival 
dates. 


Many  migrating  land  birds  were  killed  at  the  WKBW-TV  tower  near  Colden 
on  the  nights  of  Sept.  26-27  and  28-29.  A  report  on  the  kills  at  this  locality 
will  be  published  in  a  later  issue  of  The  Prothonotary. 

The  most  unusual  birds  observed  during  the  month  were  the  Piping  Plover 
and  the  Western  Kingbird.  -  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo, 
New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961),  has  been  received  and  placed  in 
the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 
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Vol.  28,  No,  10  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con't) 


Common  Loon 

Sept 

2  IF 

1 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont, 

Rosche 

u 

2 IF, 23 

1,2 

Crystal  Beach,  Ont, 

Rosche,  Able 

B.-cr .Night  Heron 

ii 

1 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Freitag  et  al 

n 

11 

1 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ti 

22 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Able 

Least  Bittern 

n 

29L 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes,  Tufts 

Canada  Goose 

n 

2?F 

4 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche 

it 

29 

37 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

ii 

29 

150 

Batavia 

Buckland 

it 

29 

23 

Fort  Niagara 

Klabundes 

n 

29 

44 

Bear  Lake 

Re  w,  Ra  thbun , Buc k 

Green-w.  Teal 

it 

21 

40 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Greater  Scaup 

ti 

22 

200 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

u 

28 

35 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Common  Goldeneye 

it 

21 

2 

Lowbanks,  Ont. 

Rosche 

it 

23 

1 

Evan's  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Bufflehead 

Sept 

.  11F 

1 

Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Seeber 

White-w.  Scoter 

Sept 

2 

2 

McNab,  Ont, 

Rosche,  Able 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

Sept 

.  3  OF 

2 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd., 

Ont. 

Axtells 

Red-sh.  Hawk 

it 

2 

3 

over  McNab,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

30 

1 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd., 

Ont. 

Axtells 

Broad-w.  Hawk 

n 

1 

1 

Town  of  Charlotte 

Rew,  Buck 

Osprey 

it 

9F,15 

1 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont 

• 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

11 

1 

Water  Valley 

Bourne 

ti 

23 

1 

Crystal  Beach,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Peregrine  Falcon 

it 

30 

1 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd., 

Ont. 

Axtells 

Pigeon  Hawk 

tt 

11F 

1 

near  Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

16 

1 

Mo r gan 1 s  Point,  Ont . 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

30 

1 

Lowbanks,  Ont. 

Thill 

Sora 

it 

30 

1 

Cherry  Creek 

Rew,  Rathbun 

Piping  Plover 

it 

1,2L 

1 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

Am .  Golden  Plover 

tt 

4 

1 

Prendergast  Point 

Rew 

it 

15 

43 

Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Whimbrel 

tt 

13L 

2 

Lowbanks,  Ont. 

Freitags 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

it 

21L 

1 

Eden 

Bourne 

*Willet 

tt 

9,15 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Knot 

tt 

1 

16 

Canadian  Shore  Lake 

Erie 

Able,  Rosche 

tt 

21 

3 

Mo r gan ! s  Point,  Ont » 

Rosche 

it 

21 

3 

Sugarloaf  Point,  Ont 

’  • 

Rosche 

Wh.-r.  Sandpiper 

tt 

11,13 

1 

Eden 

Bourne 

Bairds  Sandpiper 

tt 

1 

8 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ontc 

Able,  Rosche 

ti 

7 

1 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

it 

13 

6 

Yacht)  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Seeber 

it 

13 

1 

Mo  r gan ’ s  Po int ,  Ont . 

Rosche,  Seeber 

it 

14 

5 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Axtell 

Dunlin 

it 

16F 

1 

Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

tt 

21 

24 

Canadian  Shore  Lake 

Erie 

Rosche 

S.-b.  Dowitcher 

tt 

15L 

5 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

*L.-b.  Dowitcher 

tt 

3-13 

1 

Grant  Point,  Ont.. 

Rosche, Able, Seeber 

Dowitcher  sp. 

ti 

22 

1 

over  McNab,  Ont. 

Able 

tt 

22 

1 

over  Niagara-on-the- 

■Lake 

,Able 

Ont. 

(migrants  flying  from  west  to  east) 

Stilt  Sandpiper  Sept,  1  2  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont,  Able,  Rosche 

"  19  1  Langford  Bourne 
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Vol.  23,  Mo.  10  —  Noteworthy  Records  (con't) 


Stilt  Sandpiper 

Sept 

.  21 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

ii 

21,23L 

2,1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

Western  Sandpiper 

it 

12 

1  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

13 

1  Evan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Seeber 

it 

13 

1  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Seeber 

it 

13 

2  Camelot  Beach,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Seeber 

it 

13 

2  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Seeber 

M 

15 

3  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

II 

15 

1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

II 

15 

1  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

II 

16 

2  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

II 

16 

1  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

II 

21 

1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche 

It 

22 

1  Queenston,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

It 

23 

1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Able,  Rcsche 

Northern  Phalarope 

II 

1 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

^Parasitic  Jaeger 

II 

2 

4  Grimsby  Beach,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

, 

II 

22 

1  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

(adult) 

Gr.  Black-b.  Gull 

Sept 

.  15 

65  Rockhouse-Grant  Pt.,0nt. 

Able,  Rosche 

F  ranklin 1 s  Gull 

it 

1 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

9 

1  Sugarloaf  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

23 

1  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

26 

1  Evangola  State  Park 

Bourne 

Little  Gull 

ti 

9 

1  Bird  Island,  Buffalo 

Able,  Rosche 

*Forster’s  Tern 

it 

15 

3  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont, 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

21 

1  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Common  Tern 

ti 

21 

3550  Morgan ’ s-Grant  Pt „ , Ont . 

Rosche 

Caspian  Tern 

it 

2L 

2  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont, 

Able,  Rosche 

Black  Tern 

ii 

21L 

2  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Yel,-b.  Cuckoo 

it 

22 

1  near  Virgil,  Ont, 

Able,  Rosche 

Black-b.  Cuckoo 

it 

9,15 

1  Rose  Hill  Read,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Short-eared  Owl 

it 

4F 

1  over  Wanakah 

Able 

(migrating  at  dusk) 

Whip-poor-will 

Sept 

3F 

1  Town  of  Charlotte 

Rew 

ti 

15 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ti 

23 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Chimney  Swift 

it 

30L 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

R,-thr.  Hummingbird  ” 

16l 

2  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Red-h.  Woodpecker 

ti 

1 

1  Mohawk  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

22 

1  near  Virgil,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

29 

8  Fort  Niagara 

Klabundes 

Yel.-b,  Sapsucker 

ii 

3F,15 

1,2  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Eastern  Kingbird 

it 

12 

1  Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

■^Western  Kingbird 

it 

3 

1  Niece  Rda,  Sherbrook 

Rosche,  Able 

Township,  Ont. 

Y.-b.  Flycatcher 

ti 

22 

1  near  Virgil,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Least  Flycatcher 

ti 

23L 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Tree  Swallow 

it 

21 

3000  Dunnville,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Bank  Swallow 

Sept 

.  30 

2  Dunnville,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Cliff  Swallow 

Sept. 21 ,23 

3,6  Dunnville,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

Sept 

.  30 

2  Dunnville,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

Purple  Martin 

Sept 

9 

6000  Jamestown  Roost 

Beal 

it 

12,21 

25  Jamestown  Roost 

Beal 

it 

22L 

125  Niagara  Falls,  Ont, 

Able,  Rosche 

(104) 


Vol.  28,  No.  10  -  Noteworthy  Records  (oon't) 


Tufted  Titmouse 

Sept.  30 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

ii 

15F,16 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

15F,16 

5,1 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Brown  Creeper 

it 

15F,16 

1,3 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ti 

16 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Winter  Wren 

ii 

16F,21 

1 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

it 

16F 

1 

Rose  Hill  Read,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Robin 

it 

18 

200 

Crystal  Beach,  Ont. 

Thills 

Hermit  Thrush 

it 

16f 

1 

Rose  Kill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ii 

21 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

ti 

2F 

40 

over  Buffalo 

Rosche 

it 

2F 

1 

near  Virgil,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ti 

6 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ii 

14 

150 

Erie  Beach  to  Yacht 
Harbor,  Ont. 

Axtell 

it 

14 

4 

Springbrook 

Danner 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

it 

14F-30 

2 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

tt 

15 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ti 

15 

1 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

16,23 

10,3 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

23 

6-8 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

n 

29 

29 

TV  Tcwer,  Town  of  Colden  Able,  Rosche 

Veery 

it 

3-19 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Sept 

23 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Eastern  Bluebird 

Sept 

10 

5 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

ti 

21 

2 

Eden 

Bourne 

it 

30 

1 

Derby 

Brockner 

B.-g.  Gnat catcher 

ii 

2 

1 

near  Virgil,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

22L 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Golden-cr«  Kinglet 

tt 

21F 

2 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

ti 

22 

15 

near  Virgil,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ti 

22 

6 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

it 

16F 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

16F,21 

3,4 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

Water  Pipit 

ii 

15F 

3 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

tt 

16 

1 

over  Morgan’s  Point, Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

it 

15 

1 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

21L 

1 

Derby 

Brockner 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

tt 

12-14L 

1 

Springbrook 

Danner 

Solitary  Vireo 

it 

21F 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Rosche 

ii 

22 

1 

near  Virgil,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

22 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

ti 

14 

3 

Erie  Beach  to  Rose  Hill 
Read,  Ont, 

Axtell 

it 

16,29 

1,2 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Warbling  Vireo 

n 

22L 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Bl.-&-wh.  Warbler 

ti 

29L 

3 

TV  Tower,  Town  of  Colden  Able,  Rosche 

Golden-w.  Warbler 

ti 

16l 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Tennessee  Warbler 

it 

29L 

2 

TV  Tower,  Town  of  Colden  Able,  Rosche 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

it 

26F 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

ii 

29 

1 

Fort  Niagara 

Klabundes 

ti 

30 

1 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Parula  Warbler 

tt 

21F 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rosche 

it 

22 

1 

near  Virgil,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ti 

29 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 
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Vol.  28,  No.  10  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con’t) 


Parula  Warbler 

Sept. 

29 

1 

Ye] low  Warbler 

ii 

16l 

1 

Blackburn.  Warbler 

it 

29L 

1 

Chest .-s.  Warbler 

n 

29L 

3 

Prairie  Warbler 

it 

13 

1 

Palm  Warbler 

tt 

7F 

2 

it 

15 

2 

Connecticut  Warbler  ” 

14 

n 

X 

it 

21 

l 

Hooded  Warbler 

u 

3 

l 

it 

29 

l 

WTilson’s  Warbler 

it 

26 

l 

Canada  Warbler 

it 

3L 

2 

Bobolink 

tt 

16 

1 

Baltimore  Oriole 

tt 

13L 

1 

Rusty  Blackbird 

Sept. 

12 

1 

Sept. 

21 

10 

Ro  se-br . Grc  sbeak 

it 

29L 

19 

Slate-c.  Junco 

it 

26F 

6 

it 

29 

6 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

tt 

29F 

10 

it 

29F 

1 

it 

30 

2 

tt 

30 

15 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

»  15F,l6 

6,20 

"  15F,l6 

1,8 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

Sept . 

3F 

1 

Sept . 

6-10 

1 

Sept. 

27 

1 

TV  Tower,  Town  of  Colden  Able,  Rosche 
Morgan’s  Point,  Ont.  Able,  Rosche 
TV  Tower,  Town  of  Colden  Able,  Rosche 
TV  Tower,  Town  of  Colden  Able,  Rosche 
Hamburg  Bourne 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont.  Axtells 
Morgan’s  Point,  Ont.  Able,  Rosche 
Erie  Beach,  Ont.  Axtell 

Delaware  Park,  Buffalo  Able 
Chestnut  Ridge  Park  Freitag 

TV  Tower,  Town  of  Colden  Able,  Rosche 
Hamburg  Bourne 

Mo r gan ' s  Po int ,  On t .  Able,  Rosche 
Rose  Hill  Read,  Ont.  Axtells 
Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont.  Axtells 
Mud  Lake,  Ont*  Rosche,  Able 

Mud  Lake,  Ont.  Able,  Rosche 

TV  Tower,  Town  of  Colden  Able,  Rosche 
Buffalo  Rosche 

Fort  Niagara  Klabundes 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont.  Axtells 
Fort  Niagara  Klabundes 

Derby  Brockners 

Stromness,  Ont.  Able,  Rosche 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont.  Axtells 
Morgan’s  Point,  Ont.  Able,  Rosche 
Rose  Hill  Read,  Ont.  Axtells 
Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont.  Axtells 
TV  Tower,  Town  of  Colden  Able,  Rosche 


Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded:  267 

Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  _ 5 

Total  for  1962:  272 


Erratum  to  1962  Records: 

Vol.  28,  No.  7,  p.  72  -  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  June  17,  1,  Buckhorn  Island 
State  Park,  Heilborn  should  read  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  June  17,  1,  Beaver 
Island  State  Park,  Heilborn 
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Vcl.  28,  No.  10 


1962  NESTING  BIRD  SURVEY  -  ’WEST  CLARKSVILLE,  NEW  YORK 


The  90  acre  von  Arnim  property,  "Saintstop",  is  located  on  a  divide  in 
the  Allegany  Plateau,  Allegany  County,  New  York.  The  elevation  ranges  from 
2000  to  2400  feet  above  sea  level.  The  hills  are  the  result  of  erosion  of  the 
Allegheny  Plateau.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  rain  falling  on  the  roof  of 
"Saintstop"  runs  in  two  directions  -  to  the  northeast,  via  the  Genesee  River 
to  Lake  Ontario,  the  St.  Lawrence  River,  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean;  to  the 
southwest  via  the  Allegany  River,  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico. 


Erief  History 


Henning  and  Beulah  von  Arnim 


It  is  thought  that,  about  1400  A.D.,  this  area  was  settled  by  Indian 
moundbuilders.  It  is  believed  that  some  of  these  mounds  are  still  visible  in 
this  county.  The  Seneca  Indians  are  believed  to  have  driven  the  moundbuilders 
out.  The  Senecas  remained  in  this  area,  one  of  their  settlements  being  in 
West  Clarksville. 

Around  1620  the  first  white  settlers  drove  their  oxen  along  the  creek 
beds  to  places  where  they  were  able  to  establish  their  small  farms.  As  the  dense 
forests  were  cleared,  saw  mills  sprang  up,  and  logging  became  the  main  industry. 
Practically  all  the  white  pine  and  then  the  hemlock  were  cut  and  the  lumber  was 
sent  to  Buffalo  and  Rochester  and  also  down  the  Allegheny  River.  After  the  land 
was  cleared  for  homesteading,  dairy  farms  were  established  and  cheesemaking 
became  a  major  industry. 

Around  1880,  drilling  for  oil  was  started.  The  "Clarksville  Pool"  ends 
at  the  eastern  boundary  of  ‘'Saintstop" .  About  the  time  of  the  discovery  of  oil, 
eight  negro  families  owned  small  farms  and  cabins  on  the  "Saintstop"  property 
and  nearby. 

Oil  production  has  always  had  its  "ups  and  downs".  "Pressure  flooding" 
proved  so  successful  that,  after  the  1920's,  little  of  the  poorer  land  was 
farmed  in  the  area.  Oil  men  on  this  property  often  were  ruthless  in  cutting 
down  trees,  mutilating  them  by  fastening  cables  and  rods  around  them,  and 
spoiling  the  land  with  sand  pumpings  and  salt  water  brought  up  from  underground. 

Recovery  of  oil  on  this  property  ceased  in  1956,  and  in  1957  the  von 
Arnims  acquired  it.  The  only  birds  noted  near  the  cabin  were  a  pair  of 
Mourning  Doves.  The  first  feeders,  put  up  in  1957,  attracted  a  few  Vesper 
Sparrows,  Field  Sparrows,  towhees,  chickadees,  Downy  and  Hairy  Woodpeckers  and 
White-breasted  Nuthatches.  A  pond  about  one-half  acre  in  size  was  built.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  many  ecological  changes  on  the  property. 

As  a  cooperator  with  the  Allegany  County  Soil  Conservation  Service,  the 
Cornell  University  Extension  Service  and  the  U.S.  Department  of  Forestry, 
surveys  were  conducted,  soil  maps  were  made  from  aerial  photographs  and 
recommendations  were  made  on  how  to  create  a  wildlife  refuge.  About  one-half 
of  the  90  acres  was  in  fallow  fields  in  1957  and  in  these  old  fields 
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Vol.  28,  No, 10  -  1962 ’-West  Clarksville  Nesting  Bird  Survey  (con’t) 


approximately  50,000  trees  (mostly  conifers)  were  planted  up  to  1962.  About 
15,000  shrubs,  including  autumn  olive,  lespediza,  silky  cornel,  tartarian 
honeysuckle,  multiflora  rose,  bayberry,  coralberry  and  highbush  cranberry 
were  also  planted.  The  other  one-half  cf  the  acreage  is  covered  by  second 
growth  maple,  beech,  white  ash  and  basswood  on  the  lower  slopes,  second  growth 
white  and  red  oak  on  the  upper  slopes,  and  willows  and  elms  along  the  spring 
runs.  Feeding  stations  have  been  maintained  on  a  year  round  basis,  and  one 
feeder,  the  length  of  a  picture  window,  permits  detailed  observation  of  the 
habits  of  many  species  of  birds. 

As  the  trees  and  shrubs  grow,  more  and  more  species  of  birds  will  be 
coming  to  "Saint stop"  but  some  will  move  out  such  as  Vesper  Sparrow  and 
Grasshopper  Sparrow,  The  current  nestling  bird  count  should  become  of  even 
greater  interest,  if  maintained  regularly  as  ecological  changes  continue. 

The  encouragement  and  help  given  by  members  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society,  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society,  and  the  above  mentioned  county 
organizations,  have  made  the  creation  of  this  wildlife  area  possible.  For 
making  the  various  feeding  stations,  and  their  many  instructive  visits  here, 
especial  mention  should  be  made  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Bacon.  The  nesting  bird 
survey  would  not  have  been  possible  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  generous  time 
and  effort  so  freely  given  by  Dr.  Stephen  Eaton  and  Richard  C.  Rosche.  -  P.0. 
Box  37,  West  Clarksville,  New  York. 


Survey  Results 


Stephen  W;  Eaton  and  Richard  C.  Rosche 


Figure  1  shows  the  approximate  distribution  of  106  pairs  of  breeding 
birds  of  44  species  (1.18  pairs  per  acre).  These  results  are  based  upon  surveys 
of  the  property  taken  on  May  23,  June  19  and  July  15,  1962.  The  singing  male 
method  was  used  except  when  actual  nests  were  located.  The  code  numbers  used  in 
Figure  1  correspond  to  those  used  below  for  each  species. 

Code  No .  Species  No .Pairs  Code  No.  Species  No, Pairs 


11 

Sparrow  Hawk 

1 

48 

Eastern  Bluebird 

2 

97 

Black-b*  Cuckoo 

1 

49 

Cedar  Waxwing 

1 

28 

Downy  Woodpecker 

1 

52 

Starling 

3 

29 

Eastern  Kingbird 

1 

54 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

5 

30 

Great-cr.  Flycatcher  1 

55 

Bl.-&-wh.  Warbler 

1 

33 

E.  Wood  Pewee 

1 

98 

Blue-w.  Warbler 

1 

34 

Tree  Swallow 

3 

57 

Yellow  Warbler 

2 

36 

Blue  Jay 

1 

59 

Bl.-t.  Green  Warbler 

1 

38 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

2 

60 

Chest.-s.  Warbler 

3 

39 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

1 

62 

Ovenbird 

7 

41 

House  Wren 

1 

64 

Yellowthroat 

3 

42 

Catbird 

3 

65 

Hooded  Warbler 

2 

43 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

66 

Canada  Warbler 

1 

44 

Robin 

5 

67 

American  Redstart 

1 

45 

Wood  Thrush 

4 

70 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

5 

46 

Hermit  Thrush 

1 

71 

Baltimore  Oriole 

2 

47 

Veery 

3 

74 

Scarlet  Tanager 

3 
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Figure  1.  Approximate  locations  of  singing  males  at  "Saintstop" ,  West 
Clarksville,  Allegany  County,  New  York,  Dotted  line  indicates  approximate 
route  taken  on  each  survey  day.  See  text  for  key  to  numbers. 


Code  No ,  Species  No,  Pairs 


75 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

2 

76 

Indigo  Bunting 

2 

81 

American  Goldfinch 

2 

82 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

4 

84 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

2 

Code  No.  » •  '  Species  _  No.  Pairs 


85  Henslow’s  Sparrow  1 

86  Vesper  Sparrow  3 

89  Chipping  Sparrow  1 

90  Field  Sparrow  8 

94  Song  Sparrow  7 


The  following  nests  were  located:  Sparrow  Hawk  -  five  young  in  Wood 
Duck  box  on  June  19;  Eastern  Kingbird  -  nest  with  eggs  on  June  19;  Tree  Swallow 
one  nesting  box  contained  three  eggs  on  May  23  and  five  young  on  June  19,  another 
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contained  five  eggs  on  Hay  23  and  five  young  on  June  19,  and  a  third  contained 
three  young  and  one  egg  on  June  19;  Robin  -  nest  three  eggs  on  July  15;  Eastern 
Bluebird  -  five  young  were  located  in  a  nesting  box  on  May  23  and  the  same  box 
contained  four  eggs  on  June  19;  Red-eyed  Vireo  -  nest,  contents  unknown,  found 
later  in  summer;  Baltimore  Oriole  -  nest,  contents  unknown,  found  on  June  19. 

The  following  species  were  present  on  or  were  flying  over  the  property 
on  one  or  more  of  the  count  dates,  but  there  was  no  evidence  of  nesting:  Red¬ 
tailed  Hawk  (May  23,  June  19,  July  15),  Ruffed  Grouse  (May  23),  American  Woodcock 
(June  19),  Spotted  Sandpiper  (July  15),  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  (June  19,  July 
15),  Belted  Kingfisher  (June  19),  Yellow-shafted  Flicker  (June  19,  July  15), 
Pileated  Woodpecker  (May  23),  Hairy  Woodpecker  (June  19,  July  15),  Eastern  Phoebe 
(July  15),  Traill’s  Flycatcher  (May  23),  Barn  Swallow  (June  19),  Common  Crow 
(May  23,  June  19,  July  15),  Nashville  Warbler  (May  23),  Mourning  Warbler  (May  23), 
House  Sparrow  (June  19,  July  15),  Eastern  Meadowlark  (June  19),  Brown-headed 
Cowbird  (June  19,  July  15),  and  Purple  Finch  (June  19,  July  15).  -  Department  of 
Biology,  St.  Bonaventure  University,  St.  Bona venture ,  New  York  and  1+8  Dartmouth 
Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


GENERAL  NOTES 


A  note  on  the  migration  of  the  Parasitic  Jaeger  in  the  B.O.S.  Study  Area.  - 
Little  is  known  about  the  migration  of  jaegers  in  the  B.O.S.  Study  Area.  Prior  to 
the  observations  described  below,  the  occurrences  of  jaegers  were  sporadic  and 
mostly  of  single  birds  at  scattered  localities.  Opportunities  for  correlation  of 
flight  direction,  altitude,  weather  conditions,  etc.  have  been  few  in  the  past. 

On  the  afternoon  of  September  2,  1962,  between  12:30  and  4:00  P.M.,  Richard 
C.  Rosche  and  the  writer  made  a  series  of  observations  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake 
Ontario  at  Grimsby  Beach,  Ontario  which  seem  to  conclusively  show  that  jaegers 
have  a  definite  migratory  pattern  in  our  area.  The  weather  conditions  on  this 
date  are  important  and  may  have  been  a  deciding  factor  in  such  a  migration.  The 
temperature  during  the  period  of  observation  was  76  degrees,  nine  degrees  above 
the  normal  for  this  date.  There  was  no  precipitation  during  an  13  hour  period 
including  the  hours  of  observation.  The  wind  was  N30E  to  N65E  at  a  velocity  of 
six  to  ten  miles  per  hour.  Visibility  was  extremely  good  (at  least  ten  miles). 

The  weather  was  dominated  by  a  high  pressure  system  and  dry  Pacific  air. 

The  above  weather  conditions  proved  conducive  to  the  migration  of  a  number 
of  species  including  Ring-billed  Gulls  (Larus  delawarensis) ,  considerable  numbers 
of  which  were  passing  from  west  to  east  along  the  shore.  Whether  or  not  the 
jaegers  were  migrating  with  the  gulls  is  a  matter  for  speculation  but  it  should 
be  considered. 

At  approximately  1:00  P.M.  a  Parasitic  Jaeger  (Stercorarius  parasiticus) 
was  noted  flying  from  west  to  east  approximately  300-400  yards  offshore.  As  this 
individual  reached  a  point  almost  due  north  of  us  it  began  to  circle  on  set 
wimgs,  obviously  gaining  altitude.  At  this  time  a  second  jaeger  of  the  same 
species  was  noted  in  company  with  the  first  bird.  Its  flight  direction  was  not 
seten  as  it  was  not  observed  until  circling  with  the  first  bird.  The  birds  continued 
circling,  gradually  gaining  altitude,  until  they  were  at  what  appeared  to  be  about 
75  yards  above  the  water.  At  this  time  both  birds  headed  in  a  southerly 
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direction  and  proceded  directly  towards  us,  losing  altitude  at  this  time.  When 
they  reached  the  shore  they  were  directly  over  our  heads,  having  descended  to 
about  40  yards  above  the  water.  Once  over  land  they  seemed  to  gain  altitude  again 
and  continued  circling  in  a  hawk-like  planner  as  they  proceeded  in  a  south-southwest 
direction  over  land  as  if  heading  for  Lake  Erie  via  a  route  across  the  Ontario 
Peninsula. 

The  third  individual  Parasitic  Jaeger  was  noted  flying  from  east-northeast 
and  going  in  a  west-southwest  direction  about  one-half  mile  offshore.  When  the 
bird  reached  a  point  approximately  one-fourth  mile  away  from  us  to  the  east-north¬ 
east,  it  suddenly  changed  its  course  to  a  south-southeast  direction  and  continued 
in  this  direction  until  it  reached  the  shore  and  continued  out  of  sight  over  land. 
The  bird  passed  over  land  at  a  point  about  one-fourth  mile  east  of  Grimsby  Beach. 
The  change  of  flight  direction  from  west- southwest  to  south-southeast  was  made 
without  apparent  orientation  by  circling  or  other  means. 

The  fourth  ana  last  individual  was  first  observed  flying  from  west  to  east, 
paralleling  the  shoreline,  less  than  100  yards  distant.  When  it  reached  a  point 
approximately  100  yards  to  the  east  of  us  it  circled  twice  and  took  up  a  course 
of  south-southwest,  passed  over  our  heads  and  headed  inland.  After  continuing  in 
this  direction  for  one-fourth  mile  or  slightly  more,  the  bird  approached  a  group  of 
Ring-billed  Gulls  that  were  flying  north-northwest  toward  the  lake.  Again  the 
jaeger  circled  and  followed  the  gulls  until  all  went  out  of  sight. 

The  combination  of  the  above  data  seems  to  indicate  that  the  jaegers  migrate 
from  Lake  Ontario  to  Lake  Erie  via  an  overland  route  across  the  Ontario  Peninsula. 
It  seems  probable  that  these  birds,  upon  reaching  the  western  end  of  Lake 
Ontario,  must  orient  themselves  in  some  manner  before  continuing  their  migration. 

On  a  day  of  excellent  visibility  the  birds  can  undoubtedly  ,  at  a  reasonable 
height,  see  Lake  Erie  from  Lake  Ontario  and  thus  take  the  shortest  route  to  that 
body  of  water  -  directly  across  land.  Thus,  we  observe  birds  circling,  gaining 
altitude  in  general,  establishing  their  position  in  relation  to  the  position  in 
which  they  wish  to  travel,  and  then  moving  inland  toward  their  sighted  goal. 

A  few  comments  on  the  behavior  of  these  individuals  seem  appropriate.  The 
characteristic  aggressiveness  attributed  to  this  species  was  not  noted  in  any  of 
these  birds.  None  of  them  were  seen  chasing  gulls,  terns,  or  otherwise  obtaining 
food.  This  factor  also  seems  to  indicate  that  these  birds  were  strictly 
migratory  individuals  engaging  in  a  diurnal  passage  through  the  Great  Lakes.  - 
Kenneth  P.  Able,  76  Sterling  Road,  Hamburg,  New  York. 


NOTES  AND  NEWS 


Increase  in  Subscription  Price;  With  the  continuous  rising  cost  of  paper, 
postage  and  all  other  supplies,  The  Prothonotary  has  been  operating  in  the  red 
for  the  past  several  years.  In  order  to  continue  publishing  The  Prothonotary  on 
a  financially  sound  basis  in  the  future,  the  B.O.S.  Council  voted  on  October  14  > 
1962  to  increase  the  price  of  the  annual  subscription  from  $1.00  to  $1.50.  The 
increase  is  effective  immediately.  We  hope  that  our  subscribers  will  understand 
why  this  is  necessary  and  we  hope  that  they  will  continue  to  support  our 
publication  as  they  have  in  the  past.  -  Editor 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  8:00 
P.M.  from  September  through  June  inclusive. 

Nov.  14  -  "Birds  of  Iceland",  Illustrated.  Speaker,  Miss  Ruth  Olson  of  the  Jamestown 
Audubon  Society.  Miss  Olson  spent  the  month  of  August  this  year  in 
Iceland  where  she  spent  much  of  her  time  photographing  and  studying  birds. 
This  should  be  a  very  interesting  program.  Bring  your  friends. 

Nov.  28  -  No  Meeting 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

It  is  imperative  that  those  needing  transportation  contact  the  leader 
before  the  trip  so  that  places  can  be  provided  for  them. 

Nov.  18  -  Niagara  River.  Leader,  Edward  L.  Seeber  (TT  5-2058). 
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DEC  -  6  1962 

Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Soaiety,  Inc. 


Buffalo ,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


October  was  mostly  mild,  with  the  average  temperature  seven-tenths  of  a 
degrees  above  noriiial.  In  general  the  temperature  was  unusually  high  during  all  of 
the  first  twenty  days  and  below  normal  during  the  last  eleven.  On  the  26th  and 
27th  a  major  snowfall  left  a  two  inch  layer  on  Buffalo  -  the  deepest  October  snow 
here  since  1925  -  ana  up  to  15  inches  south  of  the  city.  Precipitation  for  the 
month,  1.9  inches,  was  only  63%  of  the  October  mean. 

Warblers  in  general  left  somewhat  early  this  fall,  with  the  result  that 
fewer  than  usual  were  seen  in  October,  There  were  a  numoer  of  exceptionally  late 
swallow  records  from  the  vicinity  of  the  bridge  across  the  Grand  River  at 
Dunnville,  Ontario.  Perhaps  the  explanation  for  the  apparent  lateness  of  these 
records  is  that  in  previous  years  we  have  not  visited  this  particular  spot  during 
October,  and  therefore  have  missed  any  late  swallows  that  may  have  been  staying 
there.  Until  this  summer  and  fall  we  have  had  to  pass  there  on  the  way  to  the 
recently  discovered  good  birding  at  Grant  Point. 

The  most  unusual  birds  observed  during  the  month  were  undoubtedly  the 
Golden  Eagle,  Sabine's  Gull,  and  Dickcissels.  -  Harold  H,  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum 
of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961),  has  been  received  and  placed  in 
the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 

Common  Egret  Oct.  5L  2  Oak  Orchard  GMA  Rosche 

American  Bittern  "  20L  1  Stromness,  Ont.  Able,  Rosche 

Mute  Swan  "  16  1  Boston  Bourne 
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Vol.  23,  No.  11  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con't) 


"Whistling  Swan 

Oct . 

16F 

1 

Lyndonville 

Axtell,  Smith 

Gadwall 

it 

21 

2 

Buckhorn  Island  St.  Park 

Klabundes,  Ulrichs 

Blue-winged  Teal 

tt 

28L 

1 

Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Able,  Rosche 

Shoveler 

ii 

5F 

8 

Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Rosche 

Ring-necked  Duck 

it 

5F,28 

1,5 

Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Rosche,  Able 

Canvasback 

ii 

22F 

2 

Bear  Lake 

Buck,  Bates 

ii 

28 

2 

Yates 

Able,  Rosche 

Greater  Scaup 

ii 

12  10000 

McHab ,  Ont. 

Able  et  al 

Old squaw 

it 

3F 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Clark 

White-winged  Scoter  ” 

3F 

1 

Crystal  Beach,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Clark 

ii 

6 

6 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Surf  Scoter 

ti 

21F 

5 

Bayview 

Bourne 

ti 

21F 

7 

Niagara -on-th e-Lake,  Ont 

.Able,  Rosche 

ii 

2  IF 

2 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

27 

1 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Common  Scoter 

n 

26F,27 

4 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

Able  et  al 

Ruddy  Duck 

ti 

11F 

1 

Eden 

Bourne 

ti 

22 

8 

Bear  Lake 

Buck,  Bates 

it 

25 

3 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Hooded  Merganser 

it 

5F 

6 

Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Rosche 

it 

21 

2 

Buckhorn  Island  St.  Park 

Klabundes,  Ulrichs 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

it 

3 

1 

Eden 

Bourne 

it 

3 

7 

over  Pt.  Abino,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Clark 

it 

6 

1 

Bertiw  Township,  Ont. 

Able 

it 

7 

2 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells  et  al 

ii 

10 

4 

Crescent  Beach  to  Yacht 

Schaffner,  Clark 

Harbor,  Ont. 

Cooper's  Hawk 

it 

18 

1 

Allegany  State  Park 

Brockner 

Rea-tailed  Hawk 

it 

10 

4 

Crescent  Beach  to  Yacht 

Schaffner,  Clark 

Harbor,  Ont. 

n 

21 

9 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

Oct. 

16L 

1 

Boston 

Bourne 

Rough-1.  Hawk 

Oct. 

24 

1 

Lockport 

Rosche 

it 

28 

1 

Oak  Orchard  GMA 

McKales 

■^Golden  Eagle 

n 

18 

1 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

Able 

( immature ) 

Marsh  Hawk 

it 

10 

2 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Osprey 

ii 

12 

1 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

American  Coot 

ti 

21 

2 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ti 

22 

4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Buck,  Bates 

it 

22 

5 

Stromness,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Golden  Plover 

it 

21 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

Knot 

ii 

20 

1 

Grant  Point,  Ont, 

Able,  Rosche 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

ii 

20L 

1 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Wh.-r.  Sandpiper 

it 

3 

8 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Clark 

it 

3 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Clark 

ti 

3 

3 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont, 

Schaffner,  Clark 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

it 

3 

1 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont, 

Schaffner 

ii 

5 

3 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Axtell,  Cogge shall 

Least  Sandpiper 

ii 

20L 

1 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

*Red  Phalarope 

it 

12 

1 

Buckhorn  Island  St.  Park 

Rosche 

it 

27 

1 

Bayview 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

27 

1 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

Bonaparte ’ s  Gull 

it 

27,28 

3000 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

(114) 
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Vol.  2S,  No.  11  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con't) 


Little  Gull 

Oct. 

27 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

u 

28 

1 

Lewiston 

Able,  Rosche 

* Sabine* s  Gull 

n 

21 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

Forster's  Tern 

ii 

12 

1 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Black  Tern 

it 

3 

7 

Fort  Erie,  Ont, 

Schaffner 

ii 

3 

1 

Crystal  Beach,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Clark 

Yellow-b .  Cuckoo 

ii 

7L 

1 

TV  Tower,  Town  of  Colden 

Able 

Saw- whet  Owl 

ii 

25F 

1 

Kenmore 

Axtell 

Common  Nighthawk 

it 

1 

1 

over  Wanakah 

Able 

ii 

3 

1 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Clark 

it 

3 

1 

Dunnville,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Clark 

it 

3 

4 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Clark 

Pileated  Woodpecks 

r  " 

22 

5 

Brocton 

Buck,  Bates 

Red-b0  Woodpecker 

it 

25 

1 

Batavia 

Buck! and 

Red-h.  Woodpecker 

it 

20 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ii 

22 

1 

Brocton 

Buck,  Bates 

it 

27 

4 

Fort  Niagara 

Klabundes 

*Bl.-b.  Three-t. 

ii 

28 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Woodpecker 

Eastern  Kingbird 

Oct  a 

13L 

1 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Coggeshall 

Eastern  Phoebe 

Oct. 

28L 

1 

Oak  Orchard  GMA 

McKales 

Y.-b.  Flycatcher 

Oct. 

10L 

1 

TV  Tower,  Town  of  Colden 

Rosche 

E.  Wood  Pewee 

Oct. 

3L 

1 

Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

II 

3L 

1 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Tree  Swallow 

II 

** 

1500 

Dunn vill e ,  Ont , 

Schaffner,  Clark 

It 

s 

1000 

Dunnville,  Ont. 

Axtell,  Coggeshall 

II 

6 

1200 

Dunnville,  Ont, 

Able,  Rosche 

It 

14 

250 

Dunnville ,  Ont . 

Able,  Rosche 

Oct. 

27L 

4 

Mohawk  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

Oct. 

27L 

9 

Dunnville,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

Bank  Swallow 

Oct. 

5L 

Dunnville ,  Ont . 

Axtell,  Coggeshall 

Rough-w.  Swallow 

Oct. 

3 

6 

Chippawa,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Clark 

it 

5L 

4 

Dunnville ,  Ont . 

Axtell,  Coggeshall 

Earn  Swallow 

it 

5 

5 

Dunnville ,  Ont . 

Axtell,  Coggeshall 

Oct. 

27 

3 

Dunnville ,  Ont . 

Cliff  Swallow 

Oct, 

5 

4 

Dunnville ,  Ont . 

Axtell,  Coggeshall 

Oct. 

Tl 

5 

Dunnville ,  Ont . 

Rosche,  Able 

Oct. 

6L 

1 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

Tufted  Titmouse 

Oct. 

20 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ii 

28 

1 

Brocton 

Buck,  Bates 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

ti 

1 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

it 

9-11 

1 

Eggertsville 

McKales 

it 

27 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

House  Wren 

it 

20L 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

L  •  -b .  Marsh  Wren 

ii 

20L 

5 

Stromness,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Catbird 

it 

27L 

1 

Fort  Niagara 

Klabundes 

Brown  Thrasher 

ii 

22 

1 

Brocton 

Buck,  Bates 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

ii 

10L 

2 

TV  Tower,  Town  of  Colden 

Rosche 

Eastern  Bluebird 

ii 

1 

5 

Sardinia 

Brockner 

it 

10 

1 

Colden 

Rosche 

it 

16 

3 

Langford 

Bourne 

it 

21 

2 

West  Clarksville 

von  Arnims 

it 

21 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ii 

25 

2 

Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Freitag,  Rathbun 

it 

26 

200 

Brocton 

Buck,  Bates 
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Vol.  28,  No*  11  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con't) 


Eastern  Bluebird 

Oct. 

27L 

5 

Four  Mile  Creek  St.  Park 

Klabundes 

Northern  Shrike 

M 

21F,28 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

II 

27 

1 

Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

II 

10L 

8 

TV  Tower,  Tom  of  Colden 

Rosche 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

It 

2 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

II 

7L 

1 

TV  Tower,  Tom  of  Colden 

Able 

Blff-%-wh.  Warbler 

It 

8L 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

Tennessee  Warbler 

Oct. 

27L 

1 

Mohawk  Point,  Onti 

Able,  Rosche 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

Oct. 

6 

1 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Able 

Oct. 

27L 

1 

Fort  Niagara 

Klabundes 

Parula  Warbler 

Oct. 

10L 

1 

TV  Tower,  Tom  of  Colden 

Rosche 

Cape  May  Warbler 

ii 

10L 

1 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Bl.-t,  Blue  Warbler  " 

7L 

1 

TV  Tower,  Tom  of  Colden 

Able 

Bay—br.  Warbler 

ii 

7L 

1 

TV  Tower,  Tom  of  Colden 

Able 

it 

7L 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Ovenbird 

ti 

10L 

1 

TV  Tower,  Tom  of  Colden 

Rosche 

No.  Waterthrush 

ii 

10L 

1 

TV  Tower,  Town  of  Colden 

Rosche 

Connecticut  Warbler  11 

3 

1 

Eden 

Bourne 

ti 

7L 

1 

TV  Tower,  Tom  of  Colden 

Able 

Mourning  Warbler 

Oct. 

7L 

1 

TV  Tower,  Tom  of  Colden 

Able 

Yellowthroat 

Oct. 

27L 

1 

Four  Mile  Creek  St.  Park 

Klabundes 

Hooded  Warbler 

Oct. 

7L 

1 

TV  Tower,  Town  of  Colden 

Able 

Wilson* s  Warbler 

Oct. 

10L 

1 

TV  Tower,  Town  of  Colden 

Rosche 

American  Redstart 

it 

15L 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

Bobolink 

Oct. 

7L 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Common  Grackle 

Oct, 

19  10000 

Allegany  State  Park 

Brockner 

Scarlet  Tanager 

ii 

10L 

1 

TV  Tower,  Tom  of  Colden 

Rosche 

Indigo  Bunting 

ti 

oL 

1 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

*Dickcissel 

ti 

6,7 

2,1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells  et  al 

Pine  Siskin 

ii 

13F,28 

32,3 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ii 

24,25 

3 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

ti 

28 

170 

Pt»  Breeze  to  Wilson 

Able,  Rosche 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

it 

2.1L 

1 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Savannah  Sparrow 

ii 

22L 

5 

Stromness,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Grasshopper  Spa. 

Oct. 

6L 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

*Sharp-t.  Sparrow 

Oct. 

22 

1 

Stromness,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

Oregon  Junco 

it 

20F 

2 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Tree  Sparrow 

II 

13  F 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Chipping  Sparrow 

It 

28L 

2 

Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Able,  Rosche 

Fox  Sparrow 

II 

6F-31 

1-3 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Lincoln's  Sparrow 

II 

1-6,7 

3,1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

II 

6 

1 

^thol  Springs 

Bourne 

11 

10L 

2 

TV  Tower,  Tom  of  Colden 

Rosche 

Snow  Bunting 

tl 

25F 

2 

Hamburg  Tom  Park 

Bourne 

It 

27 

25 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont, 

Able,  Rosche 

Species,  subspecies  and 

hybrids 

previously  recorded: 

272 

Additional  specie s. 
Total  for  1962: 

subspecies 

and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  6 

27  8 

Addenda  to  1962  Records: 

Veery  Sept  *  29L  2  TV  Tower,  Tom  of  Colden  Rosche,  Able 

Mourning  Warbler  Sept  *  27  1  TV  Tower,  Town  of  Colden  Able,  Rosche 
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Vol.  28,  No.  11 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 
Report  of  the  October  Bird  Count 

Date:  October  14,  1962 


Weather  Conditions:  The  day  as  a  whole  was  considered  by  all  as  pleasant. 
The  early  morning  was  overcast  with  temperatures  generally  in  the  mid  forties 
down  to  light  frost  in  the  southern  territories.  Most  areas  reported  clear 
weather  by  noon  with  temperatures  rising  as  high  as  the  mid  seventies.  The 
westerly  winds  were  generally  reported  under  10  miles  per  hour. 


Species  Recorded:  Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  division  numbers  where 
the  species  was  observed  when  it  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  divisions. 


Loons  -  Mergansers: 

Common  Loon 
Red-necked  Grebe 
Horned  Grebe 
Pied-billed  Grebe 
Great  Blue  Heron 
Green  Heron 
Black-cr.  Night  Heron 
American  Bittern 
Canada  Goose 
Mallard 
Black  Duck 
Gadwall 
Pintail 

Green-winged  Teal 
Vulture  -  Rails: 


Turkey  Vulture 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk 
Cooper1 s  Hawk 
Red-tailed  Hawk 
Red-shouldered  Hawk 
Rough-legged  Hawk 
Bald  Eagle 
Marsh  Hawk 

Plovers  -  Terns: 


Semipaimated  Plover 
Killdeer 

Am.  Golden  Plover 
Black-bellied  Plover 
American  Woodcock 
Common  Snipe 
Spotted  Sandpiper 
Solitary  Sandpiper 
Grester  Yellowlegs 
Lesser  Yellowlegs 


2(2,3) 

Blue-winged  Teal 

22 

3(a) 

American  Widgeon 

81 

15(2,63.13) 

Shoveler 

2(5) 

44 

Wood  Duck 

56 

14 

Redhead 

1(2) 

2(16,23) 

Ring-necked  Duck 

K9) 

1(20) 

Greater  Scaup 

4005(2,3) 

2  (1,24) 

Lesser  Scaup 

9(13,26) 

616 

Old squaw 

190(2) 

455 

White-winged  Scoter 

67(2,3,6) 

378 

Ruddy  Duck 

1(6) 

3(13) 

Hooded  Merganser 

10(13,26) 

27 

Common  Merganser 

2(1) 

18(2,6,27) 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

9 

11 

Osprey 

2(13,22) 

2(8,20) 

Pigeon  Hawk 

1(1) 

4 

Sparrow  Hawk 

16 

36 

Ruffed  Grouse 

21 

12 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

118 

3(13,19) 

Common  Gallinule 

2(7) 

1(21) 

9 

American  Coot 

4(9) 

1(6) 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

4(2,6,14) 

439 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

5(6,7) 

19(6,8) 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

1(6) 

86 

Least  Sandpiper 

3(3) 

4 

Dunlin 

292 

11 

Semipaimated  Sandpiper 

20(6,7,8) 

1(12) 

Sanderling 

195 

1(13) 

Gr.  Black-backed  Gull 

10 

7(6,9,18) 

Herring  Gull 

1072 

7(6,13,14) 

Ring-billed  Gull 

6597 
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Vol.  28,  No.  11  -  October  Bird  Count  (con’t) 

Bonaparte 1 s  Gull  644 

Little  Gull  1(11)  Common  Tern  75 

Doves  -  Swallows: 


Rock  Dove 

150 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

4(13) 

Mourning  Dove 

74 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

7(3,18) 

Screech  Owl 

6 

Yellow-bel.  Sapsucker 

9 

Great  Horned  Owl 

2(8,13) 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

29 

Barred  Owl 

2(25) 

Downy  Woodpecker 

130 

Common  Nighthawk 

1(20) 

Eastern  Phoebe 

12 

Belted  Kingfisher 

27 

H.Lark  (B.a.praticola) 

35 

Yellow-sh.  Flicker 

59 

Purple  Martin 

1(6) 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

8 

Jays  -  Starling: 

Blue  Jay 

429 

Robin 

1813 

Common  Cro w 

1535 

Wood  Thrush 

9(11,28) 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

546 

Hermit  Thrush 

21 

Tufted  Titmouse 

4(20,21,28) 

Swainson 1 s  Thrush 

5(3,6,12) 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

103 

Eastern  Bluebird 

S3 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

4(3,20) 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

287 

Brown  Creeper 

27 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

207 

House  Wren 

1(21) 

Water  Pipit 

26(6,7,13) 

Winter  Wren 

11 

Cedar  Waxwing 

246 

Long-b.  Marsh  Wren 

3(6,7,18) 

Starling  77,914 

Catbird 

11 

V ire os  -  Warblers: 

Solitary  Vireo 

1(25) 

Chestnut- sided  Warbler 

2(8) 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

2(3,6) 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

1(14) 

Nashville  Warbler 

2(8,21) 

Palm  Warbler 

2(6,7) 

Magnolia  Warbler 

10 

Yellowthroat 

1(6) 

Myrtle  Warbler 

557 

American  Redstart 

1(18) 

Black-thr.  Green  Warbler  2(6,16) 

House  Sparrow  -  Fringillids: 

House  Sparrow 

4479 

Savannah  Sparrow 

40 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

362 

Vesper  Sparrow 

185 

Red-winged  Blackbird  17,165 

Slate-colored  Junco 

997 

Rusty  Blackbird 

804 

Tree  Sparrow 

11 

Common  Grackle 

2366 

Chipping  Sparrow 

71 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

1366 

Field  Sparrow 

40 

Cardinal 

86 

White- crowned  Sparrow 

81 

Purple  Finch 

17 

Whit e-throat ed  Sparrow 

717 

Pine  Siskin 

25(2,3,8) 

Fox  Sparrow 

8 

American  Goldfinch 

717 

Swamp  Sparrow 

22 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

27 

Song  Sparrow 

550 

Miscellaneous:  Unidentified  ducks,  50;  unidentified  blackbirds,  2000.  GRAND 
TOTAL:  137  species;  130,331  individuals. 
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Vol.  28>  No.  11  -  October  Bird  Count  (con’t) 


Comments  and  Comparisons:  Except  for  two  firsts,  the  count  showed  an 
unusual  number  of  normal  observations,  this  in  spite  that  the  total  was  third 
highest  of  all  October  counts. 

Loons  -  Mergansers:  Horned  Grebe  and  the  herons  were  very  low  continuing  the 
trend  of  the  last  several  years  for  these  species.  Generally  the  number  of 
ducks  was  normal  except  Redheads.  American  Widgeon  numbers  were  near  the  all 
time  low.  Canvasbacks  were  not  recorded. 

Vulture  -  Rails:  Most  hawks  were  seen  in  larger  numbers  than  usual.  However, 
the  Marsh  Hawk  and  Sparrow  Hawk  were  below  their  previous  lows.  Possibly  the 
most  significant  figure  in  the  entire  census  is  the  3.ow  count  for  American  Coot. 
Only  four  were  observed  compared  with  an  average  figure  of  over  300  for  the  past 
t  en  years. 

Plovers  -  Terns:  Four  of  the  shorebirds  were  reported  in  larger  numbers  than 
at  any  other  time  than  in  the  past  ten  years  -  Black-bellied  Plover,  Dunlin, 
Semipalmated  Sandpiper  and  Sanderling. 

Doves  -  Swallows:  Woodpeckers  were  more  numerous  than  usual;  The  group  of 
Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  at  Batavia  showed  an  all  time  high  of  four.  The 
Red— headed  Woodpecker  appears  to  be  reestablished  at  Lakewood  near  Youngstwon 
which  accounts  for  their  count  equaling  the  all  time  high.  One  Purple  Martin 
was  the  only  swallow  reported.  This  is  the  second  count  in  the  past  ten  years 
when  no  Tree  Swallow  was  seen.  This  is  more  in  line  with  the  pattern  set 
during  the  first  15  years  of  the  October  Bird  Count. 

Jays  -  Starling:  The  Starling  numbers  were  swelled  by  the  large  roost  (50,000) 
reported  from  Sectional  Division  23. 

Vireos  -  Warblers:  The  report  of  one  Solitary  Vireo  follows  the  normal  pattern 
for  vireos  while  the  ten  species. of  warblers  also  must  be  considered  average. 

House  Sparrow  -  Fringillids:  The  blackbirds  were  present  in  above  average 
numbers  in  line  with  the  pattern  set  for  the  past  few  years.  The  number  of 
Cardinals  is  the  second  highest  count.  All  other  species  in  this  group 
showed  no  significant  deviation  from  the  average  of  the  past  ten  years. 


Sectional  Divisions  and  Observers:  The  following  divisions  are  those 
defined  by  the  map  "Sectional  Divisions  of  the  Territory  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society"  (1956).  The  list  gives  the  number  of  each  division 
and  the  name  of  a  place  located  in  that  division.  Underlined  names  denote  the 
individuals  or  group  responsible  for  the  coverage  of  each  division.  25  -of  the 
28  sectional  divisions  were  covered  by  a  total  of  above  95  observers. 


1.  Fonthill,  Ont. 

2.  Thorold,  Ont. 

3.  Wilson,  N.Y. 

4.  Middleport,  N.Y. 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  N.Y. 

6.  Port  Maitland,  Ont. 


-  Mr.  Fred  Salisbury 

-  Mr.  Whitney  Mai jam,  Mr.  Richard  Brownstein,  Mr. 
Adrian  Dorst 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde 

-  partial  coverage 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  Astrid  Kodric 

-  Mr.  Bernard  Nathan,  Mr.  James  Braunberns,  Miss 
Mary  Louise  Emerson,  Mss  Marjorie  Emerson 
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7.  Lowbanks,  Ont. 

8.  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

9.  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 

10.  Akron,  N.Y. 

11.  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

12.  Lancaster,  N.Y. 

13-  Batavia,  N.Y. 


14.  Hamburg,  N.Y. 

15.  Java,  N.Y. 
lb.  Angola,  N.Y. 

17.  Cattaraugus,  N.Y. 

18.  Delevan,  N.Y. 

19.  Fillmore,  N.Y. 

20.  Dunkirk,  N.Y. 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  N.Y. 


22.  Sherman,  N.Y. 


23.  Frewsburg,  N.Y. 


24.  Allegany  Park,  N.Y. 


25.  Allegany,  N.Y. 

26.  Cuba,  N.Y. 

27.  Bolivar,  N.Y. 


28.  Alfred,  N.Y. 


-  Mr.  Edward  L.  Seeber 

-  Mrs.  Theodora  Samuels.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  H.  Axtell 

-  Mr.  John  K,  McCormick,  Mr.  Edwin  Mabbette 

-  not  covered 

-  Dr.  Arthur  Freitag 

-  Miss  Marie  Wendling,  Miss  Margaret  Wendling,  Mrs. 
Dorothy  Danner 

-  Mrs.  Q.L.  Pixley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  Annabal,  Mr. 
George  Buckland,  Mr.  George  Mahaney,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Max  Mason,  Mr,  David  Thompson,  Mr.  Don  Thureau 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Bacon,  Mrs.  Cordelia  Ramsdell  and 
class  members 

-  not  covered 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Stevenson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard 
McKale,  Mrs.  Alice  O’ Shaughenessy 

-  not  covered 

-  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Thomas  L.  Bourne,  Mrs.  R.  William 
Ro Chester 

-  Mr.  Harold  Freund 

-  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  F«  Stanley.  Miss  Theresa 
Schober,  Dr.  Allan  Benton 

-  Jamestown  Audubon  Society;  Mrs.  Warren  Bush,  fir.  and 
Mrs.  Alvin  Hoag,  Mrs.  Pauline  Mcllvain,  Miss  Deborah 
Mcllvain,  Mr.  and  firs.  Patchen,  Miss  Charlotte 
Peltier,  Firs.  Russell  Pillsbury,  Miss  Martha  Smith, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Swanson,  Mr.  Sidney  Taylor,  Mrs. 
Laura  Waterman,  Miss  Rose  Whitaker 

-  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert 
Burgeson,  Mrs.  Victor  Gastol,  Miss  Mabel  Lawson,  Mr. 
George  Nelms,  Mr.  Claude  Parker,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James 
Potter 

-  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Mr*  Clarence  Beal,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Allen  Findley,  Mrs.  Russell  Pillsbury,  Mr. 

Norman  Pillsbury 

-  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Miss  Ruth  Ahrens,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Feldhusen,  Miss  Annabelle  Hiller,  Mrs. 
Russell  Pillsbury 

-  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen  W.  Eaton 

-  Mr.  Fred  Meyer,  Mr,  Lawrence  Meyer 

-  Mrs.  Florence  T.  Maddren,  Mrs.  Carlton  Baker,  Mrs. 
Carl  Burdick,  Mrs.  Krueger,  Mrs.  Bror  Larson, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henning  von  Arnim 

-  Mrs.  Florence  T«  Maddren,  Mr,  John  Boyd,  Mr.  Paul 
Davies,  Mr.  Charles  Hyde,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter 
McMurtry 


Thanks  are  due  all  our  members  and  friends  who  participated  so  whole 
heartedly  in  this  Count.  We  wish  to  thank,  in  particular,  our  friends  in  the 
outlying  areas  -  Batavia,  Jamestown,  Olean,  Wellsville  and  West  Clarksville  - 
without  whose  cooperation  and  support  our  coverage  would  be  less  complete  and  of 
far  less  interest  and  value.  -  Walter  Klabunae,  4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  N.Y. 
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NOTES  AND  NEWS 


Life  Histories  of  North  American  Birds:  Since  the  announcement  made  in 
the  September  issue  of  The  Prothonotary  (page  100),  Dover  Publications,  Inc., 
has  reprinted  four  additional  volumes  of  Bents  Life  History  Studies.  Now 
available,  in  addition  to  the  two  volumes  on  Birds  of  Prey,  are  two  volumes  on 
Shore  Birds  and  two  volumes  on  Wild  Fowl.  -  Editor. 


Wilson  Ornithological  Society  Annual  Meeting:  May  2-5*  1963  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina.  There  is  a  possibility  of  being  able  to  see  and  study  one  of 
the  rarest  North  American  songbirds  -  Bachman’s  Ttfarbler.  -  Editor. 

Sanctuary  for  Bald  Eagles:  More  than  a  half  million  acres  of  ranch  lands 
in  the  Kissimmee  Prairie  region  of  south  central  Florida  have  been  formed  into  a 
Bald  Eagle  sanctuary.  Fifty-four  landowners  who  control  acreage  from  near 
Kissimmee  to  the  northwestern  shore  of  Lake  Okeechobee  have  signed  cooperative 
agreements  with  the  Florida  Audubon  Society.  They  have  agreed  to  safeguard,  to 
the  best  of  their  abilities,  all  Bald  Eagles  and  eagle  nests  from  shooting, 
nest  robbing  and  other  forms  of  persecution.  They  will  also  undertake  to  protect 
eagle  nests  on  their  lands  from  removal  and  from  fire,  and  to  leave  enough  tall 
trees,  when  clearing  land,  to  provide  future  nesting  sites  for  the  great  birds. 
(From  the  Texas  Ornithological  Society  Newsletter,  Vol.  X,  No.  10,  p.  ll). 


*  x-  -x-  x-  x 


■X-  -X- 


\f  \t  \t 

K  7f  “K 


yc  -f\  y\  ->\ 


A!- 


\/  _>/  \t  \/  \/^  w  \(,  \/_  St  A/  \t_  jw  JM. 

/V  A  /\  ts  /\  7\  /f  V\  7\  /\  7\  A  t\  fC  f\  7\ 


NEW  B.O.S.  GRAPEVINE 

Will  those  regular  members  wishing  to  participate  in  the  new  B.O.S. 
grapevine  please  telephone  Mrs.  William  Able  (NA  7-5636)  or  complete  and  return 
this  coupon  to  her  by  December  15;  1962? 

Only  those  who  contact  the  Committee  Chairman  by  DECEMBER  15.  1962 
will  be  included  in  the  new  grapevine  system. 


TO:  Mrs.  WWJLliam  Able 
76  Sterling  Road 
Hamburg,  New  York 

I  wish  to  participate  in  the  new  B.O.S.  grapevine. 


Name  _ 

Address  _ 

Telephone  Number 


X  -x-  *  *  -x-  -x-  -x-  -x-  -X-  -x-  -x-  x-  X-  X-  X-  X  X-  X-  X-  X-  X-  X-  X  x-  x-  X  x-  X-  X  x-  x-  x-  X  X-  X  X  X  X  X 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherv/ise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  8:00 
P.M.  from  September  through  June  inclusive. 


December  12  -  MThe  Evening  Grosbeak”.  Speaker,  Edward  C.  Ulrich.  Plans  for  the 

Thirty-fourth  Annual  Christmas  Bird  Count  by  Marie  and  Margaret 
W endling . 


December  26  -  No  meeting 

January  9  -  Report  of  the  1962  AOU  meeting  and  "Birding  in  Mexico”.  Speaker, 

Harold  D.  Mitchell.  Report  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Annual  Christmas 
Bird  Count  by  Marie  and  Margaret  Wendling. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


December  8 


Ontario  Plain.  Meet  8:00  A.M.  at  University  Plaza,  Buffalo.  Leader, 
James  Braunberns  (NA  7-2571). 
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Sunday,  December  23  * 

* 

THIRTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  CHRISTMAS  BIRD  COUNT  * 

* 

Leaders :  * 

Marie  and  Margaret  Wendling  * 


Save  this  day  for  the  B.O.S.  and  help  all  you  can l 
Many  enthusiastic  and  zealous  observers  are  needed 
to  comb  the  Christmas  Count  Territory  thoroughly. 


Won’t  you  contact  the  leaders  at  NF  2-6625? 
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■a 
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Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  fifth  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler,  Kenneth  P.  Able,  76  Sterling  Road,  Hamburg,  New  York. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  Mrs.  Edward  P*  Cummiskey,  1759  Hertel  Avenue, 

Buffalo  16,  New  York 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde, 

4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  New  York. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  New  York. 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo ,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

For  the  first  20  days  of  November  the  daily  temperatures  averaged  five 
degrees  above  normal.  The  last  week  of  the  month  was  a  period  of  Indian  Summer 
with  mild  temperatures,  light  winds,  and  bright  skies.  Precipitation  was  1.78 
inches,  which  is  1,82  inches  below  normal,,  This  came  mostly  during  two  occasions, 
a  heavy  rain  on  the  9-llth  and  two  to  six  inches  of  snow  on  the  17th. 

In  general,  the  gull  flight  was  disappointing.  The  numbers  of  Herring  and 
Ring-billed  Gulls  were  very  low,  and  there  were  few  gulls  of  any  kind  on  the  Upper 
Niagara  River  except  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Niagara  Falls.  The  flight  of 
northern  finches  and  grosbeaks  was  remarkably  poor,  in  fact  almost  non-existent 
except  for  Pine  Siskins  which  could  be  seen  almost  daily  in  small  to  moderate 
numbers.  Waterfowl  tended  to  be  late  departing  and  arriving;  relatively  few 
Canvasbacks  had  shown  up  by  the  end  of  the  month.  Rough-legged  Hawks  and  the 
migratory  species  of  owls  were  very  few. 

Although  the  above  mentioned  birds  usually  provide  the  major  portion  of  the 
interesting  birding  during  November,  and  in  spite  ef  their  exceptionally  poor 
showing  this  fall,  the  birding  in  fact  was  rather  good.  A  perusal  of  the 
Noteworthy  Records  shows  that  many  birds  stayed  later  than  usual;  this  tendency 
was  especially  striking  among  the  shorebirds.  An  impressive  flight  ef  Brant  was 
observed.  Although  coots  were  so  rare  in  October  as  to  arouse  comment  and  in  many 
localities  continued  scarce  in  November,  large  numbers  are  reported  from 
Chautauqua  Lake.  A  better  than  average  series  cf  reports  of  Red-headed  Woodpeckers 
gives  hope  for  the  continued  survival  of  this  species  in  our  areai  -  Harold  H. 
Axtellj  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
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Vol.  23,  No.  12  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con’t) 


New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961),  has  been  received  and  placed  in 
the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Loon 

Nov. 

24 

14 

ever  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

Axtells 

Red-thr.  Loon 

it 

3F 

1 

Yates 

Able,  Rosche 

Red-necked  Grebe 

u 

10P 

1 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

tt 

14L 

2 

Beab  Lake 

Schaffner 

Green  Heron 

Nov. 

3L 

1 

Bemus  Point 

Rew,  Olson 

Whistling  Swan 

Nov. 

20-22 

7 

Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Able,  Rosche  et  al 

tt 

26 

37 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Bates,  Buck 

-*Brant 

it 

3 

957 

Pt. Breeze  (Orleans  CO.) 

Able,  Rosche 

ti 

3 

125 

Shadigee 

Able,  Rosche 

Gadwall 

it 

3 

3 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Green-winged  Teal 

ii 

11 

46 

Buckhorn  Island  St. Park 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

(mejclmum  count  for  month  in  this  area) 

Nov, 

22 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Freitag 

American  Widgeon 

it 

28 

10 

Goat  Is., Niagara  Falls 

Schaffner 

u 

28 

45 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Shcveler 

it 

7L 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Schaffner 

Wood  Duck 

tt 

111 

1 

Crystal  Beach,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

Redhead 

n 

3 

9 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew, Rathbun, Buck  et  al 

it 

4 

2 

McNab,  Ont. 

Able 

it 

14 

5 

Chaut.  Lk.  at  Mayville 

Schaffner 

Ring-necked  Duck 

it 

3 

37 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew, Rathbun, Buck  et  al 

ti 

4 

2 

McNab,  Ont. 

Able 

it 

20 

1 

Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

Canvasback 

it 

3 

132 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew, Rathbun, Buck  et  al 

ii 

14 

75 

Chaut.  Lk.  at  Mayville 

Schaffner 

it 

23 

90 

Buckhorn  Island  St. Park 

Rosche,  Mrozek 

Bufflehead 

it 

14 

350 

Chaut.  Lk.  at  Mayville 

Schaffner 

King  Eider 

ii 

18F 

1 

Fort  Niagara 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

23 

1 

Fort  Niagara 

Rosche,  Mrozek 

White-w.  Scoter 

it 

2 

1 

Bear  Lake 

Bates,  Buck 

Ruddy  Duck 

it 

4 

5 

McNab,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

11 

40 

Bear  Lake 

Bates,  Buck 

Hooded  Merganser 

ii 

14 

113 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Schaffner 

ii 

18,19 

35 

Buckhorn  Island  St. Park 

Able,  Rosche 

•^Goshawk 

n 

14 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Cooper*  s  Hawk 

it 

3 

1 

Alden 

Mrozek 

ti 

21 

1 

Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

it 

25 

14 

Canadian  Shore  Lk.  Erie 

Resche 

Red-sh.  Hawk 

ii 

11L 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Rough-1.  Hawk 

ii 

5 

1 

Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

ii 

17 

1 

Grand  Island 

Rew  et  al 

Ruffed  Grouse 

it 

5 

35 

near  Canboro,  Ont. 

Dorst 

American  Coot 

ii 

3 

1200 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew, Rathbun, Buck  et  al 

ii 

7 

575 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Schaffner 

ii 

14 

500 

Chaut.  Lk.  at  Mayville 

Schaffner 

ti 

26 

30 

Chaut.  Lk.  at  Mayville 

Bates,  Buck 

Semipalm.  Plover 

Nov, 

4 

3 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

Nov. 

18L 

1 

Goat  Is., Niagara  Falls 

Rosche,  Able 

Am,  Golden  Plover 

Nov. 

5L 

1 

Fort  Erie ,  Ont . 

Schaffner 

Black-b.  Plover 

tt 

22L 

3 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

Nov. 

k 

1 

Crystal  Beach,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Nov. 

4.10L 

1 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 
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Amer.  Woodcock 

Nov. 

5L 

4  near  Canboro,  Ont. 

Dorst 

Common  Snipe 

u 

1 

2  Springville 

Thills 

Gr.  Yellowlegs 

n 

25L 

1  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Knot 

Nov. 

_ kh. 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

^Purple  Sandpiper 

Nov. 

10 

2  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

it 

25 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

D  unlin 

u 

5 

331  Erie  Beach  to  Grant 

Schaffner 

Point,  Ont. 

ti 

25 

20  Grant  Point,  Ont, 

Rosche 

Semi.  Sandpiper 

Nov. 

4L 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able 

Sanderling 

Nov. 

11L 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont, 

Thills 

Red  Phalarope 

ii 

4,1QL 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Glaucous  Gull 

ii 

19F 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Seeber  et  al 

ii 

29 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Freitag 

Bonaparte 1 s  Gull 

it 

23 

6000  Niagara  Falls  to  Fort 

Rosche,  Mrozek 

26 

Niagara 

ii 

3  Chautauqua  Lake 

Bates,  Buck 

Little  Gull 

ii 

3 

1  Lewiston 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

4 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

10 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

( immature ) 

Nov. 

11 

1  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

ii 

11 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Mrozek 

tt 

18 

1  Queenston,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Bart ram 

it 

23 

2  Niagara  Falls 

Rosche,  Mrozek 

tt 

23 

1  Fort  Niagara 

Rosche,  Mrozek 

tt 

26 

2  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Rosche 

*B1.-1.  Kittiwake 

ii 

23 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Mrozek 

Common  Tern 

ii 

7 

12  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Schaffner 

it 

10L 

2  La  Salle  Park,  Buffalo 

Mrozek 

Snowy  Owl 

ti 

3F 

1  Grand  Island 

Stevenson 

Long-eared  Owl 

ii 

11 

1  near  Fonthill,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Short-eared  Owl 

ti 

17 

8  Bedell  Rd., Grand  Island 

Rew  et  al 

ii 

24,25 

1  Como  Lake  Pk. , Lancaster 

Mrozek 

Saw-whet  Owl 

it 

5 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

P  Heated  Wdpkr. 

it 

6,7 

5,1  near  Canboro,  Ont. 

Dorst 

Red-b.  Woodpecker 

ii 

19 

1  Lockport 

Rosche 

Red-h,  Woodpecker 

n 

4 

1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Freitag 

it 

5 

2  near  Canboro,  Ont, 

Dorst 

ti 

11 

2  near  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

ti 

17 

4  Lakewood  Pk.-Ft.  Niagara 

Klabundes 

Yel.-b.Sapsucker 

ii 

10L 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Bl.-b.  Three-tf 

it 

19 

1  Lockport 

Rosche 

Woodpecker 

Hcrned  Lark 

it 

4F 

2  Tonawanda 

Freitag 

(E.a.alpestris) 

ii 

12 

4  Lockport 

Rosche 

it 

25 

4  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Barn  Swallow 

Nov, 

10L 

1  Dunnville,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

Tufted  Titmouse 

Nov. 

27 

2  Jamestown 

Bates,  Buck 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

tr 

4 

1  near  Cayuga,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ti 

12 

1  Wilson 

Wendlings,  Webster 

Carolina  Wren 

ti 

14 

1  Angola-on-the-Lake 

Schaffner 

Mockingbird 

it 

7 

1  Hamburg 

Mrs.  -able 

it 

25,28 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ii 

29 

1  Lewiston 

Klabunde 
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Catbird 

Nov . 

21,22L 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Heilborn 

Brown  Thrasher 

it 

5L 

1  Point  Ab5.no,  Ont. 

S chaff ner 

Eastern  Bluebird 

ti 

5L 

5  Point  Abinc,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

n 

5L 

1  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

it 

5L 

2  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Water  Pipit 

ti 

4L 

6-8  Crystal  Beach,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Cedar  Waxwing 

ti 

3 

400  Lake  Erie  State  Park 

Rew , Rathbun , Buck 

et 

al 

Northern  Shrike 

it 

1-30 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

3 

1  Bear  Lake 

Rew, Rathbun , Buck 

et 

al 

it 

11 

1  St.  Catherines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

it 

14 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Schaffner 

it 

29 

1  Beaver  Island  St,  Park 

Freitag 

Yellowthroat 

it 

16 

1  Hamburg 

Bacon 

it 

17 

1  Como  Lake  Pk. , Lancaster 

Mrozek 

Rusty  blackbird 

it 

7 

100  Mayville 

Schaffner 

it 

23 

1  Lockport 

Mrozek 

Pine  Siskin 

it 

2 

3  Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

2,16 

2,1  Eggertsville 

McKales 

it 

3 

17  Como  Lake  Pk. , Lancaster 

Mrozek 

it 

3 

55  over  Pt -Breeze(Orleans 

Able,  Rosche 

(County) 

it 

18 

87  Yrungst-wWn-Pt .  Breeze 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

23 

15  Wilson  Cemetery 

Rosche,  Mrozek 

it 

23 

10  Youngstown  Cemetery 

Klabunde 

it 

25 

1  Derby 

Bro ckner 

tt 

25 

10  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

tt 

30 

12  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Vesper  Sparrow 

tt 

6l 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Fex  Sparrow 

tt 

21-24L 

1  Eggertsville 

McKale s 

Lapland  Longspur 

it 

11F 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtell  et  al 

tt 

12 

15  Lockport 

Rosche 

Snow  Bunting 

tt 

5 

340  Waverly  Beach  to 

Schaffner 

Rockhouse  Point;  Ont. 


Species*  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded: 

Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue: 
Total  for  1962: 


278 

4 

282 


Addenda  to  1962  Records: 


Western  Sandpiper 

Oct. 

6.13L 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

Oct. 

6 

1  Sugarloaf  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

21 

3  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Able 

n 

28L 

1  Pt.  Breeze (Orleans  CO.) 

Able,  Rcsche 

it 

28L 

1  Shadigee 

Able,  Rosche 

Oregon  Junco 

ii 

27 

1  Mohawk  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

STATISTICIANS*  NOTES 

1.  Until  further  notice,  the  Mockingbird  will  not  require  written 
verification  details  beginning  with  the  November  1962  records. 
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THE  CYCLIC  OCCURRENCE  OF  SOME  WINTER  BIRDS  IN  THE  B.O.S.  STUDY  AREA 

Part  II 

Kenneth  P.  Able 


The  Crossbills 

In  this  area  both  the  Red  and  the  White-winged  Crossbill  seem  to  show  a 
much  greater  interspecies  relationship,  than  is  indicated  in  the  literature  for 
other  areas  of  the  country.  Figure  3  shows  that  invasions  of  one  species  are 
usually  paralleled  by  a  somewhat  lesser  invasion  of  the  other.  In  most  cases, 
the  White-winged  is  present  in  smaller  numbers  than  the  Red.  However,  in  some 
years  White-wings  are  present  when  Reds  are  Completely  absent  and  during  three 
invasion  years  the  number  of  White-wings  surpassed  those  of  the  Red. 

Winter  1937-38  -  The  earliest  movement  of  Red  Crossbills  on  record 
occurred  this  winteri  Only  five  birds  were  recorded.  This  could  hardly  be 
called  an  invasion  but  a  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  local  finch  flyways  and  fewer 
field  observers  would  give  an  untrue  picture.  These  birds  were  observed  during 
March  and  April  which  seems  to  further  indicate,  however,  that  there  was  no 
invasion  of  any  consequence  this  year. 

Winter  1938-39.  1939-40  -  no  significant  movement 

Winter  1940-41  -  a  major  invasion  occurred.  This  is  one  of  three  seasons 
during  which  the  number  of  White-wings  exceeded  the  Reds*  The  former  numbered 
201  while  the  latter  provided  141  records  according  to  data  published  in  The 
Prothonotary. 

Winter  1941-42.  1942-43.  1943-44.  1944-45.  1945-46  -  no  published  reports 

Winter  194&-47  —  A  minor  erruption  occurred  although  eight  White-wings 
and  three  Reds  were  only  reported.  The  White-wings  appeared  in  November  and 
were  present  in  December.  However,  they  were  absent  in  January  and  February. 
Again,  they  were  present  in  March  and  April.  Possibly,  as  has  apparently 
happened  in  other  years,  the  flight  moved  south  of  this  area  and  birds  were  seen 
only  while  in  transit. 

Winter  1947-43  -  no  published  reports 

Winter  1940-49  -  A  few  crossbills  were  reported,  with  the  Red  dominating. 
This  was  apparently  part  of  a  countrywide  flight  that  was  particularly  evident 
in  the  West  where  Red  Crossbills  engaged  in  a  great  invasion.  In  the  East  the 
flight  was  much  less  evident,  as  it  was  in  Western  New  York.  However,  straggler 
White-wings  reached  points  as  far  south  as  Southern  Ohio,  Missouri  and  Illinois. 

Winter  1949-50  -  Beginning  with  this  season,  crossbills  were  seen  in 
numbers  every  winter  which  would  have  been  considered  a  major  erruption  in  the 
1940*  s. 


WTinter  1950-51  -  The  largest  movement  of  Red  Crossbills  on  record 
occurred  when  over  800  individuals  were  reported.  This  same  season  produced  a 
rather  large  eruption  of  White-winged  Crossbills  also,  records  numbering  over 
300  individuals.  This  season  is  a  remarkable  example  of  a  local  invasion. 
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Winter  Seasons 

Figure  3«  Cyclical  occurrence  of  White-winged  Crossbill 
(dotted  line)  and  Red  Crossbill  (continuous  line). 


Winter  1951-52  -  Good  numbers  of  both  species  were  reported,  but  they 
were  not  as  abundant  as  during  the  previous  winter.  This,  too,  appears  to  be  a 
local  invasion. 

i 

Winter  1952^53  -  Relatively  few  White-wings  were  found  in  Western  New  York 
but  a  major  invasion  occurred  in  other  in  Eastern  United  States.  Individuals 
were  reported  from  Virginia,  Maryland  and  Missouri  and  one  straggler  reached 
Bermuda.  In  Western  New  York  birds  were  found  only  in  late  January,  February 
and  March  indicating  that  they  were  probably  on  the  return  flight,  with  none 
actually  wintering  here. 

Winter  1953-54  -  Western  New  York  was  again  unique  in  that  a  mild  flight 
of  White-wings  occurred  when  none  were  seen  in  other  Eastern  areas. 

Winter  1954-55  -  no  published  reports 

Winter  1955-56  -  an  invasion  year  for  both  species.  A  total  of  389  White- 
wings  were  recorded  throughout  the  winter  -  the  largest  number  noted  here  in  any 
one  winter  season.  Red  Crossbills  also  staged  a  somewhat  lesser  eruption  in  this 
areas  but  a  much  larger  one  on  a  countrywide  basis.  Individuals  reached  Southern 
California,  Southern  Arizona,  Western  Texas,  Oklahoma,  Missouri,  Alabama  and 
Georgia. 

Winter  1956-57  -  no  published  reports 
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Winter  1957-5S  -  A  major  erruption  of  White-winged  Crossbills  took  place  in 
the  Eastern  United  States  reaching  far  southern  localities.  The  Red  Crossbill  was 
nearly  absent  in  all  areas. 

Winter  1958-59,  1959-60  -  Both  species  were  nearly  absent. 

Winter  1960-61  -  The  second  largest  invasion  of  our  study  area  by  both 
species  occurred. 

Approximately  six  invasions  of  any  consequence  have  occurred  in  B.O.S. 
territory  since  1935.  In  the  crossbills,  as  well  as  in  some  of  the  other  species 
discussed  here,  the  invasions  have  become  more  numerous  and  the  numbers  have  been 
larger  in  the  most  recent  years. 


The  Redpolls 

The  peak  invasion  years  can  be  seen  in  Figure  4,  therefore,  I  will  deal 
primarily  with  the  larger  movements  as  they  were  reported  in  this  area.  This 
species  is  usually  present  in  larger  numbers  than  most  of  the  other  cyclical 
finches,  with  the  possible  exception  of  the  Evening  Grosbeak  which  it  has  yet  to 
surpass.  The  occasional  occurrences  of  the  Hoary  Redpoll  and  the  Greater 
Redpoll  as  reported  in  The  Prothonotary  are  of  interest  because  records  of  these 
birds  in  our  territory  were  much  more  numerous  during  the  earlier  years  than  in 
the  more  recent  years. 

Winter  1943-44  -  The  first  major  invasion  of  Redpolls  since  1935  occurred 
this  winter,  when  1,756  individuals  were  reported.  An  increase  during  March 
was  very  evident  this  season. 

Winter  1944-45.  1945-46  -  few  or  no  published  reports. 

Winter  1946-47  -  A  major  flight  took  place  in  Northeastern  United  States. 
About  3,500  birds  were  reported  in  B.O.S.  territory  -  making  this  winter  and  the 
winter  of  1952-53  the  biggest  invasion  years  on  record.  Twelve  Hoary  Redpolls 
and  five  Greater  Redpolls  were  reported  from  our  area. 

Winter  1947-43  -  redpolls  absent  from  the  area 

Winter  1940-49  -  About  2,000  Common  Redpolls,  one  Hoary  and  two  Greaters 
were  reported  from  our  area.  An  increase  in  abundance  took  place  in  February, 
March  and  April. 

Winter  1949-50.  1950-51.  1951-52  -  no  significant  invasion 

Winter  1952-53  -  About  3,500  birds  were  reported  in  the  B.O.S.  area;  1,500 
were  reported  in  March  alone  when  a  significant  build-up  took  place.  This 
invasion  ranks  with  that  of  winter  1946-47  in  being  the  second  largest  on  record 
in  our  territory.  This  was  also  a  major  flight  year  for  the  Common  Redpoll  in 
New  England  and  for  the  Hoary  Redpoll  in  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Indiana, 
Michigan  and  Minnesota. 

Winter  1953-54.  1954-55.  1955-56.  1956-57.  1957-58.  1958-59  -  No  major 
invasions  took  place  but  it  is  noteworthy  to  point  out  that  the  frequency  of 
reports  of  redpolls,  like  those  of  crossbills,  have  increased  during  the  middle 
and  late  1950’s. 
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Winter  Seasons 

Figure  4-  Cyclical  occurrence  of  Common  Redpoll. 


Winter  1959-60  -  Another  major  invasion  year  with  the  numbers  reported 
during  March,  about  1,250,  exceeding  those  of  any  other  month  this  season. 

The  invasions  of  Redpolls  appear  to  have  no  regular  pattern  of  occurrence* 
It  is  evident,  however,  that  they  have  become  more  abundant  in  most  areas  in 
February  and  March  in  recent  years. 


Snowy  Owl 

Now  let  us  consider  the  tundra  raptors.  While  I  will  primarily  speak  of 
the  Snowy  Owl,  I  think  it  is  imperative  to  emphasize  the  relationship  of  this  bird 
to  the  Rough-legged  Hawk  and  how  erruptions  of  these  two  species  are  related.  I 
would  like  to  call  your  attention  particularly  to  the  flight  of  winter  1960-61. 
Because  that  winter  proved  to  be  an  invasion  year  for  both  the  Snowy  Owl  and  the 
Rough-legged  Hawk,  a  condition  on  the  tundra  conducive  to  the  increase  of 
raptorial  birds  is  indicated.  Although  authorities  do  not  seem  to  agree  on  the 
relationship  between  these  two  common  arctic  birds  of  prey,  the  following  theory 
forwarded  by  Douglas  James,  is  of  interest^.  The  abundance  of  the  Rough-legged 
Hawk  is  more  easily  studied  than  the  Snowy  Owl  because  it  winters  regularly  in 
our  Northern  States.  A  superabundance  of  this  species  on  the  wintering  grounds 
like  that  of  1960-61,  indicates  that  the  tundra  rodent  population  had  recently 
been  very  favorable  for  the  reproduction  of  this  species.  When  Snowy  Owls 
appear  in  large  numbers  south  of  the  boreal  forest  a  "crash”  in  the  rodent 


1 


Douglas  James,  "The  Changing  Seasons," 
June  1961,  pp.  304-308 
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Figure  5.  Cyclical  occurrence  of  Snowy  Owl. 


population  is  indicated  (Shelford,  Auk  62:592-596)*  Therefore,  the  1960-61 
invasion  of  both  species  indicates  a  large  rodent  population  during  summer  I960 
which  led  to  the  successful  production  of  young  and  then  a  rapid  decline  in  the 
late  summer  which  caused  the  Snowy  Owl  invasion. 

Snowy  Owls  have  been  absent  during  only  three  winter  seasons  during  the 
25  years  covered  by  my  research  (see  Figure  5).  The  flights  in  this  area 
coincide  with  the  countrywide  invasions.  In  Western  New  York,  as  well  as  in  the 
entire  Northeast,  the  flight  of  1949-50  is  the  largest  on  record  for  this  period. 
Apparently  these  birds  came  from  the  tundra  to  the  Northwest  of  us.  Therefore, 
the  invasion  here  was  much  better  than  it  was  on  the  Atlantic  Coast.  During  the 
winter  in  question  405  birds  were  reported  in  this  area  although  taxidermists 
reported  over  500  birds  mounted.  The  invasion  of  1960-61  is  the  one  of  secondary 
abundance  here.  There  were  77  birds  reported.  Stragglers  reached  Tennessee 
and  Oklahoma*  In  general,  the  four  year  cycle  appears  to  be  operative  here 
with  the  exception  of  the  1960^-61  flight  which  was  delayed  at  least  three  years, - 
76  Sterling  Road,  Hamburg,  New  York. 
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1962  NESTING  RECORDS 

Abbreviations  Used: 


N4E  -  4  eggs 

in  nest 

Y0  -  young  out  of  nest 

Eastern  Bluebird 

7) 

Aug. 

12 

N3E  near  Cherry  Creek  Rew 

Aug. 

18 

N4E 

Aug. 

26 

N3Y  just  hatched 

Sept. 

1 

N3Y  about  half  grown 

Sept . 

6 

N3Y  yb ung  feathered 

Sept. 

8 

nest  empty 

(Young  probably  left  nest  Sept.  7.  This  is 
the  latest  nesting  record  for  ten  years  of 
bluebird  nest  watching  by  this  observer.) 

Field  Sparrow 

6) 

May 

13 

N4E  near  St.  Catharines,  Ont.  Dorst  et  al 

Song  Sparrow 


5)  Sept.  23  1Y0  Derby 

(young  just  starting  to  fly) 


Brockner 


Corrigendum:  Vol.  28,  No.  9,  p*  98  -  The  date  for  Eastern  Bluebird  nesting  record 

fr 6  should  be  August  1  not  September  3* 


NOTES  AND  NEWS 


Just  a  Reminder 1  Membership  dues  and  subscriptions  to  The  Prothonotary 
for  1963,  are  now  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

Banded  Common  Terns:  A  Common  Tern  banded  in  June  I960  near  Alpena,  Mich, 
was  recovered  on  April  25,  1961  in  Hawaii,  the  first  record  for  that  state.  Mr. 
James  P.  Ludwig,  who  banded  it,  stated,  ’’Many  of  the  terns  that  we  band  are 
recovered  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  side  of  North,  Central  and  South  America.  We 
routinely  have  returns  from  Peru  and  the  westernmost  states  of  Mexico.  These 
returns  come  most  often  in  birds  banded  the  same  year  that  they  are  recovered.” 
Another  Common  Tern  banded  in  Saskatchewan,  Canada,  was  recovered  in  the  Cook 
Islands  near  New  Zealand.  It,  too,  had  not  been  previously  recorded  from  New 
Zealand,  (from  The  Ring,  Vol.  LLL,  No*  30-31*  pp#  109-110). 

Failure  of  Bald  Eagle  Reproduction  Reported:  National  Audubon  Society 
Research  Director  Alexander  Sprunt  IV,  reporting  to  the  Society’s  annual  convention 
at  Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  revealed  that  nesting  studies  show  an  alarming  failure 
of  bald  eagle  reproduction  and  that  fewer  than  5,000  bald  eagles  ndw  survive  in 
the  United  States  outside  of  Alaska.  Despite  a  1940  law  which  makes  shooting 
bald  eagles  a  Federal  offense  —  recently  amended  to  include  protection  for  the 
golden  eagle  —  91  of  the  118  bald  eagles  found  dead  by  Audubon  cioperators  had 
been  shot,  showing  that  thoughtless  gunners  are  the  bird’s  worst  enemies  after  it 
leaves  the  nest,  (from  Conservation  News.  Vol.  27,  No.  23,  p.  16). 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 

Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  8; 00 

P.M.  from  September  through  June  inclusive* 

January  9  -  "Birding  in  Mexico".  Speaker,  Harold  D.  Mitchell.  Report  of  the 
Thirty-fourth  Annual  Christmas  Bird  Count  by  Marie  and  Margaret 
Wendling. 

January  23  -  Report  of  the  January  Waterfowl  Count  by  Edward  L.  Seeber.  Program 
by  Arthur  Clark  on  bird  skins. 

February  13-  Panel  discussion  on  verification  of  unusual  bird  records  by  all 
present  and  former  statisticians.  Robert  Andrle,  moderator. 

February  27-  "Recent  Ornithological  Literature".  Speaker,  Harold  H.  Axtell 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

January  13  -  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  Annual  January  Waterfowl 
Survey.  Coordinator  for  Region  I,  Edward  L.  Seeber  (TT  5-2058). 
Please  contact  the  leader  if  you  can  participate. 

February  3  -  Ontario  Plain  in  Canada.  Meet  8:00  A.M.  at  Busti  Avenue  entrance  to 
Peace  Bridge,  Buffalo.  Leader,  Adrian  Dorst.  Local  leader,  Kenneth 
P.  Able  (NA  7-5636). 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  fifth  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler:  Kenneth  P.  Able,  76  Sterling  Road,  Hamburg,  New  York. 

CHANGE  OF  aDDRESS:  Notify  Mrs.  Edward  P.  Cummiskey,  1759  Hertel  Avenue, 

Buffalo  16,  New  York 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde, 

4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  New  York 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  46  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  New  York 
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INDEX  TO  VOLUME  28 


Bird  records  from  the  Noteworthy  Records  Section  and  the  B.O.S.  Bird 
Counts  requiring  written  verification  reports  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to 
Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario”  (B.O.S.,  1961),  are  included 
in  this  index. 


Blackbird,  Rusty,  106 
Bobolink,  116 
Bufflehead,  103 
Catbird,  15 

Chickadee,  Boreal,  2,15,29,42 
Cormorant,  D,-cr.,  80 
Dickcissel,  3,116 
Dowitcher,  Long-b.,  103 
Eagle,  Golden,  114 
Egret,  Cattle,  62 
Flycatcher,  Acadian,  72 
Yellow-bellied,  115 
Gadwall,  71, SO 
Godwit,  Hudsonian,  51 
Goldeneye,  Barrow's,  40 
Goose,  White-fronted,  49 
Goshawk,  124 
Grebe,  Eared,  49 
Grosbeak,  Black-headed,  16 
Pine,  31,43 
Gull,  Little,  95 
Sabine's,  115 
Hawk,  Broad-winged,  114 
Red-shouldered,  2,13,28 
Heron,  Green,  124 
Jaeger,  Parasitic,  104,126 
Junco,  Oregon,  17,32,116,126 
Kingbird,  Western,  104 
Eastern,  115 

Kittiwake,  Black-legged,  125 
Knot,  81,  125 

Meadowlark,  Western,  57,66,82,96 
Mockingbird,  15,52,64,72 
Owl,  Boreal,  44 
Phalarope,  Northern,  95,104 
Red,  114,125 
Wilson’s,  95 

Plover,  Black-bellied, 63, 71 
Piping,  95,103 
Semipalmated,  81,124 
Rail,  King,  62 
Raven,  Common,  52 
Redhead,  71 
Ruff,  82,89 

Sandpiper,  Baird’s,  81,89 
Buff-breasted,  95 
Least,  63 


Pectoral,  41 
Purple,  125 
Semipalmated,  72,125 
Western,  126 
Scoter,  Common,  13 
Surf,  95 

White-winged,  71,103 
Snipe,  Common,  14 
Sparrow,  Chipping,  17 
Field,  32 
Grasshopper,  116 
Lark,  66 

Lincoln’s,  73,106 
Sharp-tailed,  116 
Vesper,  32 

Swallow,  Bank,  104,115 
Barn,  115,125 
Cliff,  104,115 
Tree,  17,  115 
Swan,  Mute,  62,113 
Teal,  Green-winged,  24 
Thrush,  Swainson’s,  52 
Turnstone,  Rudd^  63 >81, 124 
Veery,  105,116 
Vireo,  White-eyed,  65 
Warbler,  Bay-breasted,  96 
Black-throated  Gray,  53 
Cerulean,  53 

Connecticut,  66,96,106,116 
Golden-winged,  52 
Hooded,  116 
Kentucky,  66 
Mourning,  116 
Myrtle,  72,96 
Orange-crowned,  53,65,116 
Pine,  53,72 
Prairie,  53,106 
Tennessee,  96,116 
Waxwing,  Bohemian,  3,15,30 
Widgeon,  European,  62 
Willet,  103 

Woodpecker,  Black-b.  Three-toed,  115,125 
Red-bellied,  14,51,125 
Wren,  Short-billed  Marsh,  64 
Yellowlegs,  Greater,  81 
Lesser,  51,71 
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Abstracts  of  Papers,  Wilson  Ornithological  Society  Annual  Meeting,  44-46 
Announcements,  92 
Autumn  1962  Hawk  Watch,  92 
Bird  Counts 
April,  56-59 
Christmas,  7-10 
January  Waterfowl,  24-25 
May,  67-68 
October,  117-120 
Shcrebird,  89-91 

Birding  in  Allegany  State  Park,  34 
Black-headed  Grosbeak  at  Holland,  N.Y.,  33-34 
B.O.S.  Verification  Committee  for  Rare  Birds,  37 
Christmas  Bird  Counts  in  B.O.S.  Territory,  4-7 

Cyclic  Occurrence  of  Some  Winter  Birds  in  the  B.O.S.  Study  Area:  Part  I,  18-23; 
Part  II,  127-131 

Field  Identification  -  Confusing  Species 
Dowitchers,  83-88 

The  Month,  1,12,27,39,48,61,70,80,94,102,113,123 

Note  on  Migration  of  Parasitic  Jaeger  in  B.O.S.  Study  area,  110-111 
1962  Nesting  Bird  Survey  -  West  Clarksville,  N.Y.,  107-110 
1962  Nesting  Records,  74-78,  97-98,  132 
Errata  To:  Vol.  28,  98,  132 
Notes  and  News,  10,25,37,46,60,68,99-100,121 

N o teworthy  Records ,  1-4,13-17 , 27-32,40-44,48-54,61-66 , 7G-73 > 80-82 , 94-96 , 102-106 
113-116,123-126 
Addenda  to:  Vol.  27,  17,44 
Vol.  28,  32,116 
Errata  to:  Vol.  27,  73 

Vol.  28,  73,106 

Observation  of  a  hybrid  flicker,  55 

Report  of  B.O.S.  Research  Committee,  35-37 

Shorebirds  Roosting  at  Tifft  Street,  Buffalo,  99 

Statisticians'  Notes,  4,73,82 

Summer  Birds  at  B.O.S.  Wildlife  Refuge,  98 

Waterfowl  Survey  Reveals  Decline,  37 

Whit e-front ed  Go6se,  54-55 

Winter  Roosting  of  Meadowlarks,  23 
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THE  MONTH 


The  first  several  days  of  December  saw  a  continuation  of  the  Indian 
summer  weather  of  late  November.  From  the  7th  to  the  end  of  the  month  heavy  snow 
and  persistent  cold  were  the  rule,  with  sub-zero  readings  on  the  last  two  days. 
The  temperature  averaged  two  degrees  below  normal,  and  precipitation  was  one- 
quarter  inch  below  the  mean.  An  ice  bridge  formed  in  the  gorge  below  Niagara 
Falls. 


December  bird  life  was  in  general  close  to  normal  with  few  exceptions, 
such  as  the  near  absence  of  northern  finches  and  grosbeaks  and  the  small  number 
©f  most  kinds  of  hawks  and  owls  that  was  presumably  the  consequence  of  low  meadow 
mouse  populations.  A  Laughing  Gull  report  is  of  unusual  interest. 

Three  entries  in  this  month’s  Noteworthy  Records,  however,  are  very  special. 
One  of  these,  the  Chukar,  is  included  in  our  reports  for  the  first  time  since  it 
has  become  known  that  a  self-perpetuating  population  is  represented  in  our  area* 
Several  hundred  of  these  birds  have  been  released  in  Niagara  County  during  the 
past  few  years  and  have  occasionally  been  reported  to  us  from  there  and  adjacent 
counties.  It  has  recently  come  to  our  attention  that  at  least  some  of  these  birds 
have  been  successfully  nesting  and  rearing  young  under  wild  conditions.  This 
places  the  Chukar  in  the  same  category  as  the  Ring-necked  Pheasant  and  several 
other  introduced  species.  Whether  it  will  become  permanently  established  still 
remains  to  be  seen,  of  course. 

The  Hawk  Owl  is  the  Niagara  Frontier’s  representative  of  a  large  southward 
invasion  of  these  owls  this  winter.  Other  records  for  the  present  B.O.S.  Study 
Area  are  from  the  years  1945,  1930,  and  1889. 

The  Northern  Three**toed  Woodpecker,  discovered  by  Harold  Freund,  is  the 
first  B.O.S.  record  for  this  species.  Both  it  and  the  Hawk  Owl  have  been  seen  by 
most  of  the  interested  birdwatchers  in  our  area. 

In  the  year  just  ended,  new  high  yearly  lists  were  achieved  both  by  the 
B.O.S.  and  by  individuals  listing  birds  in  B.O.S.  territory.  The  Society’s  previous 
high  of  279  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  during  19&0,  was  exceeded  in 
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1962  with  a  list  of  286.  This  high  number  was  largely  the  result  of  the  diligent 
field  activities  of  members  Kenneth  Able  and  Richard  Rosche,  both  of  whom  broke 
Richard  Brownstein's  I960  high  personal  list  of  268,  Able  getting  281  and  Rosche 
283. 

There  are  probably  very  few  inland  areas  of  comparable  size  in  Eastern 
North  America  where  anyone  has  listed  so  many  kinds  of  birds  in  a  year.  And  more 
than  just  incidentally,  these  two  workers  have  contributed  to  our  knowledge  of  the 
ornithology  of  our  area  in  a  degree  that  two  observers  have  seldom  accomplished 
in  a  single  year.  In  addition,  all  the  rest  of  us  may  well  envy  them  for  the 
knowledge  their  experience  during  the  past  year  has  given  them  of  birds,  birding 
and  birders.  -  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961),  has  been  received  and  placed  in 
the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Loon 

Dec. 

9 

1 

Thor old,  Ont. 

Salisbury s 

n 

17 

1 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

(dead) 

Curriers ,  Wyoming  Co . 

Horned  Grebe 

Dec. 

31 

1 

Rosche,  Schweikhards 

(alive  with 

injured  wing;  found  in  snowbank;  latest 

known 

record  of  a 

bird  surviving  in  the  wild  in  the  hill  country 

by  at  least  two  weeks) 

Great  Blue  Heron 

Dec. 

2 

1 

Tillman  Rd . >  Clarence 

Wendlings 

ti 

8,17 

2,3 

Buckhorn  Island  St.  Park 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

15 

1 

Lancaster 

Mrozek 

n 

16 

2 

St .  Catharine  s ,  Ont . 

Dorst 

it 

19 

1 

Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Schaffner 

ti 

28 

1 

Lockport 

Mrozek,  Able 

B.-cr. Night  Heron 

11 

16 

1 

Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Able,  Rosche 

( immature ) 

Canada  Goose 

Dec. 

2 

58 

over  Town  of  Lockport 

Wendlings 

ti 

4 

5 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Freitag 

11 

8,22 

1 

Buckhorn  Island  St.  Park 

Mrozek,  Able, 

Rosche 

it 

19 

1 

Buckhorn  Island  St*  Park 

Schaffner 

Gadwall 

11 

16 

3 

Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Able,  Rosche 

11 

26 

2 

Niagara  River  opposite 

Able,  Rosche 

BeAver  Island  St.  Park 

Pintail 

ti 

16 

1 

Fofest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Freitag 

Green-w,  Teal 

11 

2 

2 

Buckhorn  Island  St.  Park 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

16 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Freitag 

it 

19 

1 

Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Schaffner 

ti 

30 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury,  Hawes 

Blue-w.  Teal 

Dec. 

2L 

1 

Buckhorn  Island  St.  Park 

Rosche,  Able 

Redhead 

Dec. 

16 

1 

Buckhorn  Island  St.  Park 

Able,  Rosche 
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Redhead 

Dec. 

25 

2  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Ring-n.  Duck 

it 

26 

4  near  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

n 

16 

1  Buckhorn  Island  St.  Park  Able,  Rosche 

Canvasback 

ii 

1 

4000  Niagara  River  opposite 

Able*  Rosche 

Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

it 

19 

5000  Beaver  Island  State  Park 

Schaffner 

ti 

19 

3000  Buckhorn  Island  St.  Park 

Schaffner 

Lesser  Scaup 

it 

19 

1  Beaver  Island  St,  Park 

Schaffner 

u 

26 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Surf  Scoter 

it 

8 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Mrozek,  Able,  Rosche 

it 

25,26 

1  Fort  Erie.  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

Common  Scoter 

ti 

1-26 

3  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche  et  al 

Ruddy  Duck 

ti 

8 

4  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Able,  Mrozek,  Rosche 

it 

19 

4  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Schaffner 

Hooded  Merganser 

it 

8 

15  Queenston,  Ont. 

Able,  Mrozek,  Rosche 

it 

8 

19  Buckhorn  Island  St.  Park 

Able,  Mrozek,  Rosche 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 

Rough-1.  Hawk 

Dec. 

9 

1  near  Wilson 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

15 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ii 

22 

1  Grand  Island 

Rosche,  Mrozek 

ii 

24,30 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

it 

31 

1  Orchard  Park 

Andrle 

Marsh  Hawk 

ii 

9 

2  near  Wilson 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

9 

1  Thorold,  Ont. 

Salisburys 

ii 

16 

1  Thorold,  Ont. 

Dorst 

^Chukar 

ii 

21 

1  Olcott 

Rosche 

(see  comment  in  The  Month) 

American  Coot 

Dec. 

16,17 

2,3  Buckhorn  Island  St.  Park 

Able^  Rosche 

it 

25 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Killdeer 

ti 

1 

2-3  Yacht  Harbor,  Onti 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

9 

1  Lancaster 

Mrozek 

it 

15 

1  Dufferin  Islands,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Purple  Sandpiper 

h 

1L 

2  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Glaucous  Gull 

ii 

16 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

25 

1  Squaw  Island,  Buffalo 

Rosche 

it 

26 

1  Squaw  Island,  Buffalo 

Able,  Rosche 

* Laughing  Gull 

ti 

1 

1  Lewiston 

Able,  Rosche 

(adult  in 

almost  complete  nuptial  plumag 

3) 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

Dec. 

1 

6000  Niagara  Falls-Queenston 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

3 

400  Gowanda 

Brockner 

ii 

16 

1200  Niagara  Falls-Queenston 

Able,  Rosche 

ti 

26 

900  Niagara  Falls-Queenston 

Able,  Rosche 

Little  Gull 

it 

1 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Able,  Rosche 

ti 

1,2 

1  Queenston,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

8 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Able,  Mrozek,  Rosche 

ii 

8,9 

2,3  Queenston,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche  et  al 

ti 

16 

1  Queenston,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Mourning  Dove 

it 

1 

17  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

/met  ells 

ii 

16 

8  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

*Hawk  Owl 

it 

28 

1  Millersport 

Able,  Mrozek  et  al 

it 

29 

1  Millersport 

Schaffner 

(see  comment  in  The  Month) 

Short-e.  Owl 

Dec. 

15 

3  Grand  Island 

Mitchell  et  al 

ii 

16 

3  Bedell  Rd., Grand  Island 

Able,  Rosche 

ii 

21 

1  Darien 

Brockner 

(3) 
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Short-e.  Owl 

Dec. 

30 

1 

Springbrook 

Rosche 

B.  Kingfisher 

ti 

30 

1 

Thorold,  Qnt. 

Salisbury 

u 

9 

1 

Depew 

Mrozek 

ii 

19 

1 

Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Schaffner 

Y.-sh.  Flicker 

ti 

29 

1 

Holland 

Mrozek,  Able,  Rosche 

it 

15 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont, 

Axtells 

*No.  Three-toed 

it 

16 

1 

Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Freund 

Woodpecker 

it 

17,22 

1 

Beaver  Island  St,  Park 

Able,  Rosche  et  al 

it 

17,23 

1 

Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Mtchell  et  al 

ii 

18 

1 

Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Freitag 

h 

19 

1 

Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Schaffner 

"  20,24  1 

(see  comment  in 

Beaver  Island  St.  Park 
The  Month) 

Freitag 

Horned  Lark 
(E.a.alpestris) 

Dec. 

9 

3 

St .  Catharine  s ,  Ont  * 

Dorst 

Tufted  Titmouse 

it 

8 

3 

Queens ton,  Ont. 

Able,  Mrozek,  Rosche 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

it 

2 

1 

Olcott 

Able,  Rosche 

Winter  Wren 

ii 

9 

1 

Wilson  Cemetery 

Able >  Klabundes,  Rosche 

ti 

8 

1 

Queens ton,  Ont . 

Able,  Mrozek,  Rosche 

Mockingbird 

ii 

1-31 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Brown  Thrasher 

it 

16 

1 

Beaver  Island  St*  Park 

Rosche 

Robin 

ii 

26 

1 

Thorold,  Ont* 

Salisbunys 

it 

1 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont* 

Axtells 

it 

29 

1 

Derby 

Brockneh 

Cedar  Waxwing 

ii 

4-16 

6}15 

Forest  Lawn>  Buffalo 

Freitag 

it 

6 

125 

Lpckport  1  , 

Rosche 

ii 

& 

18 

Gpand  Island 

Able j  Mrozek,  Rosche 

it 

9 

1!t 

Mile  r  sp^rf 

Ablej  Rosche,  Broadbent 

Northern  Shrike 

n 

1-31 

1 

Rose  Hill' Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

2 

1 

near  Olcott 

Able,  Rosche 

it 

2 

1 

Tillman  Rd i ,  Clarence 

Wendlings 

ti 

8 

1 

Derby 

Brockner 

ii 

22 

1 

Grand  Island 

Rosche,  Mrozek 

it 

24 

1 

Beaver  Island  St,  Park 

Freitag 

Myrtle  Warbler 

ii 

2 

1 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

E .  Meadowlark 

ti 

26 

4 

near  Virgil,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

ii 

1 

1 

Lancaster 

Mrozek 

ii 

15,26 

1 

Williamsville 

Wendlings 

Common  Grackle 

it 

26 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Aible,  Rosche 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

it 

5 

1 

Williamsville 

Wendlings 

Pine  Siskin 

ii 

1 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

1 

12 

Como  Lake  Pk. , Lancaster 

Mrozek 

it 

15 

2 

Lancaster 

Mrozek 

Field  Sparrow 

ii 

1 

1 

near  Burt 

Atble,  Rosche 

ti 

1 

1 

Como  Lake  Pk,, Lancaster 

Mrozek 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

r  H 

16 

1 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

II 

26 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Able,  Rosche 

Snow  Bunting 

II 

7 

21 

SpringviLLe 

Bro ckner 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded:  282 

Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  _ 4 

Total  for  1962:  286 
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1962  CHRISTMAS  BIRD  COUNTS  IN  B.O.S.  TERRITORY 

The  following  pages  present  the  results  of  fr  ur  Christmas  Bird  Counts 
taken  within  the  boundaries  of  the  B.O.S.  Study  Area,  December  23-31*  1962  as 
submitted  by  the  Compilers  for  each  count.  We  ackncwledge  the  cooperation  of 
The  Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Pillsl  ury,  Compiler;  The  Buffalo 
Audubon  Society  (Hamburg-East  Aurora  Count);  and  D*.  Stephen  W.  Eaton  (Olean 
Count).  The  table  is  adapted  from  those  published  In  past  years  by  the  Hamilton 
Naturalists’  Club. 


Jamestown 

.  •  •-  -  .  f  1  1 

J 

Olean  Hamburg  - 

E.  Aurora 

Buffalo 

Date 

Dec.  31 

Dec.  29  !  Dec.  30 

Dec.  23 

Radius  Size-Miles 

.  7i  7i 

v  7i 

Horned  Grebe 

1 

1 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

1 

D.-cr.  Cormorant 

2 

Great  Blue  Heron 

1 

6 

Black-cr.  Night  Heron 

1 

Canada  Goose 

155 

Mallard 

6 

778 

Black  Duck 

1 

1922 

Pintail 

24 

Green-winged  Teal 

7 

American  Widgeon 

52 

Redhead 

5. 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1 

Canvasback 

28 

7088 

Greater  Scaup 

57 

2986 

Lesser  Scaup 

. .  ,  4  .. 

Common  Goldeneye 

34 

2717 

Buffiehead 

18 

85 

Oldsquaw 

13  . 

King  Eider 

1  ... 

White-winged  Scoter 

4  .... 

Surf  Scoter 

1 

Com  non  Scoter 

1 

1 

. 3  

Ruddy  Duck 

1 

Hooded  Merganser 

11 

Common  Merganser 

11 

636  . 

Red-br.  Merganser 

61 

Cooper's  Hawk 

1 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

1 

5 

15 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

1 

 - 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

1 

1 

Sparrow  Hawk 

3 

10 

26 

Ruffed  Grouse 

5 

5 

1 

Ring~n.  Pheasant 

4.8 

3 

431 

no 

Turkey 

1 

{ 

j 

American  Coot 

i 

r  i-  - 

(5) 
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’/cl.  29,  No.  1  -  1962  Christmas  Bird  Counts  in  B.O.S.  Territory  (con't) 


• 

Jamestown 

- r 

i 

Olean 

! 

Hamburg- 
E.  Aurora 

Buffalo 

Date 

Dec.  31 

Dec.  29 

Dec.  30 

Dec,  23 

Killdeer 

1 

5 

Glaucous  Gull 

2 

Iceland  Gull 

2 

Gr.  Black-b.  Gull 

7 

137 

Herring  Gull 

120 

3027 

Ring-billed  Gull 

6l 

27 

9019 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

1870 

Little  Gull 

2 

Black-1.  Kittiwake 

1 

Mourning  Dove  j  12 

7 

2 

7 

Barn  Owl 

2 

Screech  Owl 

1 

. 

1 

1 

Great  Horned  Owl  j  2 

I   . . . 

1 

2 

Short-eared  6wl 

1 

1 

Belted  Kingfisher  1 

1 

1 

1 

Yellow-sh.  Flicker 

5 

1 

Pileated  Woodpecker  1  1 

Red-headed  Woodpecker  !  1 

Hairy  Woodpecker  j  23 

9 

35 

10 

Downy  Woodpecker  j  77 

r  -  31 

130 

.  35  . 

Mo .  Three-t .Woodpecker! 

1 

Horned  Lark  j 

2 

Blue  Jay 

173 

172 

247 

48 

Common  Crow 

17 

. . .  3.1 

165 

220 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

254 

119 

577  . 

146 

Tufted  Titmouse 

8 

1 

j  .  ..  

White-br.  Nuthatch 

83 

...  -  34 

i T 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

2 

2 

3  1 _  1 

Brown  Creeper 

h  12 _ 

1  . 

11 

5 

Mockingbird 

1 

Catbird 

1  r  ' 

1 

Brown  Thrasher 

.  .. 

2 

Robin 

1 

3 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

6 

2 

6  , 

l  ...  ....  19 

Cedar  Waxwing 

11 

_ 31 

17 

Northern  Shrike 

1 

1 

3  ... 

Starling  !  762 

117 

321 

13,735 

Myrtle  Warbler 

3 

House  Sparrow 

826 

286 

3778 

1536 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

5 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

2 

2 

2 

Rusty  Blackbird 

2 

Common  Grackle  j  1 

1 

4 

1 

Brown-h.  Cowbird  16 

22 

7 

Cardinal  |  127 

.  30 

180 

41 

Evening  Grosbeak 

2 

Purple  Finch  j  1 

1 

8 

Pine  Siskin  8 

!  -  , 

1  ! 

(6) 
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1 

Jamestown 

— 

1 

Olean 

— 

Hamburg- 
E.  Aurora 

Buffalo 

Dat  e 

Dec.  31 

Dec.  29 

Dec.  30 

Dec.  23 

i 

American  Goldfinch 

18 

2 

Rufous-sided  towhee 

2 

1 

Slate-colored  Junc.o 

148 

.  48  .  . 

"264 

119 

Oregon  Junco 

1 

2 

2 

Tree  Sparrow 

140 

56 

362 

183 

Chipping  Sparrow 

.3 

Field  Sparrow 

2 

White-crowned  Sparro^  i 

1 

Wh it e-thr .  Sparrow 

3 

4 

1 

Fox  Sparrow 

2 

Swamp  Sparrow 

2 

Song  Sparrow 

 14  ... 

2 

28 

17 

Lapland  Longspur 

14 

Snow  Bunting 

16 

28 

TOTAL  SPECIES 

42 

26 

57 

76 

TOTAL  INDIVIDUALS 

2,867 

^ 

935 

l  

7,  342 

52,870 

ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


Report  of  the  Thirty-fourth  B.O.S.  Christmas  Bird  Count 

Date:  December  23,  1962 

Area:  Centering  on  Grand  Island,  including  both  branches  of  the  Niagara 
River  and  adjacent  territory,  from  the  gorge  below  the  Falls  to  Fort  Erie  and 
Buffalo . 

Weather:  Overcast  with  oceasional  snow  flurries;  temperature  25  to  32 
degrees  F.;  wind  southwest,  20-25  m.p.h.;  6-8  in.  of  snow  on  ground;  most 

waters  ©pen. 

fo ve rage:  37  observers  in  15  parties.  Field  observation  from  7:00  A.M.  to 
5:15  P.M.  Groups  covered  5 88  miles  by  car  and  41  miles  on  foot. 

Territories  and  Observers: 


A.  Canada:  Rainbow  Bridge  south  to  Welland  River,  and  Niagara  River 
west  to  M.C.R.R. ,  Portage  Road,  and  area  boundary.  -  Alice  E.  and  Edward  £.  Ulrich, 
Astrid  Kodric,  Mercedeth  Lovelace,  Alice  0* Shaughnessy,  Ann  Vinci 

B.  Canada:  Welland  River  south  to  Black  Creek,  and  Niagara  River  west 
to  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  and  area  boundary.  -  Fred  Salisbury,  Adrian  Dorst,  Dari 
Salisbury 
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E.  Canada :  Queen  Elizabeth  W ay  west  to  area  boundary  and  south  to 
Bowen  Road.  -  Harold  Freund 

D.  Canada:  Black  Creek  south  to  Peace  Bridge,  and  Niagara  River  west 
to  Queen  Elizabeth  Way.  -  Bernard  Nathan.  Marjorie  and  Mary  Louise  Emerson 

E.  Canada:  Bowen  Road  south  to  area  boundary  and  east  to  Queen  Elizabeth 
Way  and  Niagara  River.  -  Harold  and  Rachel  Axtell 

F.  Porter  Road,  Hyde  Park  Blvd.,  Pine  Avenue,  and  Main  St.  south 

to  Niagara  River,  including  Goat  and  Cayuga  Islands,  and  east  to  Military  Road.  - 
Whitney  and  Bonnie  Mallum 

G.  Military  Road  southeast  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal,  and  Niagara  River 
northeast  to  area  boundary.  -  Marie  and  Margaret  Wendling.  Nancie  Greenman,  Gertrude 
G.  Webster 


H.  Sheridan  Blvd.  north  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal,  and  Niagara  River 
east  to  area  boundary.  -  Robert  Andrle,  Albert  J.  Wright  II 

J.  Sheridan  Blvd.  east  and  south  to  area  boundary,  west  to  Niagara 
River.  -  Harold  D,  Mitchell,  Alice  Dietrich,  Carl  Mrozek  (Frances  Rathbun,  Mary 
Wolf,  Ellen  J.  Windsor  and  Eleanor  Jones  -  feeding  stations  only) 

K.  Grand  Island:  West  of  Stony  Point  Road,  north  of  Huth  and  Long  Roads 
to  Niagara  River.  -  Richard  C.  Rosche 

L.  Grand  Island:  Huth  and  Long  Roads  south  to  Whitehaven  Road,  and  Stony 

Point  road  west  to  Niagara  River.  -  Frances  M.  Rew,  Frances  H.  Rathbun 

M.  Grand  Island:  East  of  Stony  Point  Road  and  north  of  Whitehaven  Road 

to  Niagara  River,  -  Edward  L.  Seeber,  Joe  Grzybowski 

N.  Grand  Island:  Whitehaven  Road  south  to  Love  Road,  Baseline  Road  west  * 
to  Niagara  River.  -  not  covered 

O.  Grand  Island:  Whitehaven  Road  south  to  Love  Road,  Baseline  Road  east 
to  Niagara  River.  -  Bill  and  Alice  McKale 

P.  Grand  Island:  Love  Road  south  to  Spaulding  Road,  'from  east 'branch  to 
west  branch  of  Niagara  River.  -  'Walter  and  Harriette  Klabunde 

Q.  Grand  Island:  South  of  Spalding  Road;  all  of  Beaver  Island  State 
Park.  -  Kenneth  P.  Able,  William  M,  Able 


Species  Recorded:  Figures  indicate  the  number  of  birds  seen;  letters  in 
parentheses  indicate  territories  where  the  species  was  observed  when  it  was  seen 
in  three  or  fewer  territories. 


Horned  Grebe  1  (A) 

Pied-billed  Grebe  1  (K) 

Double-cr.  Cormorant  2  (D,Q) 

Great  Blue  Heron  6  (G,K,Q) 

B.-cr.  Night  Heron  1  (Q) 


Mallard 
Black  Duck 
Pintail 

Green-winged  Teal 
American  Widgeon 


778 

1922 

24  (A,F,G) 
7 

52  (A,D,F) 
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Redhead 

5  (B,D,C) 

Belted  Kingfisher 

1 

(M) 

Ring- -necked  Duck 

1  (C) 

Yellow-shc,  Flicker 

1 

(0) 

Canvasback 

7088 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

10 

Greater  Scaup 

2986 

Downy  Woodpecker 

35 

Lesser  Scaup 

4  (D,Q) 

No.  Three-t.  Woodpecker 

1 

(Q) 

Common  Goldeneye 

2717 

Blue  Jay 

48 

Bufflehead 

85 

Common  Crow 

220 

Old squaw 

13  (B,J,K) 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

146 

King  Eider 

1  (K) 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

13 

White-wc  Scoter 

4  (A,K) 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

1 

(K) 

Surf  Scoter 

1  (D) 

Brown  Creeper 

5 

(k,p,o.) 

Common  Scoter 

3  (A) 

Mockingbird 

1 

(E) 

Ruddy  Duck 

1  (Q) 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

19 

Hooded  Merganser 

11 

Cedar  Waxwing 

17 

(H,J) 

Common  Merganser 

636 

Northern  Shrike 

3 

(E,K) 

Red-br.  Merganser 

61 

Starling 

13, 

735 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

15 

Myrtle  Warbler 

3 

(M) 

Sparrow  Hawk 

26 

House  Sparrow 

1536 

Ring-n,  Pheasant 

no 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

5 

(A,K) 

American  Coot 

1  (K) 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

2 

(B,D) 

Killdeer 

5  (A,D,E) 

Rusty  Blackbird 

2 

(E,K) 

Glaucous  Gull 

2  (E,J) 

Common  Grackle 

1 

(J) 

Iceland  Gull 

2  (A,E) 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

7 

(J,K) 

Gr.  Black-b.  Gull 

137 

Cardinal 

41 

Herring  Gull 

3027 

American  Goldfinch 

2 

(C) 

Ring-billed  Gull 

9019 

Slate-colored  Junco 

119 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

1870 

Oregon  Junco 

2 

(E,H) 

Little  Gull 

2  (A) 

Tree  Sparrow 

183 

Black-1*  Kittiwake 

1  (L) 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

1 

(M) 

Mourning  Dove 

7  (J) 

Swamp  Sparrow 

2 

(K) 

Screech  Owl 

1  (F) 

Song  Sparrow 

17 

Great  Horned  Owl 

2  (M,P) 

Lapland  Longspur 

14 

(M) 

Short-eared  Owl 

1  (K) 

Snow  Bunting 

28 

(K,M,P) 

TOTAL  SPECIES 

76 

TOTAL  INDIVIDUALS 

52, 

870 

Species  seen  during 

Count  Period 

but  not  on  Count  Day:  Gadwall, 

Rough- 

legged  Hawk,  Robin 


Comments;  The  total  count  for  the  day  has  been  exceeded  only  once  before 
(86,428  in  1959),  the  year  of  the  tremendous  concentrations  of  ducks,  gulls  and 
starlings.  The  number  of  species  has  never  been  exceeded,  although  it  has  been 
equaled  three  times  -  in  1955,  1956  and  1957  (62  in  1961;  71  in  1959).  Yet 

several  species  usually  reported  were  not  seen:  Rough-legged  Hawk,  never  missed 
before;  Marsh  Hawk;  Red-headed  Woodpecker;  Horned  Lark  and  Robin  (the  last 
having  been  omitted  only  eleven  times  before). 

Four  species  were  new  to  the  Christmas  Count:  a  Mockingbird,  a  Black¬ 
legged  Kittiwake,  a  Northern  Three-toed  Woodpecker,  and  two  Oregon  Juncos.  Other 
seldom  seen  birds  include:  two  cormorants  (not  seen  since  1948),  a  King  Eider 
(two  in  both  1959  and  I960),  an  American  Coot  (seen  four  times  before,  last  time 
in  1957),  five  Killdeer  (four  in  1959;  one  in  1942),  two  Little  Gulls  (reported 
only  five  times  before),  two  Rusty  Blackbirds  (reported  for  the  fifth  time),  and 
a  grackle  (reported  for  the  sixth  time). 

(9) 
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Seven  species  were  reported  in  the  largest  numbers  ever.  These  included: 
778  Mallards  (125  in  1961;  729  in  1956),  1922  Black  Ducks  (450  in  1961; 

i486  in  1949),  52  American  Widgeon  (usually  reported  in  numbers  below  ten; 
sometimes  missing  altogether),  6636  Common  Mergansers  (3685  in  1961;  203  in  1955), 

9019  Bong- billed  bulls  (highest  ever  by  4000),  5  Killdeer  (third  time  reported), 

3  Myrtle  Warblers  (reported  eight  times  before;  three  also  in  1953),  119  Slate- 
colored  Juncos  (65  in  1961).  Several  other  species  were  more  abundant  than  usual: 

7  Green-winged  Teal  (1  in  1961),  137  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  (usually  in  numbers 
under  pO;  193  in  I960),  41  Cardinals  (46  in  1961),  14  Lapland  Longspurs  (2  in 
1961  after  an  absence  of  five  years). 

Down  in  numbers  were  Horned  Grebe,  Canvasback  and  Common  Goldeneye  (the 
latter  two  also  low  in  1961);  Rea-breasted  Merganser  (945  in  1961);  Herring  Gull 
(lowest  since  1952);  Tree  Sparrow  (only  one  lower  count  in  16  years  -  125  in 
1957;  highest  was  1044  in  1952). 

One  happy  note  is  the  report  of  a  Black-crowned  Night  Heron  after  an 
absence  of  two  years.  -  Marie  and  Margaret  Wendling,  87  Garrison  Road,  Buffalo 
21,  New  York. 


NOTES  AND  NEWS 


Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  Annual  Meeting:  April  26-28,  1963 
at  Jamestown,  New  York. 

I 

Wilson  Ornithological  Society  Annual  Meeting:  May  2-5,  1963  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina. 

Just  a  Reminder l  Membership  dues  and  subscriptions  to  The  Prothonotary 
for  1963  are  now  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

Yellow-headed  .Blackbird  in  Cleveland,  Ohio. area:  A  male  studied  carefully 
on  June  1  was  the  third  record  for  the  year  1902,  whereas  there  had  been  but  four 
records  in  the  entire  previous  history  of  the  Cleveland  Region  (from  the  Cleveland 
Bird  Calendar,  Vol.  58,  No.  3,  p.  25). 

Interesting  Reading:  Life  histories  of  some  sea  birds  -  Three  worthwhile 
paperbacks,  published  by  Doubledajr  &  Co*,  Inc.  as  phrt  of  a  Natural  History  Library, 
in  cooperation  with  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History. . . .  The  Wandering 
Albatross  by  Wm.  Jameson  (ft. 95),  Shearwaters  by  R.M.  Lockley  ($1.25)  and  Puffins 
by  R.M.  Lockley  ($1.25).  Available  at  local  bookstores.  -  Editor. 

Toronto,  Ont,;  Among  the  76  species  recorded  on  the  1962  Christmas  Bird 
Count  in  the  Toronto  area  were:  single  Peregrine  Falcons,  Virginia  Rails,  Hawk 
Owls  and  Fox  Sparrows;  Other  species  of  interest  -  Red-tailed  Hawk-90,  Rough¬ 
legged  Hawk-16,  Red-shouldered  Hawk-3,  Long-eared  Owl-13,  Great-horned  Owl-8, 

Pine  Siskin-41,  Purple  Finch-37,  Black-backed  Three-toed  Woodpecker-5,  Oregon 
Junco-5,  Tufted  Titmouse-3  and  Brown  Thrasher-2.  -  Contributed  by  Mary  Clemesha. 

Rochester,  N.Y, :  A  recent  newspaper  article  tells  of  the  discovery  of  a 
subspecies  of  the  Canada  Goose  thought  to  be  extinct  in  the  Rochester  area  by 
Dr.  Harold  Hanson  of  the  Illinois  Natural  History  Survey.  Presumably  this 
refers  to  Brant a  canadensis  maxima .  -  Editor. 

(10) 
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V cl.  29,  No.  1 


PBCGRkM, -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 

Mrseum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  8:00 

P»M.  from  September  through  June  inclusive . 

February  13  -  Panel  discussion  on  verification  of  unusual  bird  records  by  all 

present  and  former  statisticians.  Robert  Andrle,  moderator. 

February  2?  -  Discussion  of  various  aspects  of  ornithology  based  on  several  sections 

of  Pettingill’s  Laboratory  and  Field  Manual  of  Ornithology. 

March  13  Recent  bird  pictures  by  Fred  Hall.  Plans  for  the  April  Bird  Count 

by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  McKale. 

March  27  -  No  meeting 


X.  JK.  J'.  'C  .'C.  'C  '/.  JSC.  3'  V/  \j  A/  A/  A/  A/  A/  A/  A/  A  /  N/  A/ 

^  A  /A  ^A  /A  /A  VA  /A  A  A  /A  7\  /A  ^A  /V  /A  ^A  ^A  /A  ^A  A  ^A  /\"  “/\" 


*>\* 

*- 

*- 

* 

* 


DINNER  MEETING 

Saturday  Evening,  March  30 

Speaker,  Dr.  Allen  H.  Benton 
State  University  College,  Fbedonia,  New  York 


*-  -x-  -x-  -x- 

* 

-x- 

r\ 

*}r 


* 


Details  to  be  announced  at  a  later  date 


W  «>/.  a/  W  \/_  X  JC  A/  W  V  W  A/  A/  _>/.  A/.  A/_  W  V  A/  U  W  V  A/_  W  „>/.  V_  A/_  A/  A#  A/  A#  A/ 

A  7A  7A  A  /A  /A  /A  /\  ^A  /A  OC  /A  7V  ^A  /A  A  7a  ^A  ^A  ^A  /A  ^  7a  /A  ^A  ^A  /A  /A  /\  ^A 


-X- 

A/ 

■>v* 

* 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

«  .  1 

February  22-24  -*  Those  interested  in  a  trip  to  see  Alcids  off  thd  Massachusetts 

coast  are  asked  to  contact  Frances  Rev/  (TA  2-0342) 

February  24  -  Ontario  Plain.  Meet  8:00  A.M.  at  University  Pla^a,  Buffalo. 

Leaders,  Walter  and  Harriette  Klabunde.  Margabet  Wendling,  local 
leader.  Meet  8:30  A.M. on  Rt.  #78  at  junction  with  Rt*  #268 
(near  Tonawanda  Greek) * 


A /A/  A/A/  \/A /A/  A/}/  A/  A/  A/A/  A/  A/  A/  A/  A/ ’A/  A/  A/  A/ 
/A  /A  /A  /\  /\  /A  /A  /A  /A  /A  /"/A  /A  /A  1A  /WA  /OWA  /A  /A 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  fifth  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler,  Kenneth  P.  Able,  76  Sterling  Road,  Hamburg,  New  York. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  Mrs.  Edward  P.  Cummiskey,  1759  Hertel  Avenue,  Buffalo 

16,  New  York 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde, 

4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  New  York 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

January  was  rough;  The  average  temperature  was  4.6  degrees  below  normal. 
Although  precipitation  was  only  a  little  over  half  the  usual  amount  for  January, 
the  absence  of  the  traditional  thaw  maintained  a  coristant  snow  cover.  During  the 
latter  half  of  the  month  the  official  depth  of  the  snow  at  the  Buffalo  airport 
varied  from  13  to  23  inches,  but  was  much  deepen  in  many  other  areas.  There  was 
a  moderate  blizzard  on  the  14th  and  a  memorable,  severe  one  on  the  23rd-25th.  The 
latter  brought  a  temperature  of  eleven  below  zero  at  Buffalo  airport  (lower  in 
many  other  localities)  and  was  accompanied  by  falling  snow  driven  by  strong  wirids 
with  gusts  as  high  as  55  m.p.h.  At  least  one  Mockingbird  and  several  Mourning 
Doves  are  known  to  have  succumbed  during  this  truly  terrible  storm. 

The  Hawk-Owl  and  the  Northern  Three-toed  Woddpecker  that  were  seen  in 
December  were  still  present  in  January.  Many  persons  report  that  more  Blue  Jays 
are  coming  to  their  feeding  stations  than  ever  before.  During  January  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science  received  more  telephone  calls  regarding  Sparrow  Hawks  in  the 
vicinity  of  feeding  stations  about  metropolitan  Buffalo  than  during  the  entire 
preceding  fifteen-year  period*  At  the  same  time  the  Klabundes  reported  an  unusual 
dearth  of  these  falcons  on  the  Lake  Ontario  plain,  where  there  are  ordiharily  a 
considerable  number  of  them.  It  could  be  that  the  prevalent  low  ebb  in  the  meadow 
mouse  cycle  plus  the  deep  snow  have  mostly  eliminated  the  ready  availability  of 
mice  and  have  driven  many  of  the  Sparrow  Hawks  to  the  congregating  places  of  House 
Sparrows  and  other  small  birds.  Many  of  these  hawks  were  observed  to  have  captured 
House  Sparrvws  at  feeding  stations.  -  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science, 
Buffalo,  New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  nDate  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
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Vol.  29,  No.  2  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con’t) 

New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario”  (B.O.S.,  1961),  has  been  received  and  placed  in 
the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Red-necked  Grebe 

Jan. 

26 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

Pied-b.  Grebe 

it 

6 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Grzybowski,  Nathan  et  al 

B.-cr. Night  Heron 

11 

5 

2  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Rew,  Schaffner  et  al 

( immature s) 

Whistling  Swan 

Jan. 

26 

1  Dunkirk  Harbob 

Rew 

Green-w.  Teal 

n 

3 

2  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Schaffner 

(1-2  birds 

reported  at  same  place  through  end  of  month) 

Redhead 

Jan. 

6 

6  Niagara  Falls 

Grzybowski,  Nathan  et  al 

it 

30 

27  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Lesser  Scaup 

11 

30 

3  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Hooded  Merganser 

it 

1 

1  Fort  Niagara 

Webster,  Greenman 

it 

6 

1  Niagara  River 

Grzybowski,  Nathan  et  al 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

it 

9 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

it 

30 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Rough-1.  Hawk 

ti 

1 

1  Grand  Island 

Mitchell  et  al 

11 

5 

1  Como  Lake  Pk* , Lancaster 

Nrozek 

it 

7 

1  Orchard  Park 

Bourne 

it 

7,28 

2,1  Derby 

Brockner 

it 

8*12 

1,2  Eden,  Derby 

Bourne 

11 

17 

1  Orchard  Park 

Bourne 

it 

18 

4  Angola  area 

Bourne 

ti 

20 

2  Ontario  Plain 

Rew,  Rathbun 

ti 

22 

1  Town  of  Batavia 

Buckland 

Bald  Eagle 

11 

13 

1  Grand  Island 

Ulrich s  et  al 

11 

30 

1  Navy  Island,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

(immature  bird) 

Marsh  Hawk 

Jan. 

1 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

11 

20 

3  Ransomville 

Ulrichs  et  al 

Killdeer 

11 

6L 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Grzybowski,  Nathan  et  al 

Glaucous  Gull 

it 

6 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Grzybowski,  Nathan  et  al 

11 

19 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Mitchell 

ti 

22,30 

3,4  Squaw  Island,  Buffalo 

Andrle 

11 

28 

3  Squaw  Island,  Buffalo 

Schaffner 

Iceland  Gull 

it 

28 

3  Squaw  Island,  Buffalo 

Schaffner 

Iceland  Gull 

n 

1 

1  Niagara  River 

Webster,  Greenman 

( L . g . glaucoides ) 

ti 

30 

1  Squaw  Island,  Buffalo 

Andrle 

Iceland  Gull 

11 

30 

2  Squaw  Island,  Buffalo 

Andrle 

(L.g.kumlieni) 

Gr.  Black-b.  Gull 

11 

6 

2  Wehrle  Drive  Quarry 

Wendlings 

it 

26  22 

:-25  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

ti 

28 

40  Squaw  Island,  Buffalo 

Schaffner 

11 

30 

52  Squaw  Island,  Buffalo 

Andrle 

ti 

30 

52  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

11 

13L 

3  Upper  Niagara  River 

Rosche,  Mrozek 

Mourning  Dove 

11 

1 

25  Millersport 

Rosche  et  al 

11 

8 

11  Town  of  Lockport 

Ulrichs,  Freitag 

11 

19 

16  Williamsville 

Wendlings 

it 

20 

40  near  Wilson 

Able,  Brownstein 

(many  reports  of  fewer  individuals  throughout  month) 
Hawk-Owl  The  bird  reported  at  Millersport  for  which  verifying  reports 

were  accepted  for  December  28  and  29,  1962,  was  reported  by 
many  observers  throughout  the  month  of  January. 
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Barred  Owl 

Jan. 

26 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Short-eared  Owl 

n 

3,26 

10,8  Lancaster 

Mrozek 

ti 

30 

1  near  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Belted  Kingfisher 

tt 

3 

1  Como  Lake  Pk.,  Lancaster 

Mrozek 

Y.-sh.  Flicker 

ii 

1-16 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

it 

1,2 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

n 

3,5 

1  Town  of  Batavia 

Buckland 

it 

5 

1  Beaver  Island  St*  Park 

Schaffner  et  al 

ii 

26,31 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont* 

Axtells 

Red-b.  Woodpecker 

ti 

10,17 

1  Town  of  Batavia 

Buckland 

Red-h.  Woodpecker 

ii 

1 

1  Lakewood  Park  (Nia,  Co.) 

Webster,  Greenman 

ti 

6 

5  Lakewood  Park  (Nia.  Co.) 

McKales;  Klabundes 

et 

al 

No .  Three-toed 

The 

:  bird  reported  at  Beaver  Island  State 

Park  for  which 

Woodpecker 

verifying  reports  were  accepted  for  December  1962,  was 

reported 

by  many  observers  January  1-17. 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

Jan. 

3,19 

2,1  Como  Lake  Pk.,  Lancaster 

Mrozek 

Mockingbird 

ii 

1-24 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Robin 

it 

1,26 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

it 

1 

1  Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

Letchworths 

ti 

6 

1  Fort  Niagara 

Grzybowski,  Nathan 

et 

al 

it 

21 

2  Springbrook 

Danner 

Cedar  Waxwing 

ii 

9 

13  Springbrook 

Danner 

ii 

12 

15  Derby 

Bourne 

ii 

12 

50  Como  Lake  Pk.,  Lancaster 

Mrozek 

ii 

13 

35  Derby 

Bourne 

(many  reports  of  fewer  individuals  throughout  month) 

Northern  Shrike 

Jan. 

.  1-31 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ti 

1 

1  Miller sport 

McKales 

ii 

1 

1  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Webster,  Greenman 

ii 

5 

1  near  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Letchworths 

ii 

6,20 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

it 

6 

1  Amherst 

Wendlings 

ii 

18 

1  Angola 

Bourne 

ii 

26 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

Myrtle  Warbler 

it 

5 

1  Town  of  Batavia 

Buckland 

ti 

6 

1  Fort  Niagara 

Grzybowski,  Nathan 

et 

al 

Eastern  Meadowlark  M 

2 

1  Lancaster 

Mrozek 

ti 

7 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

ti 

26 

5  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Common  Grackle 

it 

4 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

B  rown-h .  Cowbird 

tt 

6 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

it 

11,22 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

ii 

12 

2  Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

Letchworths 

it 

26 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Purple  Finch 

ti 

14 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

Tree  Sparrow 

n 

20 

300  Ontario  Plain 

Rew,  Rathbun 

(one  flock) 

Fox  Sparrow 

Jan 

.  31 

1  Hamburg 

Avery 

Lapland  Longspur 

Jan 

.  1 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

ii 

20 

6  Ontario  Plain 

Rew,  Rathbun 

Snow  Bunting 

n 

4 

200  Town  of  Batavia 

Buckland 

ii 

6 

300  near  Wilson 

McKales 

it 

13 

250  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes 

ti 

20 

375  Ontario  Plain 

Rew,  Rathbun 

(many  reports  of  fewer  individuals  throughout  month) 
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Additional  species  observed  during  January:  Mallard,  Black  Duck,  Gadwall, 
Pintail,  American  Widgeon,  Ring-necked  Duck,  Canvasback,  Greater  Scaup,  Common 
Goldeneye,  Bufflehead,  Oldsquaw,  King  Eider,  White-winged  Scoter,  Common  Merganser, 
Red-breasted  Merganser,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Sparrow  Hawk,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Ring-necked 
Pheasant,  Herring  Gull,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Screech  Owl,  Great  Horned  Owl,  Pileated 
Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Horned  Lark  (E.a.praticola) ,  Blue 
Jay,  Common  Crow,  Black-capped  Chickadee,  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper, 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  Starling,  House  Sparrow,  Cardinal,  American  Goldfinch, 
Slate-colored  Junco  and  Song  Sparrow. 


Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  during  January  1963:  BO 


Addenda  to  1962  Records: 

Loggerhead  Shrike  Nov.  4»26  1  Derby  S.  Brockner 

(see  note  in  this  issue) 

Fox  Sparrow  Dec.  26  1  Busti  Pillsburys 


Errata  to  Report  of  B.O*S.  Chbistmas  Bird  Count  (Vol.  29,  No.  1) 

1)  pages  5  and  9  -  the  number  of  Common  Mergansers  reported  should  read  6636 

2)  pages  6  and  9  -  delete  record  of  Black-legged  Kittiwake 


GENERAL  NOTES 

Observation  of  a  chickadee  nest.-  During  May  and  June  1962,  a  Black- 
capped  Chickadee  nested  near  my  house  in  the  City  Of  Buffalo.  The  following 
observations  were  made: 


May 

3 

May 

4 

May 

5-8 

May 

9 

May 

16 

May 

17 

May 

18 

May 

19 

May 

21 

May 

22 

May 

31 

June 

1 

June 

2 

June 

3 

June 

4 

-  bird  taking  fuzz  from  rope  on  our  back  porch;  one  did  the  work 
and  the  other  kept  near  by;  returned  a  number  of  times 

-  continued  taking  rope;  found  that  the  birds  were  building  in 
our  neighbors  wren  house,  the  house  placed  on  a  pipe  above  a 
healthy  rambler  rose  and  trellis  facing  east 

-  quiet 

-  neighbor  saw  bird  go  into  hole 

-  neighbor  saw  bird  go  into  hole 

-  two  observers  saw  bird  at  hole,  4:30  P.M. 

-  one  observer  saw  bird  in  tree,  5:30  P.M.  in  our  yard;  one  bird 
fed  the  other;  one  flew  to  hole 

-2:00  P.M.  -  saw  bird  go  into  hole 

-  2:00  P.M.  -  saw  bird  go  into  hole 

-  2:00  P.M.  -  saw  bird  fly  out  of  hole 

-  neighbor  saw  bird  going  in  and  out  all  day 

-  two  observers  watched  bird  going  in  and  out;  could  not  see  if 
bird  was  carrying  food 

-  could  not  see  if  bird  was  carrying  food 

-  bird  in  and  out  every  three  seconds  over  a  period  of  time  -  busy 
all  day;  observed  carrying  droppings  from  hole;  neighbor  saw 
feeding  material  being  carried 

-  two  birds  feeding  young;  in  the  afternoon  sparrows  were  all 
over  the  bird  house  and  in  rambler.  Chased  these  birds  away; 
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neighbor  had  had  to  do  the  same  earlier.  Chickadee  seemed  to 
notify  neighbor  by  sitting  on  a  telephone  wire  near  her  door  and 
giving  a  rather  distressed  "chick-a-dee-dee-dee"  call  over  and 
over.  A  number  of  minutes  elapsed  before  chickadees  became 
active,  after  sparrows  left. 

June  10  -  birds  still  in  and  out  of  house 

June  16  -  9:30  A.M.  -  birds  in  tree  in  our  yard;  they  fed  young  all  day; 

I  believe  there  are  two  young  but  I  am  not  sure  because  there 
is  so  much  activity 

June  17  -  8:00  A.M.  -  heard  birds  across  street;  9:30  A.M.  -  birds  at  end 
of  block  at  Dele van  and  Ashland  Avenues 

Mary  Louise  Emerson,  587  Ashland  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


Loggerhead  Shrike  at  Angola,  New  York.-  On  November  4,  1962  a  shrike 
struck  my  mist  net  as  it  pursued  a  Black-capped  Chickadee.  The  Chickadee  was  not 
hurt,  was  banded  and  released.  The  shrike  was  studied  carefully,  banded  and 
released. 

On  November  26,  1962  this  same  shrike  attacked  and  killed  a  Tree  Sparrow 
which  I  was  on  my  way  to  remove  from  the  net.  It  sat  on  the  net  pole  while  I 

removed  the  dead  sparrow.  I  put  the  Tree  Sparrow  in  the  freezer  and  returned  to 

watch  the  shrike.  As  it  hunted  about  for  the  bird  it  apparently  knew  it  had 
struck,  it,  too,  became  entangled  in  the  net.  I  again  caught  it,  handled  it,  and 

checked  its  band  number.  It  was  the  same  bird.  I  then  took  it  a  few  miles  away 

and  released  it  at  the  Erie  County  Water  Authority  at  Sturgeon  Point. 

This  bird  had  solid  black  upper  and  lower  mandibles.  It  had  no 

vermiculations  or  barring  on  its  breast  or  sides  and  the  black  mask  met  over  the 

upper  mandible,  I  banded  it  with  band  number  602  -  43724  and  recorded  it  an  an 
adult  Loggerhead  Shrike. 

I  realize  that  this  is  a  very  late  record  but  I  believe  this  bird  had  found 

an  easy  source  of  food  and  had  I  not  removed  it,  it  would  have  remained  for 

sometime.  I  now  have  a  Northern  Shrike  practicing  the  same  method  of  food 
gathering  at  my  feeding  station.  I  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  trap  this  bird.- 
Sylvia  Brockner,  Burns  Road,  Angola,  New  York. 


Summer  Birds  of  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park.-  During  the  second  and  third 
week  of  June  1962,  thirteen  members  undertook  a  survey  of  this  Park  in  order  to 
determine  what  species  might  be  nesting  here  and  how  abundantly.  6l  probable 
breeding  species  were  recorded  totaling  about  1531  breeding  pairs. 


Green  Heron 

2 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

16 

Mallard 

3 

Common  Tern 

750 

Wood  Duck 

11 

Rock  Dove 

6 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

1 

Mourning  Dove 

4 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

10 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

1 

Killdeer 

15 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

2 

American  Woodcock 

4 

Yellow-shafted  Flicker 

13 

Common  Snipe 

2 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

1 
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Hairy  Woodpecker 

1 

Yellow  Warbler 

57 

Downy  Woodpecker 

6 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

1 

Eastern  Kingbird 

7 

Yellowthroat 

19 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

7 

American  Redstart 

4 

Eastern  Phoebe 

1 

House  Sparrow 

4 

Traill's  Flycatcher 

10 

Bobolink 

1 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

11 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

4 

Tree  Swallow 

6 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

180 

Rough-winged  Swallow 

1 

Baltimore  Oriole 

23 

Blue  Jay 

5 

Common  Grackle 

61 

Common  Crow 

1 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

29 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

3 

Cardinal 

5 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

1 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

2 

House  Wren 

1 

Indigo  Bunting 

2 

Long-billed  Marsh  Wren 

17 

American  Goldfinch 

18 

Short-billed  Marsh  Wren 

3 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

1 

Catbird 

21 

Savannah  Sparrow 

4 

Brown  Thrasher 

2 

Vesper  Sparrow 

1 

Robin 

48 

Chipping  Sparrow 

2 

Wood  Thrush 

5 

Field  Sparrow 

2 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

1 

Swamp  Sparrow 

93 

Starling 

22 

Song  Sparrow 

90 

Red-eyed  Vireo  7 

Whitney  W.  Mallam,  545  Fourth  Street,  Niagara  Falls,  New  York. 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 
Report  of  the.  Ninth  January  Waterfowl  Count 

Date:  January  12-20,  1962  (target  date  January  13) 

i-  i 

Species  Recorded:  Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  territory  letters 
where  the  species  was  observed  when  it  was  reported  from  three  or  fewer 
territories. 


Canada  Goose 

2  (B) 

Greater  Scaup 

3504 

Mallard 

447 

Lesser  Scaup 

1  (B) 

Black  Duck 

992 

Common  Goldeneye 

4220 

Gadwall 

1  (B) 

Bufflehead 

304 

Pintail 

15  (A,B) 

Old squaw 

2500 

Green-winged  Teal 

2  (H) 

King  Eider 

1  (B) 

American  Widgeon 

6  (B) 

White-winged  Scoter 

16  (A,B,E) 

Redhead 

78  (B,N) 

Hooded  Merganser 

3  (A,B) 

Ring-necked  Duck 

1  (B) 

Common  Merganser 

1072 

Canvasback 

3644 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

91 

Miscellaneous:  Unidentified  ducks,  34.  GRAND  TOTAL,  20  species,  about  16,900 
individuals. 

Comments  and  Comparisons:  Thirty-three  observers  in  thirteen  parties 
participated  in  our  waterfowl  count  this  year.  Eleven  parties  were  out  on  January 
13,  the  target  date.  Dr.  Eaton,  at  Olean  took  his  count  on  Jan.  12  and  rechecked 
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on  Jan.  20.  Ken  Able  was  unable  to  get  away  on  the  target  date,  but  carried  out 
his  assignment  on  Jan.  20.  The  weather  was  cold,  but  not  unusual.  It  was  clear 
in  the  north,  with  cloudy  skies  and  some  snowfall  in  the  south.  The  coverage,  in 
general,  was  good. 

16,900  water  birds,  of  20  species  were  counted.  The  number  of  individual 
birds  observed  was  the  lowest  in  the  9  years  of  the  count l  Much  of  the  decrease 
can  be  seen  in  one  species  -  the  Canvasback.  Whether  this  represents  a  total 
decrease  of  the  continental  population  for  this  species  or  merely  a  shift  in 
winter  distribution  must  await  results  from  other  areas,  but  if  it  is  the  former, 
this  species  seems  to  be  on  its  way  out. 

Of  the  more  abundant  species,  most  others  were  about  average  as  compared 
with  other  years.  Red-breasted  Mergansers,  however,  were  at  an  all-time  low.  On 
the  other  hand.  Pintails  and  Redheads  were  present  in  the  second  highest  numbers, 
while  Buffleheads  tied  the  all-time  high  established  in  1957. 

Territories  and  Observers:  Underlined  names  denote  the  individuals 
responsible  for  the  coverage  of  each  territory. 

A.  Niagara  River  (Canadian  side),  bottom  of  Niagara  Falls  north  to  Lake  Ontario  - 

Mary  Louise  Emerson,  Marjorie  Emerson,  Bernard  Nathan 

B.  Niagara  River  (Canadian  side).  Lake  Erie  north  to  top  of  Niagara  Falls  - 

Richard  C.  Rosche,  Carl  Mrozek 

C .  Lake  Erie  and  Niagara  River  (American  side).  South  Buffalo  Harbor  north  to 

Tonawanda  Creek  -  Frances  M.  Rewt  Frances  Rathbun 
D*  Niagara  River  (American  side),  Tonawanda  Creek  north  to  top  of  Niagara  Falls  - 
Marie  and  Margaret  Wendling 

E.  Niagara  River  (American  side),  bottom  of  Niagara  Falls  north  to  Lake  Ontario  - 

Edward  L.  Seeber.  Harold  Freund 

F.  Lake  Ontario,  south  shore  from  Fort  Niagara  east  to  Olcott  -  Kenneth  P.  Able, 

Richard  Brownstein 

G.  Lake  Ontario,  south  shore  from  Olcott  east  to  Point  Breeze  -  Walter  and 

Harriett e  Klabunde 

H .  Buffalo  Parks  -  Arthur  Freitag 

I.  Niagara  River  from  Grand  Island  -  Alice  and  Edward  Ulrich.  Raymond  Franz, 

Astrid  Kodric,  Mercedeth  Lovelace,  Mr*  and  Mrs.  Willard  McKale,  Ann  Vinci, 
Elaine  Wrozniak 

K*  Chautauqua  Lake  and  Jamestown  area  -  Lois  Buck,  Nina  Bates 

L.  Lake  Erie,  south  shore  from  Lackawanna  to  Dunkirk  -  Harold  D,  Mitchell,  David 

Thompson 

M.  Allegany  River  near  Olean  -  Stephen  W.  Eaton 

N.  Lake  Erie,  south  shore  from  Dunkirk  southwest  to  Pennsylvania  State  Line  - 

Willard  Stanley,  Allen  H.  Benton,  Teresa  Schober 

I  wish  to  thank  each  of  those  who  participated.  -  Edward  L.  Seeber,  493 
Norwood  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  8:00 
P.M.  from  September  through  June  inclusive. 

March  13  -  Recent  bird  pictures  by  Fred  Hall.  Plans  for  the  April  Bird  Count  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  McKale 


March  27  -  No  meeting 
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DINNER  MEETING 

Saturday  Evening,  March  30 

Speaker,  Dr.  Allen  H*  Benton 
State  University  College,  Fredonia,  New  York 

Details  to  be  announced  at  a  later  date 
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PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


March  10  -  Trip  south  of  Buffalo,  including  Dunkirk  Harbor.  Leader,  Thomas  L. 

Bourne.  Meet  at  University  Plaza,  Buffalo  at  8:00  A.M.  Local  leader, 
Gertrude  Webster i  If  more  convenient,  meet  at  8:45  A.M.  at  the  corner 
of  South  Lake  Street  and  Long  Avenue  in  Hamburg. 

March  31  -  Oak  Orchard  and  Clarence  Sinks.  Joint  trip  with  the  Ontario  Federation 
of  Naturalists  Clubs  and  Buffalo  Audubon  Society.  Meet  8:00  A*M.  at 
University  Plaza,  Buffalo.  Leader,  Harold  D.  Mitchell 

April  7  -  April  Bird  Count.  Leader,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Willard  McKale  (TF  4-0784). 

Please  contact  the  leaders  if  you  can  participate. 


X/  X/  X/  W  X/  X/  >/_ X/  X/  X/WXf. 

a  a  /ODw\  /Ox  a  /Ov  /\  /wOOrVOOx  /x 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  fifth  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler:  Kenneth  P.  Able,  76  Sterling  Road,  Hamburg,  New  York. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  Mrs.  Edward  P.  Cummiskey,  1759  Hertel  Avenue,  Buffalo 

16,  New  York 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde, 

4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  New  York 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  New  York 


(19) 


.  ./  ,><i 

-  •  •  V  \  •  .  •  ,  *’  ;  '  '  .V*  »'  ■*  ,  r-v 


* 


1  ' 


r 


■  h  ■ 


■ 


trn  n- 


■ 


1.. 


r-  .  .  *  « 


J.,  . 


i  # 

4  ■  r : 


i  r-i 


iv 


-  ; 


t. 


.t  r-p. 


. 


„  -V 


■  . 


\  .i 


■  •  ri 

‘X  : 


V* 


*•,  -K 


r 


L. 

7/ 


> 


as*  e_  10  ir  mom  o  ' 

t  /A  It  Y 

Volume  29 
Number  3 

ALBERT  K.  MAlfrI 
March  LIBRARY 

1963 

H 

«  nn*„ mm 

APR  1 G  1963 

Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


The  rough  winter  weather  continued  through  February.  It  was  the  coldest 
February  since  1936,  with  the  average  temperature  4.3  degrees  below  normal  and 
five  days  when  it  reached  zero  or  below.  Wind  velocities  were  higher  than  usual. 
Precipitation  was  only  1.03  inches,  which  was  1.69  inches  below  normal,  making 
it  the  second  driest  February  on  record.  None-the-less  the  snow  cover  was  always 
7  to  19  inches  at  the  U.S.  Weather  Bureau  Station  at  Buffalo  -  deeper  in  many 
other  areas  -  and  there  were  only  four  days  in  which  at  least  some  snow  did  not 
fall. 


Four  successive  days,  the  17th  to  20th,  of  temperatures  that  went  above 
freezing  apparently  misled  certain  grebes  into  migrating  northward,  but  they  then 
must  have  found  that  many  bodies  of  water  that  are  usually  open  at  this  time  of 
the  year  were  not  available  to  them  this  particular  year,  so  that  they  dropped 
down  exhausted  on  highways  or  in  snow.  The  Niagara  Frontier  is  only  part  of  the 
area  over  which  grebes  were  found  stranded  away  from  water.  Such  findings  of 
numbers  of  grounded  grebes  are  not  rare  immediately  following  the  sudden  freezing 
of  northern  waters  in  late  fall  or  early  winter,  forcing  numbers  of  these  birds 
southward,  but  the  circumstances  surrounding  this  particular  "drop-down" 
eliminate  the  accept ibility  of  this  usual  explanation  for  these  phenomena.  The 
present  instance  would  appear  to  be  associated  with  a  northward  rather  than  a 
southward  movement* 

Port  Weller,  Ont.  is  a  new  locality  for  the  Harlequin  Duck.  This  individual 
stayed  about  the  ends  of  the  piers  that  form  the  north  end  of  the  Welland  Canal. 

One  hundred  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  as  reported  in  Dunkirk  Harbor  is  a  very  large 
number  to  be  seen  away  from  the  Niagara  River.  The  Boreal  Owl  reported  this  month 
is  the  second  record  for  the  B.O.S.  Study  ared*  Both  records  are  from  the  same 
general  portion  of  our  territory,  and  both  are  verified  by  Kodachrome 
transparencies  in  the  B.O.S.  files. 

One  of  the  largest  mid-winter  invasions  of  Purple  Finches  on  record  began 
to  develop  about  the  middle  of  February.  The  numbers  of  these  birds  increased 
rapidly  until  some  persons  reported  as  many  as  twenty  or  thirty  at  their  feeding 
stations.  One  of  the  most  common  questions  in  the  telephone  calls  received. at  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  around  the  end  of  the  month  was  from  feeding  station 
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operators  inquiring  about  the  identity  of  birds  that  they  described  as  Purple 
Finches.  A  reasonable  theory  to  explain  this  invasion  would  seem  to  be  that  an 
unusually  large  crop  of  seeds  of  birch,  tamarack,  and  several  other  conifers  in 
parts  of  the  northern  coniferous  forest  induced  large  numbers  of  Purple  Finches 
and  certain  other  finches  to  gather  there,  and  then  when  this  food  supply  dwindled 
the  Purple  Finches  moved  southward,  finding  the  ample  supply  of  sunflower  seeds 
offered  at  the  numerous  feeding  stations  in  our  general  latitude.  This  theory  is 
suggested  and  supported  by  the  findings  during  a  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
expedition  during  December  to  Algonquin  Provincial  Park  about  250  miles  north  of 
here,  when  such  a  crop  was  noted  with  such  numbers  of  finches  utilizing  it,  and  by 
observations  on  the  spring  migration  lane  along  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  which 
have  failed  to  discover  a  single  Purple  Finch  flying  with  the  northward-bound 
migrants,  even  during  this  period  of  rapid  increase.  The  Purple  Finch  is  a  diurnal 
migrant  that  is  very  easily  distinguished  in  flight  during  its  normal  northward 
migration  in  late  April  and  early  May.  At  the  same  time  and  in  much  smaller 
numbers.  Pine  Siskins,  Goldfinches,  Redpolls,  and  Evening  Grosbeaks  have  also  been 
a  part  of  this  late  February  invasion.  -  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science, 
Buffalo,  New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities,  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961),  has  been  received  and  placed  in 
the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Red-necked  Grebe  Feb.  1  Holland  Guenther  rep.  Rosche 


(picked  up 

on  either  Feb.  21  or  22 

alive  on  a  snow-covered 

field;  specimen  now  in  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science) 

Feb.  28 

1  Lancaster 

H 0 chmuth  rep .  Axt ell 

(picked  up 

alive:  specimen  now  in 

Buffalo  Museum  of  Science) 

Whistling  Swan 

Feb. 10, 23 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Buck,  Bates 

"  19 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Brockner 

*  Canada  Goose 

»  17 

2  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Brockner 

Pintail 

"  9,22 

1,2  Wehrle  Drive  Quarry 

Mrozek,  Kitka 

Green-w.  Teal 

One  bird  reported  throughout  the  month  at  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Buffalo 

Amer.  Widgeon 

Feb. 9, 22 

1  Wehrle  Drive  Quarry 

Mrozek,  Kitka 

Redhead 

"  9,22 

1,2  Wehrle  Drive  Quarry 

Mrozek,  Kitka 

«  12 

28  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Webster 

«  17 

15  Bridgeburg 

Brockner 

"  19 

40  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Brockner 

Greater  Scaup 

"  10 

2  Allegany  State  Park 

Webster 

-^Harlequin  Duck 

"  3 

1  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Able,  Dorst  et  al 

(one  male 

reported  here  through  February  17) 

Hooded  Merganser 

Feb.  3 

1  Niagara  River 

Able  et  al 

•>;*Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

"  14,1S 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

»  6 

1  Cheektowaga 

Rosche 

(21) 
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Coopers  Hawk 

Feb. 

16 

1  Orchard  Park 

Andrle 

it 

18 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

ii 

24 

1  Lockport 

Klabundes 

Rough-1,  Hawk 

it 

11 

1  Derby 

Brc  ckner 

it 

12 

2  Angola 

Bourne 

it 

10 

4  Akron-Indian  Falls  area 

Wend lings 

it 

17 

1  Clarence 

Mitchell  et  al 

ti 

17 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Mrozek,  Rosche  et  al 

ii 

22 

1  Batavia 

Webster,  Rathbun  et  al 

it 

24 

3  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes 

Bald  Eagle 

it 

12 

1  Gerry 

Webster 

ii 

24 

1  Navy  Island,  Ont. 

Rew,  Rathbun,  Dietrich 

(above  two  observations  were  immature  birds) 

Feb. 

10 

1  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

C.  Hawes,  Dorst 

ti 

26 

1  Zoar  Valley 

Hall,  Bigelow  et  al 

Glaucous  Gull 

( adult ) 

Feb.  3 

1  Squaw  Island,  Buffalo 

Mitchell 

ii 

3 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Able  et  al 

ii 

10 

3  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Mrozek,  Seeber,  Nathan 

ii 

17 

2  Squaw  Island,  Buffalo 

Able,  Brownstein 

it 

22 

1  Wehrle  Drive  Quarry 

Mrozek,  Kitka 

ii 

23 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rew 

Iceland  Gull 

ii 

3 

1  South  Buffalo  Harbor 

Abies 

( L .  g . glaucoide  s ) 

it 

17 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Able,  Brownstein  et  al 

Iceland  Gull 

it 

17 

1  Squaw  Island,  Buffalo 

Able,  Brownstein 

(L.g.kumlieni) 

Gr.  Black-b.  Gull 

it 

1 

100  Dunkirk 

Buck,  Bates 

tt 

9 

1  Cheektowaga 

Mrozek,  Kitka 

it 

12 

76  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Webster 

H  awk-Owl 

The 

i  bird  reported  December  28,  1962  through  January  1963  at 

Miller sport 

was  reported  through  February  10 

^Long-eared  Owl 

Feb. 

5 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

it 

18 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

C.  Hawes,  Troupe 

tt 

23 

1  Long  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Thill 

Short-eared  Owl 

it 

16 

3  Lyndonville 

Smith 

n 

17 

1  near  Wilson 

Rew,  Bucks 

ti 

22 

1  Clarence 

Mrozek 

ii 

23 

1  near  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Andrle,  Thill 

* Bo real  Owl 

it 

16 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Ci  Hawes 

* Saw-whet  Owl 

it 

3 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Able  et  al 

n 

17 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Mrozek,  Rosche  et  al 

ti 

18 

2  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

C.  Hawes,  Troupe 

Yellow-sh.  Flicker  11 

1-28 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

t! 

3-28 

1-2  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

11 

12,26 

1  Angola,  Derby 

Bourne 

tt 

12 

1  Grand  Island 

Wendlings 

tl 

18 

5  Portland 

Buck,  Bates 

II 

19 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Brockner 

Reci-b.  Woodpecker 

II 

24 

1  hear  Lockport 

Klabundes 

it 

22 

2  Batavia 

Webster,  ftathbun  et  al 

Red-h.  Woodpecker 

II 

3 

2  Fort  Niagara 

Mrozek  et  al 

It 

7 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

II 

23,24 

1  near  Fort  Niagara 

Klabundes 

(22) 
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Horned  Lark  Feb.  9 

40  Lancaster 

Mrozek 

(E«a .praticola)  " 

-  23 

12  Millersport 

Klabundes 

ti 

24 

66  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes 

(many  reports  of  fewer  individuals  throughout  month) 

Horned  Lark  Feb.  3 

3  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Grzybowski,  Able 

(E.a .alpestris ;  " 

11 

1  Lancaster 

Mrozek 

ti 

25 

1  Angola 

Stevensons 

•^Tufted  Titmouse  " 

3 

2  Niagara-on-the-Lake, 

Ont. Able  et  al 

ti 

18 

1  Dunkirk 

Buck,  Bates 

**Winter  Wren  M 

18 

1  Angola 

Bourne 

* Carolina  Wren  " 

3 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Able  et  al 

Mockingbird  n 

4 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

it 

17 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Able  et  al 

Robin  " 

2,23 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

it 

3 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

tt 

18 

2  Portland 

Buck,  Bates 

it 

19 

1  Angola 

Brockner 

•“•Eastern  Bluebird  Feb.  3 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Able,  Dorst  et  a 

Cedar  Waxwing  Feb.  10 

69  Lockport 

Klabundes 

it 

12 

45  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

(many  reports  of  fewer  individuals  throughout  month) 

Northern  Shrike  Feb.  1-3 

3  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

4-28 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ti 

10 

1  Allegany  State  Park 

WTebster,  Ahrens 

it 

11 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

ii 

17,24 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

it 

22 

1  Millersport 

Mrozek,  Kitka 

Brown-h.  Cowbird  " 

3 

2  Hamburg 

Bourne 

•“•Evening  Grosbeak  n 

25 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

* Common  Redpoll  " 

19,20 

2,8  Kenmore 

Rathbun 

tt 

22 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

-“-Pine  Siskin  ” 

7 

11  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Freitag 

ii 

17 

6  Youngstown  Cemetery 

Rew,  Bucks 

it 

23 

2  Youngstown  Cemetery 

Klabundes 

n 

24 

20-25  Youngstown  Cemetery 

Klabundes 

■'“•Rufous- s .  Towhee  M 

1 

1  St*  Catharines,  Ont. 

C.  Hawes,  Dorst 

ii 

3 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Able  et  al 

Tree  Sparrow  " 

10 

200  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

ii 

22 

250  Batavia 

Webster,  Rathbun 

ti 

24 

250  Ontario  Plain 

Klabundes  et  al 

*White-cr.  Sparrow  n 

10 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

ti 

24 

2  Lockport 

Klabundes 

Lapland  Longspur  11 

17 

8  near  Youngstown 

Rew,  Bucks 

ii 

24 

8  Lockport 

Klabundes 

Snow  Bunting  " 

7 

80  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Freitag 

n 

10 

550  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Mrozek,  Seeber, 

ti 

22 

400  Batavia 

Webster,  Rathbun 

ii 

24 

750  near  Ransomville 

Wendlings 

et  al 


(many  reports  of  fewer  individuals  throughout  the  month) 


Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded:  80 
Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  1£ 
Total  for  1963:  95 
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In  Memoriam 


K.  AXEL  HEILBORN 


Our  esteemed  member,  Axel  Heilborn,  passed  away  on  February  20,  1963  at 
his  home  in  Niagara  Falls,  following  an  illness  of  several  weeks.  He  was  in 
his  64th  year. 

Born  in  Stockholm,  Sweden,  Axel  graduated  from  the  Royal  Technical 
Institute,  Stockholm,  in  Chemical  Engineering,  and  he  served  with  the  Swedish 
Corps  of  Engineers  during  World  War  I. 

He  came  to  Niagara  Falls  in  1925  and  joined  the  Niagara  Alkali  Company, 
where  he  became  Chief  Engineer  and  later  Director  of  Research.  In  1946  Axel 
became  Technical  Director  of  Research  and  Engineering,  and  he  remained  with  the 
Company  in  a  technical  capacity  after  its  merger  with  Hooker  Chemical  Corp. 
in  1955. 

After  attending  a  class  on  birds  conducted  by  Winston  Brockner  in  Niagara 
Falls,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heilborn  became  interested  in  the  subject  and  joined  our 
Society  in  1945.  They  became  active  members  in  1948,  and  have  participated  in 
a  great  many  of  the  activities  of  the  Society.  Beginning  in  1947,  for  seven 
consecutive  years  the  Heilborns  recorded  in  The  Prothonotary  the  life 
histories  of  Cardinals  nesting  in  the  neighborhood  of  their  home  in  the 
LaSalle  section  of  Niagara  Falls.  While  written  in  a  popular  vein,  these 
articles  contained  much  data  of  scientific  interest. 

Axel  was  much  interested  in  Buckhom 1  Island  State  Park,  and  in  its  being 
set  aside  as  a  wildlife  refuge  by  the  Niagara  Frontier  State  Park  Commission. 

He  kept  our  Society  advised  of  any  developments  which  might  adversely  affect 
this  area.  At  times  he  submitted  articles  to  the  Niagara  Falls  Gazette 
calling  attention  to  certain  proposals  which  he  thought  might  cause  damage  to 
the  Park  or  its  wildlife  1 

i 

Another  project  which  benefited  from  Axel’s  enthusiasm  was  the  Grand 
Island  Refuge  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society*  He  served . as  Chairman  of 
the  Sanctuary  Fund  to  complete  the  purchase  of  the  Refuge,  ahd  it  was  his  wish 
that,  in  place  of  flowers,  any  of  his  friends  who  desired  should  give  to 
the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  for  its  Refuge  Fund.  How  kind  it  was  of 
Axel  to  think  of  our  Society  in  this  connection. 

When  the  Western  New  York  Chapter  of  the  Nature  Conservancy  was  formed, 
the  first  purpose  being  the  purchase  of  Moss  Lake,  Axel  Heilborn  was  elected 
the  first  Chairman  of  the  Chapter.  The  successful  campaign  was  a  great 
tribute  to  his  ability  and  enthusiasm. 

He  was  also  a  member  of  the  National  Audubon  Society,  the  Buffalo 
Audubon  Society  and  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences.  Axel  Heilborn 
was  a  dedicated  conservationist,  highly  respected  by  all.  His  passing  is 
truly  a  great  loss.  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell 
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Vol.29,  No.  3 


FIRST  SUPPLEMENT 
TO 

DATE  GUIDE  TO  BIRDS  OF  WESTERN  NEW  YORK  AND  ADJACENT  ONTARIO 

Second  Edition,  1961 

The  status  of  certain  species  of  birds  in  the  B.O.S.  Study  Area  is 
continuously  changing  and  our  knowledge  of  others  increases  yearly.  The 
committee  has  considered  ail  records  between  June  1961  and  the  end  of  1962.  It  is 
suggested  that  you  make  the  following  additions  and  changes  in  your  Date  Guide. 
These  changes  will  go  into  effect  beginning  with  the  March  1962  records. 


Cattle  Egret . .  . 

Canada  Goose 

.All  Year . eliminate  dates 

White-fronted  Goose . . . . 

Common  Teal . 

Green-winged  Teal*  . 

•Mar.  11- Jan.  5 . change  dates 

Blue-winged  Teal* . 

.Mar.  14-No v.  15 - * . change  dates 

European  Widgeon . 

•Mar.  25-May  10 . add  spring  dates 

White-winged  Scoter  ....  .Sept.  23-June  5 . change  dates 


Broad-winged  Hawk*  . 

.  .Apr.  15-0ct .  13  •  •  ‘  * . change  dates 

Bobwhite* . . . . 

All  Year  . Add  all  year  for  Batavia  area 

In  vicinity  of  Batavia  ONLY 


Chukar  . 

,,  M  . Add  after  Ring-n.  Pheasant 

Semipalmated  Plover  . . . . 

July  15-Nov.  5 . change  fall  dates 

Black-bellied  Plover  . . . 

,  .May  7- June  13 . change  spring  dates 

Ruddy  Turnstone  . 

.May  9-June  26,  July  20-Nov.  7.. change  spring  &  fall  dates 

Willet . 

..July  22-Sept.  15 . add  fall  dates 

Lesser  Yellowlegs . 

..Apr,  1-0 ct .  31 . change  dates 

Knot . . 

..May  20-June  11,  July  28-0ct .21. change  spring  &  fall  dates 

Pectoral  Sandpiper. . . . , 

..Mar.  26-May  31 . change  spring  dates 

White-r.  Sandpiper.... 

..May  17-June  23 . change  spring  dates 

Least  Sandpiper. ....... 

..May  6-June  10 . change  spring  dates 

(25) 
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Short-b.  Dowitcher . July  8-0ct.  2 . change  fall  dates 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper . May  10-June  18,  July  7-0ct.  28.. change  spring  &  fall  dates 

Western  Sandpiper . July  19-0ct.  6 . change  dates 

Sander  ling . July  12-Nov.  26 . . . change  fall  dates 

Parasitic  Jaeger . .Aug.  28-Nov.  26 . . . add  dates  for  Great  Lakes 

Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Ontario  ONLY 

Little  Gull . Aug.  26-Jan.  21 . . . change  fall  dates 

Forster's  Tern. ......... .Aug.  19-Nov.  8 . . «. . .eliminate  spring  dates 

Boreal  Owl . . . Add  after  Short-e.  Owl 

Northern  Three-toed . . . Add  after  Black-backed 

Woodpecker  Three-toed  Woodpecker 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher . Aug.  4-0ct.  3 . change  fall  dates 

Tree  Swallow*- . ...Mar.  22-Oct.  27 . . . .  <*. ...  .change  dates 

Bank  Swallow*  ...... . . Apr.  15-Sept.  30* . . . change  dates 

Cliff  Swallow*. . .Apr.  13-Sept.  24 . change  dates 

Mockingbird* . All  year . . eliminate  dates 


Veery*... . . . Apr.  29-Sept.  27..*.* 


* . . . . change  dates 


Golden-winged  Warbler*. .  .May  1-Sept .  21  i  * . . . change  dates 


Tennessee  Warbler, 


,Aug.  20-0ct.  I7*.i;*i. . ♦... change  fall  dates 


Orange-cr.  Warbler . Apr.  30-May  25..***** . change  spring  dates 

,  j  , 

Myrtle  Warbler. . . Augi  11-Mar  .li ........  i  *  * . change  fall  dates 

Cerulean  Warbler* . Apr.  29-Sept.  13.... . change  dates 

Blackburnian  Warbler*. ..  .Apr.  27-0ct.  14 . change  dates 

Mourning  Warble r*. . May  8-0ct.  1 . change  dates 


Bobolink**, 


.Apr.  29-0ct.  7 . change  dates 


Orchard  Oriole* . May  2-Aug.  24. . . . change  area 

Canadian  Lake  Erie  Plain  ONLY 

Black-headed  Grosbeak . . . Add  after  Rose-br.  Grosbeak 


Evening  Grosbeak, 


.Oct.  11-May  28 . . . change  dates 


(26) 


\  I  '  •  ■  •  ■ 

*  .  -j*--  •  -  .  ii— -ii  «ri  •  .«  .  •-  i  «  »  »»■  -  -  . 


ri  w 


*>  r  <  7 


:  J 

*  •  .  •  •  '  •  •  ■#  %  • 


i»  *  v  f  •* 


I •  •  ioO-8  ■  '  : i  •  •  . 


-  :  ;  j  i  •  r,'  do .  £  '  -  '  .  qj  qbrue 

Rfk  . .  •  •  .  .  . c  • -  .  .  ' 


-4*  jt;  f  n  i  *3  r  rf  C*  C*  f  w  f  f  r  t. 


.  •  ■  ■  ’■ 

r  »  *  .*•»..  A  ►  A-  *  v  ►  *  • 


I*  **•  <■  ■• 

*  ■**  ■  •  -  *  I  *  *  ■«■ 


V  r  - 

A  *  V  iw 


/,  >v  h 


MJ8: 


«1  4*  * 


**  '•  ,  /  M  -i  . 
c.»  * 


••A-; A 


■  £  '  ... 


; 


■  -.r  V  •  -  *• 


r-V:  ■  *  )>.-*&* 


,■•  -  •  ;  >... 

I'U  ,  . 


• .  •  ~  •  •  »  **--■. 


■’!,•.•  '■JI  » *•;  .  .  "A  •  -  r  • • 

y  4  -  •  i*  i  !*•  1*1*1  ....  _•  .  ..  ■  •  »- 


01  ■  ..'  £  .  ■  .  .  . 
•  ■  ;  ■>.-  ■"  • 


»  n  *  «  »  *••  >#  i  '.*«*»• 


;v,-v!osd’boov-.‘ 


••  i  ;•.  F .  •  <  • 

ft 


*  •  «  •  » 


P 


It.f  2  »  *.• 


.  •  •  ■  .»  .  .,•  ........  .  ...  • 


....  ....  . 


'  r. '  •? 


‘  ■ .  .  ' '  ...  •  ‘  ' .  ,...■.. 

•  •  '  '  *—•  - ■  i  •  J  •  .  •*  ‘  .  •  •  4  ^  ^  V  *  *,  •  t  r  .  -  4  ■  *  /  •  r  *•.  .....  ... 


<•  ■ '  '  ■  ’ '  •  t  .  .. .,  1  : '  T  . 

.  4  4  s..  .  .  .  |  4  », 


•  f 


•  '■ :  :  .  ;  S 


*.  *<*  k-  '  «  *•- 


*«■ ■  •  ■-  ’■  ■-  •  •  j  • '  •.  -  •. 


*  *  *  *  v  *  - 


*  *  •  -  *  V*  .V  *<»  *4.  •  .*•■4'  •  4.  .  •  '  ;  ■-  M 


-  •  '  •  (  ■  •£*?•  "  '' 

{I  - 

-  •  •  -  V  ..  i. 


V.  .  T  /«  C*  • :  ■  -l  ‘  x  A  ••  Vi 

.  .  .  .  ..  .  •  •  •  - 


V  ' 


Vj  n  ...  v  %,  »•  1  .  *v  *-  %  A  >  *V- 


*  '  '  V 


v  ’  ■  .  1  ' 

•  *  %  V 


*1  *  "  *t  *•  A  ♦  **  *  '#  S  V  *»  * 


c2  .  ....  .  ...  ,  .. 


■ .  u 


■■■  y 


••  •*  i  >;  »  j  *  i**f  . J*  * 


.  *'  »  -  4.  >  > 


:..  \  '  ■'  ......  •  ..  .  i  .  . 


:  ... 


’■  V  •%«*«««  -  \  # 


1 


•  '  » 


ftsswi  •;?  *.  .  r* 

..^7./.  *.  „  V  e.  >  %  v  ».  %,  fc  •  ,  *  .  •  4 


-  .  *•  '  ■  •  " 

.  -i;\\  ..J-.'- .;  '• 


-  *.  ; ‘  -■  #■' 1  r^.  i1" i  -  w  ^  r-  W  '  ......  .', 


*»*',  W>*:  C  ■  s," 


»  . 


(d !  ) 


Vol.  29,  No.  3  -  First  Supplement  to  Date  Guide  (con’t) 


Grasshopper  Sparrow-- . Apr.  19-Sept.  29 . change  dates 

.Lincoln*  s  Sparrow*- ...... .Sept.  6-0ct,  17 . . . .  change  fall  dates 


March  20,  1963 

Research  Committee 

Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Chairman 

Kenneth  P*  Able 

Robert  F.  Andrle 

Harold  H.  Axtell 

Bernard  Nathan 

Richard  C.  Rosche 

Edward  L.  Seeber 


NOTES  AND  NEWS 


Descriptions  of  B.O.S.  Territories:  Attached  to  this  issue  of  The 
Prothonotary ,  are  two  numberless  pages,  containing  descriptions  of  where  to  go 
birding  in  Sectional  Divisions  10  and  16.  These  are  to  be  detached  and  placed 
in  your  B.O.S.  Map  Notebook  with  the  side  of  the  page  containing  the  coordinates 
facing  the  respective  map.  These  pages  are  meant  to  be  examples  of  what  might  be 
done  in  describing  good  birding  places  for  all  the  Sectional  Divisions.  Please 
look  the  enclosed  over  -  use  them  -  and  let  us  hear  your  criticisms  of  them  - 
both  good  and  bad.  These  examples  in  addition  to  what  might  be  done  to  increase 
their  usage  and  value  will  be  discussed  at  a  future  B.O.S.  meeting.  -  Editor. 

Request  for  Information;  Anyone  knowing  about  the  following  nesting 
records  which  are  needed  for  the  forthcoming  Check-list  are  asked  to  contact 
Harold  D.  Mitchell,  238  West  Royal  Parkway,  Buffalo  21,  New  York  (NF  3^8612): 


Common  Crow 

May  1,  1948 

N4Y,1E 

Where? 

Authority? 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

June  8,  1949 

N3E,2Y 

Where? 

Authority? 

House  Sparrow 

Apr.  15,  1948 

N1Y 

Where? 

Authority? 

Common  Grackle 

May  15,  1948 

NY 

Where? 

Authority? 

Chipping  Spa* 

May  25,  1949 

N2Y 

Where? 

Authority? 

Eastern  Meadowlark  -  any  date  of  nest  with  young 

1963  Nesting  Records:  Continuing  the  custom  of  the  past  several  years, 
all  nesting  data  will  again  be  published  this  year  in  the  summer  issues  of  The 
Prothonotary.  Please  continue  to  send  your  nesting  data  to  the  Compiler  with 
your  regular  monthly  records;  Editor. 

Federatiori  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  Annual  Meeting:  April  26-28,  1963 
at  Jamestown.  Roger  Tory  Peterson  will  be  the  quest  speaker.  -  Editor. 

Wilson  Ornithological  Society  Annual  Meeting:  May  2-5,  1963  at  Charleston, 
South  Carolina. 

Just  a  Reminder:  If  your  dues  or  subscription  to  The  Prothonotary  for  1963 
are  still  unpaid,  please  send  same  to  the  Treasurer  soonl 
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PROGRAM  -MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  at  8:00 
P.M.  from  September  through  June  inclusive. 

April  10  -  Panel  discussion  of  Hawk  Migration.  Moderator,  Edward  Seeber.  Panel 
Members,  James  Braunberns  and  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 

April  24  -  Bird  Banding  by  Sylvia  Brockner  and  Wilma  Csont.  Report  of  the  April 
Bird  Count  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  McKale. 

May  8  -  Talk  on  migration  by  Richard  Freitag.  Plans  for  the  May  Bird  Count 
by  Frances  M.  Rev/ 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


April  20-21  -  Presque  Isle  and  Pymatuning,  Pa.  Contact  Winston  W.  Brockner  for 

details  (XH  7-4758). 

April  21  -  Clarence  and  Wolcott sville  Sinks  and  Oak  Orchard  area.  Meet  8:00 

A.M.  at  University  Plaza,  Buffalo.  Leader  to  be  announced.  This 
is  a  joint  trip  with  the  Hamilton  and  St.  Catharines,  Ont.  groups. 
Walter  Klabunde  will  meet  the  Ontario  group  at  10:15  A.M.  at  the 
American  side  of  the  Rainbow  Bridge. 

May  4-5  -  Hawk  Count.  Contact  Edward  L.  Seeber  if  you  wish  to  participate 

(TT  5-2058). 

May  20  -  May  Bird  Count.  Leader,  Frances  M.  Rew  (TA  2-0342).  Please 

contact  the  leader  if  you  wish  to  participate. 

Saturday  Morning  Bird  Walks  -  Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery,  Buffalo. 

Meet  at  Windsor  and  Rumsey  Roads  at  7:30  A.M.  on  April  20  and  27;  7:00 

A.M.  on  May  4,11,18,  and  25. 


Please  mail  becordfe  for  each  month  not  later, than  the  fifth  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler:  Kenneth  P.  Able,  76  Sterling  Road,  Hamburg,  New  York. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  Mrs.  Edward  P.  Cummiskey,  1759  Hertel  Avenue,  Buffalo 

16,  New  York 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde, 

4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  New  York. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  New  York 
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SECTIONAL  DIVISION  10  -  B.O.S.  STUDY  AREA 


The  fields  and  open  areas  of  Section  10  are  usually  good  for  observation 
of  sparrows,  larks,  hawks  and  an  occasional  Upland  Plover,  from  spring  to  fall. 

In  winter.  Snow  Buntings,  Lapland  Longspurs  and  Tree  Sparrows  can  be  found  on 
many  occasions. 

Hawks  are  usually  found  most  often  in  the  open  field  areas  along  the 
swamp  edges,  especially  east  of  Lockport,  in  the  Wolcott sville  region,  and  along 
the  Akron-Clarence  Center  Road,  for  example. 

In  the  Tonawanda  Indian  Reservation,  G-K,  12-15  there  are  many  brushy 
tangles  and  woods  where  such  birds  as  chats.  Golden-winged  Warblers,  an 
occasional  Orchard  Oriole,  for  example,  occur.  Cardinals  are  quite  common  here. 

Some  of  the  largest  concentrations  of  Canada  Geese  and  of  Pintails  (and 
other  dabbling  ducks)  in  Western  New  York  usually  occur  in  this  section  from 
mid-March  through  April,  and  in  some  years  until  early  May. 

The  WTolcott sville  "Sinks"  can  be  seen  largely  from  the  Lewiston  Road, 
and  it  is  well  to  have  a  telescope  and  tripod  along  to  view  the  most  distant 
flocks  of  geese  and  ducks.  Sometimes  a  Blue  or  Snow  Goose  can  be  picked  out, 
and  a  Barnacle  Goose  has  been  seen  in  some  years  in  this  area.  It  is  also  a 
locality  where  Shovelers  usually  appear  by  mid  April,  and  both  Blue-winged  and 
Green-winged  Teal  are  often  seen  here.  In  early  spring  Whistling  Swans  are 
usually  present  for  a  few  days.  Rusty  Blackbirds  sometimes  occur  here  in  large 
flocks,  while  Red-winged  Blackbirds  are  very  abundant.  Watch  for  bluebirds  along 
the  Lewiston  and  Ditch  Roads. 

By  mid  April  there  are  usually  flocks  of  shorebirds  on  the  ’’Sinks", 
including  both  species  of  yellowlegs,  Pectoral  Sandpipers  and  Killdeer.  By  mid 
May,  if  there  is  still  plenty  of  water,  one  may  find  Dunlins,  Least,  Semipalmated 
and  White-rumped  Sandpipers  and  Semipalmated  Plovers.  Listen  for  the  occasional 
snipe,  and  in  the  drier  fields  for  Upland  Plover.  Such  spring  rarities  as 
Golden  Plover  and  Hudsonian  Godwit  have  been  found  on  the  Wolcottsville  "Sinks". 

Of  the  Newstead  "Sinks",  probably  the  Steiner  Road  area  is  most  apt  to  turn 
up  a  greater  variety  of  species.  Many  American  Widgeon  usually  occur  here,  and 
rarely  A  European  Widgeon  is  seen  there.  Once  a  White— fronted  Goose  appeared  with 
the  Canada  Geese.  Shorebirds  also  occur  here  in  fair  numbers  in  April. 


COORDINATES 


P-2,3 

N,0-5 

P-5,6 

0-9 

N-9,10 

0-10,11 

N-12 

0-17,18 

0-18,19 

M-18,19 

L-ll 

G,H-11 

F  -11 

E-ll 

D-11,12 

D, E-12,13 
E-13 

C , D-13 , 14 
E-14 

E, F-14 
F-14,15 
E-16 

C, D-15,16 

D, E-l6 
B , C-16 

G-1,2 

C-1,2 

A,B3,4,5,6 


Flooded  quarry,  Wehrle  Drive  east  of  Harris  Hill  Rd.  -  ducks, 
geese,  swans,  grebes,  gulls  -  late  winter  and  early  spring 
Flooded  quarry  near  Main  St.  beyond  Clarence  High  School  on  north 
side  -  waterfowl  in  early  spring  (see  caretaker) 

Tillman  Rd,,the  unmarked  road  south  of  Bergtold  Rd.  Flooded  woods 
with  dead  trees  -  blackbirds,  woodpeckers,  swamp  sparrows,  rails 
(rare) 

Nice  Rd.  "sinks",  about  l/2  mile  east  of  Millgrove  Rd  -  waterfowl 
and  shorebirds  during  March  and  April 
Stage  Rd.  "sinks" ,  (west  of  Newstead  Rd;  Newstead  Rd.  runs  north- 
south  from  South  Newstead)  -  waterfowl  and  shorebirds  during 
March  and  April 

Steiner  Rd.  "sinks".  East  of  Newstead  Rd.  -  waterfowl,  shorebirds 
in  March  and  April  (also  Ayer  Rd.  on  east  side  of  "sinks") 

Small  pond  on  east  side  of  Murray  Comers-Crittenden  Road  south 
•f  Thruway  -  waterfowl,  snipe  during  March  and  Apeil 

*  M*  *  t‘  '  '  9  ^ 

Corfu  "sinks".  North  of  Rt.  #33  east  of  Boyce  Rd  -  waterfowl  and 
shorebirds  during  March  and  April 
"Sinks"  on  both  sides  of  Rt.  #33,  farther  east  -  waterfowl  and 
shorebirds  during  March  and  April 
Swampy  edges  of  Rt.  #5  (Main  St.)  west  of  East  Pembroke  -  Short¬ 
billed  Marsh  Wrens  a  possibility  in  late  May  and  June 
Akron  Falls  Park  -  migrants  and  winter  finches  (at  times) 

Schmitt’s  Marsh,  Cedar  St,  south  of  Tonawanda  Creek  -  waterbirds, 
marsh  birds,  marsh  wrens  -  spring,  summer  and  fall 
Ditch  Road,  south  end  -  geese,  blackbirds,  heronry  to  east  -  spring, 
summer  (Ditch  Rd.  is  a  continuation  of  Cedar  St.) 

Wolcott sville  east  to  Ditch  Rd.  -  gulls,  larks,  waterfowl,  shore- 
birds,  March  to  May,  unless  dried  out  earlier,  all  Wolcottsville 
"sinks" 

Wolcottsville  "sinks"  -  waterfowl  -  sometimes  bluebirds 
North  part  of  Wolcottsville  "sinks"  -  geese 

Flooded  fields  along  Meadville  Rd.  -  waterfowl,  gulls,  shorebirds 
West  Alabama  to  West  Shelby  -  waterfowl,  hawks,  shorebirds 
Federal  Wildlife  Refuge,  Lewiston  Rd,  &  Canal  feeder  (unmarked 
road  east  of  Meadville  Rd.)  -  waterfowl,  cliff  swallows  (nested 
on  bam  on  north  side  of  Lewiston  Rd.  west  of  Feeder) 

West  side  of  Feeder  -  larks,  waterfowl  -  March  to  May 
East  side  of  Feeder  -  larks,  waterfowl  -  March  to  May 
White  Game  Farm  -  pheasants,  pinioned  geese 

Feeder  Canal  and  Woods-  waterfowl  during  March  and  April;  later 
good  woods  for  warblers,  vireos,  flycatchers,  etc. 

Fine  warbler  woods  along  Rt.  #63  -  Northern  Waterthrush,  Mourning  W. 
Flooded  Meadows  (sometimes  called  West  Shelby  "sinks")  west  of  Rt. 
#63  and  north  of  Oak  Orchard  Creek.  Large  concentrations  of 
geese  in  March  and  April 

Millersport  -  Cardinals  and  sometimes  Mockingbirds  along  north  or 
south  Tonawanda  Creek  Rds.,  especially  east  of  Transit  Rd.  Hawk- 
Owl  here  once 

Dorchester  Rd.  south  of  Lockport  -  sometimes  Short-eared  Owls  in 
low  evergreens  in  back  of  houses 
Watch  trees  in  open  fields,  as  hawks,  particularly  Rough-legs, 
are  sometimes  common  here. 


SECTIONAL  DIVISION  16  -  B.O.S.  STUDY  AREA 


Section  16  covers  approximately  227  square  miles  of  territory  in 
southwestern  Erie  County,  northwestern  Cattaraugus  County  and  northern 
Chautauqua  County.  In  addition  to  14  miles  of  Lake  Erie  shore  there  are  some 
excellent  water  areas  within  the  section  including  small  lakes,  reservoirs  and 
some  conservation  and  farm  ponds.  The  Cattaraugus  Creek  bisects  the  area  from 
Gowanda  on  the  eastern  boundary  to  the  creek's  mouth  at  Irving. 

The  elevation  of  the  Lake  Erie  shoreline  from  Sturgeon  Point  to  Silver 
Creek  is  an  almost  constant  600  feet;  the  elevation  at  Eden  and  North  Collins 
on  the  eastern  boundary  is  800  feet  so  that  the  northern  third  of  the  section 
might  be  considered  slightly  rising  Lake  Plain.  As  one  progresses  southward, 
however,  the  lake  plain  is  confined  to  an  area  of  two  miles  or  less  from  the 
shoreline  and  the  land  rises  sharply  as  one  goes  inland.  The  highest  point  in  the 
section  lies  just  west  of  Dayton  where  the  elevation  is  1600  feet. 

In  general,  the  lake  shore  in  this  section  is  well  populated,  there  being 
several  typical  summer  beach  communities  mixed  with  some  large  estates  and  year 
round  homes.  The  northern  section  around  Eden  is  gradually  expanding  with  the 
growth  of  suburbia  but  the  remainder  of  the  area  has  changed  little  during  the 
past  twenty  years.  The  lower  half  of  the  territory  is  mostly  dairy  farming 
country  with  some  large  woodlots  and  unused  open  country  still  remaining. 

Spring  Birding:  March,  April  and  May.  In  April  and  early  May  birding  is 
excellent  in  this  section.  In  general,  the  ice  in  Lake  Erie  breaks  up  towards  the 
end  of  March  and  the  inland  lakes  and  ponds  open  during  early  April.  Flights  of 
early  migrants  along  the  lake  shore  start  in  March  and  in  some  years  the  hawk 
flights  begin  late  in  the  month.  The  flights  increase  in  both  the  numbers  of 
birds  and  variety  of  species  into  April  and  then  drop  off  in  early  May.  There 
are  several  good  open  areas  along  Old  Lake  Shore  Road  to  watch  these  flights  but 
the  best  hawk  watch  is  on  Allegany  Road  about  l/2  to  3/4  mile  southeast  of  Rt.  20. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Red-breasted  Merganser,  there  are  no  great 
concentrations  of  ducks  on  Lake  Erie  although  almost  all  of  the  common  species 
of  diving  ducks  can  be  seen  as  well  as  some  of  the  dabbling  ducks.  The  inland 
lakes  are  especially  good  in  mid  and  late  April  and  the  Silver  Creek  Reservoir 
is  an  excellent  place  for  loons,  grebes,  diving  ducks,  mergansers  and  Ruddy  Ducks. 
The  southern  end  is  more  shallow  and  many  of  the  dabbling  .ducks  are  seen  there  as 
well  as  swans  and  geese.  East  and  West  Mud  Lakes  should  be  also  visited  for 
waterfowl.  Ospreys  are  commonly  seen  at  almost  any  of  the  larger  inland  bodies 
of  water.  The  Hanover  Center  sink  is  the  best  place  for  dabbling  ducks  and  shore 
birds.  As  many  as  13  species  of  ducks  have  been  seen  at  one  time  on  this  half 
acre  sink  as  well  as  flocks  of  well  over  200  Pectoral  Sandpipers,  many  Greater 
and  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  Solitary  Sandpipers  and  snipe.  This  sink  is  sometimes  dry 
as  it  has  been  in  three  of  the  last  twelve  years.  The  Miller's  Beach  woods, 
other  woodlands  and  thickets  along  the  lake  shore,  and  the  edges  of  the  larger 
estates  are  excellent  places  to  find  small  migrants. 

Summer  Birding:  June,  July,  August.  There  are  many  varied  habitats  in 
this  section.  The  Cattaraugus  Indian  Reservation  is  especially  interesting  as 
both  Blue-winged  and  Golden-winged  Warblers  nest  and  there  have  been  several  reports 
of  Brewster’s  Warbler  also.  Broad-winged  Hawk  has  been  seen  carrying  nesting 
material  up  the  Cattaraugus  Valley  but  no  nest  has  been  found.  The  Louisiana 
Waterthrush  nests  along  the  tributaries  on  the  south  side  of  the  creek.  The 
Cerulean  Warbler,  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher,  and  Yellow-breasted  Chat  have  nested 
at  Taylor  Hollow.  The  Pileated  Woodpecker  is  still  in  t£ie  Gowanda  Woods  and  the 


Hiooded  Warbler  is  a  common  nester  there.  The  marsh  which  is  shown  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  this  section  is  actually  a  grassy  wetland  where  Short¬ 
billed  Marsh  Wrens  are  found  fairly  regularly. 

Fall  and  Winter  Birding:  September  through  February.  Until  Lake  Erie 
freezes,  many  species  of  ducks  can  be  observed  in  the  lake  but  there  are  rarely 
any  great  numbers.  Shorebirding  and  inland  waterbirding  are  poor  but  there  is 
usually  a  fair  small  bird  migration*  The  same  woodlands  and  brushy  areas 
visited  in  the  spring  are  also  good  in  the  fall.  The  swampy  areas  and  fields 
around  West  Mud  Lake  are  particularly  good  for  blackbird  concentrations  and  some 
of  the  inland  valleys  produce  straggling  migrants  well  into  November.  -  Frances 
M .  Rew 


COORDINATES 


A-9 

F-7 

1-5 

I  &  J-5 

K-5 

M-5 

N-7 

P-7 

S-4 

S-7 


U-3 

V-2 

R-10 

L-ll 

0-15 

L  &  M  14-15 


Sturgeon  Point  -  migration  flights,  waterfowl,  some  shorebirds 

Reeves  Road  Woods  -  spring  migrants,  nesting  birds 

Miller’ s  Beach  -  spring  and  fall  migrants 

Irving  -  migration  flights,  nesting  birds  (see  Pettingill) 

Allegany  Road  -  hawk  watch 

Hanover  Center  Sink  -  waterfowl  and  shorebirds  in  April 

King  Street  Reservoir  -  turn  east  on  King  St.  at  Smiths  Mills  -  ducks 

Silver  Creek  Reservoir 

Prospect  Road  Conservation  Ponds 

East  Mud  Lake  -  spring  waterfowl;  fall  migrants  (lots  have  been  sold 
along  the  side  of  the  lake  best  for  birding  but  some  of  the 
swamp  still  remains) 

West  Mud  Lake  -  waterfowl  in  spring;  fall  migrants  especially  icterids 
Black’s  Corners  Pond  (south  of  Rt.  #83  and  east  of  County  Rd.  306) 

Big  Woods  area  (needs  study) 

An  excellent  part  of  indian  reservation  for  breeding  birds 
Gowanda  Woods  -  nesting  birds;  also  good  winter  birding 
Taylor  Hollow  -  spring  migrants;  nesting  birds 


NOTES 


Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

March  was  warm  and  dry  in  general,  with  the  temperature  4.9  degrees  above 
normal  and  precipitation  1.05  inches  below  the  mean.  The  first  week  and  a  half, 
however,  was  a  continuation  of  winter  weather,  and  few  migrants  were  moving  until 
after  the  end  of  this  period.  The  12th  and  especially  the  17th  were  unusually 
warm,  most  of  the  previously  deep  snow  melting  away  on  the  latter  date,  producing 
destructive  floods;  the  average  temperature  of  the  last  eight  days  of  the  month 
was  13  degrees  above  normal.  Before  the  end  of  the  month,  many  silver  maples  were 
in  full  bloom,  a  few  young  elderberry  shoots  were  nearly  two  inches  long,  and 
some  Robins  had  begun  to  build  nests. 

The  influx  of  finches  and  Evening  Grosbeaks  that  commenced  about  the  middle 
of  February  continued  during  March.  There  were  more  Bald  Eagle  reports  than  during 
most  seasons  within  the  past  few  years.  A  Boreal  Owl  on  the  George  Troup  farm 
near  St.  Catharines,  Ontario,  possibly  the  same  individual  found  there  a  few  weeks 
earlier,  was  seen  this  time  by  several  carloads  of  B.O.S.  members.  A  Barnacle 
Goose  was  a  very  special  find. 

The  exceptional  number  of  Whistling  Swans  and  their  presence  in  many 
localities  where  as  a  rule  they  are  seldom  seen  constituted  an  outstanding 
ornithological  phenomenon.  Most  of  the  major  newspapers  in  the  Niagara  Frontier 
carried  articles  about  them.  Reports  unverified  by  the  B.O.S.  gave  the  peak 
number  at  Point  Abino,  Ontario,  as  3,000.  Happily,  we  did  not  hear  of  any  going 
to  their  death  over  Niagara  Falls,  as  sometimes  happened  many  years  ago.  -  Harold 
H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


-  indicates 
F  -  indicates 
L  -  indicates 


first  record  for  the  year 
first  record  for  the  migration 
last  record  for  the  migration 
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Vol.  29,  No,  4  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con’t) 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Binds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961)  and  its  Supplement  ha$  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O*S» 


Red-necked  Grebe 

Mar 

.  10 

1,2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Brockner,  Rew  et  al 

tt 

24 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pillsbury  et  al 

^Horned  Grebe 

It 

10 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Able,  Browns tein 

tt 

24 

6  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pillsbury  et  al 

Pied-b*  Grebe 

It 

26F 

1  Falconer 

Pillsbury 

It 

27 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

^Great  Blue  Heron 

It 

24 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pillsbury  et  al 

It 

24 

1  over  Java 

Rosche 

tt 

24 

1  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Seeber 

It 

25 

1  near  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

^American  Bittern 

tt 

30 

1  near  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

Whistling  Swan 

t! 

10 

1  Dunkirk 

Able,  Rew  et  al 

tt 

11 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

It 

16 

10  Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

A*  Freitag 

tt 

16 

300  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Hawes 

It 

16 

125  Niagara  Falls 

Dorst,  Hawes 

It 

16 

5  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein,  Clark 

tt 

17 

7  Navy  Island,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

II 

24 

57  Allegany  Rd.,  Hanover 

Able  et  al 

It 

24 

115  over  Java 

Rosche 

tt 

24 

8  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pillsbury,  Brockner  et  al 

It 

24 

12  Navy  Island,  Ont, 

Andrles 

It 

24 

19  Wehrle  Drive  Quarry 

Wendlings  et  al 

tt 

24 

38  Wolcott sville  Sinks 

Wendlings 

It 

27 

1000  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Emerson 

It 

27 

100  Clarence  Sinks 

Rath bun,  Faul,  Graham 

tt 

27 

400  Wolcott sville  Sinks 

Rathbun,  Faul,  Graham 

It 

27 

414  Wolcott sville  Sinks 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

It 

27,28 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

tt 

29 

1  Falconer-Kennedy  area 

Pillsbury,  Feldhusen 

II 

29 

220  Wolcott sville  Sinks 

Andrle  et  al 

ii 

29 

52  Stage  Road,  Newstead 

Andrle  et  al 

it 

29 

30  West  Shelby  Sinks 

Andrle  et  al 

It 

30 

88  Point  Abiho,  Ont. 

Wendlings 

tl 

30 

100  Wolcott sville  Sinks 

Able  et  al 

tt 

30,31 

1,1  Langford,  Hamburg 

Avery 

II 

31 

16  East  Randolph 

Pillsbury,  Feldhusen 

It 

31 

130  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Able,  Brownstein  et  al 

it 

31 

47  Clarence-Newstead  Sinks 

Rosche  et  al 

tt 

31 

3  Depew 

Mrozek 

Canada  Goose 

tt 

3 

1  Buckhorn  Is.  State  Park 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

13F 

18  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Able,  Schaffner 

tt 

16 

250  Niagara  Falls 

Dorst,  Hawes 

it 

16 

207  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein,  Clark 

(maximum  count,  30-35,000  in  Wolcott sville-OOGMA  region  on 

March  31  by  many  observers) 

^Barnacle  Goose 

Mar 

.  31 

1  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Rosche  et  al 

•*Snow  Goose 

it 

20-31 

1  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Schaffner,  Brockner  et  al 

*'Blue  Goose 

tt 

23 

1  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Andrle,  Thill  et  al 

tt 

31 

1  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Wendlings  et  al 

(30) 
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Pintail 

Mar.  2,9F 

1,4  Wehrle  Drive  Quarry 

Mrozek 

"  16 

82  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein  et  al 

"  27 

(maximum 

4200  Wolcott sville  -  Oak 
Orchard  GMA 

oount  for  month  in  this  area) 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

Green-winged  Teal 

Mar.  24F 

3  near  Dunkirk 

Brockner 

-'Blue-winged  Teal 

Mar .  9 

2  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrles 

Mar ,  16 

1  Lancaster 

Mrozek 

American  Widgeon 

"  10F 

6  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Able,  Brownstein  et  al 

"  13 

3  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Schaffner,  Able 

*Shoveler 

"  24 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Brockner 

"  30 

2  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Emersons  et  al 

*Wood  Duck 

"  23 

2  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Andrle,  Thill 

"  24 

1  Bear  Lake 

Brockner 

Redhead 

«  13 

156  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Able,  Schaffner 

(maximum  count;  9-63  reported  from  Dunkirk  Harbor  throughout 
the  month  by  many  observers) 

Mar.  9,24 

14  Wehrle  Drive  Quarry 

Mrozek,  Wendlings 

»  24 

115  Niagara  Falls 

Andrle 

"  29 

5  Chautauqua  Lake 

Pillsbury,  Feldhusen 

Ring-necked  Duck 

"  11 F 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

"  24 

2  Wehrle  Drive  Quarry 

Mrozek 

*]  24 

«  31 

(maximum 

1  near  Dunkirk 

Brockner 

71  Wolcott sville-Clarence 
Sinks  area 
count  for  month) 

Wendlings  et  al 

White-w.  Scoter 

Mar .  10 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew  et  al 

-■Ruddy  Duck 

”  31 

1  Stage  Rd.,  Newstead 

Brockner 

Hooded  Merganser 

11  16F 

2  Allegany  Rd.,  Hanover 

Able ,  Clark 

"  17 

2  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Hawes 

■^Turkey  Vulture 

»  24 

1,2  Hamburg,  Derby 

Bourne 

”  24 

1  Dunkirk 

Pillsbury  et  al 

”  24 

1  Allegany  Rd.,  Hanover 

Rew,  Rathbun 

"  24 

1  over  Derby 

Rew,  Rathbun 

"  24 

2  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Wendlings 

"  26 

1  Town  of  Batavia 

Buckland 

"  26 

20  over  Lake  View 

Rosche 

^Goshawk 

«  14 

1  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

”  10F 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont, 

Axtells 

"  12 

1  over  Jerusalem  Corners 

Able 

u  15 

1  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

"  16,17 

3,2  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able  et  al 

"  24 

2  Dunkirk 

Brockner 

»  24 

1  Allegany  Rd.,  Hanover 

Able  et  al 

"  25 

2  Alma  Hill,  Allegany  Co. 

Burton 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

"  14F,16 

2,1  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

»  16 

1  over  Java 

Rosche 

"  17,24 

2,1  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able  et  al 

"  13,20 

1,1  Buffalo,  Clarence 

Thill 

"  25 

1  over  Wanakah 

Able 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

"  9F 

1  over  Wanakah 

Able 

"  14,15 

49,19  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able  et  al 

"  16,17 

77,41  over  south  shore  L.  Erie 

Able  et  al 

”  24 

23  over  Derby 

Rew,  Rathbun 

(31) 
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Vol.  29,  No*  4  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con’t) 


*Red-sh,  Hawk 


Rough-1.  Hawk 


Bald  Eagle 


Marsh  Hawk 


Sparrow  Hawk 
•^American  Coot 

Killdeer 


•ftAmer..  Woodcock 
* Common  Snipe 


*Gr.  Yellowlegs 
Glaucous  Gull 
Iceland  Gull 
( L . g . glaucoides ) 
Gr*  Black-b.  Gull 

Bonaparte ' s  Gull 
Mourning  Dove 


Barred  Owl 
Long-eared  Owl 


Mar 

9 

1 

over  Clarence 

Mrozek 

ti 

14 

7 

over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

ti 

16,17 

47, 23 

south  shore  Lake  Erie 

Able,  Brownstein  et  al 

it 

24 

55 

over  Derby 

Rew,  Rathbun 

ti 

24 

4 

Allegany  Rd.,  Hanover 

Rew,  Rathbun 

ti 

24,26 

21,12 

near  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

it 

9 

1 

Derby 

Brockner 

it 

9 

1 

over  Sturgeon  Point 

Abies 

n 

14,15 

1,2 

over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

ti 

16,17 

7,1 

over  Town  of  Evans 

Able  et  al 

ti 

17 

4 

near  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

it 

22 

1 

Eden 

Bourne 

(1-4  reported  March  20-31  in  Wolcottsville  Sinks  area  by 
many  observers) 


Mar 

5 

2  Navy  Island,  Ont. 

Thill 

( immature s) 

Mar 

9 

1  Pinehurst 

Brockner 

( adult ) 

Mar 

.  17 

1  over  Grand  Island 

Rosche  et  al 

( immature ) 

Mar 

24 

1  Navy  Island,  Ont. 

Andrles 

(immature) 

Mar 

.  24 

1  Hamburg 

Andrle 

( immature ) 

Mar 

24 

1  Lewiston  Rd.,  Alabama 

Wendlings 

ti 

30 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Emersons  et  al 

( immature ) 

Mar 

3 

1  Belmont 

Burton 

ii 

16F,17 

1,1  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able  et  al 

ti 

25 

1  over  Wanakah 

Able 

it 

16 

8  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein  et 

al 

ii 

23 

1  West  Shelby  Sinks 

Andrle.  Thill 

it 

10,24 

1,2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mrozek,  Pillsbury  et 

,  al 

it 

9F 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrles 

it 

10 

1  near  Angola 

Wendlings 

it 

12,13 

25  Scio 

Burton 

ti 

16 

100  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein  et 

al 

ii 

17 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ii 

23 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

tt 

27,31 

6,4  Belmont 

Burton 

ii 

31 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

it 

30,31 

1,2  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ti 

27 

1  Jordan  Harbor,  Ont. 

Do  r s t ,  Sali sbury 

it 

2 

1  Wehrle  Drive  Quarry 

Mrozek 

ti 

10 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Able,  Mrozek  et  al 

it 

2 

4  Wehrle  Drive  Quarry 

Mrozek 

ti 

10,13  30,35  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mrozek,  Schaffner  et  al 

ii 

28F 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rosche 

ii 

9 

4  over  Sturgeon  Point 

Able 

it 

11 

2  Belmont 

Burton 

ii 

16 

40  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein  et 

al 

(many  reports  of  fewer  individuals  throughout  month) 

Mar 

.  16 

1  Como  Lake  Pk. , Lancaster 

Mrozek 

ii 

30 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Able,  Brownstein  et 

al 

(32) 
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Boreal  Owl 

Mar, 

24 

1  St,  Catharines,  Ont. 

Able,  Dorst,  Hawes  et  ; 

Saw-whet  Owl 

it 

26 

2  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Troup 

it 

31 

1  Norwood  Ave.,  Buffalo 

Breene 

Belted  Kingfisher 

it 

16F 

1  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

et 

al 

Yellow- sh.  Flicker  n 

3 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ti 

3 

1  Grand  Island 

Rosche 

it 

10F 

1  Lake  View 

Able,  Brownstein 

et 

al 

Red-h.  Woodpecker 

n 

16 

1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A,  Freitag 

No,  Three-toed 

it 

3L 

1  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Rosche  et  al 

Woodpecker 

^Eastern  Phoebe 

it 

24 

1  Derby 

Bourne 

ti 

26-30 

1-2  Springbrook 

Danner 

Horned  Lark 

it 

1 

5  North  Boston 

Bourne 

(E.a.alpestris) 

u 

10 

1  Lancaster 

Mrozek 

Horned  Lark 

n 

10 

350  near  Gowanda 

Rew  et  al 

(E.a.praticola) 

*Tree  Swallow 

n 

27 

5  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

ti 

30 

4  near  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

Cornmon  Crow 

it 

12,14 

75,94  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

n 

15,16  ■ 

81,257  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

et 

al 

Tufted  Titmouse 

it 

10 

1  Jerusalem  Corners 

Able,  Brownstein 

et 

al 

it 

16 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Able,  Brownstein 

et 

al 

ti 

24 

1  Town  of  Evans 

Able  et  al 

it 

26,28 

1,1  Lake  View,  Angola 

Rosche 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

it 

3 

2  Buckhom  Island  St.  Park 

Rosche  et  al 

Robin 

ii 

4 

32  Cheektowaga 

Brockner 

it 

6 

2  Belmont 

Burton 

n 

13 

25-35  Scio 

Burton 

ti 

15,16  ' 

60,271  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

et 

al 

ti 

17,24  : 

192,200  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able  et  al 

Eastern  Bluebird 

ti 

9F 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

it 

12 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

ii 

16,17 

2,3  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

et 

al 

ii 

24 

3  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

et 

al 

n 

24 

1  Brocton 

Bro ckner 

ii 

24 

1  Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Rosche 

ii 

24 

7  near  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

it 

25 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

ii 

30 

1  Busti 

Pillsbury 

*Water  Pipit 

Mar. 

15 

4  Jerusalem  Corners 

Able,  Brownstein 

Mar. 

24 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Cedar  Waxwing 

it 

15 

138  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

ii 

16 

383  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

et 

al 

(many  reports  of  fewer  individuals  throughout  month) 

Northern  Shrike 

Mar. 

3-24 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

ii 

16 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont, 

Axtells 

* Loggerhead  Shrike  " 

24 

1  near  Long  Beach,  Ont. 

Thill 

Starling 

it 

13 

25000  over  Lake  View 

Schmahl 

it 

14 

6980  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

ii 

15 

2080  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

it 

16 

2344  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

et 

al 

House  Sparrow 

it 

16 

84  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

et 

al 

E.  Meadowlark 

it 

5 

3  Eden 

Bourne 

ii 

16 

230  over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

et 

al 

*Red-w.  Blackbird 

ii 

9 

150  Springbrook 

Danner 

(33) 
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Red-w.  Blackbird 

Mar , 

16 

15000 

Derby 

Brockner 

ii 

16 

4330 

over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

n 

17 

4126 

over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

*Rusty  Blackbird 

it 

14 

4 

North  Evans 

Bourne 

u 

24 

10 

Bear  Lake 

Brockner 

Common  Grackle 

u 

9,14100-150 

Springbrook 

Danner 

ii 

16,17644,820 

over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

ti 

24 

5000 

South  shore  Lake  Erie 

Able  et  al 

B  rown-h .  Cowbird 

it 

12,15 

2,22 

over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

ii 

16,17 

51,96 

over  Town  of  Evans 

Able,  Brownstein 

it 

24 

1000 

south  shore  Lake  Erie 

Able,  Brownstein 

Evening  Grosbeak 

ti 

5,6 

14,1 

Hamburg 

Rosche,  Avery 

it 

10 

5 

Boston 

Rew  et  al 

it 

11,29 

19,14 

Hamburg 

Creighton,  Bourne 

Purple  Finch 

ii 

1-31 

20 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont* 

Axtells 

it 

2-31 

10 

Williams ville 

Wendlings 

(many  reports  of  fewer  individuals  throughout  month) 

Common  Redpoll 

Mar 

1 

3 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont* 

Axtells 

it 

3 

43 

Grand  Island 

Rosche  et  al 

n 

9 

8 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrles 

ti 

10 

1 

Town  of  Newstead 

Rosche 

it 

16 

12 

Lancaster 

Mrozek 

n 

16 

35 

Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Rosche 

Pine  Siskin 

ii 

10 

1 

Boston 

Rew  et  al 

ii 

11,25 

5,3 

Hamburg 

Rosche 

ii 

16 

7 

Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Rosche 

u 

23,23 

1,15 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

ii 

31 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont* 

Axtells 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

ii 

29F 

1 

Springbrook 

Danner 

ti 

30,31 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont* 

Axtells 

■^Savannah  Sparrow 

ii 

25,26 

1,2 

Eden 

Bourne 

ii 

31 

1 

Stage  Rd»,  Newstead 

Able,  Brownstein 

^Vesper  Sparrow 

it 

30 

1 

Eden 

Bourne 

it 

30 

25 

Busti 

Pillsbury 

ti 

30 

6 

Belmont 

Burton 

ii 

30,31 

1,4 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ii 

30,31 

1,14 

Derby 

Brockner 

ti 

31 

8 

East  Randolph 

Pillsbury,  Feldhus 

it 

31 

2 

Clarence 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

31 

1 

Stage  Rd.,  Newstead 

Able,  Brownstein, 

*Field  Sparrow 

n 

30 

1 

Eden 

Bourne,  Rochester 

it 

30 

2 

Depew 

Mrozek 

Fox  Sparrow 

it 

16F 

1 

Belmont 

Burton 

ii 

17 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

Swamp  Sparrow 

it 

22 

6 

Belmont 

Burton 

it 

31 

1 

Oak  Orchard  area 

Andrle  et  al 

Snow  Bunting 

it 

13 

1500 

Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

et  al 


(many  additional  records  of  fewer  individuals  throughout  month) 


Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded:  95 
Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  2? 
Total  for  1963:  ^2 
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Vol.  29,  No.  4 


NOTES  AND  NEWS 

Please  correct  an  error!  On  page  26  of  the  March  1963  Prothonotary. .... 
the  new  dates  for  Sanderling  should  read  July  11-No v.  26  instead  of  July  12- 
Nov.  26  as  printed. 

Life  Histories  of  North  American  Birds:  Dover  Publications,  Inc.,  180 
Varick  St.,  New  York  14,  N.Y.  has  recently  announced  the  reprinting  of  two 
additional  volumes  in  this  series  -  "Life  Histories  of  North  American  Gallinaceous 
Birds"  and  "Life  Histories  of  North  American  Gulls  and  Terns".  Both  are  by 
Arthur  Cleveland  Bent.  These  paperbound  reprints  are  available  at  $2.75  per 
volume. 


American  Ornithologists1  Union  Annual  Meeting:  August  12-17,  1963  at 
Gainesville,  Florida  by  invitation  of  the  University  of  Florida  as  the  host 
o  rganization . 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  at  8:00 
P.M.  from  September  through  June  inclusive. 

June  12  -  Outdoor  meeting  at  Old  Fort  Erie,  Ont.  6:30  P.M.  Bring  supper. 
Report  of  the  May  Bird  Count  by  Frances  M.  Rew 

June  26  -  no  meeting 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

June  16  -  Breeding  Bird  Count  on  Ontario  Plain.  Those  wishing  to  participate 
should  call  Robert  Andrle  (Tx  6-5200)  during  the  daytime. 

June  29  -  Breeding  Bird  Count  at  Allenberg  Bog.  Harold  Mitchell,  leader 
(NF  3-8612 . 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  fifth  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler:  Kenneth  P.  Able,  76  Sterling  Road,  Hamburg,  New  York 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  Mrs.  Edward  P.  Cummiskey,  1759  Hertel  Avenue,  Buffalo 

16,  New  York 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde, 

4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  New  York. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


The  unseasonably  warm  weather  of  the  last  eight  days  of  March  continued 
through  the  first  three  days  of  April,  during  which  the  average  temperature  was  20 
degrees  above  normal.  These  first  three  days  made  the  average  for  the  month  1,2 
degrees  above  the  mean,  but  the  cool  weather  of  the  rest  of  April  retarded 
migration  movements,  nesting,  and  plant  growth.  Precipitation  was  a  quarter-inch 
below  normal. 

The  unusually  large  visitation  of  swans  was  evident  in  both  the  March  and 
April  field  reports  of  this  year.  Many  more  Canada  Geese  were  reported  than  ever 
before  (see  April  Bird  Count  report).  Among  the  possible  explanations  are  that 
there  may  have  been  an  increase  in  their  numbers  either  generally  or  locally,  and 
that  in  past  years  our  coverage  or  goose-counting  on  Lake  Ontario  between  Olcott 
and  Point  Breeze  may  have  been  less  thorough.  More  frequent  visits  to  our  spring 
hawk  migration  lanes  revealed  good  hawk  flights  on  several  days.  Robins  continue 
to  make  a  come-back;  each  of  the  past  three  Aprils  has  shown  an  obvious  increase 
over  the  previous  one.  -  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo, 

New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


^'Common  Loon 


6  1  Prendergast  Point  Schaffner 


It 

19 

19 

over  Randolph 

Clark,  Grzybowski 

II 

21 

27 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd,,  Ont. 

Axtells 

It 

21 

2U 

south  shore  Lake  Erie 

Clark  et  al 

(36) 
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Red-thr.  Loon 

Apr. 

27 

1  Upper  Silver  Creek  Res. 

Able,  Schaffner 

(dead  bird;  skull  retained  and  now  located  in  Buffalo 

Museum  of  Science) 

Red-necked  Grebe 

Apr. 

6 

1  Upper  Silver  Creek  Res. 

Schaffner 

tt 

11 

1  near  Grimsby  Beach,  Ont. 

Seeber 

11 

12 

1  near  Go wanda 

Bourne 

It 

13 

2  Shadigee 

Rosche  et  al 

Horned  Grebe 

It 

26 

383  Findley  Lake 

Able,  Schaffner 

Great  Blue  Heron 

II 

1 

19  Cherry  Creek 

Buck,  Bates,  Schaffner 

*  Green  Heron 

It 

22 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

It 

27 

1  Como  Lake  Pk.,  Lancaster  Mrozek 

II 

27 

1-2  Falconer 

Buck,  Pillsbury  et  al 

Common  Egret 

II 

26 

1  Forsythe 

Able,  Schaffner 

B»-cr.  Night  Heron  " 

28 

2  near  Charlotte 

Mitchell  et  al 

II 

28 

2  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Rosche  et  al 

"«'Least  Bittern 

Apr. 

27 

1  near  Jamestown 

Rosche,  Pillsbury  et  al 

American  Bittern 

Apr. 

10 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

Whistling  Swan 

11 

2 

16  Randolph 

Clark,  Brownstein 

ti 

3,H 

42,13  Pt.  Bolborne,  Ont. 

Clark 

11 

3-15 

2-4  Hanover  Center 

Rosche 

ti 

4 

49  Stage  Road,  Newstead 

Clark 

it 

5 

70  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Clark 

11 

6 

2  Kimball  Stand 

Buck 

11 

6 

100  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Mrozek,  Rosche 

11 

8-15 

1-6  Williamsville 

Brockner 

11 

11 

5  Jamestown  area 

Pillsbury 

11 

17 

5  Beau jean  Rd.,  Mayville 

Schaffner,  Clark 

ti 

18 

12  Lowbanks,  Ont. 

Clark 

ti 

19,24 

2  Randolph 

Clark,  Brockner  et  al 

it 

21 

1  Bird sail 

G.M.  Smith 

11 

28 

17  near  Charlotte 

Mitchell  et  al 

11 

30 

4  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rosche 

Canada  Goose 

"  5 

(maximum 

38775  Oak  Orchard  GMA 
count  for  month  in  this  area) 

Brockner 

Apr. 

13 

20000  Shadigee  to  Pt.  Breeze 

Rosche  et  al 

Snow  Goose 

11 

1-24 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Clark  et  al 

ti 

5 

1  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Brockner 

11 

13 

2  Shadigee 

Rosche,  McKales  et  al 

11 

15 

1  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Mrozek,  Brownstein 

it 

16 

3  Wolcottsville  -  Oak 
Orchard  GMA. 

Andrle,  Co gge shall 

Blue  Goose 

11 

1-6 

1  Staffords  Pond,  OOGMA 

Clark,  Rosche  et  al 

11 

3 

1  near  Lyndonville 

G.M.  Smith 

11 

5 

2  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Clark 

tt 

6 

1  West  Shelby  Sinks 

Mrozek,  Rosche 

Gadwall 

11 

1 

2  Bear  Lake  Outlet 

Schaffner 

11 

4,10 

2  Hanover  Center 

Rosche 

ti 

16 

3  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Andrle,  Cogge shall 

* European  Widgeon 

n 

6 

1  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Mrozek,  Rosche 

Shoveler 

11 

1 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

Redhead 

it 

3-25 

25  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rosche 

Ring-necked  Duck 

tt 

2 

74  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Clark,  Brownstein 

11 

2 

36  Portland 

Clark,  Brownstein 

Greater  Scaup 

ti 

26 

1  near  French  Creek 

Able,  Schaffner 

(37) 
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Oldsquaw 

Apr 

.  16 

1059  Athol  Springs  to 

Bourne 

Sturgeon  Point 

(.many  reports  for  this  date  indicating  peak  of  movement) 

King  Eider 

Apr 

*  17 

2  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

White-w.  Scoter 

u 

20 

1  Cassadaga  Lake 

Webster,  Wendling 

it 

26 

2  Findley  Lake 

Able,  Schaffner 

Common  Scoter 

it 

11 

1  near  Grimsby  Beach,  Ont. 

Seeber 

ii 

17 

5  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

Ruddy  Duck 

it 

3 

1  Wolcott sville  Sinks 

Bourne 

ii 

8 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

it 

11 

1  Depew 

Mrozek,  Grzybowski 

it 

16 

4  Bear  Lake 

Clark 

ii 

16,18 

3,4  Dunkirk 

Rosche 

ii 

17 

1  Barcelona 

Schaffner,  Clark  et  al 

it 

20,21 

1  Cassadaga  Lake 

Webster,  Rew  et  al 

ir 

23 

6  Falconer 

Pillsbury 

Turkey  Vulture 

ii 

6 

6  Allegany  Rd*,  Hanover 

Clark 

it 

13 

9  over  Somerset 

Rosche  et  al 

ii 

17 

4  over  Portland 

Clark,  Schaffner 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

it 

13 

20  over  Somerset 

Rosche  et  al 

ii 

16,17 

28,83  south  shore  Lake  Erie 

Clark 

ii 

19,20 

43,9  Allegany  Rd..,  Hanover 

Clark  et  al 

it 

l 

21 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ii 

21,29 

49,43  south  shore  Lake  Erie 

Clark  et  al 

it 

27 

39  over  Brocton 

Thill 

ii 

27 

10  Allegany  Rd.,  Hanover 

Clark  et  al 

it 

30 

13  over  Portland 

Clark 

Cooper1 s  Hawk 

it 

12 

1  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ii 

13 

3  over  Somerset 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

16, 17 

1,1  over  Portland 

Clark  et  al 

it 

19,20 

3,5  Allegany  Rd.,  Hanover 

Clark  et  al 

it 

21 

6  south  shore  Lake  Erie 

Clark  et  al 

it 

27 

1  Cattaraugus  Indian  Res. 

Clark,  Schaffner  et  al 

ii 

29,30 

2,1  over  Portland 

Clark 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

it 

13 

29  over  Somerset 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

16,21 

26,13  south  shore  Lake  Erie 

Clark 

it 

20,27 

5,6  Allegany  Rd.,  Hanover 

Clark  et  al 

ii 

29 

6  south  shore  Lake  Erie 

Clark 

-’Broad-w.  Hawk 

H 

16,17 

28,47  south  shore  Lake  Erie 

Clark 

t! 

19 

706  south  shore  Lake  Erie 

Clark  et  al 

II 

20 

210  Allegany  Rd.,  Hanover 

Clark,  Mrozek 

II 

21 

3  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

It 

21 

110  south  shore  Lake  Erie 

Clark 

It 

26 

2  over  Blasdell 

Bourne 

II 

27 

313  ovei<  Brocton 

Thill 

It 

27 

941  Allegany  Rd.,  Hanover 

Clark  et  al 

II 

29 

105  south  shore  Lake  Erie 

Clark 

II 

30 

90  over  Portland 

Clark 

Rough-1.  Hawk 

II 

3 

3  near  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

11 

6 

2  Wolcott sville  Sinks 

Mrozek,  Rosche 

11 

12 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

If 

16 

2  Wolcott sville  Sinks 

Andrle,  Cogge shall 

Bald  Eagle 

II 

6 

1  Staffords  Pond,  00GMA 

Mrozek,  Rosche 

It 

13 

1  over  Somerset 

Rosche  et  al 

(38) 
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Bald  Eagle  Apr.  18 

1 

Wolcottsville  Sinks 

R.Axtell,  Samuels 

(all  above 

were 

immature  birds) 

Apr.  27 

1 

Cattaraugus  Indian  Res. 

Able,  Clark,  Schaffner 

(adult) 

Marsh  Hawk  Apr.  13 

12 

over  Somerset 

Rosche  et  al 

i 

19 

2 

over  Lake  View 

Bourne 

i 

20,27 

5,1 

Allegany  Rd.,  Hanover 

Clark  et  al 

i 

21 

5 

south  shore  Lake  Erie 

Clark  et  al 

* Osprey  1 

2 

1 

over  Wanakah 

Able 

i 

13 

1 

over  Lake  View 

Bourne 

i 

16 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Clark 

i 

16,17 

1 

over  Portland 

Clark  et  al 

i 

19 

2 

Como  Lake  Pk. , Lancaster 

Mrozek 

! 

20,24 

1,1 

Kiantone,  Hamlet 

Buck,  Bates 

t 

21 

1 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche 

1 

21,27 

2,1 

Allegany  Rd.,  Hanover 

Clark  et  al 

1 

25 

1 

South  Dayton 

Rosche 

1 

26 

1 

over  Buffalo 

Andrle 

1 

28 

1 

South  Stockton 

Rew 

1 

28 

1 

Sinclairville 

Brockners 

t 

28 

1 

Cattaraugus  Indian  Res. 

Clark  et  al 

1 

29 

5 

over  Portland 

Clark 

1 

30 

1 

Belmont 

Burton 

^Peregrine  Falcon  ' 

14 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

i 

17 

1 

over  Lake  View 

Able 

*-Pigeon  Hawk  1 

27 

1 

over  Brocton 

Thill 

i 

30 

1 

South  Dayton 

Webster,  Bill,  Moore 

Sparrow  Hawk  1 

16,17 

7,13 

south  shore  Lake  Erie 

Clark 

•''■Virginia  Rail  1 

18 

1 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Clark 

*Sora  ' 

25 

1 

South  Dayton 

Rosche 

i 

29 

1 

Tifft  St.,  Buffalo 

Andrle 

*  Common  Gallinule  ' 

27 

1 

Falconer 

Bates  et  al 

» 

30 

1 

Tifft  St.,  Buffalo 

Andrle 

* Am. Golden  Plover  Apr.  3 

12 

Hanover  Center 

Rosche 

•^Upland  Plover  Apr.  lo 

2 

East  Aurora 

Andrle ,  Co  gge  shall 

i 

17 

1 

Lancaster 

Webster 

i 

17 

1 

over  Portland 

Clark,  Schaffner  et  al 

^•Spotted  Sandpiper  ‘ 

18 

1 

Lancaster 

Mrozek 

t 

21 

1 

Bear  Lake 

Rew 

i 

21 

2 

Cattaraugus  Indian  Res. 

Clark  et  al 

-•Solitary  Sandpiper1 

30 

1 

Hamburg 

Able 

Gr.  Yellowlegs  1 

11 

12 

Jamestown  area 

Pillsbury 

t 

20 

20 

Cassadaga 

Webster,  Wendling 

i 

26 

11 

near  French  Creek 

Schaffner,  Able 

i 

26 

7 

Sherman 

Schaffner,  Able 

i 

27 

52 

Hanover  Center 

Schaffner,  Able 

(maximum  count  here;  6-50  birds  present  here  regularly 

ft 

4*1 

pril  6-30  and  reported  by  many  observers) 

*Lst  Yellowlegs  Apr.  4 

1  Hanover  Center 

Rosche 

i 

6 

2 

Hanover  Center 

Schaffner 

•-■Pectoral  Sandp.  1 

2,27 

88,20  Allegany  Rd,,  Hanover 

Clark  et  al 

i 

3 

9 

over  Point  Gratiot 

Clark 

i 

6 

74  Mayville 

Schaffner 

i 

8 

12  Cassadaga 

Buck,  Bates 

(39) 


r.,, 


Vol.  29,  No.  5  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con't) 


Pectoral  Sandp. 

Apr. 

10 

25  Boston 

Bourne 

"  15 

,28  150,50  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Mrozek  et  al 

n 

16 

95  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Andrle,  Co gge shall 

ii 

16 

20  Crystal  Lake 

Webster,  Turner  et  al 

it 

20 

10  Cassadaga 

Webster,  Wendling 

ti 

25 

200  Hanover  Center 

Clark 

(maximum  count  here;  6-130  birds  present  here  regularly 

April 

2-27 

and  reported  by  many  observers) 

*Dunlin 

Apr. 

26 

1  Abino  Bay,  Ont. 

Seeber 

Glaucous  Gull 

it 

6 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

ti 

24 

3000  Niagara  River  and  Lake 
Ontario 

Clark 

Common  Tern 

it 

18 

60  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Clark 

it 

18 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rosche 

* Caspian  Tern 

ii 

24 

2  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

it 

25 

3  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rosche 

n 

26 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Able,  Schaffner 

it 

26 

6  Chautauqua  Lake 

Pillsbury 

it 

27 

1  Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew 

*Bam  Owl 

n 

19 

1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Freitags 

ti 

26 

1  Lake  Erie  State  Park 

Schaffner,  Clark,  Able 

ii 

28 

1  Lackawanna 

Thill 

(dead  bird 

;  specimen  now  in  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science) 

Apr. 

30 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Clark 

Short-e.  Owl 

ii 

12 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

* Wh ip-po o r-will 

it 

30 

1  Delaware  Pk.,  Buffalo 

Able 

*  Chimney  Swift 

Apr. 

19 

1  Dunkirk 

Rosche 

Apr. 

20 

1  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Yel.-sh.  Flicker 

"  3 

,16 

99,79  south  shore  Lake  Erie 

Clark  et  al 

it 

17 

l63  over  Lake  View 

Able,  Brownstein 

ii 

17 

300  Dunkirk  to  Portland 

Clark,  Schaffner 

it 

17 

125  Lake  Erie  State  Park 

Rosche 

Pileated  Woodpecker" 

13 

1  Somerset 

Rosche  et  al 

Red-h.  Woodpecker 

ti 

17  F 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Schaffner 

ii 

24 

1  near  Fort  Niagara 

Clark 

ti 

27 

1  Buffalo 

Freitags 

it 

28 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

*Yel.-b.  Sap sucker  ” 

2,3 

1,1  Point  Gratiot 

Clark,  Brownstein 

ii 

3 

1  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Clark 

^Eastern  Kingbird 

it 

28 

1  South  Stockton 

Rew 

ii 

29 

1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Seeber 

*  Least  Flycatcher 

n 

28 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

29 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

*-Bank  Swallow 

ii 

17 

5  Beau jean  Rd.,  Mayville 

Schaffner,  Clark 

it 

17 

1  Lake  Erie  State  Park 

Rosche 

ii 

19 

1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

Rough-w.  Swallow 

it 

12 

1  Boston 

Bourne 

Barn  Swallow 

it 

15 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

ti 

15 

2  Batavia 

Buckland 

*  Cliff  Swallow 

ii 

15 

4  Eden 

Bourne 

Purple  Martin 

ii 

15 

6  Eden 

Bourne 

Blue  Jay 

ii 

30 

53  south  shore  Lake  Erie 

Clark 

ti 

30 

15  over  Sturgeon  Point 

Able 

Tufted  Titmouse 

it 

9 

1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

it 

27 

1  Jamestown 

Pillsbury,  Rosche  et  al 

(40) 
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Tufted  Titmouse 

Apr 

.  30 

1  Jerusalem  Comers 

Able 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

u 

30 

1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Freitag 

ii 

30 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Clark 

it 

30 

2  Wright  Park,  Dunkirk 

Able 

it 

30 

2  Hamburg 

Bourne 

* House  Wren 

ii 

21 

3  Point  Gratiot 

Able 

it 

29 

2  Springbrook 

Danner 

ii 

29 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Winter  Wren 

ii 

2F 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Clark,  Brownstein 

n 

3 

1  near  Lyndonville 

G.M.  Smith 

Mockingbird 

ii 

22 

1  Brocton 

Buck,  Bates 

* Catbird 

ii 

29 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

*Brown  Thrasher 

it 

2 

2  near  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

ii 

2 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Clark 

Robin 

ii 

2 

1060  over  Lake  View 

Clark 

ti 

17 

1226  over  Lake  View 

Able,  Brownstein 

*Wood  Thrush 

ti 

30 

1  Delaware  Pk.,  Buffalo 

Able 

ii 

30 

5  Wright  Park,  Dunkirk 

Able 

^Hermit  Thrush 

ii 

4 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

it 

18 

1  Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Clark 

*Veery 

it 

29 

1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Seeber 

it 

30 

1  Wright  Park,  Dunkirk 

Able 

Eastern  Bluebird 

ii 

3 

2  Dunkirk 

Clark 

ti 

6 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ti 

9 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

ii 

13 

1  Cassadaga 

Bates 

ii 

16 

2  near  Portland 

Clark 

ii 

17,  IS 

2,3  Lake  Erie  State  Park 

Rosche 

it 

20 

1  Belmont 

Burton 

ti 

21 

2  Point  Gratiot 

Able 

it 

21 

6  West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von  Arnims 

ii 

28 

1  near  Charlotte 

Mitchell  et  al 

*B . -g . Gnat  cat  cher 

ii 

21 

3  Point  Gratiot 

Able 

it 

25 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Rosche 

ii 

26 

1  Lake  Erie  State  Park 

Clark,  Schaffner 

it 

26 

1  near  Portland 

Clark,  Schaffner 

ii 

26 

1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Andrle 

ii 

28 

1  near  Irving 

Andrle 

it 

30 

5  Point  Gratiot 

Clark 

it 

30 

2  Portland 

Clark 

^•Ruby-cr*  Kinglet 

it 

3 

1  Jerusalem  Comers 

Able 

ti 

5 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

it 

2 

2  Point  Gratiot 

Clark,  Brownstein 

ii 

20 

1  Derby 

Bourne 

it 

26 

1  near  Brocton 

Rosche 

*Yellow-t.  Vireo 

Apr 

.  21 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Seeber 

^Solitary  Vireo 

Apr. 28, 29 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

*Bl*-&-wh.  Warbler  11 

30 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Clark 

ii 

30 

1  near  Irving 

Able 

* Nashville  Warbler  ” 

29,30 

2,3  Springbrook 

Danner 

it 

30 

1  Como  Lake  Pk.,  Lancaster 

Mrozek 

it 

30 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

ii 

30 

1,1  Pt.  Gratiot,  Portland 

Clark 

* Yellow  Warbler 

u 

25 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

(a) 


\ 
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Tellow  Warbler 

Apr. 

30 

2  Belmont 

Burton 

ti 

30 

5  Point  Gratiot 

Clark  et  al 

*Bl.-thr.  B.  Warb, 

u 

i 

30 

1  Portland 

Clark 

Myrtle  Warbler 

u 

14 

1  Como  Lake  Pk.,  Lancaster  Mrozek 

ii 

17 

20  over  Lake  View 

Mrozek,  Able  et  al 

*Bl.-thr.  G.  Warb. Apr. 

19 

1  Como  Lake  Pk., Lancaster 

Mrozek 

Apr. 

28 

1  Hamburg 

Thill 

a 

28 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Freitag 

* Blackburnian  Warb.” 

30 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

*Pine  Warbler 

it 

17 

1  Point  Gratiot 

S chaff ner  et  al 

n 

19 

1  Como  Lake  Pk.,  Lancaster  Mrozek 

*-Palm  Warbler 

it 

30 

1  Lake  View 

Able 

it 

30 

2  Eden 

Bourne 

TI 

30 

2,1  Pt.  Gratiot,  Portland 

Clark 

II 

30 

2  near  Lyndon vi lie 

Smiths 

*No.  Waterthrush 

It 

29 

1  Tifft  St.,  Buffalo 

Andrle 

II 

30 

1  South  Dayton 

Webster,  Bill,  Moore 

*La.  Waterthrush 

II 

17 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Rosche 

II 

28 

1  Cattaraugus  Indian  Res. 

Clark,  Miller 

Bobo  link 

Apr. 

28 

1  Mayville 

Mitchell  et  al 

W.  Meadowlark 

Apr. 

13 

1  Town  of  Marilla 

Rosche  et  al 

ti 

18 

1  Town  of  Marilla 

Webster,  Danner  et  al 

ti 

28 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

^Scarlet  Tanager 

n 

30 

1  Depew 

I.  Smith  rep.  Axtell 

(brought  to 

Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  alive) 

Evening  Grosbeak 

Apr. 

1 

5  Attica  Center 

Rosche 

it 

11L 

2  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Purple  Finch 

ii 

21 

50  Belmont 

Burton 

Pine  Siskin 

ti 

2,3 

2,2  over  Lake  View 

Clark  et  al 

ii 

5 

25  Hamburg 

Bourne 

ii 

17 

2  over  Lake  View 

Mrozek  et  al 

ii 

17 

3  Lake  Erie  State  Park 

Rosche 

it 

20 

3  Jamestown 

Buck,  Bates 

it 

21 

2  Como  Lake  Pk.,  Lancaster  Mrozek 

n 

28 

1  Angola 

Andrle 

*  Grasshopper  Spa. 

ii 

25 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

■KHenslow1  s  Sparrow  w 

28 

1  Hanover  Center 

Clark,  Miller 

Chipping  Sparrow 

ii 

8,9 

2,1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

it 

30F 

3  Point  Gratiot 

Clark 

it 

30F 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Able 

White-thr.  Sparrow  " 

11 

1  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Freitag 

Snow  Bunting 

it 

11L 

3  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Clark 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded:  122 
Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  63 
Total  for  19*63?  -^5 
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ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 
Report  of  the  April  Bird  Count 

Date:  April  7,  1963 

Species  feecorded:  Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  division  numbers  -where 
the  species  was  observed  when  it  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  divisions.  An 
asterisk  (#)  preceding  the  name  of  a  species  indicates  the  first  record  for  the 
year.  Underlined  common  names  indicate  that  an  acceptable  detailed  written 
verification,  according  to  the  “Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario”  (B.O.S.,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been  received  and  placed 
in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 

Loons  -  Mergansers: 


Common  Loon 

4 

American  Widgeon 

223 

^‘Red-throated  Loon 

kip 

Wood  Duck 

63 

Red-necked  Grebe 

2(15) 

Redhead 

123 

Horned  Grebe 

394 

Ring-necked  Duck 

183 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

45 

Canvasback 

316 

Great  Blue  Heron 

40 

Greater  Scaup 

3917 

Black-cr.  Night  Heron 

2(9) 

Lesser  Scaup 

1909 

Whistling  Swan 

182 

Common  Goldeneye 

1076 

Canada  Goose 

85,000 

Bufflehead 

458 

Snow  Goose 

10(4,5,10) 

Old squaw 

100 

Blue  Goose 

3(5,6,10) 

White-winged  Scoter 

97 

Mallard 

571 

^Common  Scoter 

2 

Black  Duck 

351 

Ruddy  Duck 

36 

Gadwall 

10 

Hooded  Merganser 

41 

Pintail 

1790 

Common  Merganser 

875 

Green-winged  Teal 

138 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

3372 

Vulture  -  Rails; 


Turkey  Vulture 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk 
Cooper’s  Hawk 
Red-tailed  Hawk 
Red-shouldered  Hawk 
Rough-legged  Hawk 
Bald  Eagle 

Plovers  -  Terns: 


Killdeer 

American  Woodcock 
Common  Snipe 
Greater  Yellowlegs 
Lesser  Yellowlegs 
Pectoral  Sandpiper 


51 

8 


Marsh  Hawk 
Osprey 


3(13,16,22)  Sparrow  Hawk 


81 

13 

9 

1(5) 


Ruffed  Grouse 
Ring-necked  Pheasant 
^Turkey 
American  Coot 


33 

3(16,21,23) 

101 

22 


175 

8  (14,27) 
24 


291 

27 

82 

11 

1(16) 

207 


Gr.  Black-backed  Gull  8(5,7) 

Herring  Gull  143# 

Ring-billed  Gull  2363 

Bonaparte’s  Gull  278 

•^'Common  Tern  2(6,11) 


(43) 
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Doves  -  Swallows : 


Rock  Dove 
Mourning  Dove 
Screech  Owl 
Great  Horned  Owl 
Barred  Owl 
Short-eared  Owl 
Saw-whet  Owl 
Belted  Kingfisher 
Yellow-sh.  Flicker 
Pileated  Woodpecker 
Red-headed  Woodpecker 


347 

396 

2(11,13) 

2(9,13) 

1(5) 

2(3,9) 

1  (9) 

68 

409 

9 

3(3) 


Yellow-b.  Sapsucker  21 

Hairy  Woodpecker  56 

Downy  Woodpecker  185 

Eastern  Phoebe  91 

*H.  Lark  (E.a.alpestris)  45  (17) 

H.  Lark  (E.a.praticola)  292 
Tree  Swallow  193 

*Bough-winged  Swallow  1(21) 

*Bam  Swallow  3(6,21) 

•^Purple  Martin  5(12,20) 


Jays  -  Warblers: 


Blue  Jay 
Common  Crow 
Black-capped  Chickadee 
Tufted  Titmouse 
White-br.  Nuthatch 
Red-br.  Nuthatch 
Brown  Creeper 
Wrinter  Wren 
Brown  Thrasher 
Robin 


170 

1447 

327 

5(14,20,28) 

91 

3(13,21) 

103 

21 

1(11) 

5377 


Hermit  Thrush 
Eastern  Bluebird 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet 
Ruby- crowned  Kinglet 
Water  Pipit 
Cedar  Waxwing 
Loggerhead  Shrike 
Starling 
Myrtld  Warbler 


3(3,20,28) 

40 

162 

20 

269 

175 

3(4,14,19) 

20,726 

1(12) 


House  Sparrow  -  Fringillids: 


House  Sparrow 
Eastern  Meadowlark 
^Western  Meadowlark 
Red- winged  Blackbird 
Rusty  Blackbird 
Common  Grackle 
Brown-headed  Cowbird 
Cardinal 

Evening  Grosbeak 
Purple  Finch 
Pine  Siskin 
American  Goldfinch 
Rufous-sided  Towhee 


3897 

1381 

1(12) 

20,317 

313 

10,295 

3485 

160 

32(14,21) 

61 


15 

69 

33 


Savannah  Sparrow 
Vesper*  Sparrow 
Slate-colored  Junco 
Tree  Sparrow 
■^Chipping  Sparrow 
Field  Sparrow 
White-crowned  Sparrow 
•^White-throated  Sparhow 
Fox  Sparrow 
Swamp  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 
Snow  Bunting 


96 

238 

2169 

354 

26 

81 

1(12) 

7(11,14,28) 

36 

58 

2923 

2(6) 


Miscellaneous:  unidentified  ducks,  267;  unidentified  Buteo  hawks,  2.  GRAND  TOTAL: 
122  species;  about  208,700  individuals. 


Comments  and  Comparisons:  The  following  species  were  more  common  than  on 
any  previous  April  Bird  Count:  Canada  Goose,  Mallard,  Green-winged  Teal,  Greater 
Scaup,  Lesser  Scaup,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Turkey,  American  Woodcock,  Common  Snipe, 
Pectoral  Sandpiper,  Yellow-shafted  Flicker,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker, 
Downy  Woodpecker,  Horned  Lark  (E.a.alpestris) ,  Brown  Creeper,  Robin,  Water  Pipit, 
Cedar  Waxwing,  House  Sparrow,  Eastern  Meadowlark,  Brown-headed  Cowbird,  Rufous¬ 
sided  Towhee,  Slate-colored  Junco,  Chipping  Sparrow,  Field  Sparrow,  Fox  Sparrow. 
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Sectional  Divisions  and  Observers:  The  following  divisions  are  those 
defined  by  the  map  “Sectional  Divisions  of  the  Territory  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society"  (1956).  The  list  gives  the  number  of  each  division 
and  the  name  of  a  place  in  that  division.  Underlined  names  denote  the  individuals 
or  group  responsible  for  the  coverage  of  each  division.  23  of  the  28  sectional 
divisions  were  covered  by  a  total  of  127  observers. 


1;  Fonthill,  Ont. 

2.  Thorold,  Ont. 

3.  Wilson,  N.Y. 

4.  Middleport,  N.Y. 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  N.Y. 

6.  Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

7 .  Lowbanks,  Ont. 

8 .  Fort  Erie ,  Ont . 

9.  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 

10.  Akron,  N.Y. 

11.  Buffalo,  N.Y. 


12.  Lancaster,  N.Y. 


13.  Batavia,  N.Y. 


14.  Hamburg,  N.Y. 


15.  Java,  N.Y. 

16.  Angola,  N.Y. 

17.  Cattaraugus,  N.Y. 

18.  Delevan,  N.Y. 

19.  Fillmore,  N.Y. 

2  0.  Dunkirk,  N.Y. 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  N.Y. 


22.  Sherman,  N.Y. 


-  not  covered 

-  not  covered 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde 

-  Mr,  Willard  McKale,  Mr.  Ray  Franz,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Joseph  F.  Thill 

-  Mr.  Bernard  Nathan,  Mr.  James  Braunberns,  Miss  Mary 
Louise  Emerson 

-  Mr.  Edward  L.  Seeber,  Mr.  Richard  Freitag,  Joe 
Grzybowski,  G.  Halliwell,  W.  Holmes 

-  Mr.  Richard  Brownstein 

-  Mr.  Anthony  Krayria,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  H.  Axtell, 

Mr.  Robert  Miller 

-  Mr.  Harold  Mitchell.  Mrs,  Alice  Dietrich,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Whitney  Mallam,  Mr.  Albert  J,  Wright  III 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Winston  Brockner 

-  Miss  Marie  Wendling ,  Dr.  Arthur  Freitag,  Miss  Nancie 
Greenman,  Mrs.  Willard  McKale,  Miss  Joan  Sutton,  Miss 
Gertrude  Webster,  Miss  Margaret  Wendling,  Miss  Mary 
Wolf,  Miss  Elaine  Wozniak 

-  East  Aurora  Bird  Club,  Mr.  Howard  Reuther,  Compiler: 
Mrs.  James  Creighton,  Mrs.  Elek  Csont,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Howard  Lange,  Mrs.  Peter  Loersch,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
McMahon,  Mr.  Carl  Mrozek,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milton  Neischel, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren  Peters,  Miss  Thelma  Pikett,  Mrs. 
Charles  Reinhart,  Mrs.  Howard  Reuther,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sterling  Ruhl,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Schweikhard,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lewis  Sisler 

-  Mrs.  Q.L.  Pixley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  Annabal,  Mr. 
George  Buckland,  Mr.  George  Mahaney,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Max 
Mason,  Mr.  David  Thompson,  Mr.  Don  Thureau 

-  Mrs.  John  E.  Bacon.  Mr.  Kenneth  P.  Able,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  L.  Bourne,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Liston,  Mrs. 

Lynn  Rochester,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Stevenson 

-  Mr.  Richard  C.  Rosche 

-  Miss  Frances  M.  Rew,  Miss  Frances  Rathbun 

-  Miss  Elma  Bowen,  Miss  Lena  Turner 

-  not  covered 

-  Mr.  Harold  Freund 

-  Miss  Teresa  Schober,  Dr.  Allen  H.  Benton,  Mr.  Richard 
Miga,  Mr.  Frank  Peek 

-  Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Mrs.  Russell  Pillsbury, 
Compiler:  Mrs.  Nina  Bates,  Mr.  Gustavas  Bentley, 

Mrs.  Stanley  Buck,  Mrs.  Warren  Bush,  Miss  Marian 
Danielson,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Theodore  Elderkin,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Alvin  Hoag,  Mr.  Arthur  Schaffner,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kenneth  Swanson,  Mr.  Sidney  Taylor 

-  Jamestown  Audubon  Society.  Mrs.  Russell  Pillsbury, 
Compiler:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theodore  Elderkin,  Mrs.  Victor 
Gastol,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  Potter 
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23.  Frewsburg,  N.Y. 


24.  Allegany  St.  Park,  N.Y. 

25.  Allegany,  N.Y. 

26.  Cuba  Reservoir,  N.Y. 

27.  Boliver,  N.Y. 


28.  Alfred,  N.Y. 


~  Jamestown  Audubon  Society.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Pillsbury, 
Compiler:  Miss  Ruth  Ahrens,  Mr.  and  Mrs*  Arthur 
Babath,  Mr.  James  Baer,  Mr.  Clarence  Beal,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Theodore  Elderkin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  Findley, 
Mr.  Robert  Hallquist,  Miss  Annabelle  Hiller 

-  not  covered 

-  not  covered 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henning  B.  von  Arnim 

-  Mrs.  Florence  Maddren*  Mr.  Neil  Depew,  Mr.  John 
Dunham,  Mrs.  Chris  Kruger,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theodore 
McClure,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  McMurtry,  Mr*  and  Mrs. 
George  Smith 

-  Mrs.  Florence  Maddren.  Mrs.  Carlton  Baker,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carl  Burdick,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lou  L.  Burton,  Mr. 
Paul  Davies,  Mr.  John  Maddren 


We  wish  to  thank  everyone  for  their  time,  effort  and  willingness  to 
participate  in  this  Count.  Everyone’s  cooperation  wa$  appreciated.  -  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Willard  McKale,  89  Larch  Road,  Buffalo  21,  New  York. 


NOTES  AND  NEWS 


1963  Nesting  Records:  Please  send  nesting  data  to  the  Compiler  with  your 
regular  monthly  records  or  as  soon  as  possible.  These  records  will  be  published 
in  the  July  and  August  issues  of  The  Prothonotary  as  has  been  the  custom  for  the 
past  two  years.  -  Editor. 


How  long  do  birds  live?  Of  possible  interest  to  local  banders  and  bird 
students  are  the  following  longevity  records  of  some  local  species  (from  The  Ring. 
Vol.  Ill,  No.  34,  Feb.  1963,  pp.  177-181): 


Common  Loon 

7 

yrs.,  7 

mos  0 , 

23 

days 

Downy  Woodp. 

9 

yrs.,  1 

mo . 

D . -cr .  Cormorant 

13 

yrs.,  7 

mos . , 

14 

days 

Tree  Swallow 

7 

yrs., 11 

mos., 26  days 

Gr.  Blue  Heron 

15 

yrs.,  4 

mos . 

Bam  Swalltw 

6 

yrs . ,  11 

mos., 12  days 

Black  Duck 

11 

yrs.,  0 

mos. , 

21 

days 

Blue  Jay 

12 

yrs.,  9 

mos., 21  days 

Pintail 

12 

yrs., 10 

mos. , 

2 

days 

B.-c.  Chickadee 

9 

yrs.,  1 

mo.,  14  days 

Shoveler 

7 

yrs.,  1 

mo. , 

16 

days 

W.-br.  Nuti^tch 

9 

yrs.,  5 

mos.,  1  day 

Greater  Scaup 

11 

yrs.,  0 

mos.. 

13 

days 

House  Wren 

5 

yrs. 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

13 

yrs.,  6 

mos. , 

20 

days 

Brown  Thraatier 

11 

yrs., 10 

mos.,  5  days 

Marsh  Hawk 

9 

yrs.,  4 

mos . , 

11 

days 

Robin 

11 

yrs.,  7 

mos., 23  days 

Osprey 

20 

yrs., 11 

mos . , 

12 

days 

Starling 

13 

yrs.,  3 

mos. 

Amer.  Coot 

8 

yrs., 11 

mos . , 

21 

days 

Red-eyed  Vffeo 

5 

yrs., 10 

mos., 12  days 

Amer.  Woodcock 

5 

yrs.,  9 

mos » , 

15 

days 

Pine  Warblef 

5 

yrs. ,11 

mos., 23  days 

Herring  Gull 

16 

yrs., 10 

mos. 

Red-w . Blackbird 

14 

yrs.,  1 

mo.,  26  days 

Caspian  Tern 

26 

yrs.,  0 

mos. , 

21 

days 

Br.-h.  Cowbfrd 

7 

yrs.,  9 

mos.,  4  days 

Mourning  Dove 

8 

yrs.,  7 

mos.. 

2 

days 

Scarlet  Tanager 

7 

yrs., 10 

mos., 11  days 

Screech  Owl 

12 

yrs.,  4 

mos. , 

24 

days 

Cardinal 

12 

yrs.,  9 

mos.,  8  days 

Gr.  Horned  Owl 

12 

yrs.,  8 

mos. 

Evening  Grofbeak  8 

yrs.,  1 

mo.,  23  days 

Chimney  Swift 

12 

yrs.,  4 

mos.. 

2 

days 

Am.  Goldfinch 

7 

yrs.,  0 

mos.,  2  days 

Y.-sh,  Flicker 

11 

yrs.,  4 

mos.. 

28 

days 

R.-s.  Towhee 

8 

yrs., 11 

mos., 10  days 

Hairy  Woodp. 

9 

yrs.,  7 

mos. , 

12 

days 

Wh.-cr.  Sparrow  12 

yrs.,  9 

mos., 25  days 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Summer  Symposiums 

Meet  at  8:00  P.M.  in  Room  302,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 

July  18  -  Vireos  and  flycatchers.  Harold  H.  Axtell,  discussion  leader. 
Aug.  1$  -  Fall  warblers.  Edward  L.  Seeber,  discussion  leader. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


July  21  -  Seventeenth  Annual  Shorebird  Count  on  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie. 
Leader,  Kenneth  P.  Able  (NA  7-5636). 

Aug.  2 4  -  Jamestown  area.  Joint  trip  with  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  and 

Jamestown  Audubon  Society.  The  morning  and  afternoon  is  to  be  spent 
looking  at  shorebirds;  the  evening  will  be  spent  watching  the  gathering 
of  birds  at  the  Jamestown  Martin  Roost.  Bring  lunch  and/or  supper. 

Meet  8:00  A.M.  at  the  Cleveland  Drive  entrance  to  the  State  Thruway. 
Leader:  Gertrude  G.  Webster  (TF  3-7768). 

Aug.  25  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Warblers  and  shore! irds.  Meeting  place, 
time  and  leader  to  be  announced. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  fifth  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  N.Y. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  Mrs.  Edward  P.  Cummiskey,  1759  Hertel  Avenue,  Buffalo 

16,  New  York 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde, 

4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  New  York 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  New  York 

(47) 


«  *  •  v 


\ 

<  •  ■'■ 


:sjl  hop  :;;*o  c 
^  . ;  4  *  • 

••••  ... 11  . t  tM'  t  ■  "*  r : r  "-2  i  i  j 

-  *  «  '..•  V.  ..  .  ■  '-i  ...  •  J  .• 


•  ■ 

f)  r  (vr  r  I-/ 


C‘  *.■  i.  ...  '-  -ii].*  •  ...  [  '  :,..i  Ik  ■  !;  J 

V.  .  |  O  *♦  «v-  ,*  M 

•  i.  <,  .  ,  .*  .  ■  ■  d  )  j.  ; 


ijr:\ 


»  '  ■»  —  T1  ‘  *  *  V 

•  -•  .Is  »  ..  . 


t  A- 


•  •  r . 

,  j  1  •  r  ■  ■ 


•*•%/  r*i  r-y-1  >  ■ 


-  -  :  .•••■» 
:■  ■  :■  ■  ■  j:  •  • 


.  ‘iiS  -.v.'  -  .I  lo 


. 

.  -  - 

no  r.i.JoO  i 

n 

If*'  •  •  i  .  ri  **• .'  ',*•  . 

-  •  •  •  :  -  ' 

t’ 

......  j  ■ 

-  i. 

f  ,rr  ,  j  i. 

•  t  ^  .K.  .  A 

-  VJ  J.  ^  ."'■iv  :  :  •• 

f.  T 

:  .•  i.? . 

:  .  ■  :  ■  aiii 

..  it 

inovd 

9fiJ 

■  w 

rc 


'  r  •  ■  ’  .  '  '  :  ”  '  v 

•  •  <  "?  ,  *  •,'*.•••  -  -  *  f'  *  •'  T  •  *  v 

4  '•  .  ■  .  J  ’■  ..S’  ■  ■  *  :*  •  -,f 

•  .  :  '  i  ■;  ‘  '  ;  *| 


* 


.  ' 


,  -  •  •  •  .  . 


..  • 


‘  <  *  “  •  f 

-  ... 


t®'  Cq  ,  •  •  -  to  is  -  2'IS.Id'IBv 


,  - 1  T  rt 


. '  V‘ 


•  •  •  •  •  -  »  .  .  .  4*  •  •  -<  #c 


.  ■  "  Col  1c  :  jj  !  J  V  -  ... 

£•  oi  ■  '•  v  .  •• 


t‘  \  ■? '  •  rf)':,  .  - 


v/ 


.  \  ■{i  r,  :  -  :.■>  rf  ’■  :  •' 


lyi  •  :rf  . 

'  di  . 


..  • 


■ :  r  Yf  "  ‘  *\  'Y  “  *.  :  *  •  '• 

;  _  .  . 


.-;S p,r(,  r 


:  'T  l <  •.!< 


.  •  <  ‘  '  *T  -  *’■  •  *•*  r  *• 


t  vrrr-;) 


'  C  *. . ;;  ... 


iwV.  w’  i 


:ir.oY 


'  •  ■’  rid  c .'  aj  cfs 

C  f.  i'-j- ;  i  .  • 


■ 


•  '  •  '«  .  -  -v.;  ■. 


. 


■  /.-  f  r ▼  * 

. 


Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


May  was  mostly  dry  and  cold.  Precipitation  was  three-courths  of  an  inch 
below  normal.  The  Temperature  registered  1.4  degrees  below  the  mean,  with 
vegetation  in  some  sections  two  weeks  behind  its  usual  seasonal  development.  A 
cold  wave  of  several  days’  duration  in  the  third  week  of  the  month  caused  widespread 
frost  damage  to  some  fruit  crops  and  indirectly  resulted  in  the  death  of  many 
Purple  Martins.  Cold  and  weak  from  near-starvation,  groups  of  martins  huddled  in 
the  sun  on  warm  pavement s>  where  many  were  killed  by  speeding  cars. 

Seldom  has  there  been  a  May  with  such  a  lack  of  migration  ’’waves” .  Even  the 
little  ripples  were  few  and  indistinct.  It  was  a  common  experience  on  an  all-day 
birding  trip  to  the  best  places  to  find  fewer  than  a  dozen  individuals  of  migrant 
land  birds,  and  on  some  days  even  as  few  as  one  or  two  such  individuals.  The 
flight  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  was  poor;  only  two  were  reported. 

The  most  exciting  bird  of  the  month  was  the  Purple  Gallinule,  first 
identified  by  Nancy  Peters  of  East  Aurora.  Appropriately  it  was  at  the  Buffalo 
Audubon  Society’s  Beaver  Meadow  Wildlife  Refuge  near  Java,  New  York,  It  was  still 
present  at  the  end  of  the  month,  by  which  time  it  had  been  seen  by  nearly  all  the 
active  field  observers  in  the  Buffalo  area.  —  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of 
Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


-  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  ’’Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario”  (B.O.S.,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 

Common  Loon  May  1  25  Pt.  Breeze,  Orleans  Co.  Mrozek,  Brownstein 

»  27  2  Silver  Bay,  Ont.  Able,  Brownstein 
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Red-necked  Grebe 

May 

29 

1  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Booth 

(bird  dead 

for  about  four-five  days) 

May 

27 

1  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Able,  Brownstein 

*D.-cr.  Cormorant 

it 

5 

1  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Seeber,  Nathan 

ii 

7 

1  Irving 

Andrle  et  al 

ii 

20 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

B.-cr.  Night  Heron  " 

3 

3  Eden 

Bourne 

it 

17 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

ii 

17 

4  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Mitchell,  Wright  et  al 

ii 

27 

2  Wainfleet  Marsh,  Ont. 

Able,  Brownstein 

Least  Bittern 

it 

17 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Mitchell,  Wright  et  al 

it 

26 

3  Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Seeber,  Halliwell 

ii 

27 

3  Riverside  Marsh,Kiantone 

Rosche,  Kibler  et  al 

Whistling  Swan 

ii 

4 

1  Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Seeber 

ii 

23 

2  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Andrle  et  al 

n 

27 

2  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Able,  Brownstein 

Gadwall 

it 

17 

2  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Mitchell,  Wright  et  al 

it 

18 

11  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

Green-w.  Teal 

ti 

23 

2  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Andrle  et  al 

n 

31 

4  Schmitt's  Marsh,  Akron 

Mrozek 

American  Widgeon 

it 

18 

1  Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Rosche  et  al 

ti 

27 

2  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Brownstein 

Shoveler 

it 

3 

3  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Seeber,  Nathan 

Greater  Scaup 

it 

27 

2  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Able,  Brownstein 

Common  Goldeneye 

ti 

27 

2  Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Able,  Brownstein 

Bufflehead 

it 

27 

1  Stafford's  Pond,  OOGMA 

Able,  Brownstein 

Oldaquaw 

it 

23 

1  Mohawk  Bay,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

White-w.  Scoter 

it 

27 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Brownstein 

Common  Scoter 

ti 

10L 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein,  Schaffner 

Ruddy  Duck 

it 

23,24 

2  Cheektowaga 

Mrozek,  Grzybowski 

it 

27 

1  Stafford's  Pond,  OOGMA 

Able,  Brownstein 

Turkey  Vulture 

it 

11 

1  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

Axtells 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

ti 

2,3 

1,2  Wellsville,  Belmont 

Burton 

/  , 

it 

23 

1  Como  Lake  Pk.,  Lancaster  Mrozek,  Grzybowski 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

ti 

3,18 

2,1  Wellsville,  Belmont 

Burton 

ii 

9 

1  Bird  Rd.,  Moulton  Town- 

Brownstein 

ship,  Ontario 

ii 

10 

1  Zoar  Valley 

Brownstein,  Schaffner 

ii 

25 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

n 

26,31 

1  Allenberg  Bog,  Napoli 

Able  et  al 

Broad-w.  Hawk 

ti 

4 

20  over  Hamburg 

Bourne 

ii 

5,18 

11,2  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

Axtells 

Rough-1.  Hawk 

ti 

1,3L 

1,2  Belmont 

Burton 

Bald  Eagle 

ii 

10 

1  Orchard  Park 

Bourne 

(immature) 

May 

10 

1  Cattaraugus  Indian  Res. 

Brownstein,  Schaffner 

( adult ) 

Osprey 

May 

4 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

it 

5 

5  Sturgeon  Point 

Able 

it 

10 

1  Marilla 

Brockner 

it 

12 

1  Java 

Brockner 

it 

13 

1  Como  Lake  Pk.,  Lancaster 

Mrozek 

ii 

17 

2  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Mitchell,  Wright  et  al 

it 

28 

2  Belmont 

Burton 

Pigeon  Hawk 

ii 

4 

1  Langford 

Bourne 
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Pigeon  Hawk  May 

11 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Rew 

Turkey 

it 

3 

1  near  Wellsville 

Burton 

it 

13 

1  Shirley  Rd.,  N. Collins 

Able 

n 

31 

3  Allegany  State  Park 

Rosche  et  al 

*King  Rail 

ti 

17,23 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Axtell  et  al 

it 

27 

2  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Able 

Virginia  Rail 

it 

4,12 

3,1  Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Dorst 

ii 

31 

4  Schmitt’s  Marsh,  Akron 

Mrozek 

Sora 

ti 

4,12 

2  Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Dorst 

* Purple  Gallinule 

ii 

7-31 

1  Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Peters,  Rosche  et  al 

*  Serai.  Plover 

it 

3 

1  Abino  Bay,  Ont. 

Seeber,  Nathan 

it 

5 

1  Ft.Erie-Morgans  Pt.,0nt. 

Wendlings 

it 

15 

1  Langford 

Bourne 

it 

26 

25  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Rosche  et  al 

Black-b.  Plover 

ti 

23 

18  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Andrle  et  al 

*Ruddy  Turnstone 

ii 

12 

4  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Wendlings 

*Whimbrel 

it 

23 

200  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Andrle  et  al 

it 

26 

45  Sugarloaf  Pt.  to  Grant 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

27 

35  YRchtt^aObtr,  Ont. 

Able,  Brownstein 

ii 

27 

25  Sugarloaf  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Brownstein 

it 

28 

13  Windmill  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell 

Upland  Plover 

it 

24 

2  Birdsall,  Allegany  Co. 

Burton 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

ii 

23 

7  Depew 

Mrozek,  Grzybowski 

Gr.  Yellowlegs 

ii 

23L 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Ls.  Yellowlegs 

it 

23 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Andrle  et  al 

*Knot 

it 

23 

4  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Andrle  et  al 

it 

28 

1  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell 

Pectoral  Sandp. 

it 

11 

9  Strykersville 

Bourne,  Rochester 

**Wh.-r.  Sandpiper 

it 

17 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Mitchell,  Wright  et 

al 

ii 

23 

7  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

it 

23 

2  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

*'Least  Sandpiper 

it 

10 

2  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Brownstein,  Schaffner 

it 

15 

3  Langford 

Bourne 

Dunlin 

it 

20 

500  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Dorst 

*-Sh.-b.  Dowitcher 

ti 

23 

3  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

it 

28 

1  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell 

*‘Semi.  Sandpiper 

ii 

17 

3  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Mitchell,  Wright  et 

al 

ti 

26 

250  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Rosche  et  al 

S  anderling 

ii 

26 

2  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Mitchell  et 

al 

Caspian  Tern 

it 

7 

2  Irving 

Andrle  et  al 

ii 

28 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Aixtell 

* Black  Tern 

ti 

4 

35  Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Seeber 

ii 

17 

6  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Mitchell,  Wright  et 

al 

*Yellow-b .  Cuckoo 

ti 

11 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

it 

17 

1  Langford 

Bourne 

*Black-b.  Cuckoo 

it 

4 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Wendlings 

ii 

10 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

Barn  Owl 

ii 

5 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Seeber,  Nathan 

ii 

14,27 

1  Hamburg 

Brownstein  et  al 

W hip-poor-will 

ii 

3 

1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

ti 

27 

1  Wainfleet  Marsh,  Ont. 

Able,  Brownstein 

Common  Nighthawk 

ii 

13 

2  Dunkirk 

Rosche 

ii 

16 

1  Jamestown 

Pillsbury 

*R.— t.  Hummingbird 

ii 

10 

1  Zoar  Valley 

Brownstein,  Schaffner 

(50) 
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R . -t , Hummingbird 

May 

10 

1  Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Brownstein,  Schaffner 

ii 

11 

1  Belmont 

Burton 

Pileated  Woodp, 

u 

17 

1  Como  Lake  Pk.,  Lancaster  Mrozek 

*Gr.  Crested  Fly. 

ii 

4 

1  Town  of  Charlotte 

Rew 

n 

4 

2  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Wendlings 

ii 

5 

5  Batavia 

Buckland 

ii 

5 

2  Ft. Eri e-Morgan’ s  Pt.,Ont.Wendlings 

YA-b.  Flycatcher 

ii 

31 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

* Acadian  Fly. 

ii 

27 

1  Abino  Hills,  Ont. 

Able,  Brownstein 

* Traill1 s  Fly. 

ti 

17 

1  Versailles 

Mitchell,  Wright  et  al 

it 

17 

1  Clarksburg 

Bourne 

it 

IB 

1  Jamestown  area 

Pillsbury,  Elderkin 

*E.  Wood  Pewee 

ii 

10 

1  Go wand a 

Brownstein,  Schaffner 

it 

10 

1  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein,  Schaffner 

n 

16 

3  Jamestown 

Pillsbury 

*0.-s.  Flycatcher 

May 

8 

1  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein,  Woldman  et  al 

May 

31 

1  near  Allegany  St.  Park 

Seeber 

it 

31 

2  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

Cliff  Swallow 

ii 

4 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Wendlings 

it 

4 

1  Cheektowaga 

Mrozek 

Blue  Jay 

ii 

16 

30  over  Tifft  St.,  Buffalo 

Andrle 

Tufted  Titmouse 

it 

5 

1  Angola 

Able 

Rea-br.  Nuthatch 

it 

2 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

n 

17 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Mitchell,  Wright  et  al 

Carolina  Wren 

ti 

11 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

*L.-b,  Marsh  Wren 

it 

17 

40  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Mitchell,  Wright  et  al 

•*3.-b.  Marsh  Wren 

it 

9, 18 

1,2  Wainfleet  Marsh,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

it 

15 

1  Lawtons 

Bourne 

it 

27 

2  Medina  Rd.,  Alabama 

Able,  Brownstein 

it 

29 

2  Morton' s  Corners 

Brockner 

ti 

31 

2  near  Alabama 

Andrle 

it 

31 

1  near  Barker 

Andrle 

Mockingbird 

it 

5 

1  Town  of  Evans 

Able 

it 

11 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

ii 

11-30 

2  Bauer  Road,  Hamburg 

Able  et  al 

it 

16 

1  Derby 

Bourne 

ii 

17 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Mitchell,  Wright  et  al 

Catbird 

n 

3 

1  Tifft  Street,  Buffalo 

Andrle 

Wood  Thrush 

it 

3 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

*Swainson's  Thrush  11 

6 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

ti 

11 

1  Buffalo 

Wendlings 

*Gray-ch.  Thrush 

it 

18 

1  Buffalo 

Wendlings 

ii 

30 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

ii 

30 

1  Como  Lake  Pk. , Lancaster 

Mrozek 

Eastern  Bluebird 

ti 

3 

3  Belmont  area 

Burton 

it 

16-27 

2  Hamburg 

Able 

ti 

16,17 

6  West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von  Arnims 

it 

18 

1  Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Rosche  et  al 

ii 

20,21 

2,1  Belmont  area 

Burton 

u 

26 

1  Belmont  area 

Burton 

B .  -g .  Giatcat cher 

ti 

4 

5  Jamestown  to  Onoville 

Pillsbury  et  al 

it 

4 

3  Como  Lake  Pk.,  Lancaster 

Mrozek 

ti 

5 

2  Ft .Eri e-Morgan's  Pt.,Ont.Wendlings 

ii 

9 

2  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

A.  Freitag,  Rathbun 

ii 

14 

2  Point  Gratiot 

Rosche 

(51) 
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B.-g.  Gnatcatcher  May 

18 

n 

26 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

11 

21L 

Water  Pipit 

it 

23L 

•^Wbite-e.  Vireo 

11 

5 

11 

8,9 

Yellow— thr,  Vireo 

it 

5 

* Red-eyed  Vireo 

ti 

10 

it 

10 

■^Philadelphia  Vireo" 

10 

11 

12 

11 

25 

*Warbling  Vireo 

11 

4 

ti 

5 

11 

5 

11 

5 

11 

5 

B1 . -&-wh .  Warbler 

it 

4 

11 

4 

11 

4 

*‘Prothonotary  Warb. 

11 

> 

12 

*Golden-w.  Warbler 

11 

10 

it 

11 

*Blue-w.  Warbler 

it 

10 

it 

12 

•^"Brewster's  War." 

11 

10,27 

11 

21 

11 

25 

^Tennessee  War. 

it 

5 

11 

9 

ti 

31 

11 

31 

*0range-cr.  War. 

11 

7 

ti 

10 

it 

10 

ti 

18 

■K-parula  Warbler 

ti 

10 

ti 

10 

11 

11 

it 

12 

ti 

12 

n 

16 

11 

17 

n 

18 

11 

18 

ti 

26L 

^Magnolia  Warbler 

it 

2 

n 

4 

*Cape  May  Warbler 

it 

5 

11 

5 

rt 

8 

11 

23L 

Bl.-thr.  Blue  War. 

11 

2 

Myrtle  Warbler 

it 

23L 

2  Jamestown  area 
2  Taylor  Hollow 

2  Jamestown 

3  Oak  Orchard  GMA 
1  near  Dunkirk 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Onti 
1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

1  St„  Catharines,  Ont. 

3  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 
1  Gowanda 
1  Hamburg 

1  Ball's  Gulf,  Arkwright 

2  Lake  View,  Irving 
1  Lake  View 

5  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

1  Hamburg 

2  Dunkirk 

6  Jamestown  to  Onoville 

2  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

3  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

2  Versailles 

2  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

15  Yorkshire  -  Versailles 
1  Ball's  Gulf,  Arkwright 
1  Yorkshire 
1  Belmont 
1  Taylor  Hollow 
1  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 
1  St.  Catharines,  Onti 
1  Gowanda 

1  Allegany  State  Park 

1  Hamburg 

2  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

1  Jamestown  area 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

2  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

1  Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

1  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 
1  Jamestown 
1  Hamburg 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

2  Buffalo 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

1  Hamburg 

2  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

1  Lorraine,  Ont. 

1  Sugarloaf  Point,  Ont. 

1  Hamburg 

1  Como  Lake  Pk., Lancaster 

2  Hamburg 

2  Como  Lake  Pk*, Lancaster 


Pillsbury,  Elderkin 
Able,  Brownstein 
Pillsbury,  Elderkin 
Andrle  et  al 
Benton 

Brownstein,  Woldman  et  al 

Seeber,  Nathan 

Dorst 

Bourne 

Brownstein 

Bourne 

Pillsbury  et  al 

Andrle 

Schmahl 

Dorst 

Bourne 

Able 

Pillsbury  et  al 
Wendlings 
A.  Freitag 

Mitchell,  Axtell  et  al 
Brownstein,  Schaffner 
Dorst 

Brownstein,  Schaffner 
Rew 

Brownstein,  Able 

Burton 

Rew,  Rathbun 

Wendlings 

Dorst 

Able 

Rosche  et  al 

Bourne 

Dorst 

Brownstein,  Schaffner 

Pillsbury,  Elderkin 

Brownstein,  Schaffner 

Seeber 

Able 

Dorst 

Wendlings 

Pillsbury 

Bourne 

Rew 

Wendlings 
Rosche  et  al 
Bourne 
Wendlings 
Epes 

Seeber,  Nathan 

Bourne 

Mrozek 

Able 

Mrozek 


(52) 
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Vol.  29,  No.  6  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con't) 


-Cerulean  Warbler  May 

12 

1 

Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie  Wendlings 

n 

17 

1 

Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Mitchell,  Axtell  et  al 

ii 

17 

1 

Versailles 

Mitchell,  Axtell  et  al 

Blackburnian  War. 

ii 

4 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Wendlings 

•"-Chest  ,-s.  War. 

ii 

4 

2 

Jamestown  to  Onoville 

Pillsbury  et  al 

ii 

4 

3 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Wendlings 

it 

5 

1 

Mud  Lake>  Ont. 

Dorst 

it 

5 

2 

Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Wendlings 

*'Bay-br.  Warbler 

n 

9 

1 

Hamburg 

Andrle 

it 

10 

1 

Go wanda 

Brownstein,  Schaffner 

it 

29L 

2 

Windmill  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Booth 

**Blackpoll  Warbler  " 

10 

1 

Versailles 

Brownstein 

ti 

16 

1 

Fredonia 

Rosche 

it 

31L 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

*Prairie  Warbler 

it 

30 

1 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von  Amims 

it 

31 

1 

Allegany  State  Park 

Rosche  et  al 

Palm  Warbler 

May 

26 

1 

Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

•-'Ovenbird 

May 

4 

1 

Jamestown  to  Onoville 

Pillsbury  et  al 

it 

4 

1 

Derby 

Brockner 

tt 

5 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

ii 

5 

3 

Dunkirk 

Able 

*- Mourning  Warbler 

it 

10 

1 

Zoar  Valley 

Brownstein,  Schaffner 

ti 

18 

1 

Jamestown  area 

Pillsbury,  Elderkin 

*Yellowthroat 

it 

5 

2 

Dunkirk 

Able 

ti 

8 

1 

Eden 

Bourne 

*'Y.-br.  Chat 

it 

9 

1 

Bird  Rd.,  Moulton  Town- 

Brownstein 

ship,  Ontario 

ii 

10 

1 

Mo  rgan ' s  Point ,  Ont . 

Brownstein,  Schaffner 

it 

11,13 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  £>nt. 

Axtells 

ii 

12 

1 

Lorraine,  Ont. 

Epes 

it 

17 

1 

WTest  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von  Arnims 

it 

18 

1 

Belmont 

Burton 

it 

25 

1 

Yorkshire 

Mrozek,  Able  et  al 

^Hooded  Warbler 

it 

10 

3 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

ii 

16 

3 

near  New  Oregon 

Able 

■^Wilson's  Warbler 

ii 

12 

1 

Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Wendlings 

ti 

14 

1 

Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

it 

31L 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ti 

31L 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

* Canada  Warbler 

it 

4 

2 

Jamestown  to  Onoville 

Pillsbury  et  al 

ii 

9 

1 

Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

*Am.  Redstart 

ii 

5 

1 

Belmont 

Burton 

ii 

5 

2 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

ii 

8 

1-2 

Springbrook 

Danner 

B  obolink 

ii 

3 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

W .  Meadowlark 

it 

19-31 

1 

Rathfon  Point,  Ont. 

Able  et  al 

* Orchard  Oriole 

ti 

8,10 

2,6 

Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

ii 

12 

1 

Mo  rgan ’ s  Point ,  Ont . 

A.  Freitag 

ii 

14 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Rosche 

ii 

25 

4 

Pt. Breeze  (Orleans  Co.) 

Able,  Brownstein  et  al 

ti 

26 

4 

Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Mitchell  et  al 

•-'Baltimore  Oriole 

n 

3,4 

1 

Derby 

Brockner 

ii 

4 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ii 

4 

1 

Belmont 

Burton 

ii 

4 

2 

Langford 

Bourne 

(53) 
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Vol.  29,  No.  6  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con’t) 


Baltimore  Oriole  May 

4 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Wendlings 

h 

4 

5 

Hamburg 

Able 

Scarlet  Tanager 

n 

5 

3 

Springbrook 

Danner 

^■Rcse-br.  Grosbeak 

ii 

4 

4 

Town  of  Charlotte 

Rew 

it 

4 

1 

Jamestown  to  Onoville 

Pillsbury  et 

al 

n 

5 

3 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Dorst 

ii 

5 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

5 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

ii 

5 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A*  Freitag 

it 

5 

1 

Wright  Park,  Dunkirk 

Able 

* Indigo  Bunting 

ii 

9 

4 

Belmont 

Burton 

it 

9 

1-2 

Springbrook 

Danner 

ii 

9 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag,  Rati 

ii 

10 

1 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

Pine  Siskin 

it 

4,11 

6,2 

Ball’s  Gulf,  Arkwright 

Rew 

Grasshopper  Spa. 

ti 

4 

1 

Derby 

Bro ckner 

Henslow’s  Sparrow 

ii 

1 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

Tree  Sparrow 

ti 

4L 

1 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Dorst 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

it 

3 

9 

Tifft  Street,  Buffalo 

Andrle 

ti 

3 

6 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ti 

26L 

1 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Mrozek 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

ii 

25L 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

* Lin coin’s  Sparrow 

it 

5-20 

1-4 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ti 

9 

1 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

it 

11 

1 

Buffalo 

Wendlings  et 

al 

ii 

12 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

18 

1 

Tonawanda  Indian  Res. 

Seeber 

May 

27 

1 

Morgan's  Point,  Ont*.. 

Able 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded: 

Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue: 
Total  for  1963: 


185 

59 

2 44 


Errata  to  1962  Records:  (Vol*  28) 

p,  16  -  Pine  Grosbeak,  Jan  29,  37,  Reeves  Rd.,  Town  of  Evans,  Schaffner  should 
read  Pine  Grosbeak,  Jan.  29,  32,  Reeves  Rd.,  Town  of  Evans,  Schaffner 
p.  29  -  Gr.  Black-b.  Gull,  Feb.  21,  32,  Miller’s  Creek,  Ont.,  Schaffner  should 
read  Gr.  Black-b.  Gull,  Feb.  21,  22,  Miller’s  Creek,  Ont.,  Schaffner 
p,  30  -  Tufted  Titmouse,  Feb,  20,  1,1,  Angola,  Evans,  Schaffner  should  read 
Tufted  Titmouse,  Feb.  20,  1,2,  Angola,  Evans,  Schaffner 
p.  32  -  White-cr.  Sparrow,  Feb.  21,  32,  Vineland  to  Beamsville,  Ont.,  Schaffner 
should  read  White-cr.  Sparrow,  Feb.  21,  36,  Vineland  to  Beamsville,  Ont. 
Schaffner 

p.  43  -  Pine  Grosbeak,  Mar.  8,  6,2,  Kimball,  Kabob,  Schaffner,  Bates,  Buck  should 
read  Pine  Grosbeak,  Mar.  8,  6,2,  Kabob,  Kimball  Stand,  Schaffner,  Bates 
Buck 

p.  72  -  Semi.  Sandpiper,  June  19,  1,  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont.,  Schaffner  should  read 
Semi.  Sandpiper,  June  19.  2,  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont.,  Schaffner 
p.ll6  -  Rufous-s.  Towhee,  Oct.  21L,  1,  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont.,  Schaffner  should 
read  Rufous-s.  Towhee,  Oct.  3 1L>  1,  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont.,  Schaffner 
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Vol.  29,  No*  6 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

Report  of  the  May  Bird  Count 

Date:  May  19,  1963 

Weather  Conditions:  The  day  was  marked  by  extremely  high,  gusty,  west  to 
southwest  winds.  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario  were  rough  with  waves  of  six  to  eight 
feet  reported;  the  water  level  was  high  along  the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 
Temperatures  ranged  from  45  to  65  degrees.  All  types  of  cloud  cover  were  reported 
from  clear  in  the  morning,  to  partly  cloudy  at  mid-day,  to  overcast  in  the  after¬ 
noon.  Light  rain  and  showers  occurred  in  some  sections  late  in  the  day.  All 
observers  stressed  the  wind  as  the  major  weather  factor  hindering  the  location  of 
birds  by  both  sight  and  sound. 

Species  Recorded:  Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  division  numbers  where 
the  species  was  observed  when  it  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  divisions.  An 
asterisk  (*)  preceding  the  name  of  a  species  indicates  the  first  record  for  the 
year.  Underlined  common  names  indicate  that  an  acceptable  detailed  written 
verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario”  (B.O.S.,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been  received  and  placed 
in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Loons  -  Mergansers: 

Common  Loon 
Homed  Grebe 
Pied-billed  Grebe 
Great  Blue  Heron 
Green  Heron 
American  Bittern 
Whistling  Swan 
Canada  Goose 
Mallard 
Black  Duck 
Gadwall 

Vultures  -  Rails: 

Turkey  Vulture 
Sharp- shinned  Hawk 
Cooper1 s  Hawk 
Red-tailed  Hawk 
Red-shouldered  Hawk 
Broad-winged  Hawk 
Marsh  Hawk 
Osprey 

Peregrine  Falcon 
Plovers  -  Terns: 

Semipalmated  Plover 
Killdeer 

^Black-bellied  Plover 
Ruddy  Turnstone 


1(16) 

1(7) 

4(13,23 

40 

56 

14 

5(7,8) 

6(1,11) 

138 

50 

3(8) 


Pintail 

Green-winged  Teal 
*26)  Blue*-winged  Teal 
American  Widgeon 
Wood  Duck 
Greater  Scaup 
Lesser  Scaup 
Common  Goldeneye 
White-winged  Scoter 
Common  Merganser 
Red-breasted  Merganser 


25 

1(21) 

7 

32 

10 

8(8,14) 

9 

2(13,27) 

1(14) 


17 

196 

5(6,8) 

91 


Pigeon  Hawk 
Sparrow  Hawk 
Ruffed  Grouse 
Ring-necked  Pheasant 
Turkey 

Virginia  Rail 
Sora 

Common  Gallinule 
American  Coot 


American  Woodcock 
Common  Snipe 
Upland  Plover 
Spotted  Sandpiper 


9(7) 

4(6,7) 

55 

11(6,8) 

9 

1(7) 

7(14,22) 

K7) 

2(1) 

58 

15 


1(27) 

23 

14 

69 

4(24) 

4(7,14,23) 

1(14) 

9 

9(7) 


19 

16 

17 

115 
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Vol. 

29,  No.  6  -  May  Bird  Count  ( 

con' t) 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

10 

*Sanderling 

2(7) 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

1(20) 

Gr.  Black-backed  Gull 

2(7) 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

2(7,28) 

Herring  Gull 

501 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

2(6,23) 

Ring-billed  Gull 

1740 

White-rump ed  Sandpiper 

6(7,8) 

Bonaparte ' s  Gull 

35 

Least  Sandpiper 

120 

Common  Tern 

1366 

Dunlin 

309 

Black  Tern 

177 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

24 

Doves 

i  -  Swallows: 

Rock  Dove 

167 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

42 

Mourning  Dove 

217 

Downy  Woodpecker 

117 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

12 

Eastern  Kingbird 

231 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

26 

Gr.  Crested  Flycatcher 

76 

Barn  Owl 

4(14) 

Eastern  Phoebe 

106 

Screech  Owl 

3(6) 

-*Yellow-b.  Flycatcher 

6(11,13 

Great  Horned  Owl 

2(1,8) 

Traill's  Flycatcher 

12 

Barred  Owl 

8 

Least  Flycatcher 

109 

Whip-poor-will 

3(6,14) 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

53 

Common  Nighthawk 

2(20) 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

4 

Chimney  Swift 

569 

H.  Lark  (E.a.praticola) 

64 

Ruby-thr.  Hummingbird 

23 

Tree  Swallow 

631 

Belted  Kingfisher 

28 

Bank  Swallow 

1015 

Yellow-s.  Flicker 

323 

Rough-winged  Swallow 

399 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

12 

Barn  Swallow 

1283 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

1(13) 

Cliff  Swallow 

37 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

26 

Purple  Martin 

905 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

16 

Jays 

-  Starling: 

Blue  Jay 

240 

Robin 

2825 

Common  Crow 

649 

Wood  Thrush 

234 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

181 

Hermit  Thrush 

7 

Tufted  Titmouse 

3(14,27) 

Swainson's  Thrush 

36 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

47 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

5 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

1(6) 

Veery 

131 

Brown  Creeper 

6 

Eastern  Bluebird 

24 

House  Wren 

174 

Blue-gray  Gnat catcher 

12 

Winter  Wren 

6 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

2(2) 

Long-billed  Marsh  Wren 

7 

Ruby- crowned  Kinglet 

37 

Mockingbird 

2(14) 

Water  Pipit 

1(16) 

Catbird 

595 

Cedar  Waxwing 

57 

Brown  Thrasher 

59 

Starling 

6936 

Vireos  —  Warblers: 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

15 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

28 

Solitary  Vireo 

7 

Tennessee  Warbler 

34 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

253 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

kid 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

16 

Nashville  Warbler 

32 

WTarbling  Vireo 

74 

Parula  Warbler 

1(16) 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

27 

Yellow  Warbler 

1025 

Golden-winged  Warbler 

17 

Magnolia  Warbler 

138 
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Vol.  29,  No.  6  -  May  Bird  Count  (con't) 


Cape  May  Warbler  5 

Black-thr.  Blue  Warbler  18 

Myrtle  Warbler  91 

Black-thr.  Green  Warbler  6l 

Cerulean  Warbler  16  (6,7) 

Blackburnian  Warbler  18 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler  201 

Bay-breasted  Warbler  28 

Blackpoll  Warbler  3(4,6) 

Palm  Warbler  11 


Ovenbird 

Northern  Waterthrush 
Louisiana  Waterthrush 
Mourning  Warbler 
Yellowthroat 
Yellow-breasted  Chat 
Hooded  Warbler 
Wilson's  Warbler 
Canada  Warbler 
American  Redstart 


House  Sparrow  -  Fringillids: 


House  Sparrow 
Bobolink 

Eastern  Meadowlark 
Western  Meadowlark 

Red-winged  Blackbird 
Orchard  Oriole 
Baltimore  Oriole 
Rusty  Blackbird 
Common  Grackle 
Brown-headed  Cowbird 
Scarlet  Tanager 
Cardinal 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
Indigo  Bunting 
Purple  Finch 


2749 

467 

625 

1(7) 

7072 

9(6,7) 

650 

2(13,14) 

3477 

1233 

165 

114 

186 

235 

74 


Pine  Siskin 
American  Goldfinch 
Rufous-sided  Towhee 
Savannah  Sparrow 
Grasshopper  Sparrow 
Hens low' s  Sparrow 
Vesper  Sparrow 
Slate-colored  Junco 
Chipping  Sparrow 
Field  Sparrow 
White-crowned  Sparrow 
White-throated  Sparrow 
Lincoln's  Sparrow 
Swamp  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 


139 

5 

2(14,25) 

23 

183 

3(8,14,28) 

13(12,13,16) 

19 

65 

191 


9(14,21) 

1369 

215 

140 

11 

18 

85 

30 

432 

154 

68 

71 

13 

80 

1223 


Miscellaneous:  Unidentified  scaup,  9;  unidentified  swallows,  220.  GRAND  TOTAL: 
188  species;  about  48,270  individuals. 


Comments  and  Comparisons:  The  May  1963  Bird  Count  might  be  summed  up  in  one 
word  -  "average".  The  number  of  species  and  individuals  are  neither  high  nor  low; 
there  were  no  remarkable  date  records  or  unexpected  species  reported  although  some 
of  the  records  are  of  more  than  usual  interest,  i.e.,  the  high  numbers  of  Least 
Sandpipers,  Turnstones  and  Dunlin  along  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  for  instance. 
The  territory  coverage  was  good  but  not  complete.  The  day  could  have  been 
considerably  better  for  birding  but  on  the  other  hand  we  have  had  far  worse  days. 
There  was  almost  no  evidence  of  a  migration  flight  on  the  previous  night  and  no 
major  flight  on  any  day  during  the  week  preceding  the  count*  The  results,  which 
are  good,  indicate  that  all  members  who  went  out  put  in  a  long,  hard  day's  work  in 
the  field. 

The  following  comparisons  are  made  with  the  count  records  for  the  most 
recent  ten  years  only,  i.e.  1953-1962. 

Loons  -  Mergansers;  Loons  and  grebes  were  far  below  average  although  the  Homed 
Grebe  has  been  missed  on  two  previous  counts.  Great  Blue  Heron  and  American 
Bittern  appeared  in  lower  numbers  than  usual  but  the  Green  Heron  count  was  our 
second  highest,  68  being  reported  in  1953.  Ducks  were  average  to  slightly  below 
average  with  the  Wood  Duck  the  lowest  in  ten  years  and  the  Ruddy  Duck  absent  for 
only  the  second  time.  The  high  count  was  recorded  for  the  Common  Merganser.  If  the 
high  waves  in  the  Lakes  hadn't  made  it  almost  impossible  to  see  ducks  that  were 
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any  distance  from  shore,  the  counts  for  some  species  undoubtedly  would  have  been 
higher. 

Vultures  -  Rails:  Highest  count  for  Cooper's  Hawk  and  second  highest  for  Red¬ 
tailed  and  Red-shouldered  Hawks.  The  Marsh  Hawk  continues  to  be  low  compared  with 
reports  from  1953  through  195B.  The  Peregrine  Falcon  appears  for  the  second  time 
on  this  Count.  The  Turkey  count  is  the  high  and  represents  the  third  report  for 
this  Count.  Rails  were  below  average  with  the  second  lowest  count  reported  for 
American  Coot. 

Plovers  -  Terns:  High  counts  for  White-rumped  and  Least  Sandpipers;  second  highest 
for  American  Woodcock,  Common  Snipe  and  Dunlin.  The  Ring-billed  Gull  was  far  below 
average . 

Doves  -  Swallows:  Highest  counts  for  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo,  Barn  Owl,  Barred  Owl, 
Chimney  Swift,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  (previous  high,  5), 
Hairy  and  Downy  Woodpeckers.  Lowest  count  for  the  Belted  Kingfisher,  a  drop  of  two 
from  the  previous  low  count  last  year.  Since  this  is  a  fish-eating  species  it 
should  be  watched  carefully  in  connection  with  the  current  controversy  over  the 
effect  of  pesticides  on  all  fish  eaters.  Mourning  Dove,  Great  Crested  Flycatcher 
and  Bank  Swallow  were  below  average. 

Jays  -  Starling:  High  counts  were  reported  for  Winter  WTren,  Robin,  Swainson' s 
Thrush  and  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet.  For  the  fourth  year  the  Eastern  Bluebird  has 
shown  an  increase  in  numbers.  Starlings  continue  with  us  in  goodly  numbers,  the 
current  count  being  the  second  highest  £or  that  species. 

Vireos  -  Warblers:  Almost  everything  was  normal  in  this  large  group  with  only  the 
Blackburnian  Warbler  and  the  Northern  Waterthrush  showing  low  counts.  No  high 
counts  were  recorded  for  any  species  but  the  second  highest  count  was  recorded  for 
the  Philadelphia  Vireo. 

House  Sparrow  -  Fringillids:  High  counts  were  recorded  for  Scarlet  Tanager,  Rose- 
breasted  Grosbeak,  Purple  Finch  and  Lincoln's  Sparrow.  Among  the  sparrows  there 
was  a  low  count  of  Henslow's  and  lower  than  average  counts  of  Savannah,  Grasshopper 
and  Vesper.  The  high  wind  should  probably  be  considered  an  important  factor  here, 
preventing  observers  from  hearing  the  songs  of  field  birds  except  at  close  range 
or  down  wind. 


Sectional  Divisions  and  Observers;  The  following  divisions  are  those 
defined  by  the  map  "Sectional  Divisions  of  the  Territory  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society"  (1956).  The  list  gives  the  number  of  each  division  and 
the  name  of  a  place  in  that  division.  Underlined  names  denote  the  individuals  or 
group  responsible  for  the  coverage  of  each  division.  25  of  the  28  sectional 
divisions  were  covered  by  a  total  of  125  observers. 


1.  Font hill,  Ont. 

2.  Thorold,  Ont. 

3.  Wilson,  N.Y. 

4.  Middleport,  N.Y. 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  N.Y. 

6.  Port  Plait  land,  Ont. 


-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Salisbury 

-  not  covered 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winston  Brockner,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.V. 
Tulinoff 

-  not  covered 

-  Mr.  Edward  L.  Seeber.  Mr.  James  Braunbems,  Miss 
Marjorie  Emerson,  Miss  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  Mr.  Joe 
Grzybowski,  Mrs.  Wilma  Holmes 
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7.  Lowbanks,  Ont. 

8.  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

9^  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 

10.  Akron,  N.Y. 

11.  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

12.  Lancaster,  N.Y. 

13.  Batavia,  N.Y. 

14.  Hamburg,  N.Y. 


15.  Java,  N.Y. 

16.  Angola,  N.Y. 

17.  Cattaraugus,  N.Y. 

18.  Delevan,  N.Y. 


19.  Fillmore,  N.Y. 

20.  Dunkirk,  N.Y. 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  N.Y. 


22.  Sherman,  N.Y. 


23.  Frewsburg,  N.Y. 


24.  Allegany  St.  Park,  N.Y. 

25.  Allegany,  N.Y. 

26.  Cuba  Reservoir,  N.Y. 

27.  Bolivar,  N.Y. 


28.  Alfred,  N.Y. 


-  Mr.  Kenneth  Able.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Able,  Mr.  James 
Braunberns,  Miss  Marjorie  Emerson,  Miss  Mary  Louise 
Emerson 

■*  Mr.  Harold  D„  Mitchell.  Dr*  and  Mrs.  Harold  H.  Axtell, 
Mr.  Phillip  Boo cock,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Epes,  Mr*  and 
Mrs.  George  Letchworth,  Dr.  Howard  Osgood,  Mr.  David 
Thompson,  Dr,  Stuart  Vaughan 

“  Mr.  John  K»  McCormick,  Mr.  Charles  H.  McCormick,  Mr. 
Edwin  A.  Mabbette 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abrams, 

Mr.  Ray  Franz 

-  Dr,  Arthur  Freitag,  Dr.  Henry  Freitag,  Mr.  Bernard 
Nathan,  Miss  Ruth  Percival,  Miss  May  Sarrison,  Miss 
B.K.  SchWenger,  Miss  Marie  Wendling 

-  Miss  Gertrude  G.  Webster.  Mrs.  Fred  Danner,  Mr.  Carl 
Mrozek,  Mrs.  Harry  C.  Schafer,  Miss  Margaret  Wendling, 
Miss  Marie  Wendling,  Mr.  Cyril  Wolfling 

-  Mrs,  Q.L*  Pixley,  Mrs.  Russell  Annabal,  Mr.  Richard 
Beebe,  Mr.  George  Buckland,  Mr.  George  Mahaney,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Max  Mason,  Mr.  Gail  Seaman,  Mr.  David  Thompson 
Mr.  Don  Thureau 

-  Mr.  Thomas  L.  Bourne,  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Avery,  Mrs.  James 
Creighton,  Mrs.  Paul  R.  Guenther,  Mrs.  George  L. 
Hartloff,  Mrs.  Ralph  M.  Harrington,  Mrs.  Bartlett 
Ramsdell,  Mrs.  R.  William  Rochester,  Mrs.  Clark  M. 
Wooley 

-  not  covered 

-  Mr.  Robert  F.  Andrle,  Mr.  Richard  Byron,  Mrs.  Cheryl 
Lindstrom 

-  Miss  Frances  M.  Rew,  Miss  Frances  Rathbun 

-  Miss  Elma  Bowen.  Miss  Mabel  H.  James,  Mrs.  Mabel 
Lehrer,  Miss  Helen  McBride,  Mrs.  Olga  Rosche,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lee  Rote 

-  Mr,  Harold  Freund 

-  Mr,  Richard  Miga,  Dr.  Allen  Benton 

-  Jamestown  Audubon  Society;  Mrs.  Nina  Bates,  Miss  Corl 
Belknap,  Mrs.  Stanley  Buck,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert 
Burgeson,  Mrs.  Warren  Bush,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen 
Findley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alvin  Hoag,  Miss  Florence 
Hollister,  Mrs.  Lorena  Miller,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth 
Swanson,  Mr.  Sideny  Taylor,  Mrs.  Laura  Waterman 

-  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Miss  Corl  Belknap,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gilbert  Burgeson,  Mrs.  Victor  Gastol,  Mrs. 
Russell  Pillsbury 

-  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Miss  Ruth  Ahrens,  Mr.  James 
Baer,  Mr.  Clarence  Beal,  Mrs.  Theodore  Elderkin, 

Miss  Annabelle  Hiller,  Dr.  Lewis  Kibler,  Mrs.  Russell 
Pillsbury 

-  Mr.  Richard  Freitag,  Mr.  Paul  Nevergold 

-  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen  W.  Eaton 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.B.  von  Arnim 

-  Mrs.  Florence  Maddren,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Baker,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carl  Burdick,  Mrs.  Kruger,  Kate  Palmer,  Mr. 

George  Smith  and  family,  Mrs.  Tex  Young 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lou  L.  Burton.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  T.  McClure 
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Vol.  29,  No,  6  -  May  Bird  Count  (con't) 


We  wish  to  thank  all  our  members  and  friends  who  willingly  contributed  their 
time  and  effort  to  this  Count*  -  Frances  M.  Rew,  89  Rutland  Street,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Summer  Symposium 

Aug.  15  -  Fall  Warblers.  Edward  L.  Seeber,  discussion  leader.  Meet  8:00 
P.M.  in  Room  302,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Aug.  18  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Warblers  and  shorebirds.  Meet  7:00  A.M. 
at  Vermont  Street  entrance  to  Peace  Bridge,  Buffalo.  Leader  to  be 
announced  (NOTE:  the  date  has  been  changed  from  the  previously  published 
August  25). 

Aug.  24  -  Jamestown  area.  Joint  trip  with  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  and 

Jamestown  Audubon  Society.  The  morning  and  afternoon  is  to  be  spent 
looking  for  shorebirds;  the  evening  will  be  spent  watching  the  gathering 
of  birds  at  the  Jamestown  Martin  Roost.  Bring  lunch  and/or  supper. 

Meet  8:00  A.M.  at  the  Cleveland  Drive  entrance  to  the  State  Thruway  or 
10:00  A.M.  at  the  County  Court  House  in  Mayville.  Those  wishing  to  join 
the  group  for  the  evening  may  meet  at  the  bird  roost  at  6:00  P.M.  Park 
cars  at  Allen  and  Buffalo  Streets  in  Jamestown  and  walk  up  the  hill  where 
the  birds  come  in.  Leader,  Gertrude  Webster  (TF  3-7768). 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  fifth  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  New  York. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notife  Mrs.  Edward  P.  Cummiskey,  1759  Hertel  Avenue,  Buffalo 

16,  New  York 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde, 

4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  New  York. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  New  York. 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


June  was  mostly  pleasant  and  dry.  The  average  temperature  was  1.9  degrees 
above  normal,  with  readings  of  90  or  above  on  each  of  the  last  four  days. 
Precipitation  was  0.61  inches,  1.93  inches  below  normal. 

The  Acadian  Flycatcher  was  back  again  at  the  usual  Abino  Hills,  Ontario 
locality.  A  pair  of  Mockingbirds  nested  in  Hamburg;  a  female  and  two  male  White- 
throated  Sparrows  were  present  at  Java  Lake  Bog;  and,  most  unusual  of  all,  two 
Kentucky  Warblers  were  seen  together  in  Allegany  State  Park. 

Robert  F.  Andrle,  who  in  recent  years  has  studied  the  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  in 
their  outpost  nesting  station  in  Wainfleet  Bog,  Ontario,  reports  that  commercial 
peat-mining  activities  have  destroyed  nearly  all  of  the  bog  habitat  which  was 
o  riginally  large  enough  to  support  a  number  of  pairs  of  this  species  at  that 
location.  All  that  he  was  able  to  find  this  year  were  one  singing  male  and 
another  individual  that  appeared  to  be  its  mate.  -  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Loon 
D.-cr.  Cormorant 
Common  Egret 
Least  Bittern 
Pintail 


June  5 

June  $ 

June  9 

«  15 

*  15 


1  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

1  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 
1  Eden 

1  Wainfleet  Marsh,  Ont. 


Able 

Able 

Buckland 

Bourne 

Andrle,  Thill 
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Canvasback 

June 

5 

White-w.  Scoter 

June 

3L 

Hooded  Merganser 

i< 

22 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

n 

1,29 

it 

4 

Turkey 

it 

1 

n 

5 

Upland  Plover 

ii 

22 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

it 

9 

Dunlin 

ii 

5L 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

ii 

1 

Whip-poor-will 

it 

6 

it 

29 

Pileated  Woodp. 

it 

9 

Red-b.  Woodpecker 

ii 

9 

Red-h.  Woodpecker 

it 

6,29 

n 

25 

it 

28 

it 

29 

Y.-b.  Flycatcher 

ii 

8L 

Acadian  Flycatcher  M 

5 

O.-s.  Flycatcher 

it 

5L 

Brown  Creeper 

ii 

15 

Winter  Wren 

it 

5 

it 

8 

S.-b.  Marsh  Viren 

it 

9 

it 

9 

it 

15 

Eastern  Bluebird 

ii 

3 

it 

22 

ii 

23 

Bl.-&-wh.  Warbler 

ii 

9 

Blue-w.  Warbler 

ii 

6 

n 

16 

^'■Brewster’s  Warb.”  ” 

7 

Nashville  Warbler 

it 

2 

n 

15 

Cerulean  Warbler 

ti 

7 

* Kentucky  Warbler 

it 

2 

Yellow-br.  Chat 

n 

7 

W.  Meadowlark 

ti 

1-30 

Orchard  Oriole 

"  24-25 

Wh.-thr.  Sparrow 

June 

8 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow  June 

15 

1  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

2  Hamburg  Town  Park 
1  Attica  Center 

1  Belmont 

1  Wellsville 

2  Allegany  State  Park 

3  Allegany  State  Park 

4  Sheldon,  Wyoming  Co. 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

1  Sugar loaf  Point,  Ont. 
1  Allegany  State  Park 
1  near  Wanakah 
1  Hamburg 
1  near  Somerset 
1  near  Somerset 
1  Angelica 
1  Belmont 

1  Silver  Creek 

2  near  Forestville 
2  Belmont 

1  Abino  Hills,  Ont. 

1  Hamburg 
1  Sardinia 

1  Allegany  State  Park 
1-2  Allenberg  Bog 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

2  near  Barker 

1  Wainfleet  Marsh,  Ont. 
1  Batavia 

1  Sheldon,  Wyoming  Co. 

1  Belmont 
1  near  Somerset 
1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 
6  Belmont 

1  Bone  Run  near  Ivory 
1  Derby 

1  Moss  Lake,  Rushford 

1  near  Westfield 

2  Allegany  State  Park 
1  near  Westfield 

1  Town  of  Mar ilia 

1  Forestville 

3  Java  lake  Bog 

2  Wainfleet  Marsh,  Ont. 


Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded: 
Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this 
Total  for  1963: 


Able 

Bourne 

Rosche 

Burton 

Burton 

Rosche  et  al 

Able,  Brownstein  et  al 

Wendlings 

Wendlings,  Webster 
Able 

Rosche  et  al 

Able 

Bourne 

Andrle  et  al 

Andrle  et  al 

Burton 

Burton 

Rosche 

Rew  et  al 

Burton 

Able 

Bourne 

Rew,  Rathbun 

Able,  Brownstein  et  al 

Mitchell 

Buckland 

Andrle  et  al 

Andrle,  Thill 

Buckland 

Wendlings 

Burton 

Andrle  et  al 

A.  Freitag 

Burton 

Roger  Sundell 
Brockner 
Brockner 
Roger  Sundell 
Rosche  et  al 
Roger  Sundell 
Rosche  et  al 
Rosche 

Rosche,  Rew,  Rathbun 
Andrle,  Thill 
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STATISTICIANS'  NOTES 

1.  Western  Meadowlark  reports  from  Rathfon  Point,  Ont.  and  from  Jamison 
and  Two  Rod  Roads,  Town  of  Manilla  will  not  require  verifying  reports 
for  the  remainder  of  1963. 


1963  NESTING  RECORDS 


Abbreviations  Used: 


br  -  brood 

dYO  -  downy  young  out  of  nest 
(h)  -  nest  in  bird  house 
N  -  nests  (contents  unknown) 


NE  -  nest  with  eggs 
N|E-  4  eggs  in  nest 
N4Y-  4  young  in  nest 
YO  -  young  cut  of  nest 


Gt.  Blue  Heron 

1) 

May 

17 

52N 

near  Towns  Corners, 
Town  of  Arkwright, 
Chautauqua  County 

Schober 

Pintail 

1) 

May 

19 

br  6dY0  Wainfleet  Marsh,  Ont. 

(young  about  one-fourth  grown) 

Able 

Wood  Duck 

1) 

June 

15 

br  6dY0 

Moss  Lake,  Rushford 

Rosche  et  al 

2) 

June 

15 

br  5dY0 

Moss  Lake,  Rush ford 

Rosche  et  al 

3) 

June 

15 

br  5dY0 

Moss  Lake,  Rushford 

Rosche  et  al 

4) 

June 

16 

br  lldro 

Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Rosche,  Peters 

5) 

June 

22 

br  2dY0 

Riverside  Marsh, 

Ki ant one 

Rew,  Buck 

6) 

June 

27 

br  lldYO 

Java  Lake 

Mitchell,  Ulrich 

Hooded  Merganser 

1) 

June 

22 

br  7 dYO 

Riverside  Marsh, 

Ki  snt one 

Rew,  Buck 

Red-sh.  Hawk 

1) 

July 

7 

N  YO 

(2Y  in  nest 

Allenberg  Bog  Mitchell  et  al 

,  3Y  cn  ground  below  nest) 

Ruffed  Grouse 

1) 

May 

May 

8 

10 

N8E 

NICE 

near  Franklinville 

Seeber  et  al 

2) 

May 

14 

N12E 

Zoar  Valley 

Andrle  et  al 

3) 

May 

25 

N9E 

Zoar  Valley 

Seeber,  Halliwell 

Turkey 

1) 

June 

1 

br  6Y0 

Allegany  State  Park 

Schweikhards  et  e 

2) 

June 

29 

br  4- *5  YO 

Hcisjrgton  Rd*,  Town 
of  Charlotte 

Rew,  Rathbun  et  s 

American  Coot 

1) 

May 

19 

br  6dY0  Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

(young  about  one-fourth  grown) 

Able 
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Li lldeer 

1) 

June 

2 

N2E 

Lancaster 

Grzybowski 

June 

3 

N3E 

June 

4 

N4E 

2) 

June 

4 

N1E 

Bowmansville 

Grzybowski 

3) 

June 

22 

br  4Y0 

near  Alabama 

Grzybowski 

Amer.  Woodcock 

1) 

Apr. 

2 

N3E 

Langford 

St even sons. 

Liston 

2) 

June 

18 

br  4Y0 

Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

Upland  Plover 

1) 

June 

br  3Y0 

Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

7- 

-18 

Mourning  Dove 

1) 

May 

4 

N2E 

Bowmansville 

Grzybowski 

May 

5 

N1E 

May 

6 

N  empty 

(nest  located  in  White  Pine  about  4 

'  high) 

2) 

May 

19 

N2E 

Somerset 

Brockner 

3) 

May 

30 

N1E 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Amims 

(nest  in 

apple  tree  in  old  orchard  < 

about  12*  high) 

Gt..  Horned  Owl 

1) 

Mar. 

24 

N 

Hershey  Rd.,  Bertie 

Thill 

Township,  Ont. 

2) 

May 

17 

N1Y 

Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et 

al 

Eastern  Kingbird 

1) 

June 

15 

N3E 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Amims 

(nest  in 

outer  branch  of  apple  tree 

about  91  high) 

2) 

June  15 

N2E 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Amims 

(nest  on 

outer  branch  of  apple  about  12'  high) 

Eastern  Phoebe 

1) 

May 

30 

N2Y 

Como  Lk. ,Pk. , Lancaster 

Mrozek 

2) 

May 

30 

N2Y 

Como  Lk.,Pk., Lancaster 

Mrozek 

3) 

May 

30 

N5E 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Arnims 

June 

15 

N5Y 

4) 

May 

30 

N1E2Y 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Amims 

June 

16 

N1E0Y 

5) 

May 

30 

N3Y 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Arnims 

June  16 

N3Y 

6) 

May 

30 

N5E 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Amims 

(nest  later  destroyed) 

7) 

June 

2 

N5Y 

Allegany  State  Park 

Rosche 

8) 

June  16 

NAY 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Amims 

July 

7 

N  empty 

9) 

June 

22 

N4Y 

Middlebury,  Wyo.  Co. 

Rosche 

Tree  Swallow 

1) 

May 

25 

N5E 

Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Mitchell  et 

al 

2) 

May 

30 

N1E  (h) 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Amims 

June  15 

N5E 

July 

7 

N  empty 

3) 

May 

30 

N5E  (h) 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Amims 

June 

15 

N5Y 

July 

7 

N  empty 

4) 

June 

15 

N4E  (h) 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Amims 

5) 

June  16 

br  5Y0 

Belmont 

Burton 

(adults  feeding  young  out  of  nest) 

6) 

June 

16 

N2E  (h) 

Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Rosche 
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Tree  Swallow 

7) 

June 

16 

N4E  (h) 

Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Rosche 

8) 

June 

21 

N3Y 

Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Mitchell 

Bara  Swallow 

1) 

June 

21 

N4Y 

Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Mitchell  et  al 

B la  ck- c . Chi ckade  e 

1) 

May 

25 

N7Y 

Gowanda 

Seeber,  Halliwell 

House  Wren 

1) 

May 

26 

N6E  .. 

Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Mitchell 

2) 

June 

26 

N5S  (h) 

Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Rosche 

3) 

June 

29 

N?Y 

East  Aurora 

Samdahl  rep.  Mitchel 

Mockingbird 

1) 

June 

1 

N4E 

Eden 

Brockner 

June 

16 

N3Y 

(young  ready  to  leave  nest  on  June  16:  banded  by 

S.  Brockner) 

Robin 

1) 

Apr. 

15 

N 

Springbrook 

Danner 

May 

6 

N3Y 

May 

19 

YO  out  of  nest 

(nest  located  in  spruce  tree  about 

20'  high) 

2) 

Apr. 

30 

N 

Springbrook 

Danner 

May 

4 

N1Y 

May 

11 

YO  out  of  nest 

(nest  located  in  elm  tree  about  20 

'  high) 

3) 

May 

4 

N4E 

Bowmansville 

Grzybowski 

May 

5 

N3E1Y 

May 

6 

N2E2Y 

May 

8 

N4Y 

(nest  located  in  White  Pine  about 

4’  high) 

4) 

May 

15 

N2Y 

Fredonia 

Rosche 

5) 

May 

25 

N3Y 

Springbrook 

Danner 

May 

30 

YO  out  of  nest 

(nest  located  in  apple  tree  about 

15*  high) 

6) 

May 

26 

N5E 

Mo  rgan ’ s  F  0 int ,  Ont . 

Mitchell 

7) 

June 

15 

N1E 

Moss  Lake,  Rushford 

Mitchell  et  al 

8) 

June 

15 

N3E 

Moss  Lake,  Rushford 

Rosche  et  al 

Wood  Thrush 

1) 

May 

25 

N4E 

Bowmansville 

Grzybowski  et  al 

June 

7 

N4Y 

(nest  located  in  sumac  about  8'  high) 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1) 

Apr. 

21 

N2E  (h) 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von  Amims 

May 

16 

N5Y 

May 

30 

nest  empty 

2) 

Apr. 

21 

NOE  (h) 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von  Arnims 

May 

16 

N4E 

May 

30 

N4Y 

June 

15 

nest  empty 

3) 

Apr. 

21 

N1E  (h) 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von  Arnims 

May 

16 

N3Y 

4) 

May 

16 

N4E  (h) 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von  Arnims 

May 

30 

N2E 

June 

15 

nest  empty 

(presumably  unsuccessful  nest) 

(65) 
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B . -g . Gnat  cat  cher 

1) 

May- 

24 

N 

Bowman sville 

Grzybowski 

May 

30 

nest  down 

(nest  located  in  willow  about 

20' 

high  above  stream) 

2) 

May 

26 

N 

Taylor  Hollow 

Brownstein,  Able 

Cedar  Waxwing 

1) 

June 

16 

br  5Y0 

Belmont 

Burton 

(adults  feeding  young  fruits 

from  Shad) 

2) 

June 

16 

N3E 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von  Arnims 

Starling 

1) 

May 

30 

N7E  (h) 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von  Arnims 

2) 

June 

15 

N6E  (h) 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von  Arnims 

3) 

June 

15 

N5E  (h) 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von  Arnims 

Yellow  Warbler 

1) 

June 

8 

N1E 

near  Harris  Hill 

Grzybowski 

(nest  in  ] 

hawthorne  about  51  high) 

2) 

June 

15 

N4Y 

Derby 

Brockner 

Ovenbird 

1) 

June 

9 

N5E 

Allegany  State  Park 

Able,  Brownstein 

Mourning  Warbler 

1) 

May 

31 

N5E 

Allegany  State  Park 

Seeber  et  al 

(nest  located  on  ground  next 

to  clump  of  grass) 

Yellowthroat 

1) 

June 

20 

NAE 

Elma 

Mitchell,  Weise 

(plus  one 

cowbird  egg) 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

X) 

June 

7 

N4E 

Lancaster 

Grzybowski 

June 

10 

N3E1Y 

June 

11 

N2E2Y 

Baltimore  Oriole 

1) 

June 

N4Y 

Lancaster 

Mrozek 

8- 

30 

Common  Grackle 

1) 

May 

6 

N2E 

Bowman sville 

Grzybowski 

(plus  one 

cowbird  egg;  nest 

located  in  White  Pine 

about  10’ 

high) 

2) 

May 

6 

N5E 

Bowman sville 

Grzybowski 

(nest  located  in  White  Pine  about 

11 «  high) 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

1) 

May 

6 

IE 

Bowman sville 

Grzybowski 

(in  Common  Grackle  nest) 

2) 

June 

20 

IE 

Elma 

Mitchell,  Weise 

(in  Yellowthroat  nest) 

Cardinal 

1) 

June 

20 

N1E3Y 

Elma 

Mitchell,  Weise 

Chipping  Sparrow 

1) 

May 

6 

N1E 

Bowman sville 

Grzybowski 

May 

8 

N3E 

May 

23 

N5Y 

May 

31 

N2Y 

(nest  in 

cedar  tree  about  5' 

high) 

2) 

May 

23 

N4E 

near  Bowmansville 

Grzybowski,  Mrozek 

June 

2 

N2Y 

(nest  in 

spruce  tree  about  2' 

1  high) 

(to  be  continued) 
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Vol.  29,  No.  7 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

Breeding  Bird  Census  on  the  Lake  Ontario  Plain 


Purpose:  to  determine  the  resident  bird  species  and  their  relative 
abundance  in  a  woodland  on  the  Lake  Ontario  Plain 

Location:  one  mile  northeast  of  Somerset,  New  York,  Somerset  Townshop, 
Niagara  County.  300*  a.s.l. 

Date:  June  9,  1963 


Time:  7:00  to  10:30  A.M. 

Weather:  fair,  clear  to  partly  cloudy,  temperature  65-75  degrees  F., 
wind  southwest  5-20  mph. 


Participants:  Robert  F.  Andrle,  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Richard  A.  Freitag, 

Paul  R.  Nevergold 

Description  of  Study  Area:  approximately  95  acres;  a  woodland  with  the 
main  section  of  about  75  acres,  irregularly  rectangular,  narrower  toward  the  west 
end,  about  1200  yards  long  by  an  average  450  yards  wide;  a  smaller  sction  of 
about  25  acres,  less  irregularly  rectangular,  about  450  yards  long  by  an  average 
315  yards  wide;  the  smaller  portion  is  connected  to  the  main  section  at  the 
latter's  southeast  corner. 


Discussion:  In  general  the  woodland  is  a  maple-beech-hemlock  type,  partially 
mature,  with  areas  of  smaller  trees  along  the  southwest  and  west  sides  and  low 
mixed  woodland  and  thickets  along  the  northwest  border.  Trees  up  to  about  30 
inches  DBH  are  fair3.y  common,  mostly  in  the  more  mature  eastern  part.  Fish  Creek 
flows  from  west  to  east  along  and  in  places  just  within  the  northern  border  with  a 
tributary  flowing  from  south  to  north  roughly  bisecting  the  main  section. 

Hemlocks,  some  rather  large,  are  more  numerous  along  the  stream  banks  and  in  the 
woods  east  of  the  tributary.  Other  tree  genera  present  with  trees  in  varying 
numbers  are  Os try a ,  Betula,  Utmus,  Tilia .  and  Fraxinus .  Linde ra  is  a  common 
understory  shrub  together  with  ferns,  herbaceous  plants  and  many  seedlings  and 
saplings  of  the  dominants  Acer  and  Fagus  as  well  as  of  the  other  species 
mentioned.  The  understory  varies  from  open  to  rather  dense  but  usually  is  fairly 
easy  to  penetrate. 

The  woods  terrain  is  level  to  gently  undulating  except  along  the  streams 
where  the  banks,  in  places  steep,  vary  from  two  to  about  20  feet  in  height. 

Most  of  the  land  is  fairly  well  drained  except  for  three  or  four  elongated  small 
ponds  lying  more  or  less  linearly  in  an  east-west  direction  in  the  southeast  part 
of  the  main  woodland.  Small  areas  north  of  these  ponds  are  low  and  wet,  some 
having  contained  standing  water  earlier  in  the  year.  Most  of  Fish  Creek  and  its 
tributary  contained  comparatively  little  water  on  the  census  day  with  the  flow 
slight  because  the  gradient  here  is  rather  low.  Near  the  western  and  northwestern 
edge  of  the  woods  the  creek  is  wider  and  contains  more  water  with  two  backwaters 
caused  partly  by  surface  configuration  and  slope  but  also  in  part  by  a  man-made 
earth  fill  which  forms  somewhat  of  an  impediment  to  stream  flow.  These  embayments 
are  shrub  and  rush  bordered  with  other  types  of  water  plants  in  the  shallows. 

Some  logging  has  recently  been  carried  out  in  the  extreme  eastern  part  of  the  main 
woods,  the  trunks  and  branches  of  the  felled  trees  in  places  forming  rather  dense 
tangles. 
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Vcl.  29,  No.  7  -  Ontario  Plain  Breeding  Bird  Census  (con’t) 


Following  are  the  38  species  recorded,  arranged  in  order  of  observed 
abundance  with  the  number  of  individuals  of  each  seen  and  heard  during  the  census. 
An  k'FE"  after  a  species  name  indicates  that  it  was  observed  mostly  at  the  forest 
edge,  but  in  some  cases  short  distances  within  the  woods  border.  A  MVn  indicates 
those  species  which  probably  were  visitants  in  the  woodland. 


Red-eyed  Vireo 

30 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

FE 

4 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

19 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

4 

E.  Wood  Pewee 

18 

Downy,  Woodpecker 

3 

Wood  Thrush 

16 

House  Wren 

FE 

3 

Indigo  Bunting 

FE 

12 

Blue  Jay 

2 

American  Redstart 

10 

Canada  Warbler 

2 

Starling 

10 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

1 

Ovenbird 

9 

Mourning  Warbler 

1 

Gr.  Crested  Flycatcher 

9 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

1 

Scarlet  Tanager 

9 

Ruffed  Grouse 

1 

Cedar  Waxwing 

V? 

9 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

1 

Common  Grackle 

V? 

9 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

1 

Song  Sparrow 

FE 

8 

Robin 

1 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

FE 

7 

Brown  Thrasher 

FE 

1 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

FE 

7 

American  Goldfinch 

FE 

1 

Cardinal 

FE 

6 

Ruby-thr.  Hummingbird 

FE 

1 

Yellow-shafted  Flicker 

4 

Mourning  Dove 

1 

Catbird 

FE 

4 

American  Woodcock 

1 

Baltimore  Oriole 

FE 

4 

Common  Crow 

V 

1 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  the  apparent  absence  of  Veerys.  Black-capped 
Chickadees  were  surprisingly  numerous  and  the  Black-and-white  Warbler  and  Ruffed 
Grouse  were  unexpected.  The  average  density  per  acre  of  observed  individuals 
was  2.3,  and  it  is  also  interesting  that  about  37$  of  all  the  birds  recorded  were 
of  the  four  most  common  interior  forest  species.  -  Robert  F.  Andrle,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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Yol.  29,  No.  7 


PROGRAM  MEETINGS 


Summer  Symposium 


Aug.  15  -  Fall  Warblers.  Edward  L.  Seeber,  discussion  leader.  Meet  8:00 
P.M.  in  Room  302,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Aug.  18  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Warblers  and  shorebirds.  Meet  7:00  A.M. 

at  Vermont  Street  entrance  to  Peace  Bridge.  Leader,  Richard  Freitag. 

Aug.  24  -  Jamestown  area.  Joint  trip  with  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  and 

Jamestown  Audubon  Society.  The  morning  and  afternoon  is  to  be  spent 
looking  for  shorebirds;  the  evening  will  be  spent  watching  the  gathering 
of  birds  at  the  Jamestown  Martin  Roost.  Bring  lunch  and/or  supper. 

Meet  8:00  A.M.  at  the  Cleveland  Drive  entrance  to  the  State  Thruway  or 
10:00  A.M.  at  the  County  Court  House  in  Mayville.  Those  wishing  to  join 
the  group  for  the  evening  may  meet  at  the  bird  roost  at  6:00  P.M.  Park 
cars  at  Allen  and  Buffalo  Streets  in  Jamestown  and  walk  up  the  hill  where 
the  birds  come  in.  Leader,  Gertrude  Webster  (TF  3-7768). 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  fifth  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road, 

Lewiston,  New  York 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 
EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo  15,  New  York 
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AUG  3  -  1963 

Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

Although  July  temperatures  averaged  out  about  normal,  there  were  record- 
breaking  extremes  varying  from  the  93  degree  heat  of  the  1st  to  the  record  lows 
of  47 ,  47,  and  49  on  the  6th,  9th,  and  31st.  Rainfall,  6*43  inches,  was  3.36 
inches  above  normal  and  was  the  second  highest  of  record  for  July;  yet  there  were 
fewer  than  half  the  normal  number  of  rainy  days.  Three  of  the  four  storms  each 
produced  an  inch  or  more  of  rain,  the  one  on  the  29th  having  3.33  inches. 

July  was  characterized  by  notably  more  than  the  usual  numbers  of  Lesser 
Yellowlegs,  Short-billed  Dowitchers,  and  Stilt  Sandpipers.  The  largest  number 
of  the  last-named  species,  however,  were  at  Grant  Point,  Ontario,  whose 
s ho rebirds  have  not  been  included  in  our  records  previous  to  last  year.  What 
appeared  to  be  a  migration  of  Common  Nighthawks  flying  southeastward  on  July  12 
is  so  early  as  to  be  enigmatic.  Mockingbird  reports  from  four  separate 
localities  indicate  the  continuing  presence  of  a  small  population  of  this  species 
in  our  area  even  after  the  killing  weather  of  last  winter.  Inasmuch  as 
observers  have  not  been  able  to  find  Short-eared  Owls  at  Wainfleet  Bog,  Ontario 
this  nesting  season,  it  is  good  to  hear  that  two  were  seen  at  the  other  long-time 
traditional  summer  station  for  this  species,  namely  Grand  Island. 

Recently  it  has  become  the  practice  to  publish  all  Eastern  Bluebird  reports 
in  the  Noteworthy  Records.  Many  members,  however,  have  been  irregular  in  sending 
t hear  records  to  the  B.O.S.  compiler,  with  the  result  that,  as  in  this  issue,  the 
trend  of  the  bluebird  population  is  not  always  well  represented  by  our  published 
records.  -  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
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i ol.  29 ,  No.  8  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con’t) 

;ew  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario”  (B.O.S.,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been 
::  eceived  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Egret 

July 

29 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

t;  -or  Night  Heron 

u 

4 

1 

Amherst 

W.  McKale 

Green-w.  Teal 

11 

20 

1 

Iiockhcuse  Point,  Ont 

•  • 

Able,  Schaffner,  .Hawes 

1  urkey  Vuit- ure 

11 

31 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

R.  Axtell 

Cooper's  Hawk 

11 

11 

1 

Eden 

Bourne 

Brcad-w..  Hawk 

11 

4 

1 

Cassadaga  Bog 

Rew 

T  urkey 

ti 

20 

4 

North  Collins 

Bourne 

Semite  Plover 

ti 

20F 

2 

Canadian  Shore  Lake 

Erie 

Able,  Schaffner,  Hawes 

Buddy  Turnstone 

11 

25 

1 

Rose  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Clark,  Mrozek 

Common  Snipe 

it 

20 

1 

Waverly  Beach,  Ont. 

Able,  Schaffner 

Whimbrel 

11 

26F 

1 

Pt.Colborne  Harbor, 

Ont. 

Axtells 

Upland  Plover 

n 

7 

1 

12 

South  Dayton 

Webster 

Solitary  Sand. 

n 

14F 

1 

near  Attica  Center 

Rosche 

11 

22,30 

1,2 

Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

ti 

25 

Ft.  Erie  to  Crystal 

Able,  Clark,  Mrozek 

Beach,  Ont. 

*Willet 

12 

1 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont 

'  • 

Able 

July 

20 

1 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Able,  Schaffner,  Hawes 

Gr.  Yellowlegs 

July 

15F 

1 

Langford 

Bourne 

Knot 

July 

26F 

1 

Grant  Point,  Ont . 

Axtells 

Pectoral  Sand. 

July 

13F 

4 

Canadian  Shore  Lake 

Erie 

Able 

Least  Sand. 

«  hf,i2 

2,3 

Athol  Springs 

Able 

S.-b.  Dowitcher 

H 

13F 

1 

Grant  Point,  Ont, 

Able 

II 

27 

40 

Canadian  Shore  Lake 

Erie 

Axtells  et  al 

*-Stilt  Sandpiper 

II 

13 

O 

J 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Able 

II 

22,30 

1 

Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

It 

26,27  20,25 

Canadian  Shore  Lake 

Erie 

Axtells  et  al 

Semi.  Sandpiper 

II 

10,11 

1 

Athol  Springs 

Able 

--Western  Sand. 

It 

20 

r\ 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Schaffner,  Hawes 

II 

26 

_L 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Sanderling 

II 

25 

40 

Ft.  Erie  to  Crystal 

Able,  Clark,  Mrozek 

Beach,  Ont. 

Caspian  Tern 

tl 

20 

1 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Schaffner,  Hawes 

II 

27 

3 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Axtells  et  al 

Black  Tern 

It 

9 

0 

Langford 

A.  McKale,  O’Shaunessy 

Barn  Owl 

II 

4 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

Short-e.  Owl 

II 

22 

2 

Grand  Island 

Nutting 

Common  Nighthawk 

tl 

12 

13 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

Axtells 

(on 

,0  flock 

;  probably  migrating  individuals) 

Red-h.  Woodpecker 

July 

10 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Andrle 

11 

18,30 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

T  ufted  Titmouse 

11 

17 

1 

Allegany  State  Park 

Brockner 

S.-b.  Marsh  Wren 

it 

7 

2 

South  Dayton 

Webster,  Maciejewski  et  al 

M  0  ckingbird 

11 

6 

1 

Batavia 

Buckland 

it 

9 

1 

Eden 

Bourne 

11 

15A9 

1 

Bro  cton 

Rew,  Buck,  Rathbun 

11 

27 

1 

Derby 

Brockner 

Hermit  Thrush 

ti 

17 

12 

Allegany  State  Park 

Brockner 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

11 

17 

16 

Allegany  State  Park 

Bro  clone  r 

it 

27,28 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont, 

» 

Axtells 

Eastern  Bluebird 

it 

17,29 

4,1 

Belmont 

Burton 

11 

20 

1 

Langford 

Bourne 
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Vol.  29,  No.  8 


Noteworthy  Records  (con't) 


Yellow-br.  Chat  July  18  1  Scio 

W  c  Meadowlark  "  25  1  Town  of  Marilla 

(see  note:  Vol.  29,  p.  63) 


Burton 

Webster 


Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded:  245 

additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue: 

Total  for  19b3:  248 


Errata  to  19  63  Records:  (Vol *  29 ) 

p.  49  -  Insert  "Horned  Grebe"  before  May  27  record  now  appearing  under  "Red¬ 
necked  Grebe" 

p.  50  -  Purple  Gallinule.  May  7-31,  1,  Audubon  Refuge,  Java,  Peters,  Rosche 

et  al  should  read  Purple  Gallinule »  May  7-17,  1,  Audubon  Refuge,  Java, 
Peters,  Rosche  et  al 

p.  53  -  Orchard  Oriole,  May  25,  4,  Pt.  Breeze  (Orleans  Co.),  Able,  Brownstein 
et  al  should  read  Orchard  Oriole,  May  25,  4,  Pt.  Breeze  (Orleans  Co;), 
Able,  Brownstein  et  al 


Errata  to  Volume  28 

p.  48  -  "THE-  MONTH"  -  paragraph  2,  lines  3  end  4:  The  record  of  the  Hudsonian 
Godwit  at  Wolcott sville  Sinks  is  the  second  spring  records  for  the 
Niagara  Frontier  Region  (see  The  Prothonotary ,  Vol.  1,  p.  3). 
p.  91  -  Table:  The  single  Piping  Plover  reported  during  the  first  fifteen 

years  of  the  Shorebird  Count  occurred  in  the  early  September  series 
rather  than  the  Late  August  series  as  indicated. 
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Vol.  29,  No.  8 


1963  NESTING  RECORDS 


Abbreviations  Used: 


br  -  brood 

dYO  -  downy  young  out  of  nest 
(h)  -  nest  in  bird  house 
N  -  nest  (contents  unknown) 


NE  -  nest  with  eggs 
N4E  -  4  eggs  in  nest 
N4Y  -  4  young  in  nest 
YO  -  young  out  of  nest 


Mallard 

1) 

July  15 

br  7Y0 

Langford 

Bourne 

2) 

July  31 

br  9Y0 

Eden 

Bourne 

Wood  Duck 

7) 

July 

6 

br  5dY0 

Eden 

Bourne 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

1) 

July  10, 

2Y0 

2  mi.  northwest  of 

Andrle  et  al 

17,31 

Wethersfield  Springs 

(one  adult 

seen  July  10) 

Ruffed  Grouse 

4) 

May 

11 

N10E 

Alexander  Preserve, 

Bacons  et  al 

Zoar  Valley 

Barn  Owl 

1) 

May 

19 

N3Y 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

(young  dead  in  nest;  adults  believed  to  have 

been  shot) 

2) 

May 

19 

N2Y 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

(young  left  nest  by  July  5-  earlier  than  in  1962) 

R.-thr. Hummingbird  1) 

July 

7 

N2Y 

Langford 

McKales 

July 

13 

N  empty 

(nest  in  a 

maple  sapling  about 

14  feet  high 

in  woodland) 

Red-b.  Woodpecker 

1) 

July 

1Y0 

Batavia 

Buckland 

(with  2  adults  at  feeding  tray) 

Eastern  Phoebe 

10) 

June 

22 

N5E 

Rush ford  Lake 

Bacons  et  al 

ID 

June 

22 

N4E 

Rushford  Lake 

Bacons  et  al 

Tree  Swallow 

9) 

June 

22 

N3Y  (h) 

near  East  Concord 

Bacons 

Catbird 

1) 

June 

14 

N5Y 

Hamburg 

Bacons 

Robin 

9) 

June 

22 

N3Y 

Rushford  Lake 

Bacons  et  al 

10) 

July 

7 

N3Y 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von  Arnim? 

Hermit  Thrush 

1) 

May 

31 

N3E 

near  Allegany  (village)  Wendlings 

(plus  one 

cowbird  egg) 

2) 

June 

1 

N4E 

Allegany  State  Park 

Bacons  et  al 

Eastern  Bluebird 

5) 

June 

7 

N5Y  (h) 

near  East  Concord 

Bacons 

(73) 
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Eastern  Bluebird 

6) 

June 

15 

N3E  (h) 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Arnims 

July 

7 

N4Y 

July 

9 

young  dead 

7) 

July 

7 

N4E 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Amims 

Aug. 

3 

N3Y 

Chest, -s.  Warbler  1) 

May 

31 

N3E 

near  Allegany  • 

Wendlings 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

2) 

July 

7 

N4Y 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Arnims 

3) 

July 

7 

N4Y 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Amims 

4) 

July  16 

N2Y 

Stockton 

Rew,  Buck 

B  r own-h .  Cowbi rd 

3) 

May 

31 

IE 

near  Allegany 

Wendlings 

(in  Hermit 

Thrush  nest) 

4) 

July 

6 

IE 

Lyndonville 

W.A.  Smith 

(in  Indigo  Bunting  nest) 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak  1) 

May 

25 

N4E 

Taylor  Hollow 

Wendlings 

Indigo  Bunting 

1) 

July 

6 

N3E 

Lyndonville 

W.A.  Smith 

(nest  in  berry  patch) 

Slate-c.  Junco 

1) 

May 

17 

N5E 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bacons  et  al 

May 

30 

N2E3Y 

2) 

July  14 

N4Y 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Andrles 

Chipping  Sparrow 

3) 

May 

31 

N3E 

near  Allegany 

Wendlings 

4) 

June 

15 

N4Y 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Amims 

5) 

June 

16 

N4E 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Arnims 

6) 

June 

20 

N2Y 

Hamburg 

Bacons 

Field  Sparrow 

1) 

June 

2 

N3E 

Derby 

Brockner 

2) 

July 

7 

N3E 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Arnims 

3) 

Aug. 

4 

N3E 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Arnims 

4) 

Aug. 

4 

N3Y 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Arnims 

3) 

Aug. 

4 

N3Y 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Arnims 

Song  Sparrow 

1) 

May 

5 

N  building  Hamburg 

Creighton 

May 

8 

NIE 

May 

9 

N2E 

May 

10 

N4E 

May 

11 

N5E 

May 

13 

N6E 

May 

24 

N5E1Y 

May 

25 

N3E3Y 

May 

28 

N4-5Y 

May 

29 

N  empty  and  tilted  -  cat? 

(nest  located  in  rose  breir  hedge  about  2g’  high) 

2) 

May 

26 

N4E 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Mrozek  et  al 

3) 

July 

7 

N4Y 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Amims 

4) 

Aug. 

4 

N3Y 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von 

Arnims 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated.,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  at  8:00 
P  di  from  September  through  June  inclusive. 

Sept.  11  -  Report  of  the  Shore  Bird  Count  by  Kenneth  P.  Able.  Summer 

experiences  of  members.  Report  on  their  trip  to  several  western 
sanctuaries  by  Alice  and  Ed  Ulrich 

Sept.  25  -  "A  Trip  to  Hawaii”  -  story  and  pictures  by  Harriette  and  Walter 
Kiabunde.  First  in  a  series  of  discussions  to  be  held  this  year 
on  the  identification  of  confusing  species  -  Forster’s  Common, 

Arctic  and  Roseate  Terns  by  Harold  Mitchell. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Sept.  8  -  Joint  trip  with  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  to  the  Canadian  Shore  of 
Lake  Erie.  Meet  7:00  A.M.  at  Vermont  Street  entrance  to  Peace  Bridge, 
Buffalo.  Marie  and  Margaret  Wendling,  leaders  (NF  2-6625). 

Sept.  20-22  -  Hawk  watch  at  Port  Stanley,  Ontario.  Edward  L.  Seeber,  leader 
(TT  5-2058).  The  party  will  leave  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  Sept. 

20.  Consult  the  leader  early  so  that  accomodations  can  be  reserved. 

Sept.  29  -  Port  Weller  and  Grimsby  Beach,  Ontario  for  haw^ks  and  jaegers.  Kenneth 

Able,  leader  (NA  7-5<A36) .  Meet  7:00  A.M.  at  the  Vermont  Street  entrance 
to  the  Peace  Bridge,  Buffalo. 

Sept.  28-29  -  Fall  weekend  at  Pymatuning,  Pennsylvania.  For  details  call  Winston 
Brockner  (XH  7-4758). 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  fifth  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter  Kiabunde,  4923  Creek  Road, 

Lewiston,  New  York 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York  14215 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


This  was  the  coldest  (4.1  degrees  below  normal),  and  second  wettest 
(rainfall  5  inches  above  normal)  August  on  record.  Only  eight  days  averaged 
normal  or  above  in  temperature.  In  five  hours  on  the  7th  the  second  heaviest  rain 
in  Buffalo’s  history  produced  3. SB  inches  of  water  and  record  flood  damage 
estimated  at  $>35,000,000.  On  the  13th  another  heavy  rainfall  of  2.23  inches  was 
less  destructive.  On  the  21st  Buffalo  and  vicinity  began  to  experience  the  worst 
misquito  outbreak  in  many  years. 

The  high  water  on  most  inland  shores  had  an  adverse  effect  on  the 
shorebirding  in  those  localities.  On  Lake  Erie,  however,  the  water  level  was 
exceptionally  low  and  the  decaying  algae  more  abundant  than  ever,  with  good 
shorebirding  as  a  result.  Circumstances  suggest  that  an  Acadian  Flycatcher  which 
was  collected  in  a  locality  new  in  our  records  for  this  species  was  one  of  a  pair 
that  may  have  been  on  nesting  territory  there. 

Observations  at  Rose  Hill  Road  in  Ontario  revealed  several  special 
migration  movements  during  the  month.  On  the  4th  the  swallow  and  gull  migrations 
were  especially  notable.  The  2600  Bank  Swallows  actually  counted  are  believed  to 
represent  but  a  fraction  of  the  thousands  that  undoubtedly  passed.  On  the  same 
day  an  almost  unbroken  stream  of  gulls,  numbering  many  thousands,  flew  westward 
along  the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  nearly  all  day.  The  wind  was  WNW, 
averaging  about  16  rn.p.h.,  strongest  of  the  month.  Upland  Plover  were  observed 
daily  until  the  departure  of  many  of  them  on  the  13th  when  at  least  fourteen  - 
and  possibly  several  times  this  number  -  flew  high  over  Rose  Hill  Road  in  a  S  to 
SE  direction.  Apparently  very  few  remained  after  this  date.  On  the  31st  there  was 
a  small  migration  of  hawks  moving  eastward  and  of  Golden  Plover  moving  westward. 
This  day  had  the  strongest  northwesterly  wind  (averaging  11.7  rn.p.h.)  since  the 
14th.  Between  the  21st  and  27th  many  of  the  usual  seasonal  avian  phenomena  were 
noticeable,  among  which  were  the  rather  sudden  departure  of  most  of  the  Yellow 
Warblers  and  Traill’s  Flycatchers,  the  peak  of  the  peak  of  the  conspicuousness  of 
migrating  Bobolinks,  and  a  considerable  increase  in  the  tempo  of  the  warbler 
migration.  Purple  Finches  began  to  appear  on  the  22nd,  occurring  regularly  though 
sparingly  thereafter.  -  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New 
York. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Loon 

Aug. 

3  IF 

1 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd., 

Ont. 

Axtells 

Common  Egret 

it 

17 

1 

Wellsville 

Burton 

B.-cr. Night  Heron 

it 

4 

1 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd., 

Ont. 

Axtells 

n 

27 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

Pintail 

it 

16 

1 

Port  Colbome,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Booth 

Green-w.  Tsai 

it 

3F 

4 

North  Cuba  Marsh 

Rosche,  von  Arnims 

American  Widgeon 

it 

2 

1 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Able 

Shoveler 

11 

30F 

1 

Eden 

Bourne 

tt 

31 

2 

Mayville 

Rew 

Greater  Scaup 

11 

2,9 

1,2 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Able  et  al 

Lessor  Scaup 

11 

16 

1 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Booth 

Common  Goldeneye 

11 

16 

2 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Booth 

Old squaw 

Aug. 

16 

1 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Booth 

Hooded  Merganser 

Aug. 

2 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Able,  Filor 

it 

20 

1 

Langford  area 

Bourne 

Common  Merganser 

tt 

7 

1 

Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

Red-br.  Merganser 

it 

9 

1 

Bay  View 

Bourne 

it 

16 

1 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Booth 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

ti 

31 

1 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd., 

Ont. 

Axtells 

11 

31 

1 

Jamestown  bird  roost 

Rew 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

11 

27 

1 

Jamestown  bird  roost 

Mitchell,  Beal 

it 

31 

over  West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von  Arnims 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

tt 

31 

12 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd., 

Ont. 

Axtells 

Red-sh.  Hawk 

it 

24 

2 

Jamestown  bird  roost 

Rosche  et  al 

11 

31 

1 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd., 

Ont. 

Axtells 

Broad-w.  Hawk 

11 

9,31 

1,6 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd., 

Ont. 

Axtells 

11 

18 

1 

Langford 

Brockner 

it 

31 

1 

Jamestown  bird  roost 

Rew 

Marsh  Hawk 

11 

31 

5 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd., 

Ont. 

Axtells 

T  urkey 

11 

31 

26 

Town  of  Portville 

Rosche,  von  Arnims 

Am.  Golden  Plover 

11 

16F 

25 

near  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Booth  et  al 

11 

16F 

4 

near  Dunnville,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Booth 

ti 

18 

3 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

R.  Freitag  et  al 

11 

20 

1 

Langford  area 

Bourne 

tt 

31 

90 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd., 

Ont. 

Axtells 

Black-b.  Plover 

ti 

9F 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Able 

ti 

16 

16 

Canadian  Shore  Lake 

Erie 

Able 

Whimbrel 

11 

5 

1 

Derby 

Bourne 

it 

16 

1 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Booth,  Able 

Upland  Plover 

11 

18 

14 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd., 

Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

31 

1 

Derby 

Brockner 

Solitary  Sand. 

11 

23 

3 

Port  Colbome,  Ont. 

Able 

Willet 

11 

1 

1 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Knot 

11 

16 

3 

Canadian  Shore  Lake 

Erie 

Able 

(77) 
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Vol.  29,  No.  9  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con't) 


Wh.-r.  Sandpiper 

Aug. 

9 

2  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Baird's  Sandpiper 

it 

2 

1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Bourne 

ti 

8 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

A.  Freitag,  Ulrich 

it 

17 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

n 

24 

1  Prendergast  Point 

Rew 

rt 

25 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Able 

S.-b.  Dowitcher 

it 

2,9  , 

23,13  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Able 

ii 

16,25  . 

30,76  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Able 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

it 

2,9  : 

26,16  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Able 

ti 

16 

20  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Able 

Western  Sandpiper 

ii 

2 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Bourne 

it 

16 

1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Bourne 

Wilson's  Phalarope  " 

16 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Able,  Andrle,  Booth 

ii 

21 

1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Axtells 

*No ,  Phalaroroe 

it 

16 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Booth,  Able 

Gr.  Black-b.  Gull 

ii 

4 

1  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

(apparently  migrating) 

Aug. 

16 

2  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Booth 

Caspian  Tern 

ii 

2,9 

3  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Able 

(two  adults  feeding  one  bird  in  juvenile  plumage) 

Aug. 

16 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Booth 

it 

18 

2  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

R.  Freitag  et  al 

W hip-poor-will 

it 

6,18 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Common  Nighthawk 

n 

15 

12  over  Williams ville 

Mitchell 

Red-h.  Woodpecker 

ii 

5 

2  Derby 

Bourne 

ii 

11 

1  Belmont 

Burton 

Y.-b.  Flycatcher 

it 

27F 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Acadian  Flycatcher  " 

7 

1  Hitchcock  Rd.,  Town  of 

Schaffner,  Clark,  Able 

Mina,  Chaut.  Co. 

(collected;  specimen  now  in  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science) 

0 . -s .  Flycatcher 

Aug . 

21F 

1  Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Bank  Swallow 

it 

4 

2600  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Purple  Martin 

it 

27  3GG00  Jamestown  bird  roost 

Mitchell,  Beal 

Tufted  Titmouse 

it 

> 

1  Derby 

Bourne 

S.-b.  Marsh  Wren 

ii 

3 

1  North  Cuba  Marsh 

Rosche,  von  Arnims 

Swainson's  Thrush 

ii 

18-22 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Bl.-gr. Gnat catcher  " 

14F 

5  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Freitags 

ii 

16,25 

4,6  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Able 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

Aug. 

25 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Able 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

Aug. 

16 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ii 

31 

1  Town  of  Charlotte 

Rew 

Starling 

ti 

27  15000  Jamestown  bird  roost 

Mitchell,  Beal 

Solitary  Vireo 

ii 

29F 

1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

Bl.-&-wh.  Warbler 

ti 

14F 

3  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Freitags 

ii 

16 

1  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Able 

Tenn.  Warbler 

it 

24F 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Nashville  Warbler 

ii 

14F 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Freitags 

it 

25 

2  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

Magnolia  Warbler 

it 

25F 

2  Buffalo 

A,  Freitag 

it 

25F 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Able 

Myrtle  Warbler 

ti 

14F 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Freitag 

it 

16 

9  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Able 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

it 

14F 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Freitags 

it 

17 

2  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

No.  Waterthrush 

ti 

14F 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Freitags 
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V)l.  29,  No.  9  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con’t) 


La.  Waterthrush 
Mourning  Warbler 
Canada  Warbler 
Common  Crackle 
Grasshopper  Spa. 


Aug. 17,20  1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

11  24F  1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

"  14F  2  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

n  27  5000  Jamestown  bird  roost 

"  16  1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 


Axtells 
Axtells 
Freitags 
Mitchell,  Beal 
Axtells 


Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded:  248 

Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  _ 1 

Total  for  1963:  249 


1963  NESTING  RECORDS 


Abbreviations  Used: 


br  -  brood 

dIO  -  downy  young  out  of  nest 
(h)  -  nest  in  bird  house 

N  -  nest  (contents  unknown) 

NS  -  nest  with  eggs 

N4E  -  4  eggs  in  nest 

N4Y  -  4  young  in  nest 

YO  -  young  out  of  nest 

Blue-w.  Teal 

1)  Aug.  6 

br  9Y0 

Eden 

Bourne 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

1)  Aug.  3 
Aug.  14 

2Y0 

1Y0 

2  mi.  northwest  of 
Wethersfield  Springs 

Andrle 

Ruffed  Grouse 

5)  May  19 

N9E 

Pelham  Township,  Ont, 

Klabundes 

Barn  Owl 

3)  July 

N5Y1E 

near  Indian  Falls 

Ulrichs  et  al 

(79) 
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Yol.  29,  No.  9 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

Report  of  the  Seventeenth  Annual  Shoreblrd  Count 

Date:  July  21,  1963 

Weather  Conditions:  The  day  preceding  the  count  witnessed  a  solar  eclipse 
and  accompanying  weather  turbulence  in  the  form  of  a  frontal  system  which  crossed 
the  Canadian  shore  between  9-10:00  A.M.  The  front  produced  local  high  wind  and 
thundershowers.  By  noon  of  the  20th  it  was  again  clear  and  hot  as  it  was  on  count 
day.  The  winds  were  southwesterly  and  light.  As  is  typical,  there  was 
noticeable  movement  of  shorebirds  in  connection  with  such  weather  changes  as 
occurred  on  July  20,  and  there  was  considerable  change  from  July  20  to  21.  Also, 
many  birds  were  noted  migrating  during  the  count. 

Species  Recorded:  Underlined  common  names  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
N ew  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.3.,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S.  For  a  brief  description 
of  the  territories  see  The  Prothonotary ,  Vol.  19,  p*  66. 


Territory  Number 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5  : 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Totals 

Semipaimated  Plover 

1 

2 

1 

9 

1 

14 

Killdeer 

96 

34 

54 

24 

37 

28 

31 

4 

28 

62 

398 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

1 

1 

Common  Snipe 

1 

1 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

152 

58 

53 

75 

53 

120 

69 

133 

122 

37 

872 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

2 

1 

3 

6 

Willet 

1 

1 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

6 

3 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

17 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

137 

49 

116 

96 

73 

115 

261 

85 

50 

11 

993 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

17 

18 

9 

14 

48 

9 

20 

2 

26 

163 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

1 

1 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

1 

1 

2 

Least  Sandpiper 

191 

28 

28 

20 

3 

27 

40 

21 

10 

368 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

2 

1 

2 

5 

1 

1 

3 

1 

16 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

425  326 

130 

74 

25 

295 

181 

73 

76 

25 

1630 

Western  Sandpiper 

1 

2 

3 

S  anderling 

3 

21 

19 

17 

10 

70 

Wilson’s  Phalarope 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

1031  539 

404 

327 

241 

610 

625 

322 

306 

157 

4562 

Miscellaneous:  Unidentified  yellowlegs,  50;  unidentified  "peeps",  304; 
unidentified  sandpipers,  2.  GRAND  TOTAL,  19  species;  4918  individuals. 

Comments  and  Comparisons.:  This  second  in  Series  IV  (Post  mid-July)  of  the 
Annual  Shorebird  Count  was  a  successful  one  in  terms  of  coverage  and  results. 
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All  territories  were  walked  for  the  first  time  in  several  years.  A  record  4918 
individuals  were  recorded,  this  exceeding  last  year’s  count  by  395  birds.  Total 
species  also  exceeded  19b2's  seventeen.  Record  numbers  of  Spotted  Sandpipers, 
Greater  Yellowlegs,  Lesser  Yellowlegs  and  Pectoral  Sandpipers  were  found.  The 
enormous  numbers  of  yellowlegs,  especially  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  were  probably  the 
most  important  innovation  of  the  count.  Lesser  Yellowlegs  numbers  were  over  four 
times  those  of  last  year,  and  over  ten  times  the  mean  number  for  the  entire  count 
p  ro ject . 

Several  birds  which  are  unusual  with  respect  to  date,  habitat  or  status  in 
the  area  were  found.  Baird’s  and  White-rumped  Sandpipers  were  earlier  than  usual. 
The  Willet ,  new  for  this  series,  was  also  early.  The  Common  Snipe,  recorded  in 
two  previous  series  (early  August,  early  September),  was  found  on  the  shore  again 
this  year.  Apparently  this  species  migrates  early,  if  only  from  nearby  breeding 
areas,  and  occasionally  uses  the  shore  as  a  resting  place.  This  individual  was 
first  flushed  from  shoreline  vegetation  after  which  it  fed  on  a  small  rocky  point 
near  Waverly  Beach  unobscured  by  any  cover*  The  most  unusual  bird  was  the  Wilson’s 
Phalarope  found  late  in  the  afternoon  at  Yacht  Harbor  by  the  Axtells.  This  species 
is  an  addition  to  the  list  for  the  entire  shorebird  count  and  brings  its  total  to 
31  species.  It  is  also  the  first  representative  of  the  phalarope  family  to  make  its 
appearance. 

Short-billed  Dowitchers,  Stilt  Sandpipers  and  Sanderlings  were  found  in 
somewhat  smaller  numbers  than  last  year.  A  more  accurate  picture  of  the  numbers 
of  the  former  two  species  may  have  been  realized  if  our  coverage  of  the  shore 
had  been  more  extensive.  For  example,  28  Short-billed  Dowitchers  and  four  Stilt 
Sandpipers  were  found  during  the  count  at  Grant  Point  by  Clark  and  Schaffner. 
Perhaps  this  area  (Port  Maitland  to  Grant  Point)  should  now  be  included  in  the 
count  as  Area  11.  Although  it  would  change  proportionally  the  number  of  birds  and 
give  comparisons  a  different  aspect,  there  are  logical  reasons  for  including  it. 

Most  important,  there  is  considerable  evidence  that  Grant  Point  has  become  a 
resting  and  feeding  area  for  many  birds  that  frequented  Rockhouse  Point  prior  to 
its  development  as  a  Provincial  Park  (see  The  Prothonotary,  Vol.  27,  p.  91;  Vol. 

28,  p.  94).  The  contrast  between  this  year's  count  and  those  of  past  years  should 
also  be  noted.  In  both  last  year's  and  this  year's  counts  Rockhouse  Point  had  the 
fewest  individuals  of  any  of  the  territories.  Until  recently  it  was  the  area  not 
only  known  to  have  many  birds  but  often  the  highest  count  of  individuals  of  any 
of  the  other  areas.  Perhaps  a  more  accurate  picture  of  numbers  would  be  obtained 
if  this  area  was  included,  possibly  independently  at  first.  -  Kenneth  P.  Able, 

17  Apollo  Drive,  Lake  View,  New  York. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Harold  D.  Mitchell  Testimonial  Dinner 
Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York  November  16,  1963 
Roger  Tory  Peterson,  Guest  Speaker 

Your  name  doesn’t  need  to  be  submitted  for  election  to  an  elite  400  who  will 
honor  Mr.  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Honorary  President  of  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society,  at 
a  testimonial  dinner  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  on  Saturday  night,  November 
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16,  1963.  Simply  by  mailing  your  check  or  money  order  for  $10.00  to  Miss 
Margaret  Wendling,  8?  Garin. sen  Read,  Williams ville  21,  New  York,  you  will  become 
one  of  the  400.  Because  facilities  are  limited  to  just  that  number,  make  your 
reservation  early. 


The  dinner  will  be  followed  by  a  short  period  devoted  to  reminiscences  given 
by  Mr.  Mitchell’s  friends.  Then  Mr.  Roger  Tory  Peterson  will  present  one  of  his 
new  lecture  films. 


In  approving  his  testimonial  dinner,  Mrc  Mitchell  has  pledged  the  net 
proceeds  to  the  Beaver  Meadow  Wildlife  Refuge  Fund,  Souvenir  programs  will  list 
names  of  patrons  or  friends  of  Audubon  who  contribute  $5 .,00  or  more  toward  the 
Fund.  This  contribution  may  be  sent  along  with  your  reservation  to  Miss  Wendling. 

These  committees  have  assisted  General  Chairman,  Gretchen  Stevenson,  and 
Co-Chairman,  Richard  Stevenson:  Master  of  Ceremonies,  George  F.  Goodyear; 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Clayton  T.  Knox;  Decorations,  Laid  Eckberg;  Gifts, 
Wilma  Csont;  Hostess,  Jane  Clark;  Program,  Ha?jel  Samuels;  Publicity,  Gertrude 
Webster;  Reception,  Lynn  Rochester;  Social,  Dorothea  Duttweiler;  Tickets, 
Margaret  Wendling.  -  Gertrude  G,  Webster,  Chairman,  Publicity  Committee. 


NOTES  AND  NEWS 

New  York  State  Hunting  Seasons: 

Ducks  and  Coot  -  October  18  -  December  6 

(Redheads  and  Canvasbacks  protected) 

Geese  and  Brant  -  October  18  -  December  26 
Turkey  -  October  21-26 

(Allegany,  Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus  Counties) 

BjO.S.  Grapevine:  Effective  immediately,  Miss  Frances  Rathbun  (TR  5-7603) 
will  be  the  person  to  call  in  order  to  start  the  Grapevine.  If  she  cannot  be 
reached  call  Miss  Mary  Louise  Emerson  (TT  5-0067). 

Zip  Codes:  In  anticipation  of  the  time  when  the  new  Post  Office  Zip  Code 
Number  will  be  a  required  part  of  all  addresses,  would  those  who  live  away  from 
those  areas  not  now  possessing  a  Buffalo  Postal  Zone  Number  please  include  their 
Zip  Numbers  when  paying  their  subscriptions  for  the  coming  year  to  the  Treasurer?- 
Editor. 


New  Books,  Library  and  Reading  Room,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 


Eifert,  Virginia 
Kinne,  Russ 
Krutch,  Joseph  W, 
Mount fort,  Guy 
Mowat,  Farley 
Pettingill,  O.S.  Jr. 

V anVleck,  Sarita 
Yglesias,  Dorothy 


MEN,  BIRDS  AND  ADVENTURE  -  Dood  Mead,  1962 
COMPLETE  BOOK  OF  NATURE  PHOTOGRAPHY-  A.S.  Barnes,  1962 
A  TREASURY  OF  BIRDLORE  -  Doubleday,  1962 
THE  WILD  DANUBE  -  Houghton  Mifflin,  1963 
OWLS  IN  THE  FAMILY  -  Little,  Brown  &  Co.,  1961 
ENJOYING  BIRDS  IN  UPSTATE  NEW  YORK  -  Cornell 
Laboratory  of  Ornithology,  1963 
GROWING  WINGS  -  Doubleday,  1963 
THE  CRY  OF  A  BIRD  -  E.P.  Dutton  &  Co.,  1962 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  at  8:00 
P.M.  from  September  through  June  inclusive. 

Oct.  9  -  Annual  Meeting  and  Election  of  Officers.  Assignment  of  territories 
for  the  October  Bird  Count.  Audubon  Film  -  "Phantom  of  the  Marshes". 
Discussion  of  Confusing  Species:  Black-crowned  and  Yellow- crowned 
Night  Herons  by  Harold  D.  Mitchell. 

Oct.  23  -  Symposium  on  Gulls.  Bernard  Nathan,  Robert  Co gge shall,  Arthur  Schaffner. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Oct.  13  -  October  Bird  Count.  Leaders,  Kathryn  and  Eugenia  Praemassing,  87 
Linden  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York  14216  (tel.  TF  6-1618).  Please 
contact  the  leaders  if  you  can  participate. 

Oct.  26  -  Stromness,  Ontario  for  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow.  Meet  8:00  A.M.  at  the 

Vermont  Street  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge,  Buffalo.  Leader,  Bernard 
Nathan  (TR  6-5200). 


7WV 7VA  A  . 
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Writer  of  The  Month  -  Harold  H.  Axtell 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


This  was  the  second  coldest  (4.3  degrees  below  normal)  and  the  tenth  driest 
September  on  record,  the  1,20-inch  rainfall  being  1.93  inches  below  normal.  There 
were  frosts  on  the  14th  and  the  23rd-24th,  both  unusually  early  dates.  1963  had 
the  shortest  growing  season,  123  days,  on  record  locally. 

By  pre-1958  standards  the  landbird  migration  was  very  poor  all  month  and 
there  were  no  good  days.  Even  by  poast-1958  standards,  average  and  below-average 
days  were  the  rule,  with  no  days  that  were  much  above  average.  Numbers  of  Vireos 
and  Warblers  were  especially  low.  This  general  condition  is  undoubtedly  the  result 
of  the  two  factors  that  birds  are  in  fact  generally  scarce  and  that  no  weather 
situation  developed  to  produce  a  pile-up  of  migrants  in  our  area.  According  to 
my  own  geographically  restricted  observations,  September  1st  and  2nd  produced  the 
best  general  birding  of  the  month. 

From  reports  of  our  field  observers  one  must  conclude  that  there  was  a 
widespread  general  movement  of  Nighthawks  on  the  2nd  that  took  this  species  out 
of  our  study  area  -  a  remarkably  early  departure.  Sho rebirds  in  numbers  stayed 
much  later  into  the  month  than  in  most  years,  probably  because  of  the  extremely 
low  water  level  of  Lake  Erie*  White-rumped  Sandpipers  were  recorded  in 
unprecedented  numbers.  Baird’s  Sandpipers  were  also  more  common  than  usual. 

After  the  first  few  days  of  the  month,  a  few  minutes  of  searching  nearly  always 
readily  revealed  from  one  to  four  Little  Gulls  between  the  Peace  Bridge  and  the 
Erie  Beach  Casino.  Among  landbirds,  the  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  flight  was  most 
notable.  -  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 
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Vol.  29,  No*  10  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con't) 


Common  Egret 

Sept 

.  7 

3  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Mitchell  et  al 

B.-cr. Night  Heron 

ii 

7 

2  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Mitchell  et  al 

ti 

8 

1  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

ii 

29 

1  near  Lewiston 

Rosche  et  al 

Whistling  Swan 

Sept 

8 

1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Canada  Goose 

Sept 

16F 

18  Silver  Creek 

Brockner 

ii 

22 

1  Town  of  Hanover 

Rosche 

it 

29 

35  Delaware  Pk.,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

Gadwall 

ii 

20 

1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

Pintail 

ii  ■ 

14,15 

5,9  North  Cuba  Marsh 

Rosche 

American  Widgeon 

ii 

14,25 

3,7  North  Cuba  Marsh 

Rosche 

Shoveler 

ti 

7 

5  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Mitchell  et  al 

Greater  Scaup 

it 

7 

1  near  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

ti 

30 

6  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Haultain 

Common  Goldeneye 

ti 

7 

2  near  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Hooded  Merganser 

it 

25 

3  North  Cuba  Marsh 

Rosche 

Common  Merganser 

it 

10 

3  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Rosche 

it 

11 

2  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell, 

Thill 

Red-br.  Merganser 

it 

11 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell, 

Thill 

Turkey  Vulture 

ii 

1 

1  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

it 

7 

13  over  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

h 


Cooper's  Hawk 


Broad-w.  Hawk 


7 

7 

7,3 

14 

15 
15 
14 
14 
18 


4 

2 

1 

1 


Osprey- 


Peregrine  Falcon 
Pigeon  Hawk 


1,2,8  3,1,3 
1 

17F 
22,25 
30 
3  OF 

6f 
15 


21 


1  Attica  Reservoir 
1  Wethersfield  Springs 
6,7  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 
1  Town  of  Sardinia 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 
over  Grant  Point,  Ont. 
North  Cuba  Marsh 
over  Belmont 
Belmont 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 
1  West  Clarksville 
1  Athol  Springs 
4  Belfast  -  Wellsville 
1  Windmill  Point,  Ont. 

1  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Lake  View 
Town  of  Charlotte 
Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 


1 

1 

1 


Rosche 

Rosche 

Axtells 

Rosche 

Axtells 

Rosche  et  al 

Rosche 

Rosche 

Burton 

Axtells 

Rosche 

Bourne 

Burtons 

Schaffner 

Schaffner 

Bourne 

Rew 

Rosche 


Turkey 

ti 

11,12 

28  Wellsville 

Burtons 

Sora 

ti 

14 

1  North  Cuba  Marsh 

Rosche 

American  Coot 

ii 

25 

1  North  Cuba  Marsh 

Rosche 

Am.  Golden  Plover 

it 

7 

20  near  Dunnville,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

n 

8 

5  Lawtons 

Andrle s 

ii 

21 

21  near  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

it 

29 

34  Depew 

Rosche,  Mrozek 

Common  Snipe 

ii 

7 

22  Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Rosche 

it 

15 

6  Pt.  Colborne  Harbor, Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

Upland  Plover 

it 

1L 

1  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

ii 

1,2 

2,1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

10 

1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche 

it 

10,15 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

ii 

25 

1  near  West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von  Arnim 

Knot 

ii 

11 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

ii 

30 

7  Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

(35) 
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Vol,  29>  No.  10  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con't) 


Wh.-r.  Sandpiper 


Baird’s  Sandpiper 


Dunlin 


S.-b.  Dowitcher 


Stilt  Sandpiper 


Western  Sandpiper 


*Buff~br.  Sandpiper 

Sander ling 
No.  Phalarope 
^Parasitic  Jaeger 
Gr.  Black-b.  Gull 


*F ranklin'  s  Gull 
B  onaparte 1 s  Gull 


* Little  Gull 


Sopt . 

11 

2  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell, 

Thill 

it 

11 

1  Camelot  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell, 

Thill 

u 

15 

25  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

n 

15 

2  Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

ti 

15 

2  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

20 

3  Erie  Beach,  Ont* 

Andrle,  Axtell 

ti 

21 

2  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rosche 

it 

21 

7  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

it 

21 

13  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche 

it 

21 

30  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

ti 

22 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rosche 

"  24,25 

5  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell, 

Booth 

ii 

30 

2  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

it 

7 

9  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

n 

10 

5  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche 

n 

10 

3  near  Pt.  Maitland,  Ont. 

Rosche 

ti 

10 

8  Long  Beach,  Ont. 

Rosche 

ii 

11 

1  Camelot  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell, 

Thill 

it 

11 

3  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell, 

Thill 

it 

13 

1  Angola 

Bourne 

n 

15 

9  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

15 

1  Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

tt 

30 

3  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

ti 

5F 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

ti 

10 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

it 

11 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell, 

Thill 

ii 

10 

12  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

it 

11 

15  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Andrle,  Axtell, 

Thill 

ii 

17L 

1  Beaver  Island  State  Park 

Rosche 

ii 

8 

11  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Wendlings  et  al 

»  10,15 

15,8  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

ti 

11 

17  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell, 

Thill 

it 

11 

13  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell, 

Thill 

ii 

10 

1  Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

Rosche 

ii 

10 

1  Poht  Colborne,  Ont. 

Rosche 

it 

21 

3  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

it 

7 

1  near  Dunnville,  Ont, 

Axtell  et  al 

it 

15 

1  Prendergast  Point 

Swansons 

ii 

10 

19  Bay  View 

Bourne 

ii 

15 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

26 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

it 

6 

1  Wanakah 

Bourne 

n 

7 

2  Port  Maitland,  Ont* 

Mitchell  et  al 

"  15 

,21 

5,6  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

»  16 

,22 

1,4  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rosche  et  al 

ti 

24 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle,  Booth 

it 

30 

1  Port  Weller,  Ont* 

Schaffner 

it 

7 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

"10,21,29 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

ii 

21 

4000  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rosche 

( maximum  count  for  month) 

Sept.  7  4  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

•’  11  1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

"15,21.29  2,2,1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

(36) 


Mitchell  et  al 
Andrle,  Axtell,  Thill 
Rosche  et  al 
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Little  Gull 

Sept 

.  20 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

ti 

24,25 

4,2  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

-^Forster's  Tern 

11 

7 

1  Niagara  Gorge 

Mitchell  et 

al 

11 

16 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rosche 

Common  Te*Ti 

it 

21 

2000  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

(maximum  count  for  month) 

Caspian  Tern 

Sept 

•  7 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et 

al 

it 

10 

2  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

11 

20,24L 

3,1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

Yeliow-b.  Cuckoo 

11 

21 

2  Delaware  Pk.,  Buffalo 

Wendlings  et 

al 

Black-b.  Cuckoo 

11 

30 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Whip*  -poor-will 

11 

24 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Common  Nighthawk 

n 

2 

21  over  Eggertsville 

McKales 

11 

2 

7  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

2 

2  over  Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

2 

1  over  Friendship 

Rosche,  von  . 

Arnim 

11 

2 

20  over  Cuba 

Rosche 

R.-t.  Hummingbird 

11 

1-30 

2-3  Belmont 

Burtons 

Red-h.  Woodpecker 

it 

15,18 

1  Wellsville 

Burton 

11 

25,27 

1  Wellsville 

Burton 

Y.-b.  Sapsucker 

11 

19F 

2  Springbrook 

Danner 

ti 

20 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont, 

Axtell,  Andrle 

Eastern  Kingbird 

11 

10L 

2  Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Gr,  Crested  Fly. 

ti 

7L 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et 

al 

Y.-b,  Fly cat cher 

11 

4L 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Least  Flycatcher 

it 

11L 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Axtell 

E  .  Wood  Pewee 

it 

29 

1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

O.-s.  Flycatcher 

11 

1L 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Cliff  Swallow 

11 

7L 

1  Dunnville,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et 

al 

Tufted  Titmouse 

ti 

5,7,8 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

tt 

1F-30 

1-3  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

11 

4-26 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

ti 

7 

1  Attica  Reservoir 

Rosche 

11 

15 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

A.  Freitag 

ti 

15,21 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

11 

16-27 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

it 

21 

2  Delaware  Park,  Buffalo 

Wendlings  et 

al 

ti 

22 

2  Delaware  Park,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

n 

25 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Axtell 

n 

26-30 

1  Eggertsville 

McKales 

it 

29 

1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A 4  Freitag 

Brown  Creeper 

it 

15F 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

A.  Freitag 

11 

18 

1-2  Springbrook 

Danner 

Winter  Wren 

ti 

21 

1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Wendlings  et 

al 

11 

29 

2  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

Wood  Thrush 

11 

30 

1  Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Hermit  Thrush 

n 

26F 

2  Delaware  Park,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

11 

28 

4  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

"  5F,6,10 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

11 

11 

1  Waverly  Beach,  Ont. 

Axtell 

11 

15 

1  Como  Lake  Pk. , Lancaster 

Wendlings 

11 

27,30 

1  Eggertsville 

McKales 

11 

29 

2  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

Eastern  Bluebird 

n 

7 

2  Attica 

Rosche 

(87) 
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Eastern  Bluebird 

Sept 

11 

2 

Nye  Road,  Ont. 

Wendlings 

u 

14 

1 

near  Scio 

Rosche 

it 

26 

4 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von  Amims 

n 

28 

2 

Portland 

Mitchell  et  al 

Blue-g.  Gnat catcher  ” 

BL 

2 

Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Wendlings  et  al 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

u 

19 

r\ 

c 

Springbrook 

Danner 

it 

21 

3 

Delaware  Park,  Buffalo 

Wendlings  et  al 

u 

21 

1 

Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Water  Pipit 

it 

21F 

6 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

n 

6l 

1 

Derby 

Bourne 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

ti 

5-3CL 

1-3 

Springbrook 

Danner 

it 

7 

3 

Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Mitchell  et  al 

ti 

21 

1 

Delaware  Park,  Buffalo 

Wendlings  et  al 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

ti 

16F,19 

2-3 

Springbrook 

Danner 

ii 

18 

1 

Eden 

Bourne 

Warbling  Vireo 

it 

1-11L 

1 

Eggertsville 

McKales 

Golden-w.  Warbler 

u 

5L 

1 

Athol  Springs 

Csont 

(banded) 

Blue-w.  Warbler 

Sept 

*  2bL 

1 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche 

O.-cr.  Warbler 

Sept 

.  25F 

1 

North  Cuba  Marsh 

Rosche 

it 

27,28 

2 

Athol  Springs 

Csont 

(banded) 

Parula  Warbler 

Sept 

.  18F 

1 

Derby 

Brockner 

it 

30 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont* 

Schaffner 

Yellow  Warbler 

ii 

2L 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont* 

Axtells 

Cape  May  Warbler 

it 

2F 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont* 

Axtells 

ii 

7 

1 

Attica  Reservoir 

Rosche 

B.-thr.  B.  Warbler 

it 

8F 

2 

Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie  Wendlings  et  al 

it 

15 

2 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

A.  Freitag 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler  " 

25L 

1 

Springbrook 

Danner 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

ii 

7F 

1 

Attica  Reservoir 

Rosche 

tt 

8 

1 

Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Wendlings  et  al 

Pine  Warbler 

it 

15L 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

Prairie  Warbler 

it 

10 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

Palm  Warbler 

ii 

18F 

1 

Eden 

Bourne 

ii 

28 

10 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Ovenbird 

it 

30L 

2 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

**Conn.  Warbler 

it 

2 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ti 

7 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Mitchell,  Axtell,  Wright 

ii 

25 

2 

Eden 

Bourne 

Mourning  Warbler 

ii 

10L 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

ii 

2F 

1 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von  Amim 

it 

6 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

ti 

30 

1 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Canada  Warbler 

ii 

4 L 

1 

Eggertsville 

McKales 

Bobolink 

it 

14L 

3 

North  Cuba  Marsh 

Rosche 

Baltimore  Oriole 

tt 

8L 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

8L 

1 

Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie  Wendlings  et  al 

Rusty  Blackbird 

ii 

15F 

1 

Port  Maitland,  Ont* 

Rosche  et  al 

Scarlet  Tanager 

ti 

30 

4 

Eggertsville 

McKales 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

ii 

29 

1 

Eggertsville 

McKales 

ti 

29 

1 

Forest  Lam,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

Pine  Siskin 

it 

28F 

4 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

*Red  Crossbill  Sopt. 19-30  1  Athol  Springs  Csont 
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Slate-c,  Junco 

Sept. 

21F 

10 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Wendlings 

it 

21F 

1 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

ii 

22 

4 

Grand  Island 

Wendlings 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

ii 

25,28 

1,5 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

White-thr,  Sparrow- 

it 

11F 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

n 

17 

4 

Williamsville 

Wendlings 

Fox  Sparrow 

n 

30F 

1 

Eggertsvilie 

McKales 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

Sept. 

5F 

1 

Eden 

Bourne 

Sept. 13-30 

1-2 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

11 

21 

2 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche 

et  al 


Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  (as  corrected): 
Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue: 
Total  for  1963: 


250 

—i 

257 


Addendum: 

The  Baird’s  Sandpipers  reported  on  the  Shorebird  Count  (September  issue,  p.  80) 
should  have  had  an  asterisk  (*)  before  the  name. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 

1963  -  1964 


Honorary  President 

President 

Vice  President 

Recording  Secretary 

Corresponding  Secretary 

Treasurer 

Librarian 

Statisticians 


Harold  D.  Mitchell 
Frances  M.  Rew 
Edward  L.  Seeber 
Harold  Freund 
Mrs.  Richard  Stevenson 
Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde 
Marie  A.  Wendling 
Harold  H.  Axtell 
Robert  F;  Andrle 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  other-wise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  on  th«  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  at  8:00  P.M. 
from  September  through  June  ’inclusive., 

Nov.  13  -  Report  of  the  October  Bird  Count  by  Eugenia  Praemassing.  Symposium  on 
Gulls  -  Bernard  Nathan,  Robert  Co gge shall,  Arthur  Schaffner 

Nov.  27  -  No  meeting 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Oct.  27  -  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  trip  to  Dunnville,  Ont,  area.  Meet  at  8:00  A. M.  at 
the  Vermont  Street  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge,  Leader,  Bernard  Nathan 
(TR  6-6030).  Please  note  CORRECTED  DATE  (not  Oct.  26). 

Nov.  2  -  Chautauqua  Lake  and  Jamestown  areas.  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  on  the  Genesee 
Street  side  of  Buffalo  City  Hall.  Leader,  Frances  Rew  (TA  2-0342). 

Nov.  24  -  Niagara  River  for  gulls,  ducks  and  winter  birds.  Meet  at  Vermont  Street 
entrance  to  Peace  Bridge  at  8:00  A.M.  Dress  warmly!  Leaders,  Edward 
and  Alice  Ulrich  (TF  3-8896). 

Nov.  29  -  Dec.  1  -  Weekend  trip  to  Massachusetts  coast  for  alcids  and  winter  ducks. 

Contact  Frances  Rew  (TA  2-0342). 


NOTE: 

Nov.  14  -  Zoological  Society  lecture  by  Jim  Fowler  -  "Lightning  on  the  Wing". 

Rockwell  Hall,  State  University  College  on  Elmwood  Avenue.  B.O.S.  members 
will  be  admitted  at  the  special  rate  of  $.75. 

Nov.  16  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  Testimonial  Dinner  for  Harold  D.  Mitchell  at  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science*  Reception  at  6:00  P.M*  Dinner  at  6:30  P.M. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  then  the  fifth  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215 

CHANCE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road, 

Lewiston,  New  York 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 
EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215 
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Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


October  was  characterized  by  unusual  heat  and  drought*  The  average 
temperature  was  6.3  degrees  above  normal.  It  was  the  second  driest  October  in  93 
years  of  record,  with  only  three-tenths  of  an  inch  of  rainfall,  exactly  one-tenth 
of  normal.  Woods  and  fields  became  fire  hazards  to  the  extent  that  a  ban  on 
hunting  was  imposed  and  public  parks  were  closed.  There  were  no  storms  or 
unpleasant  weather  conditions  of  any  importance. 

It  was  a  fairly  typical  October  in  the  bird  world,  with  a  few  variations 
from  the  ordinary  -  perhaps  fewer  than  is  typical.  The  Red-breasted  Nuthatch 
migration,  so  noticeable  in  September,  dwindled  almost  to  an  end  early  this  month. 
The  Hermit  Thrush  showed  the  first  noticeable  increase  during  migration  here  since 
the  disaster  winter  of  1957-1958;  it  has  still  achieved  only  a  fraction  of  its 
former  abundance,  however.  A  large  migration  of  Canada  Geese  was  widespread 
throughout  our  territory  on  Monday  the  21st,  although  there  was  little  about  the 
weather  situation  locally  that  would  have  led  one  to  expect  such  a  flight.  The 
best  that  one  could  say  is  that  this  was  the  first  day  during  the  month  with  the 
following  combination  of  possibly  pertinent  factors:  northerly  winds  with  an 
average  of  as  much  as  8  m.p.h.,  and  an  average  temperature  as  low  as  51  degrees. 
Several  previous  days  were  very  close  to  these  figures,  however,  and  the  29th  and 
30th  considerably  surpassed  them,  but  no  such  noteworthy  flights  were  reported  on 
those  days. 

Evening  Grosbeaks,  Pine  Siskins,  and  Crossbills  showed  indications  of  more 
than  an  ordinary  movement.  The  birds  of  greatest  interest  were  undoubtedly  the 
Long-billed  Dowitchers,  Sabine’s  Gull  (in  immature  plumage),  and  Dickcissels. 

These  were  the  first  Long-billed  Dowitchers  in  B.O.S.  territory  ever  to  stay  long 
enough  to  be  studied  by  so  many  observers.  -  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of 
Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*•  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
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Underlined  common  names ,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Loon 

Oct 

.27,29 

7,8  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Horned  Grebe 

11 

IF 

1  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Axtell,  Andrle  et  al 

11 

8 

2  Navy  Island,  Ont. 

Rosche 

D.-cr.  Cormorant 

11 

19 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Bart,  Mrozek 

Canada  Goose 

it 

21 

250  over  Jamestown 

Beal 

11 

21 

2000  over  Springbrook 

Danner 

11 

21 

3-100  over  St.  Catharines,  Ont 

.Dorst 

11 

25 

1500  L. Ontario  at  Shadigee 

W.A.  &  G.M.  Smith 

(maximum  counts  for  the  month) 

Gadwall 

Oct 

IF 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell  et  al 

it 

8 

1  Buckhorn  Island  St. Park 

Rosche 

11 

10 

1  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Rosche,  Mrozek  et  al 

Green-w.  Teal 

11 

8 

85  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Rosche 

n 

8 

10  Buckhorn  Island  St.  Park 

Rosche 

(maximum  count  for  month  in  this  area) 

Blue-w.  Teal 

Oct 

.  27L 

1  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Rosche  et  al 

Shoveler 

it 

8 

2  Buckhorn  Island  St.  Park  Rosche 

11 

19,27 

3,2  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Rosche  et  al 

Wood  Duck 

11 

19 

100  Town  of  Ellery 

Rew,  Rathbun 

(maximum  count  for  month) 

Redhead 

Oct 

19F 

4  Chaut.  L.  at  Mayville 

Rew,  Rathbun 

Greater  Scaup 

ti 

4 

150  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

it 

19 

400  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Bart,  Mrozek 

(maximum  counts  for  the  month) 

Bufflehead 

Oct 

.  19F 

1  Chaut.  L.  at  Mayville 

Rew,  Rathbun 

Old  squaw 

ti 

19 

1  Chaut.  L.  at  Mayville 

Rew,  Rathbun 

it 

29 

90  Upper  Niagara  River 

Brockner 

White-w.  Scoter 

n 

9F 

7  Lake  Erie  at  Bay  View 

Bourne 

^■Surf  Scoter 

11 

9 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Common  Scoter 

11 

19F 

5  Chaut.  L.  at  Mayville 

Rew,  Rathbun 

11 

19F 

5  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Bart,  Mrozek 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

11 

7 

1  Wellsville 

Burtons 

11 

10 

1  near  Stromness,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Bart,  Mrozek 

Rough-1.  Hawk 

11 

19F 

1  over  Pt«  Weller,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Bart,  Mrozek 

Osprey 

11 

1 

1  Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell  et  al 

11 

10 

2  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont, 

Rosche,  Mrozek  et  al 

11 

11 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Mitchell,  Amadon,  Anc 

Peregrine  Falcon 

n 

1 

1  Morgan* s  Point,  Ont* 

Andrle,  Axtell  et  al 

11 

14L 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont* 

Dorst 

Virginia  Rail 

it 

20L 

1  Stromness,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Bart 

Sora 

it 

10 

1  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

A.  Freitag,  Ulrich 

11 

10 

1  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Rosche,  Mrozek  et  al 

Common  Gallinule 

11 

23L 

1  Prendergast  Point 

Rosche 

American  Coot 

11 

19 

260  Chaut.  L.  at  Mayville 

Rew,  Rathbun 

(maximum  count  for  the  month) 

Semipalm.  Plover 

Oct 

.  20L 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Bart 

ti 

20L 

2  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Bart 

Am.  Golden  Plover 

11 

20 

7  Stromness,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Bart 

11 

23 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rosche 

it 

26,27L 

1  Wright  Beach,  Dunkirk 

Miga 

(92) 
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Ruddy  Turnstone 

Oct, 

27L 

1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche 

Common  Snipe 

u 

10 

18  Pt.Co3.bome  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Mrozek  et 

al 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

ti 

23L 

1-3  Springe rook 

Danner 

Knot 

n 

10L 

3  Sugarloaf  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Mrozek  et 

al 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

it 

27L 

3  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont, 

Rosche  et  al 

ii 

27L 

3  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Rosche  et  al 

White-r.  Sandpiper 

ii 

1 

2  Sugar.loaf  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell  et 

al 

it 

10 

4  Pt.Cc.lborne  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Mrozek  et 

al 

ii 

10 

1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Mrozek  et 

al 

n 

20 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Bart 

it 

20,26 

1  Wright  Beach,  Dunkirk 

Miga 

Baird's  Sandpiper 

ti 

1 

6  Fort  Erie,  Ont, 

Andrle,  Axtell  et 

al 

it 

20L 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Bart 

*Long-b.  Dowitc.her 

ii 

1-8 

3  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Rosche  et  al 

n 

9 

2  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Axtell,  Andrle 

it 

11-25L 

2  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Rosche  et  al 

Semi,  Sandpiper 

ii 

20L 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Bart 

it 

20L 

1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Bart 

No.  Phalarope 

it 

8L 

1  Eden 

Rochester,  Bourne 

Gr.  Black-b.  Gull 

it 

1 

9  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell  et 

al 

(maximum  count  for  month;  numerous  additional  records  of  fewer 

individuals 

from  areas  on  both  shores  of  Lake  Erie) 

Franklin's  Gull 

Oct. 

10,19 

1,2  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

21 

1  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Rosche 

ti 

26 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

B  onapart  e ' s  Gull 

it 

8,11 

40,50  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Mitchell  et  al 

(maximum  count  for  month;  unusually  scarce) 

Little  Gull 

Oct. 

1 

2  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell  et 

al 

it 

11 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Mitchell,  Amadon  < 

st  al 

ti 

19 

1  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Rosche,  Bart,  Mrozek 

Sabine's  Gull 

ti 

27 

1  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Rosche  et  al 

Common  Tern 

ii 

31 

12  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

A.  Freitag 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

n 

5 

1  Delaware  Pk.,  Buffalo 

Mitchell 

it 

5,8L 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Black-b.  Cuckoo 

it 

1 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle >  Axtell  et 

al 

ii 

2 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

Short-e.  Owl 

ti 

12F 

2  Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

15 

3  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

R.-t.  Hummingbird 

ii 

1 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Axtell 

tt 

12L 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Red-h.  Woodpecker 

n 

1 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

8 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont, 

Axtells 

n 

10 

1  near  Pt.  Abino,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Mrozek  et 

al 

Eastern  Phoebe 

it 

14L 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

E .  Wood  Pewee 

it 

3L 

2  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

Homed  Lark 

ii 

23 

100  Wellsville 

Burtons 

Tufted  Titmouse 

it 

6 

2  Derby 

Brockner 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

"1- 

-12,27 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ti 

1 

1  Eggertsville 

McKales 

tt 

3 

7  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

it 

5 

1  Delaware  Pk.,  Buffalo 

Mitchell 

it 

7-8 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

it 

8 

2  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Mitchell,  Andrle 

et  al 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

ii 

1 

3  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Andrle,  Axtell  et 

al 

tt 

2 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

(93) 
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Gray-ch.  Thrush 

Oct 

5 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Mitchell 

ii 

5,6 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

16L 

1 

Eggertsville 

McKales 

Eastern  Bluebird 

ti 

24L 

3 

Wellsville 

Burtons 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

it 

5F,6 

10,7 

Point  Gratiot 

Miga 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

n 

1 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtell,  Co gge shall 

it 

5,6,8 

4,1,2 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ii 

10 

2 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Mrozek  et  « 

Parula  Warbler 

ii 

3 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

ii 

5L 

-L 

Dunkirk 

Miga 

Magnolia  Warbler 

it 

20L 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

B.-thr.  Green  War. 

ii 

23L 

2 

Springbrook 

Danner 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

it 

3L 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

3L 

5 

Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

ii 

21 

8 

Springbrook 

Danner 

Palm  Warbler 

ii 

13-22L 

1-3 

Springbrook 

Danner 

Wilson's  Warbler 

ii 

3L 

2 

Delaware  Pk.,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

Scarlet  Tanager 

it 

3L 

1 

Eggertsville 

McKales 

-*Dickcis3el 

it 

26 

2 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Evening  Grosbeak 

ii 

19-24 

3-5 

Springbrook 

Danner 

ii 

20 

38 

Town  of  Charlotte 

Rew,  Rathbun 

ii 

22,2? 

23,25 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ii 

27 

27 

Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

Common  Redpoll 

it 

31L 

7 

Eden 

Bourne 

Pine  Siskin 

ii 

8 

1 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

15 

1 

Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

ii 

20 

30 

Jordan,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Sali sbury 

it 

20,22 

2,5 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

21,22 

25 

Springbrook 

Danner 

u 

26,27 

10 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Red  Crossbill 

Oct 

.  1-2 

1 

Athol  Springs 

Csont 

Savannah  Sparrow 

Oct 

.  20L 

3 

Stromness,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Bart 

Tree  Sparrow 

ii 

11F 

1 

Town  of  Batavia 

Buckland 

Chipping  Sparrow 

ii 

27 

2 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

"  8  125  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

(maximum  count  for  the  month) 

Axtells 

White-thr.  Sparrow  Oct.  8  225  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

(maximum  count  for  the  month) 

Axtells 

Lapland  Longspur 

Oct 

.  27 

1 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

Snow  Bunting 

ti 

24F,25 

9,7  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded:  257 
Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  6 
Total  for  1963:  263 
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GENERAL  NOTES 


Downy  Woodpecker  roosting  in  wren  hcuse^  -  Several  times  during  the  late 
summer  I  found  a  Downy  Woodpecker  pecking  at  the  hole  in  the  wren  house  in  our 
garden.  At  dusk  on  the  evening  of  September  26,  1963,  I  was  standing  near  the 
wren  house  when  suddenly  something  flew  past  me’,  then  returned  and  circled  around 
wuite  close  to  me.  On  the  third  round  it  flew  back  of  the  litt3_e  house  and 
peered  at  me  from  the  other  side.  It  was  the  Downy  Woodpecker.  Suddenly  it  flew 
inside  and  stayed  there.  Several  nights  later  I  approached  the  spot,  hoping  to 
find  out  whether  it  was  still  there.  Suddenly  the  woodpecker  flew  out  so  close  to 
me  that  I  could  have  touched  it.  It  will  be  interesting  to  find  out  if  it  will 
roost  there  during  the  winter  nights,  -  Marie  Wendling,  87  Garrison  Road, 
Williamsville,  New  York. 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


Additions  to  3.0. S.  Library 


The  Society  gratefully  acknowledges  the  donation  of  the  following  books  to 
the  Fred  P.  Hazelton  Library  by  Miss  Elizabeth  Faul. 


Ball,  Alice  E. 
Chapman,  Frank  M. 

Comstock,  A.B. 
deGroat,  Herman 
Matthews,  F.  Schuyler 


A  YEAR  WITH  THE  BIRDS 
BIRD  LIFE 

BIRDS  OF  EASTERN  NORTH  AMERICA 
HANDBOOK  OF  NATURE  STUDY 
BIRD  STUDIES  FOR  HOME.  AND  SCHOOL 
FIELD  BOOK  OF  WILD  BIRDS 


Marie  Eendling,  Librarian 


Report  of  the  October  Bird  Count 

Date :  October  13,  1963 

Weather  Conditions:  The  day  dawned  cold  and  bright  with  temperatures  in 
the  low  forties  and  winds  up  to  15  m*p.h.;  but  it  soon  warmed  to  the  upper 
sixties.  Fog  and  frost  occurred  near  the  larger  bodies  of  water. 

Species  Recorded:  Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  division  numbers  where 
the  species  was  observed  when  it  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  divisions.  An 
asterisk  (*)  preceding  the  name  of  a  species  indicates  the  first  record  for  the 
year.  Underlined  common  names  indicate  that  an  acceptable  detailed  written 
verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been  received  and  placed 
in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 

Loons  -  Mergansers: 

Common  Loon  3(6,7)  D.-cr.  Cormorant  1(20) 

Horned  Grebe  144  Great  Blue  Heron  35 

Pied-billed  Grebe  26  Green  Heron  3(13,28) 


(95) 
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American  Bittern 

Ki) 

Ring-necked  Duck 

2(11,20) 

Canada  Goose 

552 

Greater  Scaup 

731  (4,6,7) 

Mallard 

16.58 

Lesser  Scaup 

470(1,6) 

Black  Duck 

683 

Common  Goldeneye 

3(3) 

Gadwall 

17(5,13) 

Old squaw 

5(1,8) 

Pintail 

36 

W hit e -  winged  Scoter 

23 

Green-winged  Teal 

98 

Ruddy  Duck 

7(3,22,26) 

Blue-winged  Teal 

87 

Horded  Merganser 

4 

American  Widgeon 

348 

Common  Merganser 

25 

Shoveler 

5(9,22) 

Red-breastea  Merganser 

29(4,6,20) 

W[ood  Duck 

148 

Vultures  -  Rails: 

Turkey  Vulture 

7(22,28) 

Ruffed  Grouse 

28 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

2(21,22) 

*Bcbwhite 

8(13) 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

49 

Ring -necked  Pheasant 

186 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

4 

Turkey 

8(28) 

Marsh  Hawk 

11 

Sora 

1(21) 

Osprey 

4(7,8) 

American  Coot 

357 

Sparrow  Hawk 

37 

Plovers  -  Terns: 

Semipalmated  Plover 

16 

Dunlin 

298 

Killdeer 

666 

Long -billed  Dowitcher 

3(9) 

American  Golden  Plover 

18 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

3(6,17) 

Black-bellied  Plover 

97 

Sanderling 

48 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

2(7,8) 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

.  44 

American  Woodcock 

20 

Herring  Gull 

1426 

Common  Snipe 

57 

Ring-billed  Gull 

3922 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

3(6,11,12)  Bonaparte’s  Gull 

582 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

2(26,28) 

Little  Gull 

1(8) 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

34 

Common  Tern 

82(8,9,11) 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

14 

Black  Tern 

1(9) 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

71 

Doves  -  Swallows: 

Mourning  Dove 

88 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  5(7,21,26) 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

2(12,22) 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

43 

Screech  Owl 

3(13,l6,26)Downy  Woodpecker 

147 

Short-eared  Owl 

1(9) 

Eastern  Phoebe 

4 

Belted  Kingfisher 

19 

Horned  Lark 

67 

Yellow-shafted  Flicker 

62 

Horned  Lark 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

3(12,21,26)  (E.a.praticola) 

84 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

2(13) 

Tree  Swallow 

6(17) 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

4(12,17,21)  Rough-winged  Swallow 

6(17) 

Purple  Martin 

1(17) 

Jays  -  Starling: 

Blue  Jay 

416 

Tufted  Titmouse 

10 

Common  Crow 

1474 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

1  109 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

688 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

16 

(96) 
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Brown  Creeper 
House  Wren 
Winter  Wren 
Long-billed  Marsh  Wren 
Catbird 

Brown  Thrasher 
Robin 

Wood  Thrush 
Hermit  Thrush 


35 

1(15) 

4(5,7,11) 

1(26) 

17 

5(1,2,23) 

2794 

1(20) 

35 


Vireos  -  Warblers: 


Solitary  Vireo  2(7,12) 

Red-eyed  Vireo  2(8,11) 

Tennessee  Warbler  1(8) 

Orange-crowned  Warbler  4(7,8,11) 

Nashville  Warbler  6(11,17) 

Magnolia  Warbler  1(7) 

Cape  May  Warbler  3(6,7) 

Black-thr.  Blue  Warbler  2(17) 


House  Sparrow  -  Fringillids: 


House  Sparrow  5672 

Eastern  Meadowlark  316 

Red-winged  Blackbird  11539 

Rusty  Blackbird  846 

Common  Grackle  1667 

Brown-headed  Cowbird  1742 

Cardinal  89 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  1(17) 

Evening  Grosbeak  2(12,26) 

Purple  Finch  33 

Pine  Siskin  132 

American  Goldfinch  1279 

*White-winged  Crossbill  7(13) 

Rufous-sided  Towhee  17 


Swainson!s  Thrush 
Gray-cheeked  Thrush 
Eastern  Bluebird 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 
Water  Pipit 
Cedar  Waxwing 
Northern  Shrike 

Starling 


Myrtle  Warbler 
Blackpoll  Warbler 
Palm  Warbler 
Ovenbird 

Northern  WTaterthrush 
Yellowthroat 
American  Redstart 


Savannah  Sparrow 
Vesper  Sparrow 
Slate-colored  Junco 
Tree  Sparrow 
Chipping  Sparrow 
Field  Sparrow 
White-crowned  Sparrow 
White-throated  Sparrow 
Fox  Sparrow 
Lincoln 1 s  Sparrow 
Swamp  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 
Lapland  Longspur 


11 

2(7) 

66 

108 

90 

226 

550 

1(7) 

22692 


484 

2(4,8) 

2(11,12) 

1(2) 

4(12,20) 

3(12,28) 

4(17) 


31 

97 

1536 

81 

97 

154 

147 

607 

15 

3(1,21,26) 

96 

1138 

7(12) 


Miscellaneous:  Unidentified  ducks,  80;  unidentified  buteo  hawk,  2;  unidentified 
upeepw  sandpiper,  1;  unidentified  warblers,  1;  unidentified  icterids,  60  plus; 
unidentified  fringillids,  10-15  plus.  GRAND  TOTAL:  147  species  and  1  subspecies; 
about  71,246  individuals. 


Comments  and  Comparisons:  The  figures  show  a  rather  low  number  of 
individuals.  Only  three  years  Tl953,  1958,  I960)  in  the  last  ten  were  lower. 

Of  the  19  species  of  ducks  recorded,  all  with  the  exception  of  the  Greater 
Scaup  were  in  excess  of  last  year.  However,  1953,  1954,  1955,  1958  and  I960 
were  lower  years.  Many  years  they  numbered  in  the  thousands.  Gadwall  and  Green¬ 
winged  Teal  established  new  highs  for  the  count;  Common  Merganser  was  a  second 
highest  count. 

The  shorebirds  reached  a  good  record  with  ten  record  highs  -  Semipalmated 
Plover,  Killdeer,  Black-bellied  Plover,  American  Woodcock,  Common  Snipe, 

Spotted  Sandpiper,  Solitary  Sandpiper,  Greater  Yellowlegs,  and  Dunlin. 
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Other  record  highs  were  Osprey,  Bobwhite,  Ring-necked  Pheasant,  Great 
Black-backed  Gull,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Gray-cheeked  Thrush,  Orange-crowned  Warbler, 
House  Sparrow  (some  observers  didn't  bother  to  count).  Pine  Siskin  and  Song 
Sparrow. 

A  few  species  had  high  counts  but  not  records  high  counts.  These  were: 

Downy  Woodpecker,  Blue  Jay,  Robin  (some  reports  stated  robins  were  everywhere, 

"woods  full  of  them",  "lots  of  robins",  but  no  numbers  recorded).  Eastern 
Meadowlark,  Cardinal  and  Cedar  Waxwing. 

Pied-billed  Grebe,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Winter  Wren  and  Golden-crowned  Kinglet 
were  low. 

Five  species  were  reported  for  the  first  time  in  ten  years  -  Bobwhite, 
Long-billed  Dowitcher,  Evening  Grosbeak,  White-winged  Crossbill  and  Lapland  Longspur. 


Sectional  Divisions  and  Observers:  The  following  divisions  are  those 
defined  by  the  map  "Sectional  Divisions  of  the  Territory  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society"  (1956).  The  list  gives  the  number  of  each  division  and 
the  name  of  a  place  in  that  division.  Underlined  names  denote  the  individuals  or 
group  responsible  for  the  coverage  of  each  division.  24  of  the  28  sectional 
divisions  were  covered  by  a  total  of  107  observers. 


1.  Fonthill,  Ont. 

2.  Thorold,  Ont. 

3.  Wilson,  N.Y, 

4.  Middieport,  N.Y. 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  N.Y. 

6.  Port  Maitland,  Ont. 


7.  Lowbanks,  Ont, 

8.  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

9.  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 

10.  Akron,  N.Y. 

11.  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

12.  Lancaster,  N.Y. 


13.  Batavia,  N.Y. 

14.  Hamburg,  N.Y. 

15.  Java,  N.Y. 


-  Mr.  Daniel  Salisbury,  Mr.  Adrian  Dorst 

-  Misses  Marie  and  Margaret  Wendling,  Miss  B.  Katrina 

Sch  wenger 

-  Mrc  and  Mrs.  Whitney  W.  Mallam 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  C,  Ulrich,  Deutre  Doran,  Mr. 
Raymond  Franz 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  L,  Seeber,  Miss  Rachel  Brause, 

Miss  Eileen  Craven,  Mr.  Gary  Halliwell,  Mr.  Gary 
Williams 

-  Miss  Frances  M.  Rew,  Miss  Frances  Rathbun 

-  Mr.  Robert  F.  Andrle,  Mr.  Christopher  J.  An drle.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Harold  H.  Axtell 

- Mr.  Harold  D»  Mitchell 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Edward  C,  Ulrich,  Deutre  Doran,  Mr. 
Raymond  Franz 

-  Dr.  Arthur  Froitag ,  Mr.  Joe  Grzybowski,  Mr.  Carl 
Mrozek 

-  East  Aurora  Bird  Club,  Mrs.  Milton  Neischel,  compiler; 
Mr,  and  Mrs.  Nathan  Calkins,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Creps, 
Mr. and  Mrs.  Howard  Lange,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Peter  Loersch, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  McMahon,  Mr.  Milton  Neischel,  Mrs. 
Warren  Peters,  Miss  Thelma  Pikett,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard 
Reuther,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Schweikhard,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Witherill.  Also  Mrs.  Fred  Danner,  Mr.  Joe 
Grzybowski,  Mr.  Carl  Mrozek,  Mrs.  Harry  Schafer,  Mr. 
Cyril  T.  Wolfling 

-  Mrs.  Ory  L.  Pixley,  Mr.  George  Buckland,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Max  Mason,  Mr.  Don  Thureau 

-  not  covered 

-  Miss  Lena  Turner,  Miss  Alma  Bowen 
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16.  Angola,  N.Y. 

17.  Cattaraugus,  N.Y, 

18.  Delevan,  N.Y. 

19.  Fillmore,  N.Y. 

20.  Dunkirk,  N.Y. 


21,  Cherry  Creek,  N.Y, 


22*  Sherman,  N.Y. 


23.  Frews burg,  N.Y. 


-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Stevenson 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  McCormick 

-  not  covered 

-  Mr.  Harold  Freund 

-  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  F,  Stanley.  Elain  Bruce,  Miss 
Clark,  Miss  Meierhofer,  Mr.  Richard  Miga,  Miss 
Teresa  Schober 

-  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Mr.  Gilbert  Burge son, 
Mrs.  Warren  Bush,  Mr.  Allan  Findley,  Mr.  and  Mrs* 
George  Nelms,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Francis  Patchen,  Mr*  and 
Mrs.  Kenneth  Swanson,  Mrs.  Laura  Waterman 

-Jamestown  Audubon  Society;  Mrs.  Nina  Bates,  Mrs. 
Stanley  Buck,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Nelms,  Mrsi  Norman 
Pillsbury 

-  Jamestown  Audubon  Society;  Miss  Ruth  Ahrens,  Mr. 
Clarence  Beal,  Miss  Elizabeth  Feldhusen,  Miss  Ella 
Freeman,  Miss  Jennie  Freeman,  Miss  Annabelle  Hiller, 


Mr.  and  Mrs,  Milton  Johnson 

24.  Allegany  St .Park,  N.Y. 

-  not  covered 

25.  Allegany,  N.Y. 

-  not  covered 

26.  Cuba  Lake,  N.Y. 

-  Mrs.  Henning  B.  von  Amim,  Mr.  Fred  Meyer,  Mrs. 
Lillian  Norton,  Mr.  Richard  C.  Rosche,  Mr.  Eric  L. 
Saylor,  Mr.  Eric  N.  Saylor,  Mr.  Henning  B.  von  Arnim 

27.  Bolivar,  N.Y. 

-  Mrs.  Florence  T.  Maddren,  Mr.  Kenneth  Brandes,  Mr. 
William  Brandes,  Mrs..  Kruger 

28,  Alfred,  N.Y. 

-  Mrs.  Florence  To  Maddren,  Mr.  John  Boyd,  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Lou  L.  Burton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theodore  McClure, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McMurtry 

Eugenia  Praemassing,  87  Linden  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  at  8:00  P.M. 
from  September  through  June  inclusive, 

Dec.  11  -  "Waterfowl  Observations  on  the  Niagara  River”  by  Frank  Folemsbee.  Plans 
for  the  Christmas  Bird  Count  by  Walter  and  Harriette  Klabunde. 

Dec,  25  -  no  meeting 


PROGRAM  -FIELD  TRIPS 


Dec.  8  -  Ontario  Plain  for  winter  birds.  Meet  8:00  A.M.  at  University  Plaza, 
Buffalo.  Leader,  Richard  Byron  (NL  2-3887). 


**«#**#.*#ftftft*ftftftftftftft*ftftftftft*ftftft**** 

ft 

*  Sunday.  December  22 

*  THIRTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  CHRISTMAS  BIRD  COUNT 

*  LEADERS: 

jfc  Walter  and  Harriette  Klabunde 

‘ft 

*  Save  this  day  for  the  B*0.S»  and  help  all  you  can l 

*  Many  enthusiastic  and  zealous  observers  are  needed 

*  to  comb  the  Christmas  Count  Territory  thoroughly. 


ft  ft  ft  ft 
ft 
ft 
ft 
* 
ft 
ft 
ft 
ft 
ft 

■si¬ 

ft 


ft 

ft- 

ft 

ft 

ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 


Won’t  you  contact  the  leaders  at  PI  4-4424? 
4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  New  York 


ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 


ft  *  ft  ft  ft  ft-  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 


ft  ft  ft  ft-  ft  ft-  ft  ft 


ftftftftftftftft-ftftftftftftftftftftftftftft 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  fifth  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  compiler:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215 

CHANCE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road, 

Lewiston,  Mew  York 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 
EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y,  14215 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Inc, 


Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


November  was  wet,  with  a  total  precipitation  of  5.07  inches,  which  is  1.47 
inches  above  normal.  It  was  also  warm,  with  an  average  temperature  of  43.6 
degrees,  five  degrees  above  normal.  There  were  no  severe  stonns,  and  it  was  not 
until  the  last  day  that  the  first  general  snow  fell. 

The  unusual  mildness  was  reflected  in  the  relatively  large  numbers  of 
f ringillids  and  icterids  that  stayed  beyond  their  usual  departure  dates.  For 
example,  on  the  10th  there  were  50  White-throated  Sparrows  at  one  feeding  station, 
and  a  total  of  twelve  species  of  fringillids  were  seen  there  #n  that  date.  The 
goldfinch  migration  was  still  going  strong  at  the  end  of  the  month.  The  most 
noticeable  movement  of  land  birds  occurred  on  the  9th;  Myrtle  Warblers  and  the 
two  species  of  kinglets  were  especially  conspicuous. 

•  i  : 

The  number  of  gulls  was  very  low. 

j  .J 

Starting  in  late  October  and  continuing  throughout  November;  there  were 
dozens  or  scores  of  scoters  at  the  east  end  of  Lake  Erie.  These  were  mostly  Surf 
and  Common  Scoters,  the  White-winged  being  variously  observed  either  in  very  small 
numbers  or  none  at  all.  As  a  rule,  the  White-winged  greatly  outnumbers  the  other 
two  species  in  the  B.O.S.  study  area. 

Probably  the  most  unusual  species  were  the  Eared  Grebe  and  the  two  kinds 
of  three— toed  woodpeckers.  —  Harold  H*  Axtell;  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo* 
New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New 
York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S. ,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been  received 
and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 
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Common  Loon 

Nov. 24 

,27 

4,5  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

u 

10 

2  Chautauqua  Lake 

Miga 

Horned  Grebe 

ii 

2 

54  Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew  et  al 

(maximum 

count  for  month  in  B.O.S.  study  area) 

*Eared  Grebe 

Nov. 

25 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Mitchell  et 

al 

D.-cr .  Cormorant 

ii 

2 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Ulrichs  et  al 

it 

9 

2  Van  Buren  Point 

Miga  et  al 

it 

20 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Andrle 

ii 

23 

1  Cassadaga  Lake 

Rew,  Buck 

Cormorant  sp. 

ii 

24 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Ulrichs  et  al 

Whistling  Swan 

ii 

17F  21  over  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

ii 

23 

9  over  Buffalo  Harbor 

Axtells 

it 

24 

32  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

24 

12  over  St.  Catharines, Ont . 

Dorst 

Canada  Goose 

ti 

12 

50  Town  of  Batavia 

Buckland 

( maximum 

count  for  month  in  B.O.S.  study  area) 

Black  Duck 

Nov. 

24 

211  Upper  Niagara  River 

Ulrichs  et  al 

ti 

27 

118  Point  Gratiot 

Miga 

(maximum 

counts  for  month  in  B.O.S.  study  area) 

Gadwall 

Nov. 

2 

3  Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew  et  al 

it 

17 

1  Mayville 

Rew,  Rathbun,  Buck 

ti 

25 

3  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Mitchell  et 

al 

Pintail 

ii 

25 

125  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Mitchell  et 

al 

(maximum 

count  for  month  in  B.O.S.  study  area) 

Green-w.  Teal 

Nov. 

1,3 

65,6  North  Cuba  Marsh 

Rosche,  von  Arnims 

American  Widgeon 

ii 

2 

84  Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew  et  al 

ti 

17 

65  Mayville 

Rew,  Rathbun,  Buck 

ii 

25 

300  Niagara  Falls 

Rosche,  Mitchell  et 

al 

(maximum 

counts  for  month  in  B.O.S.  study  area) 

Wood  Duck 

Nov. 

3 

10  Belmont 

Burtons 

,i  3 

,10 

4  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

11  26 

,28 

3  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

Redhead 

ii 

2 

50  Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew  et  al 

it 

17 

48  Dewittville 

Rew,  Rathbun,  Buck 

(maximum 

counts  for  month  in  B.O.S.  study  area) 

Ring~n.  Duck 

Nov. 

2 

86  Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew  et  al 

ii 

21 

1  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Dorst 

ii 

24 

14  Queenston,  Ont, 

Ulrichs  et  al 

Canvasback 

ii 

2 

35  Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew  et  al 

ii 

17 

285  Chaut,  L.  at  Mayville 

Rew,  Rathbun,  Buck 

ii 

25 

2000  Niagara  Falls 

Rosche,  Mitchell  et 

al 

(maximum 

counts  for  month  in  B.O.S.  study  area) 

Scaup  sp. 

Nov. 

10 

3500  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

it 

17 

3200  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

ii 

21 

4500  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Dorst 

(maximum 

concentration  for  month  in  B.O. 

.3.  territory) 

Bufflehead 

Nov. 

O 

4i 

184  Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew  et  al 

(maximum 

concentration  for  month  in  B.O 

,S.  study  area) 

Old squaw 

Nov. 

10 

500  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

(maximum 

count  for  month  in  B.O.S.  study  area) 

King  Eider 

Nov. 

10F  1  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

(female  or  immature  bird) 

White-w.  Scoter 

•  Nov, 

2 

4  Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew  et  al 

Surf  Scoter 

it 

10 

58  Ft .Erie-Pt.Abino,  Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

(maximum 

count  for  month  in  B.O.S.  study  area) 

(102) 
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Surf  Scoter 

Nov. 

23 

1  Dunkirk 

Miga 

Common  Scoter 

11 

2 

5  Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew  et  al 

11 

10 

35  Ft.Erie-Pt .Abino,  0nt< 

Rew  et  al 

(maximum 

count  for  month  in  B.O.S.  study  area) 

Ruddy  Duck 

Nov. 

2 

5  Bear  Lake 

Rew  et  al 

11 

2 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew  et  al 

11 

10,17 

12,5  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

Hooded  Merganser 

n 

2 

43  Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew  et  al 

11 

2 

24  Bear  Lake 

Rew  et  al 

(maximum 

counts  for  month  in  B.O.S.  study  area) 

Goshawk 

Nov. 

16F 

1  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

Axtells 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

m 

3,9 

1  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont 

.  Axtells 

11 

6 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Rough-1.  Hawk 

it 

10 

3  Kuckville-Shadigee  area 

Rosche  et  al 

11 

10 

1  near  Wilson 

Ulrichs  et  al 

11 

25 

4  near  Shadigee 

G.M.  &  W.A.  Smith 

Turkey 

11 

3 

3  Wellsville 

Burtons 

11 

30 

1  West  Clarksville 

von  Arnims 

American  Coot 

11 

2 

740  Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew  et  al 

ti 

17 

325  Chaut*  L.  at  Mayville 

Rew,  Rathbun,  Buck 

(maximum 

concentrations  for  month  in  B 

.O.S.  study  area) 

Killdeer 

Nov. 

29 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

Common  Snipe 

11 

2 

1  Mayville 

Rew  et  al 

it 

7 

9  Lyndonville 

G.M.  &  W.A.  Smith 

Gr.  Yellowlegs 

it 

10L 

3  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

White-r.  Sandpiper  " 

6L 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

Dunlin 

11 

9 

10  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Miga  et  al 

it 

10 

29  Ft .Erie-Pt .Abino,  Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

11 

17L 

12  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

Sanaerling 

it 

21,22L 

1  Bay  View 

Mitchell 

*-Red  Phalarope 

n 

1 

1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

ti 

19 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

it 

20 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

11 

22 

1  Bay  View 

Mitchell 

11 

23 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Andrle 

(collected;  specimen  now  in  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science) 

Iceland  Gull 

Nov. 

7F 

1  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Dorst 

Iceland  Gull 

(L.g.glaucoides) 

1  « 

22 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Gr.  Black-b.  Gull 

ti 

9 

50  Dunkirk  area 

Rosche  et  al 

11 

19 

75  Dunkirk  area 

Miga  et  al 

(maximum 

counts  for  month  in  B.O.S.  study  area) 

Herring  Gull 

Nov. 

24 

7137  Niagara  River 

Ulrichs  et  al 

(maximum 

count  for  month  in  this  area} 

see  comment  below) 

Ring-b.  Gull 

Nov. 

24 

1090  Niagara  River 

Ulrichs  et  al 

( maximum 

count  for  month  in  this  area; 

unusually  scarce 

for 

November;  proportion  of  Ring-billed  to  Herring  Gull 

also  unusually  low  for  November) 

Bonaparte * s  Gull 

Nov. 

24 

331  Niagara  River 

Ulrichs  et  al 

(maximum 

count  for  the  month;  rather  1 

scarce  for  November) 

Little  Gull 

Nov. 

3 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

11 

13 

1  Queenston,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Hawes 

n 

24 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Ulrichs  et  al 

11 

24 

1  Queenston,  Ont. 

Klabundes 

(103) 
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Mourning  Dove 

Nov. 

2-26  12-22  Springbrook 

Danner 

(maximum  count  for  month  in  B.O.S.  study  area) 

*Snowy  Owl 

Nov. 

10 

1  near  Roosevelt  Beach 

Ulrich s  et  al 

ii 

10 

1  near  Fillmore  Chapel 

Rosche  et  al 

Long-eared  Owl 

ii 

2F 

3  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Short-eared  Owl 

ii 

25 

4  near  Shadigee 

G.M.  &  W.A.  Smith 

Saw-whet  Owl 

ii 

24F 

4  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Hawes,  Troup 

Red-b.  Woodpecker 

it 

25 

1  Town  c.f  Batavia 

Buckland 

*Black-b,  Three-t 

tf 

• 

14 

2  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Woodpecker 

ii 

28 

1  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Seeber 

NOo  Three-toed 

ii 

28F 

1  Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

Letchworths 

Woodpecker 

Eastern  Phoebe 

Nov. 

26L 

1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

Horned  Lark 

Nov. 

12 

50  Wellsville 

Burtons 

(maximum  count  for  month  in  B.O.S.  study  area) 

Common  Crow 

Nov, 

3 

60  Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

5 

300  Springbrook 

Danner 

(maximum  counts  for  month  indicating  possible  nearby  roosts) 

Tufted  Titmouse 

Nov. 

3-30 

1-3  Derby 

Brockner 

ti 

9 

1  Dunkirk 

Miga  et  al 

ii 

14-27 

2  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

it 

3,10 

1  Rose  Hill  Road*  Ont* 

.Axtells 

it 

9,11 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

ii 

10 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

A.  Freitag 

it 

10 

1  Wilson  Cemetery 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

10 

1  Four  Mile  Ck.  St.  Park 

Ulrichs  et  al 

ii 

12 

1  Lockport 

Rosche 

it 

24 

4  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Ulrichs  et  al 

ii 

26,28 

1,2  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

ii 

26-30 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

n 

9,HL 

12,1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

/Axtells 

Water  Pipit 

it 

3L 

8  over  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont.Axtells 

Cedar  Waxwing 

I! 

1-30  5 

-100  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

1-30  25-50  Springbrook 

Danner 

II 

17 

75  London ville 

G.M.  &  W.A.  Smith 

(maximum  counts  for  month;  many  reports  of  fewer  individuals) 


Northern  Shrike 

Nov. 

1-29 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

ti 

28 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Myrtle  Warbler 

11 

19L  1  Fredonia 

Miga 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

11 

10 

300  near  Chestnut  Ridge  Pk. 

A.  Freitag 

11 

11 

150  Springbrook 

Danner 

n 

17 

1250  Dunnville,  Ont.  area 

Rosche  et  a.1 

( maximum 

counts  for  month  in  B.O.S.  study  area) 

Rusty  Blackbird 

Nov. 

1-30 

1-15  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Common  Grackle 

11 

5 

300  Springbrook 

Danner 

11 

17 

250  Dunnville,  Ont.  area 

Rosche  et  al 

(maximum 

counts  for  month  in  B.O.S.  study  area) 

Nov, 

22 

26-27 

3  Williamsville 

Wendlings 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

11 

10 

400  near  Chestnut  Ridge  Pk. 

A.  Freitag 

(maximum 

count  for  month  in  B.O.S.  study  area) 

Evening  Grosbeak 

Nov. 

2,9 

2,1  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

11 

5 

21  over  Lockport 

Rosche 

11 

9 

17  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Dorst 

11 

10 

1  Four  Mile  Creek  St. Park 

Ulrichs  et  al 

(104) 
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Evening  Grosbeak 

Nov 

.  19 

2 

Hamburg 

Averys 

tt 

23, 23 

2,1 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ti 

24 

2 

Frewsburg 

Beal 

it 

25 

3 

Williamsville 

Wendlings 

n 

30 

5 

Jamestown 

Beal 

it 

30 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

ti 

30 

1 

over  WTest  Clarksville 

Rosche 

Purple  Finch 

ii 

17L 

2 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Common  Redpoll 

n 

8 

3 

Derby 

Bourne 

Pine  Siskin 

tt 

3,17 

1,2 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

4 

1 

over  Lockport 

Rosche 

it 

10 

8 

Yates 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

24 

5 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Ulrichs  et  al 

Red  Crossbill 

ii 

17 

4 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

White-w.  Crossbill  M 

10 

5 

Wilson  Cemetery 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

10,28 

1,3 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

it 

3 

1 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von  Amims 

tt 

10 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

tt 

12 

1 

Eggertsville 

McKales 

ti 

20-28 

1 

Springbrook 

Danner 

tt 

24-27 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

(more  than 

the 

normal  number  of  November  reports) 

Vesper  Sparrow 

Nov 

.  3 

2 

Friendship 

Rosche,  von  Arnims 

ii 

10 

1 

r^ar  Hoffman 

Ulrichs  et  al 

ii 

10 

1 

rfear  ’Wilson 

Rosche 

ti 

16L 

3 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

(more  than 

the 

usual  number  of  November 

reports) 

Chipping  Sparrow 

Nov, 

9 

1 

Derby 

Brockner 

tt 

9 

2 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ti 

10L 

2 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

(more  than 

the 

^sual  number  of  November 

reports) 

Field  Sparrow 

Nov 

.  2,10 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ii 

19L 

12 

Fredonia 

Miga 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

it 

17 

2 

Belmont 

Burtons 

u 

30 

8 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

30 

16 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

(more  than 

the 

usual  number  of  late  November  reports) 

White-thr* Sparrow  Nov 

.  1-27 

1 

Eggertsville 

McKales 

ii 

10-11 

50 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

n 

10-26 

3-6 

Springbrook 

Danner 

tt 

31 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Fox  Sparrow 

ti 

2 

6 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von  Amims 

it 

2,3 

9 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

tt 

4,6,9  1, 

,1,2 

Eggertsville 

McKale  s 

it 

17 

3 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

(more  common  than  usual  in  early  Nov.;  perhaps  peak  of  flight) 

Song  Sparrow 

Nov 

,  28 

10  Belmont 

Burtons 

Lapland  Longspur 

tt 

13 

3  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

it 

17 

17 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

Snow  Bunting 

it 

12 

100  Wellsville 

Burtons 

tt 

17 

300  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Dorst ,  Sali sbury 

ti 

27,28 

100 

Town  of  Batavia 

Buckland 

(maximum  counts  for  month;  many  records  of  fewer  individuals) 
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Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded:  263 

Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  _ 3 

Total  for  1963:  26o 


BANDING  WARBLERS  -  A  FIVE  YEAR  COMPARATIVE  STUDY 

Wilma  T.  Csont 


Banding  birds  in  any  season  is  always  a  source  of  pleasure  and  interest  to 
a  bander,  but  a  September  and  October  such  as  I  have  just  experienced  is  like 
frosting  on  a  cake.  A  total  of  290  birds  were  banded  during  these  two  months. 


TABLE  1 

NUMBERS  OF  WARBLERS  BANDED  IN  FIVE  YEARS 


1959  I960  1961  1962  1963  Total 

Sp.  Fall  Sp.  Fall  Sp.  Fall  Sp.  Fall  Sp.  Fall  Sp.  Fall 


Golden-winged 

X 

1 

- 

1 

N  ashville 

X 

— 

— 

1 

1 

8 

- 

1 

1 

28 

2 

38 

Orange-crowned 

X 

3 

- 

3 

Tennessee 

X 

1 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35 

— 

37 

Cane  May 

X 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

- 

17 

— 

18 

Yellowl 

Myrtle 

X 

X 

2 

1 

3 

2 

10 

1 

17 

Magnolia 

X 

1 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

- 

6 

— 

8 

Blackburnian 

X 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

— 

2 

Chestnut-sided 

X 

1 

- 

1 

Blackpoll 

X 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

3 

- 

3 

Pine 

X 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1 

- 

4mm 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Palm 

X 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

- 

— 

- 

1 

No.  Waterthrush 

X 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Mourning 

X 

— 

~ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Yellowthroat 

X 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- 

4 

— 

6 

— 

13 

Wilson1 s 

X 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

- 

4 

- 

14 

1 

20 

Canada 

X 

- 

— ■ 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Am.  Redstart 

X 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Totals 

X 

3 

5 

4 

15 

— 

19 

1 

127 

5 

169 

Yearly  Total 

13 

12 

36 

28 

143 

232 

1  Since  all  Yellow  Warblers  were  banded  during  July  and  August,  with  the 

exception  of  one  adult  each  in  May,  I960  and  1963,  two  nestlings  each  in  June  I960 
and  1961  and  two  birds  trapped  on  Sept.  1,  1961,  these  are  not  entered  under  totals 
for  either  spring  or  fall.  They  are,  however,  included  in  the  yearly  total. 
Probably  most  were  local  residents. 
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27B  of  them  between  September  5  and  October  21,  Of  these,  124  were  warblers.  In 
addition,  three  warblers  were  banded  before  September,  making  a  total  of  127 
fall  warblers.  This  total  does  not  include  15  Yellow  Warblers  banded  during  July 
and  August  because  we  had  so  many  nesting  close  by  and  I  suspect  that  most  were 
probably  local  residents.  It  is,  in  fact,  my  experience  with  warblers  that 
prompts  this  report. 

First,  it  should  be  stated  that  this  was  my  fifth  fall  season  of  banding. 
All  birds  banded  were  obtained  in  our  backyard  by  the  use  of  traps  -  I  use  no 
mist  nets.  Our  home  is  located  in  Athol  Springs,  about  nine  miles  southwest  of 
the  center  of  Buffalo  and  about  one-fifth  mile  from  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 
Since  approximately  equal  effort  was  expended  in  each  of  the  five  seasons,  traps 
generally  being  set  whenever  I  was  home  except  in  inclement  weather,  a  fairly 
accurate  comparative  study  could  be  made.  The  habitat  of  our  quite  ordinary  yard 
has  not  changed  materially  in  the  past  five  years,  and  yet,  warbler-wise,  1963 
was  a  bonanza  yearl  Almost  seven  times  the  number  of  the  next  best  fall  season  (19 
in  1962)  were  banded.  This  does  not  include  several  which  escaped  from  the  traps, 
nor  a  considerable  number  which  hung  around  the  traps  at  various  times  without 
entering  them. 


TABLE  2 

TIME  INTERVAL  BETWEEN  BANDING  AND  RE-TRAPPING 


Banded  Re-trapped  Interval 


Golden-winged 

Sept.  5 

Sept.  6 

1  day 

Nashville 

Sept,  6 

Sept .  8 

2  days 

Sept.  29 

Oct.  3 

4  days 

Oct .  2 

Oct.  3 

1  day 

Tennessee 

Sept,  19 

Sept.  23 

4  days 

Sept.  24 

Sept.  26 

2  days 

Sept.  27 

Oct.  3 

6  days 

Cape  May 

Sept.  19 

Sept.  21 

2  days 

Sept.  22 

Sept.  26 

4  days 

Sept.  23 

Sept.  30 

7  days 

Sept.  23 

Sept.  29 

6  days 

Magnolia 

Sept.  14 

Sept.  16 

2  days 

Wilson’ s 

Sept.  5 

Oct.  1 

26  days 

Sept.  S 

Sept .  9 

1  day 

With  the  exception  of  the  Palm  Warbler  which  entered  a  Potter  Trap  in  1962, 
every  warbler  has  been  caught  in  one  of  two  similar  traps  placed  about  two  feet 
apart  under  two  Scotch  Pine  trees.  These  traps,  which  were  never  moved  from  this 
location,  are  of  a  type  usually  referred  to  as  "maze  traps",  with  entrances  at 
ground  level  for  most  birds.  The  warblers,  however,  dropped  through  a  small  hole 
in  the  top  through  which  water,  serving  to  attract  them,  dripped  from  above. 
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Yo  /ill  note  on  Table  1  that  although  birds  must  rest  and  feed  during  the 
day,  even  n  their  spring  flight,  and  might  be  expected  to  be  trapped  at  that  time 
only  fiv  nbing  warolers  were  banded  in  four  years  -  four  in  1961  and  one  in  1963. 
Since  my  _cense  was  nob  issued  until  June  15,  1959,  I  was  not  able  to  band  that 
spring,  ompare  this  figure  of  five  with  the  169  trapped  in  the  fall.  And  while 
we  know  t..it  the  fall  .migration  is  usually  a  more  leisurely  one  than  the  mad  dash 
nortn  in  he  spring,  it  is  interesting  to  find  that  of  14  birds  that  "repeated" 
this  yean  ^nly  three  repeated  the  following  day,  while  four  repeated  two  days 
later;  t  •  ee,  four  days  later;  two,  six  days  later;  one,  seven  days  later;  and 
one,  26  O'-s  lateri  (see  Table  2).  Weather  during  this  period  was  generally 
favorabl  or  continued  migration. 

0-'  flight  be  tempted  to  explain  my  little  backyard  phenomenon  by  concluding 
that  ther  were  more  warblers  in  the  fall  of  1963  than  in  the  previous  four  years. 
But  actualy  it  was  a  rather  poor  year  elsewhere.  In  fact,  as  quoted  from  Harold 
H.  Axteli *  report  of  the  month  of  September,  1963,  ".♦..By  pre-1958  standards 
the  landtrd  migration  was  very  poor  all  month  and  there  were  no  good  days.  Even 
by  post— -t/S  standards,  average  and  below— ave rage  days  were  the  rule,  with  no 
days  tha  ere  much  above  average.  Numbers  of  vireos  and  warblers  were  especially 
low..."  (he  Prothonotary,  Vol.  29,  p.  84).  Interesting,  isn't  it?  -  Beach 
Avenue,  A hoi  Springs,  New  York. 


NOTES  AND  NEWS 


Water  Crow  Roost  Study:  A  statewide  survey  of  winter  roosting  areas  of 
the  Comma  Crow  is  being  undertaken  this  winter.  Information  desired:  1) 
accurate^  stimates  of  the  number  of  birds  using  a  roosting  area;  2)  exact 
location-  f  roosts;  3)  whether  hunting  is  permitted  or  not  on  the  land  where  the 
roosts  ae  situated.  The  results  wall  be  published  in  The  Kingbird.  Please 
send  information  to  the  Regional  Editor  of  The  Kingbird  in  which  roosts  are 
localted  -  Editor 

Nw  Books:  1)  BIRDS  OF  WISCONSIN  by  Owen  J*  Gromme.  To  be  published  early 
in  1964  y  University  of  Wisconsin  Press.  $22.50  ($18.00  if  ordered  before  Feb.  1, 
1964).  )  CAROLINA  LOW  COUNTRY  IMPRESSIONS  by  Alexander  Sprunt,  Jr.  1963.  Devin- 

Adair,  2  E.  26th  St.,  New  York.  $6.95. 

Wlson  Ornithological  Society  Annual  Meeting:  April  30-May  3,  1964  at 
Kalamazo,  Michigan. 

Aierican  Ornithologists'  Union  Annual  Meeting:  August  30-September  4,  1964 
at  Lawrace,  Kansas. 


HIRTY  YEARS:  The  next  issue  of  The  Prothonotary  will  mark  the  beginning 
of  the  tirtieth  year  of  continuous  monthly  publication.  Perhaps  this  is  a  good 
time  to  cknowledge  the  help  and  support  of  all  members  and  friends  who  have  so 
faithfuiy  contributed  in  so  many  ways  to  the  success  of  this  paper.  And  we  hope 
that  in  he  next  thirty  years  many  more  vail  continue  the  traditions  of  The 
Prothoncary  which  have  become  so  much  a  part  of  the  lives  of  many  of  us.  -Editor 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  at  8:00  P.M. 
from  September  through  June  inclusive. 

Jan.  8  -  Joint  meeting  with  Buffalo  Audubon  Society.  Reports  on  the  B.O.S. 

Christmas  Count  by  halter  and  Harriette  Klabunde  and  the  Audubon  Count 
by  Richard  C.  Rosche.  "Recent  Ornithological  Literature"  by  Harold  H. 
Axtell. 

Jan.  22  -  Description  of  B.O.S.  Sectional  Division  7,  including  good  birding 

places  by  a  group  of  speakers.  Chairman,  Edward  L.  Seeber.  Bring  your 
book  of  maps.  Bird  Identification  -  Eiders  by  Art  Schaffner. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Jan.  12  -  Allegany  State  Park  for  Turkeys  and  other  winter  birds.  Meet  8:00  A.M. 

on  Genesee  Street  side  of  City  Hall.  Leader,  James  Braunbems  (call 
Bernard  Nathan,  TF  6-6386). 

Jan.  18  -  Annual  Winter  Waterfowl  Count.  Jan.  18  is  the  target  date.  Contact 
Harold  D.  Mitchell  (NF  3“&6l2)  for  details. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  fifth  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road, 

Lewiston,  N.Y.  14092 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 
EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  4S  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215 
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INDEX  TO  VOLUME  29 


Bird  records  from  the  Noteworthy  Records  Section  and  the  B.O.S.  Bird 
Counts  requiring  written  verification  reports  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds 
of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S. ,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  are 
included  in  this  index. 


Bittern,  Least,  37 
Bluebird,  Eastern,  23 
Bobolink,  42 
Canvasback,  62 
Chukar,  3 

Dormorant,  Di-cr.,  61 
Crossbill,  Red,  88,94 
White-winged,  97 
Dickcissel,  94 

Dowitcher,  Long-billed,  93*96 
Duck,  Harlequin,  21 
Flycatcher,  Acadian,  73 
Olive-sided,  51 
Gallinule,  Purple,  50 
Grebe,  Eared,  102 
Red-necked,  49 
Goshawk,  31*103 
Goose,  Barnacle,  30 
Gull,  Laughing,  3 
Sabine's,  93 
Kinglet,  Ruby-cr.,  78 
Knot,  71 

Loon,  Red-throated,  43 
Meadowlark,  Western,  42,44*53*57*62 
Oldsquaw,  77 
Orioie,  Orchard,  53*62 
Owl,  Boreal,  22,33 
Hawk,  3*13,22 

Phalarope,  Northern,  78,86,93 
Red,  103 
Wilson's,  78,80 


Phoebe,  Eastern,  104 
Pipit,  Water,  33 
Plover,  Golden,  39 
Rail,  King,  50 
Sandpiper,  Baird's,  80 
Buff-breasted,  86 
Purple ,  3 
White-rumped,  80 
Shrike,  Loggerhead,  15 
Northern,  97 
Sparrow,  Fox,  14*15 
Lincoln ' s ,  54*62,89 
White-throated,  62 
Swallow,  Rough-winged,  44 
Swan,  Whistling,  85 
Swift,  Chimney,  40 
Teal,  Blue-winged,  2,31 
Vi re o ,  Wh ite-eyed,  52 
Yellow-throated,  41 
Warbler,  Bl.-thr.  Green,  42 
Blue-winged,  88 
Connecticut,  88 
Kentucky,  62 
Myrtle,  44 
Palm,  53 
Pine,  42,88 
Prairie,  53*88 
Willet  ,  71,30 

Woodpecker,  Black-b.  Three-toed,  104 
No.  Three-toed,  4,14*33*104 
Red-bellied,  62 


Announcements,  81-82 

Banding  Warblers  —  A  Five  Year  Comparative  Study ,  106-108 
Bird  Counts 
April,  43-46 
Christmas,  7-10 
Errata  to:  15 
January  Waterfowl,  17-18 
May,  55-60 
October,  95-99 
Sho rebird,  80-81 

Breeding  Bird  Census  on  the  Lake  Ontario  Plain,  67-68 
Christmas  Bird  Counts  in  B.O.S.  Territory,  5-7 
Downy  Woodpecker  roosting  in  wren  house,  95 


(no) 


INDEX  TO  V6LUME  29  (con't) 


Errata  to  Volume  28,  72 

First  Supplement  to  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontaio 
(B.O.S.,  1961),  25-27 
How  Long  do  Birds  Live?,  46 
In  Memorium  -  K,  Axel  Heilborn,  24 
Loggerhead  Shrike  at  Angola,  N.Y.,  16 

The  Month,  1-2,  12,  20-21,  29,  36,  48,  61,  70,  76,  84,  91,  101 
1963  Nesting  Records,  63-66,  73-74,  79 
Notes  and  News,  10,  27,  35,  46,  82,  108 

Noteworthy  Records,  2-4,  12-15,  21-23,  29-34,  36-42,  48-54,  61-62,  70-72,  77-79, 
84-89,  91-94,  101-106 
Addenda  to:  Vol.  28,  15,54 
Vol.  29,  15 
Errata  to:  Vol.  29,  72 
Observation  of  a  chickadee  nest,  15-16 
Statisticians  Notes,  63 

Summer  Birds  of  Buckhom  Island  State  Park,  16-17 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


December  was  cold  and  stormy.  The  temperature  was  3.8  degrees  below  normal 
and  although  precipitation  was  only  1.83  inches,  1.17  below  the  mean,  snow  fell 
every  day  but  two,  and  there  were  8  to  13  inches  of  snow  on  the  ground  from  the 
10th  to  the  end  of  the  month.  An  ice  bridge  in  the  Niagara  gorge  was  reported  on 
the  28th.  At  the  end  of  the  month  Buffalo's  outer  harbor  had  3  to  5  inches  of  ice, 
and  60$  of  the  surface  of  Lake  Erie  from  Buffalo  to  Point  Abino,  Ontario  was 
frozen. 


December  was  characterized  ornitho logically  mainly  by  the  continuing 
presence  of  unusually  large  sumbers  of  half-hardy  birds  of  many  species,  families, 
and  orders.  A  large  proportion  of  these  remained  probably  because  the  unusually 
mild  weather  of  October  and  November  did  not  produce  sufficient  stimulus  to  incite 
the  migratory  instincts  of  these  individuals  to  fly  farther  south.  Then  after 
their  urge  to  migrate  waned  with  the  passing  of  their  migration  season,  they  could 
only  stay  where  they  were  or  wander  aimlessly  in  search  of  more  adequate  food  and 
shelter.  Also,  there  were  more  than  the  usual  number  of  those  wintering  half¬ 
hardies  that  show  the  usual  signs  of  having  recovered  more  or  less  from  an  injury  - 
signs  such  as  a  slightly  drooping  wing,  a  favored  leg,  or  some  feathers  missing  or 
irrevocably  disarranged.  The  more  lasting  mild  weather  of  late  autumn  and  the 
rapidly  increasing  number  of  bird  feeding  stations  undoubtedly  both  contributed 
significantly  to  the  number  of  recoveries. 

During  previous  Evening  Grosbeak  invasions  there  have  been  few  or  no  reports 
of  these  birds  visiting  feeding  stations  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  area  north  of  an 
east-west  line  through  downtown  Buffalo,  although  they  regularly  come  to  dozens  of 
feeders  south  of  this  line.  In  the  last  previous  invasion,  two  years  ago,  the 
Museum  of  Science  received  information  for  the  first  time  that  these  grosbeaks  were 
visiting  feeders  in  about  six  of  these  more  northern  localities.  Since  the 
beginning  of  the  current  invasion,  however,  the  Museum  has  already  had  word  of 
between  12  and  15  such  northern  localities,  in  addition  to  the  five  listed  in  the 
Noteworthy  Records  in  this  issue.  Most  of  these  "reports"  to  the  Museum  come  from 
persons  wishing  to  learn  the  identity  of  these  "strange"  birds  at  their  feeders. 

All  the  Purple  Sandpipers  were  frequenting  open  water  caused  by  sewage 
outlets  into  Lake  Erie.  The  open  water  area  at  Erie  Beach,  Ontario  was  about  60 
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or  75  feet  long,  and  averaged  less  than  two  feet  wide.  Snow  rose  to  a  depth  of  5 
to  13  inches  at  its  very  margins.  Five  Song  and  five  Swamp  Sparrows  also  depended 
throughout  the  month  on  this  little  oasis,  commonly  wading  in  the  shallow  Wc/ter 
with  the  Purple  Sandpipers. 

Undoubtedly  the  Baltimore  Oriole  and  the  Chipping  Sparrow,  both  regular 
customers  at  feeding  stations  in  Hamburg,  were  the  most  unusual  December  species.  - 
Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Pied-b.  Grebe 

Dec. 

31 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Miga 

D . -cr .  Cormorant 

ti 

1 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Miga 

11 

31 

1  Upper  Niagara  River 

Haultain 

Great  Blue  Heron 

n 

5 

1  Thorold,  Ont. 

F.  Salisbury 

11 

7 

2  Dunkirk 

Miga 

it 

22 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

it 

30 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Whistling  Swan 

H 

8 

51  Chautauqua  Lake 

Pillsbury 

It 

11L 

40  Chautauqua  Lake 

Beal 

Pintail 

II 

4 

1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

Green-w.  Teal 

II 

4 

3  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

Wood  Duck 

"  1-25 

(two  males, 

3  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 
one  female) 

A.  Freitag  ei 

King  Eider 

Dec* 

29 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Dorst,  Hawes 

Surf  Scoter 

11 

i 

4*6 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

II 

29 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Hawes 

Common  Scoter 

It 

30 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Dorst 

Ruddy  Duck 

II 

11 

60  Dewitt ville 

Beal 

Hooded  Merganser 

II 

11L 

4  Dewitt ville 

Beal 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

II 

17,21 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Cooper1 s  Hawk 

II 

7 

1  Wright  Park,  Dunkirk 

Miga 

It 

11 

1  Stowe 

Beal 

II 

17 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

It 

29 

1  Dunkirk 

Beal,  Mealy, 

It 

29 

1  Wellsville 

Burtons 

Rough-1,  Hawk 

11 

1,7 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont, 

Axtells 

II 

5 

2  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

II 

7 

1  Van  Buren  Point 

Miga 

It 

8 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

Marsh  Hawk 

It 

3-31 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

It 

6,8 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

11 

8,15 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

American  Coot 

It 

11 

1  Bemus  Point 

Beal 

(2) 
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American 

Killdeer 


Coot 


Dec 


Common  Snipe 
-* Purple  Sandpiper 


Glaucous  Gull 


Iceland  Gull 
Iceland  Gull 

( L . g . glaucoide  s ) 
Iceland  Gull 
(L.g.kumlieni) 
Gr.  Black-b.  Gull 

Bonaparte 1 s  Gull 
Little  Gull 
Mourning  Dove 


30 
4 
7 

27 
4 

20,21 
27 
27-31 
14F 
29 
29 

«  14 

"  15,29 
"  29 

"  15F,29 
29 

a 


2  Niagara  Falls 
5  Pt.  Colborne,  Ont. 

1  Point  Abino,  Ont. 

1  Dunkirk 

7  Pt.  Colborne,  Ont. 

2,4  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

2  Dunkirk 
2  Dunkirk 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

1  Niagara  Falls 
1  Niagara  Falls 
1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

1,2  Niagara  Falls 

5  Nia.  Falls-Queenston 

1  Niagara  Falls 

2  Lower  Niagara  River 
100  Dunkirk  Harbor 

(50-60  adults,  40-50  immatures) 

Dec.  29  150  Lower  Niagara  River 

11  8L  1  Queenston,  Ont. 

"  5  20  Tho.ro Id,  Ont. 

(maximum  count  for  month;  many  other  records  of 
individuals ) 


!t 


Dorst 

F.  Salisbury 
Emersons 

Beal,  Mealy,  Sundell 
F.  Salisbury 
H.  Axtell 

Beal,  Mealy,  Sundell 
Miga  et  al 
F.  Salisbury 
Ulrichs,  Thorpe 
Dorst,  Salisbury,  Hawes 
F.  Salisbury 
Dorst,  Salisbury  et  al 
Ulrichs,  Thorpe 
Dorst,  Salisbury  et  al 
Ulrichs,  Thorpe 
Pillsbury 

Ulrichs,  Thorpe 
Klabundes 
F.  Salisbury 

fewer 


Short-eared  Owl 

Dec 

:  8 

1  Bedell  Rd,, Grand  Island 

Nutting 

it 

14 

11  Bedell  Rd,, Grand  Island 

Mitchell  et  ai 

Saw-whet  Owl 

IT 

14 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Yellow-sh.  Flicker  "2-19,26 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

It 

11,12 

2  Batavia 

Buckland 

II 

23 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

Red-b.  Woodpecker 

It 

3-31 

2  Batavia 

Buckland 

Y.-b.  Sap sucker 

II 

22 

1  Decew  Falls,  Ont. 

Salisbury s 

No,  Three-toed 

II 

7 

1  Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

Emersons 

Woodpecker 

II 

12 

1  Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell 

(collected;  specimen  now  in  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science) 

Horned  Lark 

(S.a.aloestris) 

Dec 

.  26 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

Horned  Lark 

11 

4-5 

50  Wellsville 

Burtons 

(E.a.praticola) 

it 

26 

20  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

( maximum 

counts  for  month) 

Tufted  Titmouse 

Dec 

.  1-31 

1-3  Derby 

Brockner 

it 

1-31 

2  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

11 

29 

1  Lakewood 

Beal 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

it 

1-3 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

1,15 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

ti 

8 

1  Font hi 11,  Ont. 

Dorst 

it 

12 

1  Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axtell 

ti 

20 

1  Williamsville 

Wendlings 

it 

22-28 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

11 

29 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

Winter  Wren 

11 

5 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

H.  Axtell 

n 

29 

1  Jamestown 

Beal,  Mealy 

Brown  Thrasher 

11 

15 

1  Falconer 

Beal 

Robin 

ti 

4,14 

1,2  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

11 

8,29 

1,6  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst  et  al 

it 

9 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

(3) 
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Robin 

Dec 

9 

11 

11,15 

11 

12 

n 

14 

11 

15,30 

tt 

22 

11 

29 

Cedar  Waxwing 

it 

12-16 

11 

21-26 

(maximum 

Northern  Shrike 

Dec 

1 

11 

1-17 

it 

15 

11 

27 

11 

29 

Myrtle  Warbler 

it 

5 

11 

8 

it 

14 

E*  Meadowlark 

it 

1,21 

«  - 

4,5,20 

"6 

,12,13 

it 

26 

ti 

28 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

11 

1-31 

11 

2-31 

11 

2 

11 

4-26 

it 

6 

it 

16-18 

tt 

22 

Baltimore  Oriole 

Dec 

.  1-19 

(see  not* 

Rusty  Blackbird 

Dec 

1 

n 

22-31 

Common  Crackle 

ti 

1 

•’2 

,10-13 

tt 

4,5,24 

ti 

7 

11 

23 

11 

29 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

11 

1-31 

tt 

3-6 

11 

3,9 

n 

12-14 

11 

16 

11 

24 

Evening  Grosbeak 

it 

1-31 

it 

1-31 

tt 

2-31 

n 

4-31 

ti 

5 

tt 

6,29 

tt 

9,11 

it 

10 

11 

14,15 

1  Falconer 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 
1  Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

1  Springbrook 
1  Hamburg 

1  Decew  Fails,  Ont. 

1  Lakewood 
21-26  Springbrook 
1-25  Belmont 
counts  for  the  month) 

1  West  Clarksville 

2  Rose  Kill  Road,  Ont. 
1  Derby 
1  Falconer 
1  Town  of  Porter 
1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 
1  Belmont 

6  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont* 
50  Wellsville 
25  Wellsville 

6  Belmont 

2  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 
9  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

1-2  Belmont 

2  Williainsville 
1  Jamestown 
1  Allegany  State  Park 
1  Springbrook 
1  Decew  Falls,  Ont. 

1  Hamburg 
below) 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

1  Belmont 

2  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 
2  Williamsville 
2  Belmont 
4  Ridgeway,  Ont. 

1  Williamsville 
1  Belmont 

1-5  Rose  Kill  Road,  Ont. 
1-10  Belmont 
1  Hamburg 
1  Hamburg 

1  Lewiston 

2  Silver  Creek 

1- 15  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

2- 40  Belmont 
1-13  Lewiston 
1-24  Hamburg 

3  Thorold,  Ont. 

6,1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 
4,5  Hamburg 

1  Springbrook 
1  Derby 


Beal 

Axtells 

Andrle,  Axtell 

Danner 

Bourne 

Salisburys 

Beal 

Danner 

Burtons 

Rosche,  von  Amims 

Axtells 

Brockner 

Beal,  Mealy,  Sundell 
Ulrichs,  Thorpe 
Axtells 
Burtons 

Mitchell,  Salisbury  et  al 

Axtells 

Burtons 

Burtons 

Burtons 

Dorst 

Axtells 

Burtons 

Wendlings 

Beal 

Brockner 
Danner 
Salisburys 
Bourne  et  al 

Axtells 

Burtons 

Axtells 

Wendlings 

Burtons 

Emersons 

Wendlings 

Burtons 

Axtells 

Burtons 

Bourne 

Andrle s 

Klabundes 

Hesselbart 

Axtells 

Burtons 

Klabundes 

Andrle s 

F.  Salisbury 

Dorst 

Bourne 

Danner 

Brockner 
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Evening  Grosbeak 

Dec.  22 

7  Decew  Falls,  Ont. 

"  22 

10  Derby 

««  24 

33  Silver  Creek 

«  29 

5  Falconer 

Purple  Finch 

«  15 

1  Rcse  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

»  24,26 

3,4  Bslmont 

Common  Redpoll 

«  12 

15  Eden 

"  14 

2  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

»  30 

4  Allegany  State  Park 

Pine  Siskin 

"  8 

3  Rose  H3.ll  Road,  Ont. 

"  14 

2  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

White-w.  Crossbill  M  2 

4  Allegany  State  Park 

«  8 

14  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

"  12 

3  Hamburg 

”  12 

2  Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

»  8 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

»  8-31 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

*Slate-c.  Junco 

"  6-31 

1-3  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

(J.h.cismont anus) (one  specimen  collected;  now  located 

Science) 

^Oregon  Junco 

Dec .10-29 

1  Belmont 

Chipping  Sparrow 

Dec. 11-31 

1  Hamburg 

Field  Sparrow 

Dec.  14 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

«  1-31 

10  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

«  8,26 

9,41  St»  Catharines,  Ont. 

M  13,24 

1  Belmont 

«  25 

1  Belmont 

White-thr.  Sparrow  11  1-31 

3  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

«  1-31 

1-2  Lewiston 

"  10-31 

1-2  Belmont 

«  13-29 

1  Derby 

»  22 

2  Decew  Falls,  Ont. 

«  29 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

n  31 

1  Springbrook 

Fox  Sparrow 

Dec, 14-31 

1-2  Hamburg 

Dec, 15 -18 

1  Dunkirk 

Swamp  Sparrow 

Dec.  1-31 

5  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

»  15 

1  Springbrook 

»  15 

2  Clarence 

Lapland  Longspur 

"  26 

8  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Snow  Bunting 

"  4 

50  Wellsville 

Addenda  to  1963  Records: 

Red-n.  Grebe 

Jan.  22 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

-^Glossy  Ibis  sp. 

Mar.  31 

1  Walcott sville  Sinks 

Y . ~sh .  Flicker 

Jan,  4 

1  Brocton 

Carolina  Wren 

Jan .  20 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Myrtle  Warbler 

Jan.  7 

6  Brocton 

Wha-cr.  Sparrow 

Jan.  22 

2  Bear  Lake 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded: 
Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this 
Total  for  1963: 


Salisbury s 

Brockner 

Hesselbart 

Beal,  Mealy,  Sundell 

Axtells 

Burtons 

Bourne 

Mitchell  et  al 

Brockner 

Axtells 

1  "itch ell  et  si 
Brockner 
Axi:  ells 
Bourne 

Andrle,  Axtell 
Dorst 
Axtells 
Axtells 

in  Buffalo  Museum  of 

Burtons 
Andrle s 

Mitchell  et  al 

Axtells 

Dorst 

Burtons 

Burtons 

Axtells 

Klabundes 

Burtons 

Brockner 

Salisbury s 

Dorst,  Hawes,  Salisbury 
Danner 

Csont,  Passinault 

Mi  gas 

H.  Axtell 

Danner 

Ulrichs 

Dorst 

Burtons 


Buck,  Bates 
Freund  et  al 
Buck,  Bates 
Hawes,  Dorst 
Buck,  Bates 
Buck,  Bates 

266 
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1963  CHRISTMAS  BIRD  COUNTS  IN  B.O.S.  TERRITORY 

The  following  pages  present  the  results  of  six  Christinas  Bird  Counts 
taken  within  the  boundaries  of  the  B.O.S.  Study  area,  December  22  through  January 
1,  as  sumbitted  by  the  Compilers  for  each  count.  We  acknowledge  the  cooperation 
of  the  Allegany  County  observers  (Scio  Count);  Dr.  Stephen  W.  Eaton  (Olean  Count); 
the  Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Pillsbury,  Compiler;  Mr.  Richard 
Miga  (Dunkirk  Count);  and  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  (Hamburg-East  Aurora  Count). 
The  table  is  adapted  from  those  published  in  past  years  by  the  Hamilton 
Naturalists'  Club. 


Scio 

t 

t 

_ 

— 

! 

Olean 

— 

|  Jamestown 

1 

1 

i 

j  Dunkirk 

j  Hamburg- 
’  E»  Aurora 

j Buffalo 

Date  •  Dec. 28 

Dec, 29  [  Dec, 29 

Jan.l 

Jan.l 

Dec .22 

Number  of  Observers 

83 

SI_ 38  

3 

122 

43 

Radius  Size  -  Miles 

Zlj 

7g 

7i 

7 i 

w~ 

74 

Common  Loon 

1 

Horned  Grebe 

6 

7 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

1 

1 

1 

1 

D.-cr.  Co rmorant 

I - 

1 

Great  Blue  Heron 

1  1 

4 

Canada  Goose 

2! 

Mallard 

. 3 

6 

574 

Black  Duck 

i 

1 

.  175 

943 

Pintail 

.  36 

Green-w.  Teal 

1 

American  Widgeon 

. . . .  .  . 

16 

Wood  Duck 

tC 

. 3 

Redhead 

“T- 

25 

90 

Ring-necked  Duck 

! 

2 

Canvasback 

1! 

100 

8989 

Greater  Scaup 

ij 

20 

1769 

Lesser  Scaup 

1 

Common  Goldeneye 

■ 

..  ......  H 

..2  .  25 

16 

2979 

Bufi'lehead 

1 

12 

234  . 

Oldsquaw 

! 

 .  i . 

102 

King  Eider 

1 

_ 

5 

White-w.  Scoter 

s  ; 

1 

2 

Surf  Scoter 

ix 

1 

3 

Ruddy  Duck 

;  ...  |  . 

1 

Hooded  Merganser 

!  2 

6 

Common  Merganser 

i  1 

35 

1866 

Red-br.  Merganser 

4 1 

146 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

1 

j 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

3 

2!  2 

4 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

TT  1" 

20 

49 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

i  1 . 

1 

5 

Marsh  Hawk 

* 

1 

1 

Sparrow  Hawk 

u\ XT 

_ 

16 

28 

Ruffed  Grouse 

_ n, 

ii  T1 

i 

Ring-n.  Pheasant 

13!  !  20. 

Hli 804 

108 
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Scio 

Olean 

! 

i 

James!  own  j  Dunkirk 

1 

i 

I 

Hamburg- 
E, Aurora 

Buffalo 

Pate 

Dec  28 

Dec. 29 

Dec  ,29  f  Jan*l 

.  J  an „ 1  i  Dec, 22 

Turkey 

6 

! 

1 

. 

American  Coot 

1 

3 

Camion  Snipe 

i 

1 

L 

Purple  Sandpiper 

r  2 

4 

Glaucous  Gull 

7 

1  e eland  Gull 

2 

Gr .  Black-  lo 3  Gull 

25  : 

224 

Herring  Grfill  !  9  ; 

1 

75 

23827 

R  ink  billed  Gull  j 

250 

2840 

Bonaparte • s  Gull 

74 

Mourning  Dove  1  19 

T 

7 

38 

63 

Barn  Owl 

2 

Screech  Owl  i  1  , 

1 

3 

1 

Great  Horned  Owl  j  j 

^ . 

2 

Snowy  Owl  !  1  f 

1 

Long-eared  Owl 

2 

Short-eared  Owl 

13 

Belted  Kingfisher  j  8  j  2 

*  1 

2 

1 

Y  eliow-sh .  Flicker 

5 

File at ed  Woodpecker  ?  1  ; 

5 

Bed-bellied  Woodpecker; 

1 

2 

Red-headed  Woodpecker  J 

5 

Y  ellow-b,  Sapsucker 

i 

Hairy  Woodpecker  !  72 

2j 

47 

5 

46 

19 

Downy  Woodpecker  !  106 

10 ] 107 

7 

196 

r  131  

Horned  Lark 

10 

5 

1 

3 

Blue  Jay 

485  i  33 

106 

.  5 

402 

190 

Common  Crow  j  199  1  92 

9 

3 

384 

4  275 . . 

Biack-c.  Chickadee  448  1  102 

428 

11 

741 

fbl 

Tufted  Titmouse 

|  . 

6 

2 

4 

White-breasted  Nuthatct 

131  j  15 

97 

L  3  

160 

61 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

T 

-  -  -  (  -  -  ^ 

1 

21 

8 

Brown  Creeper 

1  |  2 

17 

11 

20 

Winter  Wren 

1 

2 

Mockingbird 

1 

Brown  Thrasher 

2 

Robin  J  1  j  If  5 

j 

8 

Goiden-cr,  Kinglet  j  i  2  j  7 

1  1  25 

32 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

"  j 1 

1 

1 

Cedar  Waxwing  i  75  i  8 

13  1  14 

16 

Northern  Shrike  !  1 

2 

3 

6 

Starling  !  605 

218 

846 

77 

1033 

32786 

Myrtle  Warbler  j 

: 

2 

5 

House  Sparrow 

1105  i  244 

507 

200 

3389 

1893 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

4  S 

6 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

9  r  . .  .  4. 

.  .9  

2 

4 

Rusty  Blackbird 

1 

1 

- . — i 
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- - - - ! - 

!  Scio 

1 

! 

| 

Ole  an 

Jamestown 

Dunkirk 

1 

Hamburg-  |  BuffaJ 

E. Aurora  j 
f 

Date  1  Dec, 28 

Dec. 29 

Dec. 29 

Jan.l 

Jan.l  Dec.,22 

Common  Grackle 

13 

■ 

- 

7  . 

1 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

21 

. 

..... .  1 

5 

fC 

Cardinal 

118 

L  13 

118 

7 

218 

4"! 

Evening  Grosbeak 

641 

57l 

196 

295 

5 

Purple  Finch 

3  | 

3 

Common  Redpoll 

| 

1 

16 

Pine  Siskin 

2  j 

20 

6 

American  Goldfinch 

16  l  7 

3 

35 

221 

183 

Red  Crossbill 

27 

White-w.  Crossbill 

10 

2 

48 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

1  1 

1 

4 

Slate-c.  Junco 
( J . h . ci smont  anus ) 

243  < 

62 

I64 

12 

722 

156 

1 

Oregon  Junco 

.  .  1  , 

1 

Tree  Sparrow 

no 

245 

26 

1008 

873 

Chipping  Sparrow 

► 

.j 

1' 

Field  Sparrow 

n 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

2 

4  \ 

11 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

9! 

[ 1 

2 

17  ‘ 

.3. 

Fox  Sparrow 

-1 

-L 

1  , 

3 . J 

-■ 

Swamp  Sparrow 

6 

Song  Sparrow 

30 

9 

29 

14 

58 

51 

Snow  Bunting 

189 

105 

24 

5 

TOTAL  SPECIES 

TOTAL  INDIVIDUALS 

45 

5164 

36 

1048 

51 

3166 

33 

n92 

49 

k00l6 

86 

82187 

THOUGHTS  FROM  THE  STATISTICIANS  ABOUT  VERIFYING  WRITE-UPS 

Robert  F.  Andrle  and  Harold  H.  Axtell 


All  of  us,  as  members  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  have  an  interest 
in  furthering  knowledge  of  birds  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region.  One  of  the  best 
ways  we  can  accomplish  this  is  by  submitting  our  ooservations  to  the  Society  for 
the  permanent  records  and  for  publication.  The  constantly  changing  seasonal  and 
yearly  picture  of  bird  life  in  the  region  is  only  one  of  many  phases  about  which 
contributions  can  be  made  by  observant  field  birders.  Individual  observations  and 
Society  projects  which  have  been  published  in  The  Prothonotary  over  the  years  and 
upon  which  forthcoming  publications  will  be  largely  based  show  this  very  clearly. 

The  present  statisticians,  as  well  as  those  who  have  earlier  served  in  this 
capacity,  find  their  monthly  perusal  of  records  an  interesting  task.  An  often 
time  consuming  task  it  is,  usually  more  so  for  the  compiler,  and  more  than  once  in 
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it 


hho  spring  and  fail  migration  periods  a  slight  lament  is  heard  about  the  time 
will  take  to  go  over  the  many  records.  These  complaints,  however,  stem  merely  .from 
the  pressure  of  so  many  things  to  do  these  busy  days.  The  truth  is  that  the 
statisticians  would  like  to  receive  more  records  ail  through  the  year.  In  this 

rogard  the  thought  most  often  expressed  is  regret  that  more  observations  have  not 
been  submitted  each  month. 


Among  the  records  received  are  frequently  some  accompanied  by  verifying 
write-ups  which,  as  we  all  know,  are  designed  to  enhance  the  reliability  of  the 
Societj 1 s  permanent  records  for  the  future.  The  majority  of  these  write-ups  ere 
accepted  and  the  records  published  and  incorporated  in  the  files.  Almost  every 
month,  however,  observations  are  received  which  require  verification,  but  are  not 
accompanied  by  write-ups.  The  statisticians  find  this  very  disappointing  not 
C'nly  because  of  their  wish  for  more  observations,  but  because  such  records,  which 
must  be  turned  down,  constitute  a  distinct  loss  to  the  Society.  We  recall  that  on 
a  recent  month  sixteen  records  had  to  be  rejected  for  lack  of  verification.  Many 
of  these  were  of  great  interest  and  some  could  easily  have  been  written  up 
satisfactorily  because  they  were  of  distinctly  marked  common  species.  To  determine 
in  the  Euffalo  Ornithological  Society  Date  Guide  if  an  observation  requires 
verification  and  to  write  it  up  adequately  takes  time.  The  statisticians  must  also 
take  time  to  examine  it.  We  think  it  well  worth  the  effort  if  one  considers 
write-ups  objectively  in  terms  of  scientific  value.  Society  support,  personal 
interest,  interest  to  other  members,  and  the  satisfaction  and  recognition  gained 
by  the  observer. 

Some  of  the  records  lacking  verification  come  from  new  members  or 
corresponding  members  in  distant  places  in  the  region  who  may  not  be  aware  of  the 
Society's  procedures.  We  urge  any  member  who  does  not  have  a  Date  Guide,  or  wishes 
to  know  more  about  our  verification  system  to  contact  the  statisticians. 

A  system  of  verification  cannot  be  perfect,  and  this  applies  to  the  one 
adopted  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  as  well  as  those  used  in  other  bird 
clubs.  The  Society's  system,  however,  is  considered  to  be  the  most  effective 
possible  within  the  framework  of  the  organization.  The  statisticians  make  a 
sincere  effort  to  evaluate  every  verifying  report.  This  involves  a  thorough 
analysis  of  all  information  supplied  and  a  consideration  of  everything  which  may 
have  a  bearing  on  the  observation.  Although  as  a  general  rule  the  more  detailed  a 
report  is,  the  more  likely  it  is  to  be  satisfactory,  it  is  remarkable  how  few 
details  need  be  given  to  write-up  many  species  adequately.  Some  write-ups  need 
only  one  or  two  additional  details  to  make  them  acceptable.  A  concsious  effort 
to  note  as  many  parts  of  a  bird  as  possible  during  the  time  it  is  under  observation, 
and  a  faithful  transmission  of  these  impressions  to  the  write-up  is  the  core  of  an 
adequate  verification.  The  more  aspects  of  a  bird  that  are  well  described,  the 
more  liklihood  there  is  of  establishing  certain  identity  to  the  exclusion  of 
similiar  species  even  though  the  observer  is  not  aware  of  the  latter's  characters. 

The  foregoing  two  sentences  embody  general  concepts  of  great  importance  in 
all  verification.  Since  each  observation,  however,  differs  in  one  or  more  ways 
involving  such  variable  factors  as  weather,  light  position,  optical  equipment, 
observer,  and  the  species  itself,  it  is  impossible  for  a  person  to  learn  how  to 
make  a  complete  write-up  from  only  general  rules.  He  must,  in  addition  to  adapting 
such  rules  to  the  particular  observation,  use  his  own  knowledge  of  how  to  observe 
consciously  a  bird  in  the  field  with  the  purpose  in  mind  of  writing  its 
description.  This  will  help  even  when  the  bird  under  observation  is  not  known, 
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but  by  learning  more  about  the  identification  of  more  species  (including 
extraterritorial  kinds)  he  will  greatly  develop  his  ability  to  describe  his 
observation  well.  In  addition  to  this  personal  effort  we  can  all  profit  Ivon,  the 
talks  at  Society  meetings  on  identification  of  difficult  species,  and  the  progr&JW 
at  which  verification  write-ups  are  discussed. 

Many  write-ups  are  accepted  or  rejected  for  very  evident  reasons.  In  others 
the  acceptance  or  rejection  is  based  on  minor  points  or  shades  of  meaning.  The 
statisticians  are  very  willing  to  discuss  a  verification  write-up  if  a  member 
wishes  to  do  so.  In  order  to  explain  satisfactorily  some  of  the  reasons  to  those 
who  request  it,  however,  the  present  statisticians  believe  it  is  best,  if  possible, 
to  do  so  personally  with  the  write-up  in  hand.  Of  course,  other  means  must  be 
employed  at  times,  with  members  living  in  distant  places  in  the  region.  In  order 
to  keep  the  above  points  in  mind,  and  especially  to  inform  future  new  members,  a 
note  will  be  included  frequently  in  The  Prothonotary.  With  these  thoughts  the 
statisticians  hope  they  have  contributed  something  of  value  to  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society.  An  increase  in  records  sent  in  and  more  verifying 
write-ups  received  would  lead  us  to  think  that  this  is  so,  and  most  importantly 
would  contribute  toward  the  efforts  we  are  all  making,  as  members  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society,  to  learn  more  about  and  to  enjoy  the  birds  of  our  region.  - 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


GENERAL  NOTES 


Notes  on  a  December  oriole c  -  Shortly  before  sunrise  on  Decemberl,  1963,  I 
came  downstairs  to  pick  up  the  Sunday  paper.  From  force  of  habit,  I  glanced 
through  a  dining  room  window  at  the  feeder.  In  the  dim  light,  something  flew  up 
from  the  ground  -  something  with  a  flash  of  yellow  and  orange.  As  the  bird  perched 
not  ten  feet  from  where  I  stood,  I  could  see  that  it  must  be  an  oriole. 

It  was  still  there  when  dawn  finally  came.  And,  as  luck  would  have  it,  it 
remained  until  Robert  Andrle  arrived  in  response  to  an  urgent  appeal  over  the 
telephone.  We  looked  it  over  carefully  and  decided  that  it  was  definitely  a 
Baltimore  Oriole  in  the  plumage  of  a  female. 

There  are  two  other  feeding  stations  very  near  my  home,  and  winter  birds 
have  the  habit  of  making  the  rounds.  I  telephoned  both  stations  to  be  on  the 
alert  for  the  new  visitor  and  was  told  that  a  bird  answering  the  description  had 
been  sighted  at  the  station  nearest  me  on  November  30 . 

From  about  December  2  on,  the  oriole  made  fairly  routine  coverage  of  the 
three  stations,  finally  spending  a  great  deal  more  time  at  Helen  Brown’s  than  at 
mine.  Starlings  had  become  a  nuisance  at  my  little  set-up,  and  were  almost 
constantly  after  the  suet. 

The  oriole  was  just  plain  ravenous  at  the  start,  and  it  was  rather  amusing  to 
see  its  tail  protruding  from  the  top  of  the  food  box,  as  it  went  in,  almost  upside 
down,  to  ursurp  the  entire  source  of  supply.  This  puzzled  me  for  a  moment,  until 
I  realized  that  the  seed  was  the  Audubon  mix  coated  with  suet .  It  was  also  not 
unusual  to  see  it  perched  head  down  on  the  suet  log  while  vigorously  attacking 
the  suet. 
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•  b"rd  appeared  to  De  in  Good  condition.  It  was  very  active  and  aggress  r-a 
especially  when  a  House  -Sparrow  cr  \wc  would  challenge  its  right  to  survive.  On 
such  occasions  I  saw  it  square  oj.Y  and  pick  belligerently  at  the  inter] opens. 

length  of^he^lock11  ^  1  ^  ^  SeVeral  long  flights  at  least  half  the 
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Northern  winters  however,  were  not  made  for  orioles.  As  time  wore  on,  the 
bird  became  progressively  less  active.  It  was  seen  daily  by  at  least  one  of  us  and 
observations  were  carefully  compared.  It  developed  a  habit  of  drooping  one  vdrl- 
sometunes  both-  and  would  also  perch  motionless  -or  long  periods  of  time.  One  day 

It' TYed  3  deft1  S?1V®5'  °r  trelaor’  ^  it  perched  near  my  feeder.  At  that  time 
its  diet  was  solely  suet.  There  is  seme  evidence  that  it  sampled  snowberries 

> ii£§_rJ2£S  sp.),  but  we  saw  it  eat  only  at  the  feeders.  Red  Cedars 
( Juniperus  virginiana)  were  near  at  hand,  but  I  found  no  berries  on  the  trees. 

.  ,  Helen  (Mrs.  Sydney  F.  Brown)  reported  that  it  liked  bread  and  would  also 
pick  at  raisins.  She  was  not  sure  that  it  actually  ate  the  raisins,  however.  I 
put  out  more  suet  but  that  only  attracted  more  Starlings.  Toward  the  end  we  all 
agreed  that  suet  was  its  sole  food. 


On  December  19,  a  snowy  day,  a  phone  call  came  from  Helen  indicating  that 
the  oriole  had  fallen  backwards  off  its  perch  into  the  snow.  I  waded  down  there 
and  picked  it  up  -  before  the  snow  could  cover  it.  The  bird  was  still  warm.  But 
it  was  all  oyer  and  I  kept  the  specimen  until  Andrle  took  it  to  the  Buffalo 

Museum  of  Science.  There  it  was  made  into  a  study  skin  and  dissection  proved  it 
to  be  a  female.  -  Thomas  L.  Bourne,  262  Long  Avenue,  Hamburg,  New  York. 


ORGANIZATION  ACT  WITTES 

Report  of _the  Thirty- fifth  B.Q.S,  Christmas  Bird  Count 
Data:  December  22,  1963 

fL.rea:  Centering  on  Grand  Island,  including  both  branches  of  the  Niagara 
River  and  adjacent  territory,  from  the  gorge  below  the  Falls  to  Fort  Erie  and 
Buffalo . 

SgathfH  Overcast  to  partly  cloudy  with  wind  from  WNW  at  0-5  m.p.h.; 
temperature  25  to  3<-  degrees  F;  snow  depth  6-10n .  Most  creeks  and  ponds  frozen 
but  Niagara  River  contained  little  ice. 

Coverage:  43  observers 

Territories  and  Observers: 

A.  Canada:  Rainbow  Bridge  south  to  Welland  River,  and  Niagara  River 
west  to  M.C.R.R.,  Portage  Road,  and  area  boundary.  -  Pd  ward  L,,  Seeber.  Wilma 
Seeber,  Joe  Grzybowski,  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  James  Braunberns,  Fred  "Salisbury, 
Edward  Williams. 

B.  Canada:  Welland  River  south  to  Black  Creek,  and  Niagara  River 

west  to  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  and  area  boundary.  -  Robert  F.  Andrle,  Frank  Folemsbee. 
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Vol.  30,  No.  1  -  B.O.S.  Christmas  Bird  Count  (con't) 


C.  Canada:  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  west  to  area  boundary  and  south  to  Bowen 
Road.  -  Harold  Freund 


D.  Canada:  Black  Creek  south  to  Peace  Bridge,  and  Niagara  River  west  to 
Queen  Elizabeth  Way.  -  Harold  D,  Mitchell.  Carl  Mrozek,  Dr*  R.L.  Summerville, 

David  Thompson 

E.  Canada:  Bowen  Road  south  to  area  boundary  and  east  to  Queen  Elizabeth 
Way  and  Niagara  River.  -  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Rachel  C.  Axtell,  David  M.  Bigelow, 
Matilda  D.  Bigelow 

F.  Porter  Road,  Hyde  Park  Blvd.,  Pine  Avenue,  and  Main  St.  south  to 
Niagara  River,  including  Goat  and  Cayuga  Islands,  and  east  to  Military  Road.  - 
William  C.  Vaughan.  John  B.  Vaughan 

G.  Military  Road  southeast  to  N.Y.  State  barge  canal,  and  Niagara  River 
northeast  to  area  boundary.  -  Marie  Wendling,  Margaret  Wendling,  Nancie  Greenman 

H.  Sheridan  Blvd.  north  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal,  and  Niagara  River 
east  to  area  boundary.  -  Alice  Dietrich,  Martin  Dietrich,  Gertrude  Wrebster,  Albert 
Wright  III 

J.  Sheridan  Blvd.  east  and  south  to  area  boundary,  west  to  Niagara  River. - 
Alice  McKale,  Willard  McKale,  Dr.  Arthur  Freitag 

K.  Grand  Island:  West  of  Stony  Point  Road,  north  of  Huth  and  Long  Roads 
to  Niagara  River.  -  Richard  C.  Rosche,  Lincoln  Nutting 

L.  Grand  Island:  Huth  and  Long  Roads  south  to  Whitehaven  Road,  and  Stony 
Point  Road  west  to  Niagara  River.  -  Whitney  Mallam.  Bonnie  Mallam 

M.  Grand  Island:  East  of  Stony  Point  Road  and  north  of  Whitehaven  Road 
to  Niagara  River.  -  Alice  Ulrich,  Edward  Ulrich 

N.  Grand  Island:  Whitehaven  Road  south  to  Love  Road,  Baseline  Road  west 
to  Niagara  River.  -  Wilma  Csont,  Lynn  Rochester 

O.  Grand  Island:  Whitehaven  Road  south  to  Love  Road,  Baseline  Road  east 
to  Niagara  River.  -  Harriette  Klabunde ,  Walter  Klabunde 

P.  Grand  Island:  Love  Road  south  to  Spaulding  Road,  from  east  branch  to 
west  branch  of  Niagara  River.  -  Richard  Freitag 

Q.  Grand  Island:  South  of  Spaulding  Road;  all  of  Beaver  Island  State 
Park.  -  Frances  H.  Rew,  Frances  Rathbun 


Soecies  Recorded:  Figures  indicate  the  number  of  birds  seen;  letters  in 
parentheses  indicate  territories  where  the  species  was  observed  when  it  was  seen 
in  three  or  fewer  territories.  Figures  in  the  second  and  third  columns  indicate 
the  maximum  and  median  number  of  birds  recorded  in  the  previous  thirty-four 
Christmas  Bird  Counts. 
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Vol.  30,  No.  1  -  B.0.3.  Christmas  Bird  Count  (con’t) 


Species 

Number 

Maximum 

Median 

Common  Loon 

1 

(F) 

13 

0 

Horned  Grebe 

7 

(A,B,D) 

28 

1 

Fled- -billed  Grebe 

1 

(B) 

5 

0 

Dcuble-cr.  Cormorant 

1 

(e) 

2 

0 

Great  Blue  Heron 

4 

(M,Q) 

20 

1 

Mallard 

574 

778 

186 

33ack  Duck 

943 

1922 

808 

Print  al  I 

36 

80 

9 

Green- -winged  Teal 

1 

(J) 

12 

0 

American  Widgeon 

16 

(A5Q) 

52 

0 

Wood  Duck 

3 

(J) 

1 

0 

Redhead 

90 

255 

7 

Ring  necked  Duck 

2 

(A,K) 

19 

0 

Canvasback 

8989 

12275 

908 

Greater  Scaup 

1769 

8950 

1366 

Lesser  Scaup 

1 

(E) 

35 

0 

Common  Goldeneye 

2979 

4885 

2011 

Buf' 1. behead 

234 

270 

35 

Old squaw 

102 

(D) 

269 

48 

King  Eider 

5 

5 

0 

White-winged  Scoter 

2 

(D) 

20 

2 

Surf  Scoter 

3 

(A,E,K) 

4 

0 

Ruddy  Duck 

1 

(B) 

3 

0 

Hooded  Merganser 

6 

(A,D) 

40 

1 

Common  Merganser 

1866 

6636 

568 

Red-br,  Merganser 

146 

1070 

94 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

49 

59 

8 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

5 

27 

5 

Marsh  Hawk 

1 

(0) 

30 

1 

S  narrow  Hawk 

28 

106 

31 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

108 

910 

185 

American  Coot 

3 

(A) 

7 

0 

Purple  Sandpiper 

4 

(E) 

1 

0 

Glaucous  Gull 

7 

(A,E,F) 

9 

2 

Iceland  Gull 

2 

(A) 

6 

0 

Great  Black-b.  Gull 

224 

198 

29 

Herring  Gull 

23827 

18744 

3188 

Ring-billed  Gull 

2840 

9019 

115 

B  onapart  e * s  Gull 

74 

8607 

1289 

Mourning  Dove 

63 

(0) 

67 

3 

Screech  Owl 

1 

12 

2 

Great  Horned  Owl 

2 

(E) 

12 

1 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

(H) 

4 

0 

Long-eared  Owl 

2 

(E) 

6 

0 

Short-eared  Owl 

13 

(A) 

45 

1 

Belted  Kingfisher 

1 

5 

0 

Yellow-shafted  Flicker 

5 

(BjP) 

8 

1 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

5 

12 

0 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

1 

(J) 

1 

0 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

19 

19 

9 

Downy  Woodpecker 

131 

(F) 

96 

40 

Horned  Lark  (E.a.praticola) 

3 

226 

1 
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Vol.  3 0,  No.  1  -  B.C.5.  Christmas  Bird  Count  (con’t) 


Species 

Number 

Maximum 

Median 

Blue  Jay 

190 

142 

36 

Common  Crow 

275 

5030 

264 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

361 

346 

118 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

61 

6l 

24 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

8 

13 

0 

Brown  Creeper 

20 

37 

0 

Winter  Wren 

2 

(E,G) 

4 

0 

Brown  Thrasher 

2 

(M) 

1 

0 

Robin 

8 

8 

0 

Golden- crowned  Kinglet 

32 

65 

16 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

1 

(H) 

1 

0 

Cedar  Waxwing 

16 

17 

0 

Northern  Shrike 

6 

5 

1 

Starling 

32786 

24681 

209 

Myrtle  Warbler 

5 

(a,  l,  q) 

3 

0 

House  Sparrow 

1893 

2577 

977 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

6 

(B,c) 

10 

1 

Red- winged  Blackbird 

4 

(A,E,G) 

12 

0 

Common  Grackle 

1 

(D) 

4 

0 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

2 

(D) 

14 

0 

Cardinal 

51 

46 

9 

Evening  Grosbeak 

5 

(E,K) 

25 

0 

Common  Redpoll 

14 

(A,J) 

34 

0 

Pine  Siskin 

6 

(B) 

9 

0 

American  Goldfinch 

188 

7 

0 

Rufous- sided  Towhee 

'4 

(E,Q) 

3 

0 

Slate-colored  Junco 

156 

119 

27 

( J . h . cismontanus ) 

1 

(E) 

Oregon  Junco 

1 

(H) 

2 

0 

Tree  Sparrow 

873 

1044 

298 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

11 

(E,G) 

1 

0 

White-throated  Sparrow 

3 

(E,K) 

5 

0 

Swamp  Sparrow 

6 

(E,K) 

21 

1 

Song  Sparrow 

51 

23 

7 

Snow  Bunting 

5 

(E,K) 

614 

1 

TOTAL  SPECIES 

86 

76 

52 

TOTAL  INDIVIDUALS 

82187 

86428  (1959) 

Comments;  In  addition  to  having  observed  the  record  high  number  of  species, 
it  is  interesting  to  note  that  24  species  were  observed  in  numbers  equal  or  greater 
than  ever  before.  Of  these  the  goldfinch  and  White-crowned  Sparrow  are  the  most 
outstanding.  Only  five  species  were  reported  in  less  than  normal  numbers.  The 
Cooper’s  Hawk  was  the  only  species  absent  from  the  normal  list  and  the  Bonaparte’s 
Gull  was  the  only  species  whose  number  was  significantly  low.  In  the  thirty-four 
previous  Christmas  Counts  127  species  have  been  recorded.  No  new  species  were 
added  this  time.  -  Walter  Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  New  York. 
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Vol.  30,  No.  1 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  Otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room*  Buffalo 
Museum  ©f  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  at  8:0 Q  P.M. 
from  September  through  June  inclusive. 

Feb.  12  -"Birding  Experiences  in  Australia"  by  Edward  Williams.  Discussion  of 
Confusing  Species:  The  Redpolls  by  Joseph  Thill 

Feb.  26  -  To  be  announced  (speaker).  Discussion  of  Confusing  Species:  Great  and 
Double-crested  Cormorants  by  Edward  L.  Seeber. 


PROGRAM  -FIELD _ TRIPS 


Feb.  9  -  Ontario  Plain.  Harriette  and  Winter  Klabunde,  Leaders  (PL  4.-4424)  • 
Meet  8:00  A.M.  at  University  Plaza,  Buffalo.  Local  leaders,  Marie 
and  Margaret  Wendling  (NF  2--6625). 


Feb. 23 


Ontario  Plain  in  Canada.  Fred  Salisbury,  Leader.  Meet  8:00  A.M.  at  the 
Vermont  Street  entrance  to  Peace  Bridge  or  8:A5  A.M.  in  parking  area 
next  to  the  Niagara  Falls  Power  plant  in  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario. 


^  ruja)  '_>  u  /jo  O  O  <-K»>  (JU'. 
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Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  fifth  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  43  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y,  14215 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Waiter  Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road, 

Lewiston,  N.Y. 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 
EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


January  was  mild,  with  the  average  temperature  4.6  degrees 
precipitation  ,72  inches  below  the  mean.  The  only  major  snowfall 
afternoon  of  New  Year's  Day  when  eight  inches  of  new  snow  brought 
'.e_. : n  to  sixteen  inches.  During  the  next  few  days,  however,  most 
away,  so  that  after  the  7th  the  maximum  depth  for  the  rest  of  the 
inches,  but  usually  less.  Average  daily  temperatures  were  above  normal  on  all 
days  except  the  1st,  llth-lpth,  and  27th-29th.  A  windstorm  blowing  from  the  west 
on  tne  25th~26th  produced  gusts  measured  as  high  as  61  rn.p.h. 


below  normal  and 
was  in  the 
the  average 
of  this  melted 
month  was  three 


There  were  relatively  few  shrike  reports,  A  Barrow's  Goldeneye  was  studied 
for  -  few  minutes,  after  wnich  it  disappeared  and  could  not  be  found  again.  The 
lar0er  than  normal  numbers  of  icterid  and  fringillid  reports  during  November  and 
December  continued  in  January,  mostly  from  feeding  stations.  Undoubtedly  the  most 
noteworthy  event  recorded  here  this  month  is  the  widespread  occurrence  of  Red 
Crossbills  at  feeding  stations  for  the  first  time  in  the  ornithological  history  of 
the  Niagara  Frontier.  None  were  reported  at  feeders  previous  to  January,  although 
booh  species,  especially  the  White-winged,  have  been  fairly  common  since  late 
October  or  early  November.  During  January  the  Museum  of  Science  received  calls 
aoouu  Red  Crossbills  at  fourteen  feeding  stations  in  addition  to  those  mentioned 
in  the  Noteworthy  Records,  -  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo, 
New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

- - 

*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  inuicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 

4 

Horneu  Grebe  Jan.  23  1  Dunkirk  Harbor  Pillsbury 

(16) 
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Horned  Grebe 

Jan 

„  25 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

ii 

29 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mealy,  Gould 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

ti 

IS 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Miga 

Great  Blue  Heron 

it 

6 

1  St.  Catharines,  Onto 

Dorst 

it 

19 

1  Beaver  Island  So  Park 

Ulrichs  et  al 

Whistling  Swan 

it 

23 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Pillsbury 

ti 

25 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

it 

26 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Miga 

it 

29-31 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mealy 

it 

31 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Bro ckner 

Canada  Goose 

it 

7 

32  over  Belmont 

Burtons 

ti 

12 

3  Sto  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

Green- winged  Teal 

it 

3 

1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Webster  et  al 

Redhead 

it 

31 

150  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mealy 

(maximum 

count  for  month) 

Ring-necked  Duck 

Jan 

o  4 

3  Queenston,  Onto 

Salisbury,  Dorst 

it 

12 

5  Grand  Island 

Rosche  et  al 

ti 

26 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Salisbury,  Dorst 

it 

29,31 

2,5  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Mealy 

Lesser  Scaup 

ii 

31 

3  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Bro ckner 

B  a r row  *  s  Goldeneye  11 

12 

1  Fort  Erie,  Onto 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

(adult  male) 

King  Eider 

Jan 

3 

1  Fort  Erie,  Onto 

Webster  et  al 

it 

16 

1  Beaver  Island  So  Park 

A  o  Freitag 

ii 

28 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Mitchell 

White- Wo  Scoter 

ii 

23 

1  Barcelona 

Pillsbury 

Common  Scoter 

ii 

15L 

2  Grand  Island 

Wendlings 

Hooded  Merganser 

it 

26 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Miga 

Sharp-sho  Hawk 

ii 

8 

I  Thorold,  Ont. 

Do  Salisbury 

ti 

16 

1  Elma 

Cogge shall 

ti 

22 

1  Springbrook 

Schafer 

n 

24 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

29 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Onto 

Axtells 

Cooper's  Hawk 

ti 

4,5 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

5 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

n 

7,22 

1,1  Hamburg,  Derby 

Bourne 

ti 

14,19 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

ti 

19 

1  Youngstown  Cemetery 

Axtells 

it 

30 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Rough-1 o  Hawk 

ii 

2,6 

1  Lockport 

Rosche 

it 

5 

1  Grand  Island 

Rosche,  Reuthers 

it 

15,30 

1,1  Hamburg,  Lake  View 

Bourne 

Bald  Eagle 

n 

6 

1  over  Jamestown 

Olson 

(adult ) 

Jan, 

.  19 

1  Navy  Island,  Onto 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

26 

1  Navy  Island,  Onto 

Rew,  Rathbun 

( immature 

bird  at  navy  Island,  Ont.) 

Marsh  Hawk 

Jan 

« 1,4 , t 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

7,31 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

ti 

14 

1  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Do  Salisbury 

it 

15 

1  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst 

it 

19 

1  Grand  Island 

Ulrichs  et  al 

it 

26 

2  Bedell  Rd., Grand  Island 

Rew,  Rathbun 

Turkey 

ii 

2 

3  Quaker  Bridge 

Mealy 

ii 

27 

4  Wellsville 

Burtons 

(17) 
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Killdeer 

Jan» 

5 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont . 

Rosche,  Reuthers  et  al 

» 

7-31 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Axtell 

Glaucous  Gull 

it 

4 

2 

Lower  Niagara  River 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

13 

12,19 

2 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

tl 

23 

9 

Lower  Niagara  River 

Seeber 

Iceland  Gull 

M 

12 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

(L.g.glaucoides) 

It 

12 

2 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Rosche  et  al 

II 

19 

1 

Grand  Island 

Ulrichs  et  al 

II 

23 

1 

Lower  Niagara  River 

Seeber 

Gr .  Black-bo  Gull 

II 

26 

55 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Miga 

(maximum 

count 

for  month  in  B.0.3.  study  area) 

Bonaparte  *  s  Gull 

J  an  o 

15L 

25 

Grand  Island 

Wendlings 

Mourning  Dove 

m 

19  25-30 

Pt. Breeze  (Orleans  Co.) 

Klabundes,  Folemsbees 

(maximum 

count 

for  month;  many  records 

of  fewer  individuals) 

Snowy  Owl 

Jan. 

14 

1 

Fuhrraann  Blvd.,  Buffalo 

Andrle 

13 

14 

1 

Port  Golborne,  Ont. 

D.  Salisbury 

Long-eared  Owl 

It 

✓ 

m 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

$1 

IS 

2 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Salisbury,  Dorst 

Short-eared  Owl 

II 

1 

1 

near  Fore  Erie,  Ont. 

Klabundes 

tl 

6 

2 

Bedell  Rd., Grand  Island 

Rosche,  Reuthers  et  al 

91 

18 

I 

St .  Gat harine s ,  Ont . 

Salisbury,  Dorst 

it 

19 

4 

Fletcher  Rd. ,  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Saw- whet  Owl 

it 

5 . 26 

I  2 

uX  >S* 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Sails  bury 

Yellow-sho  Flicker 

..  tl 

1-31 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

n 

4,31 

1 

Batavia 

Buckland 

It 

3 

4 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

tt 

8.22 

1,2 

Hamburg,  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

l$ 

9 

1 

Springbrook 

Schafer,  Danner 

n 

19 

1 

Beaver  Island  S.  Park 

Ulrichs  et  al 

Red-bo  Woodpecker 

31 

1-31 

1-2 

Town  of  Batavia 

Buckland 

it 

1 

T 

X 

Hamburg 

Avery,  Creighton,  Ramsdell 

Homed  Lark 

M 

26 

Q 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Do  Salisbury,  Dorst 

(£ o a . alpestris) 
Horned  Lark 

it 

28  13,68 

Boston,  Eden 

Rochester,  Creighton  et  al 

(E.a.praticola) 

(maximum 

count 

for  month  in  BoO.So  study  area) 

Tufted  Titmouse 

Jan. 

i 

2 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

it 

1 

1 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

D.  Salisbury 

it 

1-31 

Q 

Derby 

Brockners 

ii 

2-31 

l 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

it 

3 

l 

Port  Golborne,  Ont. 

D.  Salisbury 

il 

F 

0 

l 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

11 

17 

l 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

Red-br<>  Nuthatch 

>'« 

1 

St .  Catharin e  s ,  Ont . 

Salisburys 

II 

1-31 

l 

Derby 

Brockners 

!l 

5 

l 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Reuthers  et  al 

II 

O 

/ 

l 

Elrna 

Co gge shall 

It 

17,19 

3,1 

Hamburg,  Eden 

Bourne 

It 

31 

1 

Findley  Lake 

Brockner 

Winter  Wren 

II 

1. 

Jamestown 

Mealy 

Carolina  Wren 

It 

1 

1 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Salisburys 

Mockingbird 

II 

14 

1 

Batavia 

Pixley  et  al 

Robin 

It 

2 

1 

Decew  Falls,  Ont. 

Do  Salisbury 

81 

3 

5 

"1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Webster  et  al 

II 

12 

Akron 

Knox 

"7, 

14, 16 

1 

jL 

Elma 

Coggeshall 

Vol.  3Ca  No.  2  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con't) 


Robin 

Jan 

12 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

u 

15,20 

1,2 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Ao  Freitag 

tt 

26 

1 

Derby 

Brockners 

Northern  Shrike 

ii 

12 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Onto 

Salisbury,  Dorst 

it 

15 

1 

Grand  Island 

Wendlings 

ti 

19 

1 

Decew  Falls,  Onto 

Do  Salisbury,  Dorst 

it 

19 

1 

North  Boston 

Bourne 

Myrtle  Warbler 

ii 

£ 

1 

East  Aurora 

Nelson 

ii 

12 

1 

St.  Catharines,  Onto 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

it 

19 

1 

near  Pt„  Breeze 

Klabundes 

(Orleans  Co.) 

E0  Meadowlark 

it 

3 

1 

Mari 11a 

Brockner 

it 

6,18 

6,1 

Wellsville,  Belmont 

Burtons 

Rea-Wo  Blackbird 

it 

1-31 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

n 

1-31 

1-5 

Newfane 

Lehrer 

it 

1-18 

1-9 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

4 

2 

Silver  Creek 

Hesselbart 

Rusty  Blackbird 

ii 

1-22 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

23,24 

2 

Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

26 

2 

Rose  Hill  Read,  Onto 

Axtells 

Common  Grackle 

n 

3 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

n 

3 

2 

St  o  Catharine  s ,  Ont » 

Do  Salisbury 

it 

21,24 

1,1 

Hamburg,  Lake  View 

Bourne 

Brown-hu  Cowbird 

ii 

1-31 

1-6 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Onto 

Axtells 

ii 

6 

"l 

-1- 

Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

18 

■4-,  4 

Belmont,  Belfast 

Rosche  et  al 

ti 

28 

2 

Hamburg 

P0  Andrle 

Cardinal 

it 

15 

25 

Belfast 

Burtons 

Dickeissel 

ti 

7-9 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Onto 

Axtells 

ii 

18-31 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Onto 

Axtells 

Evening  Grosbeak 

it 

1-31 

6-75 

Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

1-31 

1-39 

Hamburg 

Andrles 

ii 

1-18 

1-7 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Onto 

Axtells 

it 

1,7 

1-4 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

SI 

5 

4-5 

Fort-  Erie,  Ont0 

Rosche,  Reuthers  et  al 

it 

7-31 

1-15 

Springbrook 

Schafer 

it 

9 

3 

Medina 

Rosche 

ii 

9-31 

3-5 

Springbrook 

Danner 

ii 

14,29  14,18 

Hamburg 

Rochester,  Creighton 

et 

al 

ii 

18 

18 

West  Clarksville 

Rosche,  von  Arnims 

it 

18 

125 

Belmont -Scio  area 

Rosche  et  al 

ti 

19 

1 

Derby 

Brockners 

ii 

31 

50 

Allegany  State  Park 

Pillsbury,  Swanson 

Purple  Finch 

ti 

1 

1 

Springbrook 

Schafer 

Common  Redpoll 

it 

5 

3 

Sto  Catherines,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

ti 

28 

150 

Hamburg 

Rochester,  Creighton 

et 

al 

ii 

31 

16 

Boston 

Bourne 

Pine  Siskin 

it 

5 

4 

Sto  Catharines,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

it 

22 

3 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

tt 

25,26 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Onto 

Axtells 

American  Goldfinch 

it 

25 

25 

Belmont 

Burtons 

(maximum 

count 

for  month  in  B.OoSo 

study  area) 

Red  Crossbill 

Jan 

o  2 

/ 

b 

Decew  Falls,  Ont. 

Do  Salisbury 

ti 

6 

2 

Springville 

Trues  et  al 

it 

6,13 

6,1 

Elma 

Coggeshall 

(19) 
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Red  Crossbill 

Janc 

.10,11 

3  Belmont 

Burtons 

M 

12 

1  Springbrook 

Schafer 

II 

23-26 

12-30  Springville 

Trues  et  al 

II 

28 

5  North  Boston 

Bourne 

*1 

31 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

White-w0  Crossbill 

II 

10 

1  Springbrook 

Schafer 

II 

14 

3  Hamburg 

Rochester, 

Creighton  et 

al 

II 

19 

2  Youngstown  Cemetery 

Axtells 

ii 

19 

1  Wilson 

Axtells 

ti 

22 

1  Port  Weller,  Ont0 

Do  Salisbury 

m 

23 

3  Wellsville 

Burtons 

Rufous-So  Towhee 

it 

1-5 

1  Rose  Hill  Road, 

0nto 

Axtells 

it 

3 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

ii 

5 

1  Sto  Catharines, 

Onto 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

ii 

26 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Slate-c.  Junco 

( J  .h . cismontanus ) 

i? 

1-31 

2  Rose  Hill  Road, 

Ont  o 

Axtells 

Chipping  Sparrow 

Jan. 

1-10 

1  Hamburg 

Andrles 

Field  Sparrow 

Jan„ 

29-30 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

White-cr,,  Sparrow 

Jario 

1-31 

3-10  Newfane 

Lehrer 

n 

1-31 

10-12  Rose  Hill  Road, 

Onto 

Axtells 

93 

1*5 

10,50  Sto  Catharines, 

Onto 

Do  Salisbury,  Dorst 

It 

11 

25  Sto  Catharines, 

Ont  o 

Dorst 

II 

19 

3  New  Road,  Wilson 

Klabundes 

It 

19 

1  near  Newfane 

Klabundes 

ft 

29 

.1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

It 

30 

3  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

White-thr0  Sparrow 

II 

1-31 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

II 

1-31 

1  Derby 

Brockners 

II 

1-31 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

1-31 

3  Rose  Hill  Road, 

Ont  e 

Axtells 

II 

2-29 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

Swamp  Sparrow 

II 

1-31 

2  Erie  Beach,  Onto 

Axtell 

Lapland  Longspur 

II 

12 

1  Port  Weller,  Ont 

o 

Salisbury, 

Dorst 

Snow  Bunting 

II 

10 

150  Wellsville 

Burtons 

It 

15 

150  Clarence 

Wendlings 

il 

19 

175  near  Kuckville 

Klabundes 

It 

28 

450  Hamburg 

Rochester, 

Creighton  et 

al 

It 

31 

275  North  Boston 

Bourne 

(maximum  counts  for  month) 

Additional  species  observed  during  January:  Mallard,  Black  Duck,  Pintail, 
American  Widgeon,  Canvasback,  Greater  Scaup,  Common  Goldeneye,  Bufflehead,  Oldsquaw, 
Common  Merganser,  Red-breasted  Merganser,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Sparrow  Hawk,  Ruffed  Grouse 
Ring-necked  Pheasant,  Herring  Gull,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Screech  Owl,  Great  Horned  Owl, 
Belted  Kingfisher,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Blue  Jay, 
Common  Crow,  Black-capped  Chickadee,  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper,  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglet,  Cedar  Waxwing,  Starling,  House  Sparrow,  Slate-colored  Junco,  Tree 
Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  during  January  1964:  100 
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OAK  ORCHARD  IN  RETROSPECT 

Edward  C.  Ulrich 


•  The  Oak  Orchard  or  Alabama  Swamp  near  Oakfield,  New  York  is  one  of  the  last 

large  parts  of  the  once  expansive  Tonawanda  Swamp .  This  land  remained  untenanted 
and  unwanted  as  farm  land.,  because  of  the  flooding  that  extended  late  into  the 
growing  season  ,  the  lack  of  good  access  roads  and  other  features  which  were  avoided 
on  the  higher ,  drier,  arable  land  of  the  surrounding  area0 

In  the  early  twenties,  these  wild  and  forbidding  features  attracted  the 
attention  of  a  small  group  of  men,  who  had  visions  of  a  fur  farm  that  would  provide 
a  financially  self  sustaining  preserve  with  ideal  conditions  for  a  waterfowl  and 
shooting  preserve « 

The  prompting  feature  that  sparked  the  venture  was  the  large  harvest  of 
muskrats,  several  thousand,  that  Martin  Schmitt,  a  furrier,  wdtnessed  one  spring 
season  during  a  visit  to  the  Fisher  farm  to  the  east  of  Route  #63.  He  immediately 
had  visions  of  a  fur  bonanza  when  during  the  lush  and  halcyon  days  of  the  twenties, 
Hudson-seal  coats  were  in  great  demand  and  every  man  was  building  for  a  fortune  and 
retirement  on  the  stock  market  that  boomed  under  the  exploding  false  economy. 

Under  these  dominant  factors  Martin  Schmitt  and  the  several  other  sportsmen 
started  tc  acquire  land  along  Oak  Orchard  Creek  between  Route  #63  on  the  west  and 
toward  the  Sour  Springs  Road  on  the  east. 

Breeding  and  growing  places  for  pond  ducks  and  muskrat  farming  require  water 
of  a  permanent,  proper  depth  and  also  an  abundant  supply  of  food.  For  these 
purposes  the  Oak  Orchard  Creek  was  ideally  suited;  the  surrounding  land  drained 
into  an  area  that  formed  a  flat,  wide  basin,  to  which  the  creek  in  its  passage 
added  its  quota  of  water  at  flood  time. 

Many  of  us  remember  Jim  Madison.  He  knew  and  loved  the  swamp.  Under  his 
management,  the  physical  parts  of  the  preserve  developed  and  grew.  The  signs  of 
the  dikes,  the  ponds,  and  the  canals  that  were  built  under  his  guidance  and 
supervision  are  still  in  evidence  on  the  property.  The  most  noticeable  of  these 
is  the  "Tow  Path"  on  the  Swallow  Hollow  property  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Knowlesville  Road  just  north  of  the  bridge  over  Oak  Orchard  Creek  (9)0 

The  many  water  retaining  dikes  were  built  by  manual  labor  with  a  minimum 
of  mechanical  help.  The  procedure  called  for  the  placing  of  two  separate, 
parallel  rows  of  lengths  of  saplings  and  palings.  In  each  of  these  rows, 
spaced  about  eighteen  inches  apart,  these  pilings  were  driven  into  the  mud  at  an 
even  height,  as  closely  together  as  possible,  deeply  enough  to  prevent  burrowing, 
and  with  enough  height  to  maintain  the  proper  water  level.  The  space  between  the 
rows  was  then  filled  with  well  compacted  dirt  which  was  removed  from  near-by  areas 
to  form  adjacent  ponds,  canals,  and  ditches.  As  a  preventive  feature  against 
muskrat  escape,  wire  netting  was  placed  above  and  below  ground  at  strategic 
places  along  the  impoundments. 

The  planned  design  and  construction  centered  around  the  use  and  retention 
of  ail  the  available  water  sources  that  drained  into  the  basin.  The  flow  of  Oak 
Orchard  Creek,  however,  was  unimpeded,  and  at  flood  times  these  waters  supplied 
the  major  impoundments  behind  the  system  of  dikes.  The  windmill  (2),  that  still 
stands  on  the  north  of  the  creek  by  the  big  east  marsh  (l)  near  the  woods,  was  one 
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of  the  trial  means  for  taking  water  from  the  main  stream  for  summer  use  in  the  big 
swamp  which  is  now  the  main  duck  and  goose  feeding  area„ 

The  interest  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  in  the  swamp  started  in 
1929  at  a  time  before  the  subsequent  man  made  control  measures  had  little  effect 
on  the  natural  conditions  of  the  area0 

Man  made  canals,  criss-crossing  among  the  tall  cattails  in  the  big  east 
marsh,  were  the  only  means  of  traversing  the  large  section  north  of  the  creeko 
From  here  the  stream  moved  through  an  extensive  wet  woods  of  elms  and  maples.  In 
places,  some  of  these  trees,  having  succumbed  to  the  elements  and  fallen, 
provided  excellent  natural  bridges  for  crossing  back  and  forth  across  the  water0 
Along  the  banks  in  places,  there  grew  tangles  of  vines  and  underbrush,  not  unlike 
those  that  at  the  present  time  line  the  shore  of  the  larger  Tonawanda  Creek  in 
the  Tonawanda  Indian  Reservation.  In  extension,  this  woods  reached 
uninterruptedly  nearly  to  the  Knowles ville  Road  (19). 

The  large  area  to  the  south  of  the  creek  had  two  places  by  which  we 
entered.  One,  that  was  rarely  used,  went  through  a  farmer's  door  yard  and  ended 
in  a  small  cattail  marsh,  that  was  bordered  by  a  natural  growth  of  Tamarack  and 
some  young  deciduous  trees  (4) °  Here  I  had  by  first  sight  of  Blue-winged  Warblers 
and  from  one  season  I  have  the  memory  of  viewing  a  Marsh  Hawks  matted  and  squat 
nest  among  the  low-growing  cattails. 

The  entrance  most  frequently  used  started  off  the  Lewiston  Road  at  the 
j unction  of  the  road  to  Oakfield  and  continued  between  an  old  bank  barn  and  a  then 
unoccupied  farm  house.  The  house  still  stands  and  after  alterations,  now  houses 
a  family.  The  barn  has  been  removed  and  all  that  remains  are  signs  of  the  old 
cobblestone  foundation  wall,  part  of  which  now  supports  a  garage.  This  entry 
afforded  access  to  and  across  one  of  the  best  all-around  birding  places  in  the  Oak 
Orchard  area.  The  old  fields  held  their  quota  of  sparrows  including  the  Henslow’s. 
Bluebirds  nested  in  the  holes  of  fenceposts.  The  passage  from  the  fields  into 
the  woods  was  over  a  trail  that  led  across  places  knee  deep  in  a  quagmire  of  muck. 
Along  the  path,  there  was  an  extensive  stand  of  large  rhododendron  (5),  alien 
amidst  the  growth  of  the  regular  woods,  which  here  included  some  hemlocks. 

After  a  right  angle  turn  to  the  east,  the  path  continued  through  the  woods, 
over  an  open  area,  and  onto  a  slight  rise  of  higher  ground.  From  here  we 
regularly  flushed  grouse.  From  along  this  woods  path  and  its  surroundings  we 
have  recollections  of  nesting  Hooded  Warblers  and  other  woodland  birds  including 
Long-eared  and  Great  Horned  Owls.  During  the  spring,  observation  was  here  at  its 
best  when  the  many  migrants  made  their  presence  known  through  form,  song  and  color. 
Extending  to  the  west,  these  wet  woods  joined  with  grassy  marshes  and  wet  open 
fields  (6)  that  were  well  studded  with  shrubs  and  low  trees.  This  place  always 
provided  a  haven  for  Common  Snipe  and  ground  nesting  ducks. 

On  the  north  and  to  the  east,  we  entered  by  way  of  "Madison  Avenue"  (7)  to 
the  area  near  the  old  windmill.  Here,  according  to  choice,  there  were  the  big 
marsn  to  the  east,  and  to  the  west  the  large  before  mentioned  wet  elm-maple  woods 
that  lay  in  the  whole  basin  along  the  stream’s  path.  For  years,  Great  Blue  Herons 
nested  in  a  tail-tree  heronry  mid-way  in  this  woods. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Benson,  a  farmer  whose  house  was  on  the  angle 
of  an  offset  on  the  Podunk  Road  (8),  we  had  permission  to  cross  his  property  for 
viewing  the  numbers  of  shore  birds  that  concentrated  on  mudflats  formed  where  the 
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Figure  1.  Sectional  map  of  the  Oak  Orchard  area 
showing  localities  used  in  the  text.  The  area  to  the  east  of 
the  Knowlesville  Road  (19)  are  state  lands  acquired  prior  to 
about  194-0;  those  to  the  west  are  now  lands  primarily  under 
control  and  being  acquired  by  the  federal  government  for  a 
national  wildlife  refuge. 


KEY 


I.  Big  east  marsh 
2  o  Old  windmill 

3.  Heronry 

4 .  Tamara  ck  swamp 

5.  Rhododendron  woods 

6.  Grassy  marshes 

7o  "Madison  Avenue"  entrance 

8.  Mudfalts 

9.  Bridge  and  towpath  entrance 
9a.  Present  cattail  marsh 

10.  Fields  and  cattails  to  the  west 

II.  Prothonotary  Warbler  -  first  recorded 

12.  Barred  Owl  or  Cerulean  Woods 

13 o  Sour  Springs  Road  area 
14 o  Route  #63 

15.  Fischer  Road 

16.  Stafford's  Pond 

17.  Alabama 

18.  Wheatville 

19.  Knowlesville  Road 

20.  Roberts  Road 

21.  East  Alba 

22.  To  Oakfield 
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high  water  mark  of  the  marsh  met  the  fields .  One  of  the  first  and  few  observations 
of  Glossy  Ibis  in  Western  New  York  came  from  this  point . 

Diking  and  excavating  completed  the  flooding  of  the  present  marsh  east  of 
the  Knowlesville  Road  and  north  of  the  bridge  (9a).  Before  the  cattail  invasion* 
this  area  provided  excellent  views  of  many  waterfowl;  all  of  the  indigenous  types 
of  ducks*  including  Wood  Duck*  coots  and  gallinules*  and  some  of  the  other  rails. 
Earlier*  before  the  elevation  of  the  road  and  the  enlargement  of  this  pond*  an 
old  iron  bridge  spanned  the  creek  at  a  level  whose  grade  outline  can  still  be  seen 
at  the  base  of  the  row  of  poplar  or  willow  trees  to  the  south  of  the  present 
bridge.  I  have  memories  of  kingfishers  and  Rough-winged  Swallows  that  nested  in 
the  now  removed  sandbanks  of  the  old  roadside. 

Behind  the  houses  to  the  south  of  the  bridge*  there  were  fields  that  sloped 
gently  westward  to  meet  the  cattails  and  also  the  creek  (10).  A  path  through  the 
grass  led  to  a  mooring  place  of  the  flat  bottomed  boats  which  were  used  in  the 
creek  and  in  the  marsh  work. 

On  the  May  11*  1930  bird  count*  a  group  paddling  a  boat  downstream  from 
this  point  saw  the  first*  recorded  Prothonotary  Warblers  for  Western  New  York  (11). 
The  birds  nested  in  holes  in  the  Buttonbush  ( Cephalanthus  occidentalis)  which  grew 
along  the  banks.  The  stream  idled  its  way  between  this  natural  shore  line  which 
was  unaltered  by  any  man  made  disturbances.  Other  than  the  Prothonotary  Warbler* 
nhere  also  nested  in  this  same  area*  some  of  the  ducks*  kingbirds*  Yellow  Warblers, 
and  a  Red-tailed  Hawk.  The  mammals  were  represented  by  nesting  Gray  Squirrels* 
Muskrats*  Mink  and  Woodchucks.  There  were  Black  Snakes  and  Water  Snakes*  many  of 
the  frogs  and  turtles*  including  numbers  of  large  Snapping  Turtles  which  provided 
an  added  source  of  revenue  to  Jim  Madison*  who  in  his  thrift  had  built  wire 
enclosed  ponds  for  keeping  these  reptiles  prior  to  sale. 

From  here  down*  the  creek  overflowed  its  channel  and  for  wide  expanses  on 
both  sides  flooded  the  woods  that  extended  to  the  Sour  Springs  Road  and  beyond. 

There  are  still  signs  of  these  conditions  along  the  sides  of  the  roads  that  cross 
to  the  north  and  south. 

Tom  Kelly  had  a  favorite  place  at  the  juncture  of  the  stream  and  an  abandoned 
road  that  runs  north  from  the  Roberts  Road  (20).  From  here  he  would  regularly 
seek  out  and  show  the  Barred  Owl.  Because  of  this  bird  and  the  presence  of 
nesting  Cerulean  Warblers*  this  area  was  alternately  known  as  the  Barred  Owl  or 
Cerulean  Woods  (12). 

These  people  more  familiar  with  the  Sour  Springs  section  (13)  could  point 
out  the  foundations  of  an  old  hotel  whose  clientele  of  the  past  century  sought 
the  curative  properties  of  the  spring  waters  of  that  place.  Even  up  to  recent 
times*  seekers  of  rare  glass  religuously  searched  the  premises  for  old  bottles. 

Thus*  briefly*  are  described  the  woodland  and  marsh  scenes  and  aneetdotes 
that  the  members  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  saw  and  experienced  in  the 
Oak  Orchard  area  up  to  the  time  of  the  mid-1930,s*  when  all  activities  of  a  May 
Day  bird  count  centered  in  this  one  area. 

Like  all  utopian  schemes  the  duck  marsh  and  muskrat  partnership  farm 
dissolved  and  left  Martin  Schmitt  with  the  sole  control  of  about  1000  acres  of 
woods*  ponds*  and  marsh. 
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The  big  goose  pond  to  the  east  had  its  inception  when  Dr.  Stafford ,  a 
dentist ,  bought  that  large  basin  and  through  the  use  of  damming  and  pumping  put 
that  whole  area  and  some  land  to  the  south  of  the  creek  under  a  depth  of  water 
(16) o  He  later  tired  of  his  venture  and  offered  it  for  sale0 

During  this  time,,  the  State  of  New  York,  ever  under  pressure  for  more  land 
for  conservation  and  propogation  purposes,  had  under  consideration  these  lands 
and  waters  as  a  possible  nucleus  for  a  much  needed  game  producing  and  hunting 
preserve  in  Western  New  York. 

After  the  sudden  death  of  Martin  Schmitt ,  the  State  Conservation 
Department  consumated  a  deal  with  the  Schmitt  heirs  which  took  over  part  of  the 
Schmitt  property.  Stafford’s  Pond  and  subsequent  additions  of  other  lands,, 
were  purchased  to  form  the  area  now  known  as  the  Oak  Orchard  Game  Management 
Area, 


True;,  we  may  never  again  experience  the  antics  of  the  three-tined 
courtship  of  the  Great  Horned  Owl  as  displayed  in  the  big  deep  woods  on  a  lowry 
day  in  late  winter,  when  these  three  birds  ventriloqually  sounded  their  amorous 
proposals  and  refusals  and  when  a  nearer  approach  met  with  silence  as  the 
sounds,  hu-hu-hu-hu  -  hu-hu-hu-hu,  faintly  receded,  only  to  dimly  resound 
again  from  some  other  point  -  a  definite  hint  to  respect  privacy » 

There  was  a  time  when  a  resident  Red-tailed  Hawk  unsuccessfully  assailed 
the  enclosed  nest  of  Gray  Squirrels  in  a  vain  attempt  to  get  at  the  occupants  - 
and  again  the  evidence  of  impartiality  in  nature  as  shown  by  the  examination  of 
the  swollen  and  irritated  bill  processes  of  young  Red-tailed  nestlings  in  a  tree 
top  nest,  which  did  not  give  them  shelter  or  succor  from  the  numerous  and 
ravenous  mis quit os  whose  distended  bodies  oozed  carmine  as  I  plucked  them  away. 

During  one  winter  immediately  after  World  War  II,  the  woods  and  fields  of 
the  Rhododendron  area  housed  a  large  herd  of  deer  estimated  at  more  than  60.  In 
the  late  afternoon  of  January  30,  19 64,  Mrs0  Cummiskey,  my  wife,  and  I,  counted 
from  this  same  area  along  this  same  road  two  herds  of  deer,  one  with  more  than 
100,  the  other  with  52  and  farther  to  the  east  another  group  of  29,  for  a  total 
of  181  plus  individuals  in  about  a  mile.  There  are  no  apparent  man  made  changes 
that  can  account  for  the  growth  of  the  present  deer  herd,  a  dramatic  increase  of 
mammalian  wildlife  which  has  grown  from  occasional  sighting  of  deer  tracks  to 
numbers  that  reach  hundreds. 

In  poignant  moments  of  nostalgia,  we  can  too  easily  dwell  in  the  past  and 
mentally  relive  the  old  experiences  of  gone  adventures.  Selfishly,  we  retain  the 
old  and  reluctantly  give  in  to  uhe  future  and  the  new,  until  we  place  in  proper 
perspective  the  work  of  the  modern  field  biologist,  who  with  knowledge,  foresight, 
and  work  is  building  environments  to  which  the  remnants  of  our  wiidliie  are 
responding  and  are  now  increasing  manyfold,  as  witness  the  many,  many  thousands 
of  geese  and  lesser  waterfowl  that  now  regularly  congregate  each  spring  at  Oak 
Orchard  and  the  Wolcottsville  Sinks.  -  193  Lasalle  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


Report  of  the  Tenth  January  Waterfowl  Count 

Date ;  January  18-26,  1964  (target  date  January  18) 

Species  Recorded:  Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  territory  numbers  where 
the  species  was  observed  when  it  was  recorded  from  three  or  fewer  territories. 


Horned  Grebe 

8  (3,4,11) 

Canvasback 

4333 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

1  (11) 

Greater  Scaup 

3137 

Whistling  Swan 

1  (12) 

Common  Goldeneye 

3535 

Mallard 

728 

Bufflehead 

141 

Black  Duck 

1172 

Old squaw 

2308 

Pintail 

2  (5) 

King  Eider 

5 

(7) 

Green- winged  Teal 

i  (16) 

White-w0  Scoter 

52 

(3,5) 

Wood  Duck 

1  (16) 

Hooded  Merganser 

7 

(5,6) 

Redhead 

162 

Common  Merganser 

3120 

Ring-necked  Duck 

4  (5,8) 

Red-br.  Merganser 

521 

Miscellaneous s  Unidentified  ducks,  2. 

GRAND  TOTAL,  20  species, 

about 

19*237 

individuals  0 

Territories  and  Observers;  Underlined  names  denote  the  individuals 
responsible  for  the  coverage  of  each  territory. 

1 .  Oak  Orchard  Refuge  area  -  Ollie  Meddaugh 

2.  Lake  Ontario,  south  shore  from  Fort  Niagara  east  to  Olcott  -  Harold  and 

Rachel  Axtell 

3 .  Lake  Ontario,  south  shore  from  Olcott  to  Point  Breeze  -  Walter  and  Harriette 

Klabunde ,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Folemsbee 

4.  Niagara  River  (Canadian  side),  bottom  of  Niagara  Falls  north  to  Lake  Ontario  - 

Edward  L.  Seeber 

5  o  Niagara  River  (Canadian  side).  Lake  Erie  north  to  top  of  Niagara  Falls  - 
Richard  C.  Rosche 

6.  Niagara  River  (American  side),  bottom  of  Niagara  Falls  north  to  Fort  Niagara  - 

Harold  D.  Mitchell,  David  Thompson 

7.  Niagara  River  (American  side),  foot  of  Porter  Avenue,  Buffalo,  north  to  Goat 

Island  -  Frances  M.  Rew,  Frances  Rathbun 
8 o  Niagara  River  from  Grand  Island  -  Alice  and  Edward  Ulrich,  Raymond  Franz 
9  o  Lake  Erie,  South  Buffalo  Harbor  southwest  to  Eighteen  Mile  Creek  -  Robert  F. 
Andrle 

10o  Lake  Erie,  Eighteen  Mile  Creek  southwest  to  Dunkirk  (not  including  Dunkirk 
Harbor)  -  James  Braun be rns 

11.  Lake  Erie,  Dunkirk  Harbor  southwest  to  Pennsylvania  State  Line  -  Richard  Miga 

12 o  Chautauqua  Lake  area  -  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Pillsbury 

13 o  Allegany  River,  Olean-Salamanca  area  -  Stephen  Wc  Eaton 

14.  Genesee  River,  Allegany  County  area  -  Richard  C.  Rosche,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lou  L. 
Burton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Royce  T.  Norton,  Mrs. 
Theodore  McClure,  Mrs.  Katherine  Palmer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henning  B„.  von  Arnim 
15 o  Wehrle  Drive  Quarry,  Town  of  Clarence  -  Carl  Mrozek 
16 o  Buffalo  Parks  -  Arthur  F.  Freitag 

Harold  D0  Mitchell,  238  West  Royal  Parkway,  Williamsville,  New  York 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,,  Buffalo 

Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  at  8:00  P.M. 

from  September  through  June  inclusive 0 

March  11  -  "Observations  of  the  Bay-breasted  Warbler"  by  Edward  L0  Seeber* 
Discussion  of  confusing  species  -  Rusty  and  Brewer's  Blackbirds 
by  Harold  He  Axtell 

March  25  -  Description  of  Ba0oSo  Sectional  Division  5  by  Alice  E0  Ulrich „ 

Discussion  of  confusing  species  -  Crows  and  Ravens  by  Harold  Freund . 

April  8  -  "Some  of  the  Wildlife  at  the  Maine  Audubon  Camp"  by  Richard  Migac 

Discussion  of  confusing  species  -  Clay-colored  Sparrow  and  similiar 
species  by  Bernard  Nathan 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

March  8  -  Niagara  Loopc  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  leader  (TT  5-0067) 

March  22  -  Hamburg  and  other  points  south  of  Buffalo.  Thomas  L»  Bourne, 
leader  (649-3386) „ 

April  12  -  April  Bird  Count „  Lynn  Rochester  (649-1558)  and  Helen  Creighton 

(649-4111),  leaderso  Please,  consult  the  leaders  for  assignment  to 
territories o 


\ 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  fifth  day  of  the  xollowing 
month  to  the  compiler:  Richard  Co  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N0Y0  14215 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrsc  Walter  Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road, 

Lewiston,  New  York 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $015  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1o5<j  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR:  Richard  Co  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York  14215 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

This  winter8 s  temperatures  averaged  out  about  normal:  December  was 
3<>8  degrees  below*  January  4„8  degrees  above  (the  statement  in  the  February 
Prothonotary  that  it  was  4o8  degrees  ‘"below11  was  an  error) *  and  February 
temperatures  six-tenths  of  a  degree  below  normal .  The  lo09  inches  of 
precipitation  in  February  was  1073  inches  below  normal;  this  made  it  the 
third  driest  February*  1963  being  second  and  1877  first 0  After  the  first 
week,,  however *  the  ground  was  continuously  covered  by  several  inches  of 
snow.  (Meteorological  data  as  reported  at  Greater  Buffalo  International 
Airport „ ) 

A  number  of  birds  of  species  which  in  the  past  have  only  uncommonly 
been  recorded  as  staying  here  throughout  the  winter  are  known  to  have  lived 
through  this  winter  in  our  area.  Among  these  are  a  female  Green-winged  Teal 
and  a  female  Wood  Duck*  a  Killdeer*  and  a  Purple  Sandpiper*  numbers  of  White- 
crowned  and  White-throated  Sparrows  and  two  Swamp  Sparrows. 

A  total  of  79  persons  saw  the  Dickcissel  at  Rose  Hill  Road*  Ontario* 
during  the  last  period  of  five  and  a  half  weeks  that  it  was  present.  On  the 
last  day  this  immature  male  was  seen*  February  26*  a  different  individual, 
a  well-marked  adult  male*  showed  up  at  the  feeding  station  of  Ellen  Woolley 
in  Hamburg.  Three  days  later  this  Dickcissel  moved  over  to  Tom  Bourne*  s 
feeder. 


The  most  exceptional  bird  of  the  month  was  the  White-fronted  Goose 
at  Rolph’s  Wildfowl  Sanctuary  at  Port  Weller*  Ontario.  This  bird*  wearing  a 
leg-band*  had  a  somewhat  drooping  wing*  but,  was  able  to  fly  well.  It  is 
reported  by  Mr.  Rolph  to  have  flown  in  to  his  sanctuary  from  unknown  places 
about  February  1.  -  Harold  H0  Axtell*  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science*  Buffalo,  New 
York. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


In  recent  years,  the  number  of  outstanding  records  coming  from  feeding 
station  observers  has  been  increasing.  This,  undoubtedly,  has  occurred  because 
of  the  significant  increase  in  the  number  of  people  throughout  our  study  area 
who  have  been  establishing  artificial  feeding  areas  near  their  homes.  The  great 
number  of  interesting  records  reaching  us  this  winter  has  prompted  some  thought 
in  this  matter.  Hence,  because  of  the  significance  of  many  feeding  station 
reports  and  the  widespread  interest  in  this  aspect  of  birding,  we  propose, 
beginning  with  this  issue,  to  denote  records  from  feeding  stations  by  an  M(f)n 
after  the  locality.  Many  contributors  to  the  Noteworthy  Records  in  the  past 
have  been  carefully  noting  which  of  their  observations  were  at  feeding  stations. 
We  hope  that  all  contributors  will  now  begin  to  do  this  every  month  in  order 
that  our  published  records  will  reflect  this  increasingly  important  impact  on 
the  distribution  and  occurrence  of  birds  in  our  area.  -  Editor. 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  indicates  records  from  feeding  stations 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  ’’Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been 


received  and  placed  in  the  permanent 

files  of  the  B.O.S. 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

Feb. 

16 

2 

Belmont 

Rosche,  Burtons  et  al 

it 

27 

1 

Wellsville 

Burtons 

Great  Blue  Heron 

ii 

'  9 

1 

Beaver  Island  S.  Park 

Rosche  et  al 

Whistling  Swan 

it 

1-2 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Miga 

Canada  Goose 

n 

12 

3 

York  Corners 

Burtons 

ti 

22-23 

3 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Salisbury s  et  al 

#White-fr.  Goose 

ii 

22-23 

1 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Salisburys,  Dorst 

et  al 

Green-w,  Teal 

Feb. 

18 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Seeber  et  al 

*Wood  Duck 

Feb. 

18 

1 

Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Seeber  et  al 

Redhead 

Feb. 

29 

52 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Miga 

(maximum  count 

for  the  month) 

Hooded  Merganser 

Feb. 

28 

4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Brownstein,  Anderson  et 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

ii 

9 

1 

Fredonia 

Miga 

it 

16 

1 

Belmont 

Rosche 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

"1,9, 

11,14 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

3,28 

1 

Lakewood 

Beal 

it 

12 

1 

Jamestown 

Beal 

it 

15 

1 

Ceres 

Rosche 

it 

23 

1 

near  Marilla 

Rosche  et  al 

Rough-1.  Hawk 

it 

7 

2 

Bedell  Rd., Grand  Island 

Webster,  Rathbun, 

Wolfe 

n 

9 

1 

Grand  Island 

Rosche  et  al 

Bald  Eagle 

it 

9 

1 

Beaver  Island  S.  Park 

Rosche  et  al 

(immature) 

Marsh  Hawk 

Feb 

2,16 

1 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

D.  Salisbury 

u 

7 

1 

Grand  Island 

Webster,  Rathbun, 

Wolfe 
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Marsh  Hawk 

Feb 

7 

tt 

9 

Ruffed  Grouse 

11 

22 

Killdeer 

it 

1-29 

11 

1 

11 

22 

11 

22 

■^Purple  Sandpiper 

11 

14 

Glaucous  Gull 

ti 

1 

11 

16,23 

11 

22 

Iceland  Gull 

ti 

1 

( L  0  go  glaucoide  s ) 

ti 

16,23 

ti 

22 

n 

29 

Gr0  Black-bo  Gull 

11 

29 

(maximum 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

Feb 

.  18 

Mourning  Dove 

11 

15 

(maximum 

Snowy  Owl 

Feb 

0  4 

ti 

23 

Short“ec  Owl 

11 

7,15 

it 

18,21 

11 

22 

Saw- whet  Owl 

11 

20 

Yellow~sh0  Flicker  " 

1-29 

11 

23 

Red-bo  Woodpecker 

11 

1-29 

Horned  Lark 

it 

1 

(E0aoalpestris) 

it 

15 

tt 

16 

it 

25 

Homed  Lark 

it 

16-17 

(E0a0praticola) 

tt 

19-20 

(maximum 

Common  Crow 

Feb 

16 

^‘Boreal  Chickadee 

it 

9 

( collect  1 

Tufted  Titmouse 

Feb 

0  1-29 

n 

3 

ti 

22 

n 

22 

11 

29 

Red-br0  Nuthatch 

n 

1-29 

11 

3,23 

11 

12 

11 

22 

Winter  Wren 

11 

22 

Carolina  Wren 

ti 

1 

* Brown  Thrasher 

Feb 

0  22 

Robin 

Feb 

0  5-17 

tt 

10 

ti 

14,25 

11 

22 

Re cords  (con5t) 

1  Belmont 
1  Grand  Island 
1  Long  Beach ,  Onto 
1  Erie  Beach,  Onto 

1  Erie  Beach,  Onto 
3.  Erie  Beach,  Onto 

2  Port-  Colbome,  Ont0 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

2  Niagara  Falls,  Onto 
1  Niagara  Falls 

1  Niagara-on-the-Lake , Ont 

3  Niagara  Falls,  Onto 
1,3  Niagara  Falls 

1  near  Lewiston 
1  Dunkirk  Harbor 
8;5  Dunkirk  Harbor 
count  for  the  month) 

1  Wellsville 
17  Transit  Read,  Eirna 
count  for  the  month) 

1  Bay  View 
1  Town  of  Colden 
2,5  Bedell  Rd., Grand  Island 
24,7  Bedell  Rd 0 , Grand  Island 

1  near  Thorold,  Onto 

2  St o  Catharines,  Onto 
1  Town  of  Batavia 

1  Sto  Catharines,  Onto 

2  Batavia  (f) 

4  Pto Breeze  (Orleans  Co0) 

2  Sturgeon  Point 
1  near  Scio 

1  Lake  View 
200  near  Scio 
150  near  Scio 
count  for  the  month) 

600  Springbrook 

1  Sto  Catharines,  Onto 

>d) 

3  Derby  (f) 

1  Lakewood  (f) 

1  Van  Buren  Point 

2  Dunkirk  area 

2  Pt-oBreeze  (Erie  Co0) 

1  Derby  (f) 

2.1  Sto  Catharines,  Onto 

3  Toad. Hollow,  Hamburg 
1  Niagara  Falls,  Onto 
I  Niagara  Falls,  0nto 
1  Wilson 

1  Angola 

2  Springbrook 
1  Hamburg 

1.1  Lake  View,  Derby 
1  Fort  Erie,  Onto 


Burtons 
Rosche  et  al 
Andrle,  Thill,  Kuyava 
Axtell 

Brown stein,  Jardins  et  al 
Andrle,  Thill,  Kuyava 
Andrle,  Thill,  Kuyava 
Rosche 

Brownstein  et  al 
Do  Salisbury,  Dorst  et  al 
Andrle,  Thill,  Kuyava 
Brownstein  et  al 
Do  Salisbury,  Dorst  et  al 
Andrle,  Thill,  Kuyava 
Miga 
Mi.ga 

Burtons 

Danner 

Bourne 

Rosche  et  al 

Webster,  Rathbun,  Wolfe 

Webster  et  al 

Andrle,  Thill,  Kuyava 

Dorst 

Buckland 

Salisburys  et  al 

Buckland 

Brownstein  et  al 
Bourne 

Rosche,  Burtons,  Palmer 
Bourne 

Burtons  et  al 
Burtons  et  al 

Danner 

Dorst 

Brockners 

Beal 

Pillsbury 

Miga 

Webster,  Wolfe 
Brockners 

Salisburys,  Dorst  et  al 
Bourne 

Andrle,  Thill,  Kuyava 
Andrle,  Thill,  Kuyava 
Brownstein  et-  al 
Bourne 
Danner 

Rosche,  Bartlett 
Bourne 

Andrle,  Thill,  Kuyava 
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Robin 

Feb 

o  24 

3  Belmont 

Burtons 

^Eastern  Bluebird 

it 

25 

2  Angola 

Bourne 

Cedar  Waxwing 

it 

15 

41  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

(maximum 

count  for  the  month) 

Northern  Shrike 

Feb 

1 

1  Derby 

Brockners 

it 

6 

1  Town  of  Somerset 

Rosche 

it 

22 

1  Angola 

Bourne 

ii 

22 

1  Port  Dalhousie,  Onto 

Do  Salisbury 

it 

23 

1  near  Fort  Erie,  Onto 

Salisburys  et  al 

E0  Meadowlark 

it 

15 

3  Elma 

Danner 

it 

17,25 

3,1  Belmont 

Burtons 

ii 

28 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Red-Wo  Blackbird 

it 

1-29 

1-5  Newfane  (f) 

Lehrer 

ii 

1-29 

1  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

Brown-ho  Cowbird 

it 

1-29 

3-8  Rose  Hill  Rd0,  Ont.  (f) 

Axtells 

tt 

1 

40  Belfast 

Burtons 

it 

4 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

16,19 

1  Hamburg  (f) 

Andrles 

it 

22 

1  Fredonia  (f) 

Miga 

Dickcissel 

it 

1-26 

1  Rose  Hill  Rdo,  0nto  (f) 

Axtells 

it 

26-29 

1  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne,  Woolley  et  al 

(adult  male) 

Evening  Grosbeak 

Feb 

o  1-29 

10-50  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

it 

1-29 

10-60  Hamburg  (f) 

Andrles 

ii 

2-21 

2-5  Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

ii 

4 

14,8  Arcade,  E„  Aurora  (f) 

Rosche 

«i 

9 

2  Grand  Island 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

13 

25  Jamestown 

Beal 

tt 

19-29  35-65  Hamburg  (f) 

Ramsdell 

it 

21 

6  near  Westfield 

Pillsbury 

it 

23 

10  East  Aurora  (f) 

Rosche  et  al 

Purple  Finch 

it 

16,23 

6  St*  Catharines,  Onto 

Salisburys  et  , 

al 

tt 

21 

1  Water  Valley,  Hamburg 

Bourne 

tt 

22 

6  Van  Buren  Point 

Pillsbury 

Common  Redpoll 

ti 

12 

5  Toad  Hollow,  Hamburg 

Bourne 

tt 

22 

2  Long  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Thill, 

Kuyava 

ii 

24,27 

1  Belmont  ( f ) 

Burtons 

Pine  Siskin 

ii 

2 

2  Fonthill,  Ont. 

D.  Salisbury 

tt 

15 

2  Alma  Hill 

Rosche 

it 

18-29 

2-6  Hamburg  (f) 

Andrles 

ti 

19-29 

4-12  Hamburg  (f) 

Ramsdell 

it 

23 

2  East  Aurora  (f) 

Rosche,  Peters 

et  al 

it 

28 

6  East  Aurora 

Webster,  Reuthers 

n 

29 

30  Pt0  Breeze  (Erie  Co.) 

Webster,  Wolfe 

Amer.  Goldfinch 

it 

1-29 

1-8  Rose  Hill  Road,  Onto 

Axtells 

it 

2-29 

2-18  Hamburg  (f) 

Andrles 

ii 

16 

25  Belmont 

Burtons 

tt 

19-29  30-55  Hamburg  (f) 

Ramsdell 

(maximum 

counts  for  the  month) 

Red  Crossbill 

Feb 

o  1-25 

20  Orchard  Park  (f) 

Habicht 

it 

1,22 

7,16  Hamburg  (f) 

Andrles 

it 

4 

16  near  Lakewood 

Pillsbury 

»8 

,12,25 

2,3,2  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

it 

19-29  15-25  Hamburg  (f) 

Ramsdell 

it 

20  19-24  Hamburg  (f) 

Andrles 
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Red  Crossbill 

Feb 

o  23 

9 

East  Aurora  (f) 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

28 

9 

Lakewood 

Beal 

White-w,  Crossbill 

ti 

2 

6 

Font hill.  Onto 

D.  Salisbury, 

Dorst 

n 

9 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Onto 

Axtells 

ti 

11 

7 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

Slate-c,  Junco 

ii 

1-29 

2-3 

Rose  Hill  Rd0,  Ont.  (f) 

Axtells 

( J  o  h  0  cismontanus ) 

^Oregon  Junco 

ii 

16 

1 

Belmont  ( f ) 

Rosche,  Burtons 

Who~cr„  Sparrow 

it 

1-29 

12 

Rose  Hill  Rd0,  Onto  (f) 

Axtells 

it 

1-29 

1-3 

Newfane  (f) 

Lehrer 

it 

2,16 

5,10 

St0  Catharines,  Ont, 

Salisburys 

ii 

8,9 

1 

Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

it 

18 

1 

Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

it 

21,22 

1 

Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

ii 

22,23 

10,2 

St0  Catharines,  Onto 

Salisburys  et 

al 

Who-thr,  Sparrow 

it 

1-29 

3-4 

Rose  Hill  Rdo,  Onto  (f) 

Axtells 

ii 

1-29 

1 

Derby  (f) 

Brockners 

it 

1-29 

1 

Belmont  ( f ) 

Burtons 

ti 

8-25 

1 

Springbrook  (f) 

Danner 

it 

9 

1 

Dunkirk 

Miga 

n 

20 

1 

Water  Valley, Hamburg(f) 

Bourne 

n 

23 

1 

Sto  Catharines,  Onto 

Salisburys  et 

al 

Swamp  Sparrow 

it 

1-29 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont, 

Axtell 

Lapland  Longspur 

ti 

1 

4 

PtoBreeze  (Orleans  Co0) 

Brown stein  et 

al 

it 

5,25 

1,3 

Derby 

Bourne 

Snow  Bunting 

ti 

5 

185 

Derby 

Bourne 

it 

11-14 

400 

Town  of  Batavia 

Buckland 

ii 

22 

600 

near  Fredonia 

Pillsbury 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded:  100 
Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  6 
Total  for  1961:  106 


STATISTICIANS’  NOTES 

1,  The  statisticians  will  be  glad  to  explain  why  any  particular  verification 
write-up  was  rejected  if  asked  in  the  Humboldt  Room  immediately  before 
or  after  a  Bo0oSo  meeting  (or  by  letter  from  out-of-town  contributors), 
and  they  will  welcome  discussion  of  the  verification  system  of  the 
Society  at  any  time. 
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THE  1963  NESTING  SEASON  AT  THE  AXTELLS 1 

Harold  H0  Axtell 


This  is  a  report  on  the  observations  of  activities  related  to  nesting 
and  the  rearing  of  young  by  the  birds  on  an  approximately  two-acre  tract 
averaging  about  140  ftD  wide  by  600  fte  long,  fronting  on  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Bertie 
Township,  Ontario .  It  is  located  about  three  miles  west  of  the  upper  end  of 
the  Niagara  River,  where  former  farm  land  waits  for  Suburbia* s  invasion,  which 
is  represented  there  at  present  by  scattered  outposts . 

This  property,  which  Mrs.  Axtell  and  I  purchased  in  the  early  summer  of 
1961,  is  characterized  chiefly  by  a  considerable  variety  of  brushy  hedgerows 
and  thickets:;  a  few  dozen  fairly  large  shade  trees,  mostly  but  not  all  Lombardy 
poplars  and  silver  maples!  a  few  35~to  50-ft.  Norway  spruces ;  about  250  small 
conifers  mostly  3  to  5  ft o  tall,  planted  closely  in  three  separate  groups  or 
thickets!  half  an  acre  of  lawn!  and  an  “east  section"  nearly  half  the  total 
area,  consisting  of  an  overgrown  field  with  several  scattered  small  thickets 
and  hawthorns,  and  recently  planted  with  about  750  small  trees  and  shrubs  not 
yet  grown  enough  to  have  appreciable  effect  on  birdlife.  Artificially 
provided  food,  bird  houses,  water,  and  some  partial  and  feeble  discouragement 
of  a  few  kinds  of  predators  are  offered .  Most  kinds  of  potential  predators, 
however,  are  not  disturbed,  and  some  are  even  encouraged « 

Some  of  the  nests  were  checked  but  few  times,  whereas  others  were 
checked  almost  daily,  resulting  in  a  nearly  complete  record  of  the  main  events 
at  some  of  themc 

There  are  good  reasons  for  believing  that  all  of  the  nests  that  reached 
the  stage  of  having  eggs  were  known  to  us  and  are  mentioned  in  this  report „ 
Likewise,  even  the  nests  that  never  reached  more  than  a  degree  of  partial 
completion  were  nearly  all  known  to  us  even  at  the  time  they  were  under 
const ruction o 

Mourning  Dove0  Apr.  12,  started  incubating  on  nest  5  ft.  from  trunk  on 
11-fto  branch  16  ft.  up  in  45-fto  Norway  spruce  about  15  ft.  from  Hindle's 
garagec  Exactly  the  same  site  as  in  two  previous  years,  unsuccessful  in  1961, 
successfully  fledging  2  young  in  1962 0  May  3 ,  nest  freshly  empty  and  deserted . 
No  adequate  evidence  to  indicate  the  predator»  July  14,  incubating  again  on 
same  nest;  could  have  been  sitting  for  several  days.  Aug0  7.  the  lstc  day  an 
adult  has  not  been  on  nest  at  all  times  (so  far  as  I  could  find);  now  the  2 
young  are  too  large  for  an  adult  to  cover.  Aug.  9*  the  2  young  left  nest  about 
Is 00  P0M0  An  adult  spent  every  night  including  last  night  on  nest  with  them. 
Young  spent  afternoon  on  low  branches  and  on  open  ground  within  10  ft.  of  nest 
tree.  In  late  afternoon  the  two  parents  lured  them  to  a  good  roosting  place 
12  ft o  up  in  a  15-ft0  Tartarian  honeysuckle  in  a  dense  hedge  B0  ft.  from  nest0 
Adults  then  flew  away  and  left  them  alone  for  the  night 0  For  a  few  days  the 
young  spent  most  of  each  day  in  the  nest  tree,  usually  within  a  few  feet  of  the 
nest.  Sometimes  they  were  a  few  fte  farther  away,  even  in  an  adjacent  tree. 
They  always  roosted  farther  away  at  night,  led  to  the  roosting  spot  by  the 
parents.  Aug0  19,  the  young  are  now  not  always  readily  distinguishable  from 
adults  by  size  and  proportions  alone.  They  still  spend  nearly  all  daylight 
hours  within  a  few  ft.  of  each  other  and  within  30  ft.  of  nest,  but  sometimes 
up  to  80  ft.  away.  They  stay  mostly  on  ground,  but  often  also  in  branches  up  to 


(34) 


Vol0  30,  NOo  3  -  1963  Nesting  Season  at  the  Axtells1  (con’t) 


about  10  ft,  higho  Aug ,  22 ,  the  1st.  day  we  could  not  find  the  young.  We  seldom 
saw  them  after  this0 

Tree  Swallow.  Apr.  27.  a  pair  has  obviously  decided  to  use  a  bird  house 
9  ft.  up  on  a  pole  in  the  open  where  a  brood  was  reared  successfully  in  1962, 

May  10-13 9  the  pair  copulated  many  times  daily,  and  somewhat  less  frequently  for 
a  few  days  before  and  after  these  dates.  June  7 .  there  are  young  several  days 
old,  J une  13 9  the  nest  box  was  raided  last  night  by  a  predator;  the  young  were 
missing;  remains  and  other  evidence  showed  the  female  to  have  been  eaten  by 
either  a  Screech  Owl  or  a  raccoon.  The  male  continued  for  several  days  to  act 
a  s  if  unaware  that  anything  had  happened,  continuing  to  spend  about  the  same 
amount  of  time  on  the  nearby  dead  tree  in  the  same  manner  as  before  the  disaster. 
After  several  days  it  came  gradually  less  frequently,  but  continued  to  come 
daily  for  several  weeks. 

Black-capped  Chickadee.  A  pair  started  nesting  in  the  middle  of  May  in 
a  bird  house  11  ft.  up  on  the  trunk  of  a  dead  20- ft.  spruce  40  ft.  west  of  north 
porch  of  cottage.  The  Chickadees  were  dispossessed,  however,  when  House  Wrens 
came  and  took  over  this  box. 

House  Wren.  June  14,  the  nest  with  6  eggs  in  a  bird  house  11  ft.  up  on 
trunk  of  a  dead  20-ft.  spruce,  occupied  earlier  in  the  season  by  a  pair  of 
Chickadees,  was  mussed  up  last  night  in  a  manner  similiar  to  the  Tree  Swallow's 
nest  the  previous  night,  and  the  House  Sparrows’  the  night  before  June  2,  The 
Wrens8  eggs  fell  through  the  disturbed  nest  material  to  the  floor,  only  one  of 
the  six  cracking.  Both  adults  were  spending  a  great  deal  of  time  today  about 
another  bird  house  60  ft.  away.  June  16,  we  plugged  the  holes  in  all  our  bird 
houses  that  might  be  used  by  House  Wrens. 

There  is  circumstantial  evidence  that  the  following  nestings  on  our 
property  failed  this  year  because  one  of  these  House  Wrens  removed  their  eggs: 

1  Chickadee,  2  Catbirds,  at  least  2  Robins  (possibly  3  or  4)  plus  2  sterile  eggs 
in  an  additional  Robin* s  nest  which  had  fledged  its  young,  1  Red-eyed  Vireo,  1 
Red-winged  Blackbird,  and  possibly  others.  On  June  16  we  tested  the  Wrens  by 
placing  two  deserted  birds’  nests  each  containing  deserted  but  live  eggs  in 
conspicuous  positions  and  watching  developments.  One  of  the  Wrens  soon  attacked 
the  eggs,  pierced  them  all  systematically,  then  carried  them  all  away  and  dropped 
them,  except  one  which  slipped  off  its  beak  and  fell  below  the  nest. 

Catbird . (Mr .  and  Mrs.  West).  May  25.  started  nest-building  6  ft.  up  in  a 
15-ft.  Tartarian  honeysuckle  in  thicket  at  northwest  corner  of  property.  May  30, 
laid  1st,  egg.  May  31,  laid  2nd.  egg,  June  1,  laid  3rd.  egg,  and  started 
incubating.  June  8,  the  nest  was  empty,  the  3  eggs  gone;  circumstances  indicate 
a  House  Wren  removed  them.  Male  was  singing  anew  nearly  all  day.  We  observed 
the  female  with  nest  material  in  her  bill  flitting  from  one  apparently 
p  otential  nest  site  to  another  with  the  male  following  and  singing  rather  softly 
a  few  feet  above  her.  Later  in  the  day  we  saw  her  twice  deposit  twigs  on  the 
scant  remains  of  a  last  year’s  Grackle’s  nest  in  a  dense  cluster  of  suckers 
growing  11  ft.  up  on  the  trunk  of  a  tall  Lombardy  poplar  30  ft.  east  of  the 
deserted  Catbird’s  nest.  Nest  construction  was  not  continued  there,  however. 

June  16,  carrying  nest-lining  materials  into  an  extremely  dense  portion,  6  ft. 
up  in  a  9-ft.  grandiflorus-type  mock  orange  shrub  in  west  hedge,  16  ft. 
southeast  of  1st.  nest  and  2  ft.  from  a  last-year’s  successful  Brown  Thrasher’s 
nest  still  present  in  the  same  shrub.  July  13,  one  of  the  young  left  the  nest. 
July  16,  the  rest  left  the  nest  today;  there  are  at  least  three  young, 
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Fledgling  Catbirds  scatter,  keep  on  the  move,  and  are  so  extremely  secretive 
that  it  is  nearly  impossible  to  be  certain  of  the  total  number.  July  20, 
tails  of  young  are  about  half  grown  already.  July  27,  tails  about  80%  to  85% 

g  .rown  0 

Catbird  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  North).  May  26,  new  nest  8  ft.  up  in  plum  sapling 
in  18-ft .-high  thickety  hedge  north  of  cottage.  May  30,  4  eggs  (first  daily 
check  of  contents).  June  8,  all  4  eggs  hatched  early  in  the  morning,  the  4th. 
hatchling  lying  between  the  two  halves  of  the  egg  shell  at  7»00  A.M.  June  18, 
the  4  young  left  the  nest.  June  29 9  previous  to  today  the  young  were  so  quiet 
that  we  would  scarcely  have  known  they  were  around;  today  for  the  first  time 
they  called  so  that  we  heard  them  frequently.  Tails  about  65%  grown.  July  11, 
for  the  past  few  days  the  instinct  of  the  adults  to  feed  their  young  has  been 
waning,  and  today  they  seldom  fed  them.  July  13,  the  last  day  the  adults  fed 
uhe  young,  and  then  only  a  few  times. 

Catbird  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  South).  June  2,  this  pair  of  Catbirds  just  appeared 
t-oday  and  started  building  a  nest  3  ft.  up  in  edge  of  lilac  thicker  in  south 
hedge.  June  3 9  no  further  construction  there  -  obviously  a  poor  site,  not  dense- 
enough.  June  8,  I  discovered  a  nest  4  ft.  up  in  a  Japanese  barberry  against 
southeast  corner  of  cottage;  adult  incubating  2  eggs.  June  9,  laid  a  3rd.  egg. 
June  15 9  during  the  afternoon  2  of  the  eggs  disappeared,  obviously  removed  by  a 
House  Viren.  The  Catbirds  deserted  the  remaining  egg.  During  the  next  few  days, 
they  started  nests  in  two  more  locations  in  the  same  lilac  thicket  as  the  nest 
started  June  2,  but  like  it  these  never  became  more  than  the  beginning  platforms 
of  sticks.  Shortly  after  this  the  female  disappeared;  circumstances  indicate 
she  was  probably  caught  by  a  cat.  For  several  additional  days  Mr.  South  stayed 
around.  Often  when  Mrs.  North  appeared  without  Mr.  North,  Mr.  South  flew  to  her 
with  courting  inclinations,  but  usually  Mr,  North  soon  appeared  and  drove  him 
away.  After  several  days  of  this  Mr.  South  departed. 

Robins  (general).  Mar ,  16 9  1st.  local  Robin  arrived.  Acted  like  one 
returning  to  its  1963  nesting  territory.  It  sang  on  several  occasions  near 
pinery.  Mar.  17 9  one  chased  another  in  typical  territorial  defense.  Mar.  18-30, 
much  territorial  fighting,  especially  in  and  about  pinery.  On  many  occasions  as 
many  as  5  males  participated  in  territorial  sparring  and  fighting. 

Robin  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.).  Mar.  31*  female  carried  first  billfuls  of  nest 
material  to  crotch  about  7  ft.  up  against  trunk  of  18-ft.  Scotch  pine  at  edge  of 
hedge  at  southwest  corner  of  property.  Apr.  2,  nest  still  under  construction, 

Apr.  9^  female  started  incubating  2  eggs.  Apr.  139  (first  check  since  Apr,  9), 

3  eggs.  Apr .  23 9  one  egg  hatched  today.  May  5,  when  I  peered  into  nest  near 
dusk  the  one  young  fluttered  out;  I  put  it  back  and  it  stayed.  May  6,  the  one 
young  left  the  nest  today;  the  two  unhatched  eggs  remained.  May  8,  the  young 
was  135  ft.  from  the  nest.  May  9 9  the  young  was  15  ft.  from  where  it  was 
yesterday.  A  third  egg  appeared  in  the  nest  today.  There  had  been  no  relining 
of  the  nest.  May  10,  a  4th.  egg.  May  11,  a  5th.  egg  was  laid  about  10:30  A.M. 
Female  then  started  incubating  almost  immediately.  Mr,  P  is  still  feeding  the 
young  one  from  1st.  brood.  May  12,  a  sixth  egg.  May  13 9  a  seventh  egg.  May 
20,  young  of  1st.  brood  is  nearly  full  grown.  May  23,  4  of  the  eggs  hatched. 

May  24,  the  5th  egg  hatched.  June  2,  most  feathers  broke  through  their  sheaths 
in  all  5  young.  June  3?  in  late  afternoon  I  climbed  to  nest.  Both  adults  very 
excitedly  dived  close  to  nest  almost  striking  my  head  several  times.  One  young 
fluttered  from  nest  to  ground.  When  I  tried  to  replace  it,  both  it  and  another 
young  fluttered  out  of  nest  to  ground.  They  could  not  fly  at  all,  I  then  decided 
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it-  would  be  best  to  leave  those  two  out  and  the  other  3  in  the  nest.  June  4  on 
the  remaining  3  left  the  nest;  the  two  eggs  from  the  1st.  set  still 
remained o  These  two  eggs  were  removed  several  days  later  by  a  House  Wren,, 
according  tc  strong  circumstantial  evidence . 

Robin  (Mr0  and  Mrs®  H)0  Mar 0  31 <>  female  carried  1st  several  billfuls  of 
nest  material  to  crotch  25  fto  up  in  60-ft.  silver  maple  near  northwest  corner 
of  porch o  Apr.  2.  a  strong  wind  had  blown  nest  material  away,  and  construction 
was  discontinued  at  this  lo cation 0  AprP  26,  incubating  since  several  days  ago 
on  nest  9  ft.  up  in  l6-ft0  white  spruce  50  ft.  northwest  of  1st.  nest  site 
which  was  deserted  early .  May  21,  4  young  left  the  nesto  While  the  last  young 
one  was  still  standing  on  the  rim  of  the  nest,  Mrs.  H.  was  already  building  a 
new  nest  50  ft.  away  in  the  same  crotch  where  it  had  started  a  nest  Mar.  31 » 

I  saw  MrSo  H.  deposit  a  squirming  earthworm  on  the  pile  of  grass  which  was  the 
beginning  of  the  next-  nest,  and  leave  it  there,  obviously  as  part  of  the  nest 
material l  Later  the  same  day  I  saw  her  add  more  grass  there 0  May  25 9  lining 
is  being  added  to  this  nest.  A  few  days  later,  this  nest  had  been  deserted . 

June  89  I  discovered  Mrs.  H.  incubating  on  a  nest  about  30  fto  up  on  a  nearly 
horizontal  branch  of  a  60-ft.  silver  maple  45  ft.  west  of  the  recently  deserted 
nest,  35  ft.  south  southwest  of  the  successful  nest  in  white  spruce,  and  65  ft. 
east  of  MrSo  D3s  nest  in  a  similiar  situation  on  which  she  is  also  sittingo 
Three  pairs  of  cur  Robins  are  now  at  about  the  same  stage  of  incubation  on  nests 
in  silver  maple 3 0  June  21,  young  hatched .  June  27,  from  the  ground  I  could  see 
there  were  3  young.  June  30.  one  young  left  nest  in  p.m.  July  1,  remaining  two 
young  left  nest.  July  4s  the  10  fledgling  Robins,  all  about  the  same  age  but 
from  3  nests,  on  about  half  an  acre  of  land,  are  very  much  in  evidence.  July  16. 
parents  still  feeding  young  about  95%  to  98%  grown.  July  20 9  the  first  day  that 
the  parents  did  not  feed  their  young.  Oct 0  5 ,  a  Robin  in  H’s  territory  was 
carrying  nesting  material.  Later  the  same  day  it  was  hunting  nest  sites  and 
sampling  them  in  the  big  spruces.  (The  temperature,  50  degrees  at  dawn,  was 
cooler  than,  most  recent  days.)  Mr.  H.  stayed  on  his  territory  most  of  every  day 
until  the  night  of  Oct.  30  when  he  left  his  territory  for  the  season. 

Robin  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  M).  Apr.  7»  building  nest  20  ft.  up  against  trunk  of 
45-ft.  silver  maple  south  of  gateway  to  east  section.  Apr.  12.  no  longer 
working  on  that  nest  but  today  was  building  a  nest  12  ft.  above  ground  on  the 
partly  fallen  trunk,  leaning  45  degrees,  of  a  Lombardy  poplar  140  ft.  west  by 
south  of  previous  nest.  Apr.  13,  carrying  mud  to  nest.  Apr.  14.  building  lining 
of  fine  grasses.  Apr.  19 9  started  incubating.  May  9s  3  large  young  in  nest,  as 
I  could  see  from  ground.  May  14 9  the  young  left  nest,  could  fly  well.  May  15. 
Mrs.  M.  carrying  fine  grasses  to  the  same  nest  from  which  her  first  brood  departed 
the  previous  day,  relining  and  reshaping  the  cavity.  She,  not  her  mate,  was 
feeding  her  young,  mostly  swelled  white  raisins  that  we  tossed  to  her,  and  to 
obtain  which  she  spent  a  good  deal  of  time  following  us  around  and  doing  various 
things  to  attract  our  attention.  May  18,  still  relining  nest  and  she  alone 
feeding  young  of  first  brood.  May  19,  laid  an  egg  in  same  nest  relined.  May  20, 
laid  a  2nd.  egg  and  started  incubating.  May  22  or  23,  eggs  thrown  out  of  nest  by 
House  Wren.  May  23,  started  a  new  nest  in  same  location  as  Apr.  7.  May  25  and  26, 
carrying  mud  to  new  nest.  The  2  surviving  young  that  left  nest  May  14  are  about 
80%  grown  and  now  being  fed  by  Mr.  M.  who  did  not  feed  them  for  about  a  week  after 
they  left  the  nest,  but  merely  followed  Mrs.  M.  as  she  went  back  and  forth 
sometimes  carrying  nesting  material  to  the  nest,  sometimes  food  to  the  young. 

Even  after  he  finally  started  feeding  them  it  took  him  4  or  5  days  to  switch 
gradually  away  from  following  Mrs.  M.  May  31 9  started  incubating.  June  1,  the 
eggs  were  gone  before  early  dawn,  predator  unknown.  Shortly  after  dawn  Mrs.  M. 
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started  building  a  new  nest  15  ft.  up  in  trunk  crotch  of  35-ft.  silver  maple  60 
ft.  south  of  the  nest  just  rifled.  At  about  7:00  A. M.  I  saw  Mr.  M.  standing  in 
the  freshly  deserted  nest  looking  down  into  it  over  and  over  again.  At  this 
same  time  Mrs.  M.  was  carrying  about  her  5th.  load  to  the  newly-started  nest. 

A  few  minutes  thereafter  he  saw  her  go  to  the  new  nest,  whereupon  he  flew  to  it, 
squatted  in  it  several  times,  each  time  facing  a  different  direction,  as  Robins 
often  do  when  making  a  critical  judgment  on  a  nest  site.  June  2,  carrying  mud 
to  new  nest.  June  3.  carrying  fine  grasses  for  nest  lining.  June  6,  Mrs.  M, 
started  incubating.  June  20,  started  feeding  new  young  in  the  nest.  June  27, 
from  ground  I  could  see  there  were  3  young  in  nest.  July  1,  one  young  left  nest, 
2  others  stayed.  July  2,  the  2  other  young  left  the  nest.  July  16 ,  parents 
still  feeding  young,  which  are  over  95$  grown.  July  20.  Mr.  M.  for  the  first 
day  did  not  feed  the  young  one  he  was  caring  for,  July  22,  Mrs,  M.  for  the  first 
day  did  not  feed  the  2  young  she  was  caring  for. 

Robin  (Mr.  and  Mrs.  D).  Apr.  19 »  building  nest  6  ft.  up  in  14- ft. 
Tartarian  honeysuckle  in  hedgerow  thicket  in  northwest  corner  of  property.  Apr. 
24,  laid  1st.  egg.  Apr.  25,  laid  2nd.  egg.  Apr.  26,  laid  3rd.  egg  and  started 
incubating.  May  1,  (1st.  check  since  Apr.  26),  4  eggs.  May  9.  the  4  eggs 
hatched.  May  22,  the  4  young,  which  have  looked  very  large  the  past  few  days, 
heaping  high  above  the  rim  of  the  nest,  left  nest  today.  June  1,  started 
building  new  nest  23  ft.  up  on  nearly  horizontal  branch  of  45-ft.  silver  maple 
above  Hindle’s  driveway,  24  ft.  east  by  north  of  first  nest.  June  2,  carrying 
mud  from  Hindle’s  eaves  trough.  June  3,  carrying  fine  grasses  for  nest  lining. 
June  21,  young  hatched.  June  27.  from  the  ground  I  could  see  there  were  4  young. 
July  2,  2  young  left  nest,  2  others  remained.  July  3.  the  remaining  2  left  nest. 
July  16,  parents  still  feeding  young  about  95$  or  more  grown. 

(Robin.  July  19.  a  new  and  unaccountable  young  Robin  with  lg-inch  tail 
showed  up  in  pinery.  July  21,  another  new  and  unaccountable  young  Robin  with 
tail  well  under  1  inch  showed  up  today.  This  one  is  several  days  younger  than 
the  one  which  first  appeared  the  19th.  and  which  is  still  here.  They  must  be 
from  separate  nests  which  were  away  from  our  property.) 

Starling.  July  13,  the  two  young  left  their  nest  in  a  large  natural 
hole  20ft.  up  in  a  50-ft.  elm  tree  near  northeast  corner  of  property. 

Red-eyed  Vireo.  Nest  18  ft.  up  near  end  of  branch  of  40- ft.  Schwedler’s 
Norway  maple  built  in  early  June,  but  deserted  early  during  incubation  period  - 
almost  certainly  the  result  of  a  House  Wren’s  depredations. 

Yellow  Warbler,  May  25.  started  nest  8  ft.  up  in  13-ft.  hawthorn  at  south 
edge  of  hawthorn  and  gray  dogwood  thicket.  June  15,  the  4  eggs  were  hatching  in 
the  middle  of  the  morning.  All  were  warblers  -  no  Cowbirds.  June  23.  the  young 
left  the  nest  before  8:45  a.m.  June  29.  one  of  the  young,  its  tail  about  60$ 
grown,  was  seen  actively  following  a  parent,  July  12.  the  young  are  full  grown; 
sometimes  they  find  their  own  food,  sometimes  parents  still  feed  them. 

House  Sparrow.  June  2,  a  nest  in  a  bird  house  10  ft.  up  in  a  Lombardy 
poplar  in  southeast  corner  of  lawn  contained  ^arge  young  when  during  the  previous 
night  some  predator  pulled  the  young  and  some  nesting  material  out  through  the 
entrance  hole  and  apparently  ate  the  young.  Circumstantial  evidence  indicates 
either  a  Screech  Owl  or  a  raccoon  as  the  predator. 
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Red-winged  Blackbird  (West  Hedge ).  A  nest  14  ft.  up  in  a  15-ft. 

Tartarian  honeysuckle  in  the  hedge  was  suddenly  deserted  in  late  May0  A 
mischievous  House  Wren  is  suspected 0 

Red-winged  Blackbird  (North  Hedge) 0  June  2,  I  found  an  active  nest  12  ftQ 
up  in  a  14-ft o  Tartarian  honeysuckle  in  the  hedge  with  female  incubating0  June 
2  0*  the  young  left  the  nest0  June  29<»  I  saw  one  of  the  youngs  its  tail  was 
about  85%  grown o 

(Red-winged  Blackbird 0  July  29  there  were  two  young  in  the  shrubby  linden 
on  our  lawn.  These  were  freshly  out  of  an  unknown  nest*  presumably  away  from  our 
property o  One  was  so  undeveloped  it  could  fly  only  a  few  feet,) 

Baltimore  Oriole  (North  Pair) ,  May  23 9  started  building  nest  high  in 
Lombardy  poplar  north  of  cottage,  June  28 a  one  of  the  young  left  the  nest  about 
noon.  The  others  were  still  in  nest  at  nightfall,  June  29 9  remaining  young 
stayed  in  nest  all  day,  June  30*  the  remaining  4  young  left  the  nest  before  9*00 
a0mo  Although  the  young  one  that  left  the  nest  two  days  before  the  others  did  was 
able  to  fly  well  and  remained  high  in  nearby  trees*  I  am  afraid  the  parents 
tended  to  ignore  it  and  that  it  succumbed  before  the  others  left  the  nest, 

Baltimore  Oriole  (Southeast  Pair) ,  June  8,  I  found  an  active  nest  half 
way  up  in  a  very  tall  Lombardy  poplar  about  170  ft.  southeast  of  the  nest  of  the 
preceding  pair,  June  27.  this  nest  has  been  deserted  several  days  -  cause 
unknown. 


Common  Grackles  Four  nesting  pairs.  All  were  successful.  Two  nests  were 
high  in  Norway  spruces*  two  in  Lombardy  poplars.  The  first  young  left  a  nest  May 
23 ,  Grackles  were  never  seen  to  disturb  other  birds  or  their  nests*  and  other 

birds  ignored  their  presence.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  Grackles  did 

not  harm  any  birds  or  nests  on  our  property.  The  same  benign  relations  seemed  to 
exist  here  in  1961  and  1962  when  there  were  7  and  6  nesting  pairs  of  Grackles, 

Brown-headed  Cowbird,  Two  eggs  of  this  species  were  laid  in  a  Song 
Sparrow3 s  nest  June  27-30;  I  removed  them  on  July  2*  leaving  4  eggs  of  the  Song 

Sparrow,  The  resident  female  Cowbird  became  unusually  tame  -  a  sort  of  semi-pet. 

It  was  finally  caught  and  killed  by  a  cat. 

Field  Sparrow,  Nest  in  a  low  thicket  mostly  less  than  30  inches  high  of 
chokecherry  bushes  with  densely  matted  and  tangled  grass  and  weeds  near  the  south 
border  of  our  east  section.  We  never  found  the  exact  location  of  this  nest 
because  of  fear  we  would  trample  on  it  while  searching  for  it.  Young  in  this 
nest  were  being  fed  during  the  latter  part  of  June.  Several  were  fledged 
successfully  and  became  approximately  full  grown  shortly  after  the  middle  of  July* 
when  their  parents  were  still  feeding  them. 

Song  Sparrow  (Central  Song  Sparrow).  Recognizable  by  one  of  its  songs* 
this  is  at  least  the  third  summer  here  for  the  male.  Apr,  28,  for  about  two  weeks 
it  has  had  a  nest  which  we  could  net  find  deep  in  a  brush  pile  near  center  of  our 
property.  This  nest  must  have  been  broken  up  because  today  the  female  was 
carrying  nesting  material  to  a  hollow  under  sod  overhanging  a  dugout  hollow  in 
the  ground  near  our  south  border.  May  5,  copulating.  May  25 ,  nest  contains 
young*  location  too  dark  to  determine  number  or  age  without  undue  disturbance. 

June  1,  excited  scolding  of  parent  birds  caused  me  to  investigate*  and  I  found  a 
milk  snake  rifling  nest.  It  had  one  young  in  its  throat*  but  dropped  it  when  I 
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picked  up  snake.  One  young  escaped;  it  could  not  fly,  but  hopped  away,  and  the 
female  parent  continued  to  take  care  of  it.  It  was  reared  successfully,  and  by 
June  24  the  young  one  was  indistinguishable  from  adults  in  size  and  tail  length, 
but  on  this  date  was  still  receiving  parental  feeding.  June  26 9  Rachel  found 
nest  being  built  2  ft,  up  in  a  center  spruce  in  a  dense  clump  of  16  five-ft. 
spruces  on  lawn.  Apparently  the  nest  had  been  under  construction  2  or  3  days. 
June_i30,  started  incubating  4  eggs  -  2  of  Song  Sparrow  and  2  of  Cowbird.  July  1, 
laid  another  egg,  July  29  laid  still  another  egg.  I  removed  the  2  Cowbird  eggs. 
The  Song  Sparrow  returned  and  sat  on  the  4  remaining  eggs  as  if  she  had  not 
noticed  the  difference 0  July  12,  2  eggs  hatched.  July  13 »  3rd,  egg  hatched. 
July  14,  4th o  egg  hatched.  July  21,  one  of  the  4  young  left  the  nest.  The  male 
took  over  the  feeding  of  it.  July  22,  2  more  young  left  nest  between  6s 30  p.m. 
and  8:00  p.m.  One  remained  in  nest.  July  23 ,  remaining  one  young  left  nest. 


(Pinery  Song  Sparrow) .  July  4,  saw  a  Song  Sparrow  carrying 
grass  to  north  part  of  pinery.  July  11,  found  the  nest,  with  adult  incubating 
4  eggs,  20  inches  up  in  one  of  the  3-to-4-ft,  Scotch  pines  planted  several  weeks 
ago  as  a  dense  clump,  July  18,,  3  of  the  eggs  hatched  before  8:15  a.m.  July  20, 
contents  of  nest  are  new  3  young,  no  eggs.  July  24,  now  only  2  young  in  nest. 

July  25 »  at  8:30  p.m.  one  of  the  nestlings  was  dead  in  the  nest;  one  young  remains, 
J uly  26 ,  the  last  young  one  left  the  nest.  By  7:30  p.m.  it  was  45  ft.  from  nest; 
both  adults  were  feeding  it.  One  fed  it  a  three-fourths  grown  praying  mantis. 
Cause  of  death  of  the  other  two  or  three  young  is  unknown,  but  apparently  was  not 
p  relation. 


SUMMARY.  Twenty-seven  pairs  of  16  species  of  birds  nested  on  these  two  acres  in 
1963o  (Of  these,  23  pairs  nested  on  the  western  acre.) 

Twenty-six  of  these  pairs  laid  36  sets  of  eggs;  it  is  believed  the 
Chickadees  had  not  reached  the  egg-laying  stage  when  their  nest  was  thrown  out  by 
House  Wrens. 

Twenty-three  nests,  of  18  pairs,  of  10  species  successfully  fledged  a  total 
of  about  70  young.  These  same  18  successful  pairs  also  had  a  total  of  five 
additional  nests  with  eggs  all  of  which  were  unsuccessful,  plus  several 
incompleted  nests.  Of  the  27  pairs,  nine  pairs  failed  to  fledge  any  young  on  our 
property  in  1963. 

Of  the  14  nests  (13  with  eggs,  including  Cowbird8 s  eggs  in  Song  Sparrow's 
nest,  plus  Chickadee8 s  nest  without  eggs)  that  failed  to  fledge  young,  evidence 
indicates  that  House  Wrens  destroyed  seven  of  these  nests,  Screech  Owl  or  raccoon  - 
more  likely  the  former  -  broke  up  three  nests,  three  more  losses  were  from  unknown 
causes  (House  Wren  being  the  most  likely  culprit  in  two  of  the  cases),  and  the 
Cowbird8 s  eggs  were  removed  by  human  interference. 

Several  unusual  or  highly  exceptional  events  have  been  recorded  among  the 
data  presented  here.  I  have  not  accorded  them  special  comment  or  emphasis,  because 
I  anticipate  incorporating  most  of  them  in  future  papers  after  further  studies  have 
been  made.  Two  of  these  unusual  items  have  probably  been  noted  by  some  alert 
readers,  however.  The  considerable  amount  of  depredation  attributed  to  a  single 
pair  of  House  Wrens  could  scarcely  have  been  missed,  for  example. 

As  for  the  other  item,  census  studies  have  shown  that  in  a  more  or  less 
normal  forest,  brush,  park  or  similiar  habitat  there  are  usually  between  three 
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and  five  nesting  pairs  of  birds  per  acre.  Ten  pairs  of  non-colonial  birds  per 
acre  is  very  exceptional.  But  in  1963  on  the  west  acre  of  the  area  studied  for 
this  report  there  were  23  nesting  pairs  of  non-colonial  birds.  -  Buffalo  Museum 
of  Science ,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


Descriptions  of  B.O.S.  Sectional  Divisions 

In  the  following  lines  you  will  find  a  suggested  schedule  which  should 
act  as  a  guide  in  preparing  and  understanding  the  descriptions  of  the  different 
study  areas  which  are  outlined  in  our  Sectional  Division  Maps  that  were 
printed  and  distributed  several  years  ago.  This  schedule  was  prepared  by  the 
Sectional  Write-up  Committee  in  an  endeavor  to  get  secure  information  that 
shall  give  complete  coverage  of  all  of  the  pertinent  factors  that  play  a  part 
in  the  distribution  of  birds  in  our  study  area.  You  will  note  that  the 
suggested  method  has  three  parts,  an  introductory  paragraph,,  a  general  section, 
and  a  specific  section. 


I 8  General  description  of  section 

a.  areal  section  in  square  miles 

b.  physiographic  description,  elevations  of  the  different  parts 

if  any,  etc. 

c„  state  whether  hills,  plains,  rolling  hills,  proportions  of 
woods  and  open  areas 

do  evidences  of  geological  conditions  such  as  glaciation 
e.  bodies  of  water  such  as  lakes,  ponds,  sinks;  state  whether 
temporary  or  permanent 

f0  mention  major  features  such  as  Zoar  Valley,  Niagara  Gorge 
go  mention  large  wild  areas  as  Oak  Orchard,  Tonawanda  and  other 
Indian  Reservations 

II o  Specific  locations  within  sectional  division 

a0  use  horizontal  and  vertical  coordinates  beginning  from  left 
to  right  and  top  to  bottom 

b0  description  and  location  of  types  of  vegetation  as  each  place 
Co  normal  weather  influences  at  times  of  seasonal  change 
do  families  of  birds  -  in  which  localities 

III.  Exact  location  of  sites,  pin  point  important  spots  using. ... 

a„  a  town  or  a  cross  road  on  a  road  map  as  a  starting  point 
b.  elaborate  on  roads  as  means  of  locating 

Co  avoid  using  temporary  land  marks,  such  as  a  red  barn,  etc. 
do  use  permanent  physical  monuments  in  the  field 
e  o  mention  conditions  that  abnormally  alter  the  regular  pattern 
when  giving  reports  of  accidentals 
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In  the  March  1963  Prothonotary,  two  of  our  members,  Harold  D.  Mitchell 
and  Frances  Rew,  submitted  descriptions  of  Divisions  #10  and  #16.  Each  of 
these  persons  has,  with  some  variations,  described  the  conditions  of  the 
terrain  and  some  of  the  birds  that  can  be  found  within  the  boundaries  of  those 
sections  at  different  times  of  the  year.  These  descriptions  can  add  an 
immeasurable  value  to  the  map  books  and  it  has  so  been  planned  by  the  Society 
that  each  map  shall  have  an  accurate  written  account  of  what  can  be  found  and 
where  within  each  section •  Would  those  persons  familiar  with  the  various 
sections,  please  contact  the  Committee  (Robert  Andrle,  Walter  Klabunde,  Edward 
Ulrich,  Marie  Wendling)  and  offer  to  give  the  necessary  material  that  will 
describe  their  territories?  As  these  accounts  are  received  they  shall  be 
printed  and  enclosed  with  the  Prothonotary  for  insertion  in  your  map  books.  - 
Edward  C.  Ulrich,  193  Lasalle  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York, 


NOTES  AND  NEWS 


Wilson  Ornithological  Society  Annual  Meeting:  April  30  -  May  3*  1964 
at  Kalamazoo,  Michigan. 

Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  Annual  Meeting:  May  22-24, 
1964  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York. 

American  Ornithologists*  Union  Annual  Meeting:  August  30-September 
4,  1964  at  Lawrence,  Kansas. 

1964  Nesting  Records:  Continuing  the  custom  of  the  past  several  years, 
nesting  data  will  again  be  published  in  the  summer  issues  of  The  Prothonotary. 
Please  continue  to  send  your  nesting  data  to  the  Compiler  with  your  regular 
monthly  records.  -  Editor. 

Life  Histories  of  North  American  Birds:  Dover  Publications,  Inc.,  ISO 
Varick  St.,  New  York  14,  N.Y.  has  recently  announced  the  reprinting  of  two 
more  volumes  in  this  series  -  "Life  Histories  of  North  American  Marsh  Birds" 
and  "Life  Histories  of  North  American  Diving  Birds".  Both  are  by  Arthur 
Cleveland  Bent.  These  paperbound  reprints  are  available  at  $2,75  per 
volume. 


Buckhom  Island  State  Park:  It  is  not  too  late  to  contact  your 
representatives  in  Albany  expressing  your  views  on  the  proposed  Niagara 
International  Music  Festival  being  located  in  the  Park,  -  Editor. 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room*  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  at  8s 00  P0M„ 
from  September  through  June  inclusive „ 

April  8  -  "Some  of  the  Wildlife  at  the  Maine  Audubon  Camp"  by  Richard  Miga0 

Discussion  of  confusing  species  -  Clay-colored  Sparrow  and  similiar 
species  by  Bernard  Nathan 

April  22  -  Spring  Movements  of  Hawks  -  a  panel  discussion 

May  13  -  "Field  Ornithology  in  the  Tropics"  by  Robert  F0  Andrle 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

April  12  -  April  Bird  Count.  Lynn  Rochester  (649-1558)  and  Helen  Creighton 
(649-4111),  leaderso  Please  consult  the  leaders  for  assignment  to 
territories  0 

April  18  -  Braddock8s  Bay  for  hawks  in  cooperation  with  the  East  Aurora  Bird 
Clubo  Meet  6s 00  A.M.  at  Farm  and  Home  Center,  Main  and  Grove 
Streets,  East  Aurora 0  Leaders,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren  Peters  (NL  2- 
8868) .  For  those  for  which  it  is  more  convenient  meet  at  6 s 15 
Ac M0  at  the  University  Plaza,  Buffalo. 

May  3  -  Trip  for  migrants 0  Meet  at  the  Vermont  Street  entrance  to  the 
Peace  Bridge  at  7° 00  A0M0  Edward  L.  Seeber,  leader. 

NOTEs  During  April  members  are  urged  to  watch  in  their  favorite  areas  for 
migrating  movements  of  large  birds,  especially  hawks.  This  information 
together  with  all  possible  weather  information  at  the  time  of  observation 
should  be  sent  to  the  Compiler.  This  will  later  be  analyzed  for  a 
comprehensive  survey  of  the  spring  migration. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  fifth  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compilers  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS s  Notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road, 

Lewiston,  New  York 

BACK  ISSUES.*  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICES  #1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR?  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York  14215 
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THE  MONTH 

In  March  the  average  temperature  was  above  normal  by  2C5  degrees , 
precipitation  by  0.48  inches .  The  average  temperature  of  the  first  nine  days, 
however,  was  13  degrees  above  the  mean,  so  that  by  the  9th,  early  plant  growth 
and  bird  migration  were  several  days  in  advance  of  the  season 0  The  next  day,  the 
10th,  there  was  a  general  snowstorm,  one  of  the  heaviest  of  the  winter 0 
Throughout  the  rest  of  the  month  the  temperature  was  not  far  from  normal,  and 
produced  no  extremes  except  a  high  of  60  degrees  on  the  24th .  The  last  week  was 
mostly  rather  cold  with  frequent  rain  and  snow,  a  combination  that  discourages 
migration  in  the  springe  (Meteorological  data  as  reported  at  Greater  Buffalo 
International  Airport.)  The  arrival  of  land  birds  and  the  growth  of  plant  life 
in  the  Niagara  Peninsula  and  most  of  Western  New  York  were  a  week  or  more 
behind  normal  as  March  came  to  an  end0  Bird  records  from  the  more  southerly 
portion  of  the  Bo0oSo  study  area,  however,  suggest  that  conditions  may  have  been 
more  nearly  seasonal  there . 

No  hawk  flights  of  more  than  a  few  individuals  were  reported. 

The  water  bird  migration  was  not  at  all  consistent  with  that  of  the  land 
birds o  Perhaps  it  was  correlated  more  with  the  presence  of  minor  flood  waters 
than  with  the  weather  factors  that  are  of  major  importance  in  determining  land 
bird  movements.  The  warm  first  week  of  the  month  brought  relatively  few  water 
birds o  By  the  end  of  the  third  week,  however,  they  had  arrived  in  large 
numbers  more  reminiscent  of  April  1,  although  there  had  been  little  movement  of 
land  birds  during  this  same  period.  Approximately  the  seasonal  maximum  number 
of  Canada  Geese  were  already  present  on  about  the  21st.  There  were  more  Snow 
and  Blue  geese  at  the  Oak  Orchard-Iroquois  Refuge  area  than  in  most  years. 

A  Purple  Sandpiper  survived  the  winter  at  a  small  sewage  outlet  at  Dunkirk 
Harbor.  A  Boreal  Chickadee  apparently  spent  most  of  the  season  among  the 
coniferous  trees  in  old  estates  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Carolina  Wrens 
are  about  as  scarce  as  at  any  time  since  they  first  began  to  occur  here  with  some 
frequency  in  the  1930' s.  Bluebirds  continue  to  exhibit  a  slow  but  encouraging 
increase.  -  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  indicates  records  from  feeding  stations 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Horned  Grebe 

Mar. 

28F 

23 

Dunkirk  area 

Miga 

ii 

28F 

2 

Alma 

Burtons 

ii 

28F 

2 

Cuba  Lake 

Rosche 

it 

30 

2 

South  Park  Lake, Buffalo 

Bourne 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

it 

22F 

1 

Dunkirk 

Bourne  et  al 

it 

22F 

1 

Thorold,  Ont. 

Salisburys 

it 

27 

3 

Dunkirk 

Miga 

Great  Blue  Heron 

ii 

2,30 

1,2 

Wellsville 

Burtons 

it 

24F 

1 

over  Como  Lake  Park 

Brownstein 

it 

26 

6 

Town's  Corners  Rookery 

Miga 

^American  Bittern 

it 

30 

1 

Watts  Flats,  Jamestown 

Miga,  Mealy 

Whistling  Swan 

it 

7F 

3 

Grand  Island 

Bourne  et  al 

it 

8 

13 

Lyndonville 

G.M.  &  W.A.  Smith 

ii 

8 

15 

Hanford  Bay 

Brockners 

ii 

14 

31 

Buckhorn  Island  S.  Park 

Brownstein 

it 

15 

50 

Grand  Island 

Webster 

it 

15,29 

12 

Oak  Orchard 

Brockners 

it 

19 

4 

Grand  Island 

A.  Freitag 

it 

20 

3 

North  Cuba  Marsh 

Rosche 

ii 

21 

12 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew,  Rathbun 

it 

22-31 

3 

Dunkirk 

Miga 

it 

22 

100 

Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Salisburys 

ii 

22 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Brockners 

it 

22 

7 

Frewsburg 

Swansons 

it 

22 

12 

Iroquois  N.W.  Refuge 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

22 

4 

Shelby  Sinks 

Rosche  et  al 

ii 

22 

4 

Stafford's  Pond,  Oak  Or. 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

25 

6 

East  Eden 

Bourne 

Canada  Goose 

it 

4F 

19 

Lyndonville 

G.M.  &  W.A.  Smith 

n 

8 

15 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Emerson  et  al 

it 

15  16000 

Oak  Orchard-Sinks  area 

Brockners 

ii 

21  30000 

Oak  Orchard-Sinks  area 

Mealy,  Miga 

it 

22  30000 

Oak  Orchard-Sinks  area 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

28  17105 

Oak  Orchard-Sinks  area 

Brockners 

*Snow  Goose 

n 

21 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Mealy,  Miga 

it 

22 

1 

Iroquois  N.W.  Refuge 

Rosche  et  al 

ii 

24 

1 

Stage  Road,  Newstead 

Wendlings 

ti 

26 

2 

Clarence  Sinks 

A.  Freitag 

it 

28 

7 

Iroquois  N.W.  Refuge 

McKales 

it 

29 

6 

Iroquois  N.W.  Refuge 

Brockners 

ii 

31 

8 

Iroquois  N.W.  Refuge 

Salisbury 

*Blue  Goose 

ii 

14 

1 

Lyndonville 

G.M.  &  W.A.  Smith 

ti 

22 

14 

Stafford's  Pond,  Oak  Or. 

Rosche  et  al 
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*Blue  Goose 

Mar 

.  22 

3  Iroquois  N.W.  Refuge 

Rosche  et  al 

II 

28 

37  Iroquois  N.W.  Refuge 

McKales 

II 

29 

36  Iroquois  N.W.  Refuge 

Brockners 

II 

31 

22  Iroquois  N.W.  Refuge 

Salisbury 

(an  unusual  proportion  of  these  birds, 

about  23$,  were  white- 

breasted  individuals) 

^Gadwall 

Mar 

7 

2  Cuba  Lake 

Rosche 

11 

a 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Brockners 

11 

a 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rosche  et  al 

11 

a-12 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Miga 

ti 

22 

1  Cheektowaga 

Brownstein 

Pintail 

11 

4F 

1  Lyndonville 

G.M.  &  W.A.  Smith 

it 

7 

130  Clarence-Newstead  Sinks 

Wendlings  et  al 

11 

7 

60  Jamestown 

Mealy 

it 

7 

2  Cuba  Lake 

Rosche 

11 

a 

32  Belfast 

Burtons 

11 

15 

200  Frewsburg 

Swansons 

ti 

21 

1200  Oak  Orchard 

Mealy,  Miga 

11 

22 

2000  Oak  Orchard-Sinks  area 

Rosche  et  al 

Green- winged  Teal 

it 

22F 

3  Gerry 

Swansons 

11 

22F 

2  Nice  Road,  Newstead 

Brownstein 

ti 

26 

4  Eden 

Bourne 

* Blue-winged  Teal 

11 

22 

2  Dunkirk 

Bourne  et  al 

ti 

22 

1  Iroquois  N.W.  Refuge 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

22-31 

3-4  Dunkirk 

Miga 

11 

26 

6  Oak  Orchard-Sinks  area 

A.  Freitag 

American  Widgeon 

ti 

IF 

13  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Miga  et  al 

n 

IF 

6  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

11 

7 

2  Clarence-Newstead  Sinks 

Wendlings  et  al 

-^Shoveler 

Mar 

, 12 

1  Kiantone 

Mealy 

Mar. 30, 31 

8,10  Kiantone 

Miga,  Mealy 

Wood  Duck 

11 

18F 

2  Eden 

Bourne 

it 

20 

1  Wellsville 

Burtons 

Redhead 

"9,11-15: 

1  Scio 

Burtons  et  al 

11 

13 

73  Dunkirk 

Miga 

(maximum  count  for  the  month) 

Ring-necked  Duck 

Mar 

7F 

1  Grand  Island 

Bourne  et  al 

11 

7 

1  Clarence-Newstead  Sinks 

Wendlings  et  al 

11 

22 

40  Frewsburg 

Swansons 

Lesser  Scaup 

11 

17F,18 

6,2  East  Eden 

Bourne 

#Ruddy  Duck 

ti 

26,31 

6,24  Chaut.  Lake  Outlet 

Mealy 

11 

28 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Miga  et  al 

Red-br.  Merganser 

11 

28 

700  Dunkirk 

Brownstein,  Miga  et  al 

* Turkey  Vulture 

11 

13 

1  Caneadea 

Rosche,  Burtons 

it 

22 

7  over  Shelby  Sinks 

Rosche  et  al 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

11 

9F 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

ti 

9,31 

2  Wellsville,  Belmont 

Burtons 

11 

23 

1  Lyndonville 

G.M.  &  W.A.  Smith 

Cooper's  Hawk 

it 

1 

1  Farnham 

Brownstein 

11 

20 

1  Buffalo 

Rew 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

11 

7F 

1  over  Portland 

Rew 

*Red-sh.  Hawk 

it 

11,12 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

19 

5  Clarksburg 

Bourne 

11 

24 

14  Cattaraugus  Creek 

Mealy 

it 

28 

6  Lyndonville 

G.M.  &  W.A.  Smith 
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Rough-legged  Hawk  Mar,  3 >13 

1  Lyndonville 

G.M.  &  W.A.  Smith 

»  15 

1  near  Indian  Falls 

Rew 

”  16 

1  Wellsville 

Burtons 

"  17,28 

1  Lyndonville 

G.M.  &  W.A.  Smith 

"  22 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Bald  Eagle 

"  1 

1  Navy  Island,  Ont. 

A.  Freitag 

"  5 

2  Navy  Island,  Ont. 

Webster,  Rathbun 

"  7 

1  Grand  Island 

Bourne  et  al 

»  22 

1  Beaver  Island  S.  Park 

A.  Freitag 

”  22  1-2  Iroquois  N „W.  Refuge 

(all  immature  birds) 

Rosche  et  al 

Marsh  Hawk 

Mar.  3F 

2  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

»  22 

5  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Salisbury s 

■^'Peregrine  Falcon 

"  26 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Turkey 

"  1 

12  West  Clarksville 

von  Arnims 

"  12 

5  near  Bone  Run 

Webster,  Ahrens 

^American  Coot 

"  24,27 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

Killdeer 

»  2F 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

"  4 

1  over  Evans 

Brownstein 

*~Amer .  Woodcock 

Mar,  7 

1  Friendship 

Rosche 

Mar. 15-31 

1-2  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

*  Common  Snipe 

’’  24 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

”  30 

3  near  Cuba 

Burtons 

*Gr,  Yellowlegs 

"  21 

1  Hanover  Center 

Rev;,  Rathbun 

"  31 

1  Derby 

Bourne 

Purple  Sandpiper 

"  8 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rosche  et  al 

Glaucous  Gull 

"  7 

1  Queenston,  Ont. 

Salisbury,  Dorst 

Iceland  Gull 

"  7 

2  Queenston,  Ont. 

Salisbury,  Dorst 

^'Iceland  Gull 

"  1 

1  Queenston,  Ont. 

Salisburys,  Dorst 

(L.g.kumlieni) 

Ring-billed  Gull 

"  9F 

500  near  Westfield 

Pillsbury 

"  24 

200  Wellsville 

Burtons 

"  29 

3000  Youngstown  to  Olcott 

Klabundes 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

"  27F 

6  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Miga 

"  29 

3  Oak  Orchard 

Brockners 

Snowy  Owl 

"  8 

1  Niagara  Loop 

Emerson  et  al 

Long-eared  Owl 

"  16 

1  Toad  Hollow,  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Short-eared  Owl 

ii  g 

3  Grand  Island 

Emerson  et  al 

m  9 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Bro ckner 

"  16,19 

3,5  Lyndonville 

G.M.  &  W.A.  Smith 

"  22 

2  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Salisburys 

Saw- whet  Owl 

"  1,21 

1,2  St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Salisburys  et  al 

Y.-sh.  Flicker 

"  1,8,22 

1  Grand  Island 

A.  Freitag 

»  28F 

1  Alma 

Burtons 

»  29 

1  near  Bolivar 

Rosche 

"  29 

1  Friendship 

Rosche 

■^'Eastern  Phoebe 

"  24 

2  Cherry  Creek 

Mealy 

"  28 

2  Rushford  Lake 

Rosche 

Horned  Lark 

"  30 

2  Black  Creek 

Burtons 

(E.a.alpestris) 

*'Tree  Swallow 

Mar .  21 

1  Iroquois  N.W.  Refuge 

Miga,  Mealy 

Mar .  22 

1  Iroquois  N.W.  Refuge 

Rosche  et  al 

■^Purple  Martin 

Mar.  21 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

Boreal  Chickadee 

Mar .  8 

1  Derby  (f) 

Rosche  et  al 

Tufted  Titmouse 

"  1-31 

3  Derby 

Brockners 

(47) 


Volo  30,  No0  4  ~  Noteworthy  Records  (con't) 


Tufted  Titmouse 

Mar 

o  1-14 

1  Lewiston  (f) 

Klabundes 

it 

1 

1  Sto  Catharines,  0nto 

Salisbury 

it 

23 

1  Lake  View 

Rosche 

Red-br0  Nuthatch 

ti 

1-31 

1  Derby 

Brockners 

it 

19 

1  Toad  Hollow,  Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

29 

1  Buffalo 

A„  Freitag 

Winter  Wren 

it 

25F 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

Carolina  Wren 

ti 

1 

1  St0  Catharines,  Onto 

Salisbury 

Robin 

it 

4F 

1  West  Clarksville 

von  Arnims 

it 

6 

1  Busti 

Pillsbury 

Eastern  Bluebird 

ti 

7 

1  Stockton 

Rew 

ti 

16 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

22 

1  Alma 

Burtons 

ii 

24 

4  Belmont-Wellsville 

Burtons 

ti 

24,23 

1,4  West  Clarksville 

von  Arnims 

ti 

23 

38  Wellsville  area 

Burtons 

it 

26 

2  West  Mud  Lake 

Miga 

ii 

28 

5  near  Cuba 

Rosche 

it 

29 

10  Alma  Hill  area 

Rosche 

ii 

31 

3  Centralia 

Swansons 

* Water  Pipit 

Mar 

* 14,17 

4,2  Scio 

Burtons 

Mar 

29 

8  near  York’s  Corners 

Rosche 

Cedar  Waxwing 

it 

2 

73  Lyndonville 

GoMo  &  W.A.  Smith 

it 

17 

30  West  Almond 

Burtons 

(maximum  < 

counts  for  month) 

Northern  Shrike 

Mar 

1 

1  Windmill  Point,  Onto 

Axtells 

it 

14 

1  Lyndonville 

G0M0  &  W.A.  Smith 

Starling 

ii 

8,22  13000  Jamestown  Roost 

Beal 

Eastern  Meadowlark  11 

2F 

14  Dunkirk 

Mealy 

ii 

7 

1  near  Friendship 

Rosche 

Red-w0  Blackbird 

ii 

IF 

1  Stannards 

Burtons 

ii 

IF 

1  Grand  Island 

Ao  Freitag 

ii 

IF 

3  Fillmore 

Rosche  et  al 

ii 

2 

23  Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

7 

3000  Jamestown 

Mealy 

it 

8 

1230  Jamestown  Roost 

Beal 

ti 

9 

450  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

it 

22 

5000  Jamestown  Roost 

Beal 

Rusty  Blackbird 

ii 

7F 

1  Lakewood 

Beal 

ti 

7F 

1  Jamestown 

Mealy 

ii 

7F 

2  West  Mud  Lake 

Rew 

Common  Grackle 

ii 

4F 

1  Lyndonville 

G.M.  &  W.A.  Smith 

it 

7 

100  Clarence-Newstead  Sinks 

Wendlings  et  al 

ii 

7 

1  Machias 

Rosche 

ii 

8 

30  Jamestown  Roost 

Beal 

ti 

9 

100  WTellsville 

Burtons 

it 

9 

136  Busti  to  Westfield 

Pillsbury 

it 

22 

1000  Jamestown  Roost 

Beal 

B  rown-h  0  Cowbird 

ii 

7F 

3  near  Scio 

Rosche 

it 

7F 

20  Clarence-Newstead  Sinks 

Wendlings  et  al 

ti 

10,11 

2,4  Hamburg  (f) 

Bourne 

ti 

10,11 

6,40  Belmont 

Burtons 

ti 

22 

1000  Jamestown  Roost 

Beal 

Evening  Grosbeak 

ii 

1 

3  Lewiston  (f) 

Klabundes 

it 

1 

40  Fillmore 

Rosche  et  al 
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Evening  Grosbeak 

1-31 

8 

West  Clarksville  (f) 

von  Arnims 

it 

1-31  10-30 

Belmont  ( f ) 

Burtons 

it 

1-31 

6-20 

Hamburg  (f) 

Andrles 

11 

12 

20 

Jamestown-Allegany  Park 

Webster,  Ahrens 

11 

15 

4 

Frewsburg 

Swansons 

11 

22 

35 

Hamburg 

Bourne  et  al 

11 

29 

6-7 

Richburg 

Rosche 

Purple  Finch 

it 

22 

7 

Hamburg 

Bourne  et  al 

*-Pine  Grosbeak 

it 

22 

4 

Alma 

Burtons 

Common  Redpoll 

11 

1,3 

1,3 

Belmont,  Wellsville 

Burtons 

it 

2 

10 

Dunkirk 

Mealy 

11 

3 

43 

over  Evans 

Brownstein 

11 

29 

40 

Krull  Park,  Olcott 

Klabunde  s 

Pine  Siskin 

11 

1-31 

3-12 

Hamburg  (f) 

Andrles 

11 

1 

4 

St.  Catharines,  Ont. 

Salisburys 

ti 

8 

15 

Niagara  Loop 

Emerson  et  al 

11 

8 

4-5 

Derby 

Rosche  et  al 

ti 

12 

2 

Lyndonville 

G.M.  &  W.A.  Smith 

ti 

19 

2 

Hamburg  (f) 

Rosche 

11 

22 

8 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

24 

6 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Klabunde s 

11 

29 

35 

Alma  Pond 

Rosche 

A mer0  Goldfinch 

11 

2 

300 

Dunkirk 

Mealy 

Red  Crossbill 

11 

8 

20 

Derby 

Rosche  et  al 

ti 

10 

12 

Angola  (f) 

Webster,  Rathbun 

ti 

10 

2-6 

Williamsville  (f) 

Wendlings 

11 

14 

10 

over  Lake  View 

Brownstein,  Clark 

11 

19 

1-2 

over  Hamburg 

Rosche 

11 

22 

3 

Hamburg 

Bourne  et  al 

11 

23,30 

2-6 

Williamsville  (f) 

Wendlings 

Rufous-So  Towhee 

11 

8 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Emerson  et  al 

it 

23 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabunde s 

* Savannah  Sparrow 

it 

27 

2 

Busti  (f) 

Pillsbury 

ti 

28 

1 

Langford 

Bourne 

^Vesper  Sparrow 

11 

24 

2 

Eden 

Bourne 

11 

25 

2 

Wellsville 

Burtons 

Tree  Sparrow 

it 

19 

500 

Jamestown 

Mealy 

Field  Sparrow 

11 

27F 

1 

Busti  (f) 

Pillsbury 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

11 

1-31 

12 

Rose  Hill  Road, Ont.  (f) 

Axtells 

it 

1 

50 

St  o  Catharine  s ,  Ont . 

Salisbury 

ti 

10 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

11 

30,31 

2 

Lewiston  (f) 

Klabunde s 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

it 

1-31 

4 

Rose  Hill  Road, Ont.  (f) 

Axtells 

11 

1-31 

1 

Belmont  ( f ) 

Burtons 

11 

1-31 

1 

Lewiston  (f) 

Klabunde  s 

*Fox  Sparrow 

ti 

11,12 

1 

Busti  (f) 

Pillsbury 

ti 

19 

25 

Kiantone 

Mealy 

11 

31 

21 

Jamestown 

Mealy 

Swamp  Sparrow 

11 

20F 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

11 

22 

1 

Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne  et  al 

Snow  Bunting 

it 

1 

350 

Dunkirk 

Rew 

11 

1 

300 

Dunkirk 

Swansons 

it 

11,27 

300 

Town  of  Batavia 

Buckland 

n 

13 

510 

Ellery  Center-Bear  Lake 

Pillsbury 

(maximum  1 

counts  for  month) 
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Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  (as  corrected):  105 
Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  23 
Total  for  1964:  128 


Errata: 

Volume  25  -  p.  ?6:  Northern  Phalarope,  Nov.  8L,  1,  Erie  Beach,  Ont.,  Andrle, 
Thill  should  read  Red  Phalarope,  Nov.  8L,  1,  Erie  Beach,  Ont., 
Andrle ,  Thill 

Volume  30  -  pp.  29,  30:  White -fronted  Goose  -  Mr.  James  L.  Baillie  of  the 

Royal  Ontario  Museum  at  Toronto  states  that  he  observed  this  bird 
to  be  very  tame  and  to  be  wearing  a  private  band.  He  considered 
the  bird  undoubtedly  an  escape  and  the  record  invalid.  Therefore, 
it  is  to  be  deleted  from  our  records. 


STATISTICIANS '  NOTES 

1.  In  as  much  as  the  area  we  have  always  called  "Wolcott sville  Sinks"  has 
been  officially  designated  by  the  U.S.  Pish  and  Wildlife  Service  as  the 
Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  we  propose  to  begin  using  the  correct 
terminology  with  this  issue. 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  at  8:00 
P.M.  from  September  through  June  inclusive. 


May  13  -  "Field  Ornithology  in  the  Tropics"  by  Robert  Andrle 

May  27  -  Program  by  the  Research  Committee,  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Chairman 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

May  2-3  “  Annual  weekend  at  Pymatuning,  Pennsylvania.  For  details  Call  Winston 
Brockner  (XH  7-4758). 

May  17  -  Complete  coverage  of  Oak  Orchard  area  instead  of  May  Bird  Count. 

Those  who  wish  to  help  will  be  assigned  a  section  to  cover.  Leader, 
Harold  D.  Mitchell  (NF  3-8612). 

May  22-24  -  Annual  Meeting  of  New  York  State  Federation  of  Bird  Clubs  at 
Poughkeepsie  as  quests  of  the  Ralph  T.  Waterman  Bird  Club  of 
Dutchess  County.  If  you  wish  a  reservation  blank  call  Marie 
Wendling  (NF  2-6625)  or  Frances  Rew  (NX  2-0342). 

May  24  -  Canadian  Shore  for  Whimbrel.  Meet  6:30  A.M.  at  Vermont  Street 

entrance  to  Peace  Bridge,  Buffalo.  Leader,  Harold  and  Rachel  Axtell. 

May  30  -  Breakfast  at  the  Brockners  (XH  7-4758)  on  Bums  Road,  Derby  at  8:00 
A.M.  (For  directions  consult  B.O.S.  Sectional  Map  16  -  B-12). 

Price  one  dollar. 


Saturday  morning  bird  walks  -  Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery,  Buffalo. 
Meet  at  Windsor  and  Rumsey  Roads  at  *7:OOkM.  on  May  2,9,16,  and  25. 

Note:  All  observers  are  especially  requested  to  spend  whatever  time  they  can 
watching  for  hawks  on  May  2-3.  For  special  assignment  call  Edward  Seeber  (834- 
7007). 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road, 

Lewiston,  N.Y.  14092 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer 
Subscription  Price:  $1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 
EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

Although  April  had  a  wintry  start,  the  average  temperature  was  3.4  degrees 
above  normal  as  a  result  of  the  remainder  of  the  month  being  mostly  warm.  The 
unseasonably  high  temperatures,  especially  of  the  last  six  days,  brought  a  rush  of 
very  early  migrants.  Although  precipitation  was  only  one-third  of  an  inch  above 
normal,  the  weather  seemed  unusually  showery,  even  for  April.  There  were  no  major 
storms,  but  three  inches  of  snow  fell  on  the  third. 

During  the  first  few  days  the  migration  was  about  ten  days  behind  an  average 
year.  Before  the  end  of  the  last  week,  however,  it  was  about  a  week  or  ten  days 
ahead.  At  least  twelve  kinds  of  birds  were  so  exceptionally  early  that  their  first 
records  required  verifying  write-ups,  and  a  number  of  other  species  were  nearly 
as  early. 

As  in  March,  hawk  flights  continued  to  be  small,  except  a  moderate  movement 
on  the  26th  at  Jordan,  Ontario.  Unusually  large  numbers  of  Pectoral  Sandpipers 
were  reported  from  several  areas.  Red  Crossbills  continued  to  visit  feeders 
throughout  the  month  as  did  other  species  of  wintering  fringillids.  The  Phoebe, 
Robin,  Hermit  Thrush  and  Bluebird  have  continued  to  show  a  steady  increase  since 
the  disaster  year  of  1958.  The  latter  two,  however,  are  still  only  a  small  fraction 
as  common  as  formerly.  As  good  luck  had  it,  the  12th,  the  day  of  the  annual  B.O.S. 
April  Bird  Count,  produced  the  best  pile-up  of  migrants  of  any  week-end  day  during 
the  month.  On  this  unseasonably  warm  day  -  16  degrees  above  normal,  with  a  maximum 
of  73  -  there  was  a  heavy  influx  of  migrants  such  as  Sapsuckers,  Phoebes,  several 
kinds  of  sparrows,  and  other  birds,  that  would  normally  have  come  earlier  but  had 
been  held  back  by  the  cold  weather;  and  on  this  same  day  there  appeared  the  first 
indications  of  the  early  migration  that  was  about  to  develop  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  month,  indications  consisting  mainly  of  the  early  numbers  of  such  species  as 
Rough-winged  Swallow,  Barn  Swallow,  Brown  Thrasher,  Myrtle  Warbler,  and  Towhee,  and 
the  very  early  record  of  Chimney  Swift.  (Meteorological  data  as  reported  at 
Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport).  -  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of 
Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(  f )  -  indicates  records  from  feeding  stations 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been 


received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 

^Common  Loon 

Apr. 

3 

1  North  Cuba  Marsh 

Rosche 

it 

5 

5  Chautauqua  Lake 

Brockner 

Red-n.  Grebe 

ii 

24,25 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Rosche  et  al 

Great  Blue  Heron 

ti 

5 

16  Town's  Corners  Rookery 

Brockner 

*Green  Heron 

ti 

19 

2  near  Scio 

Rosche,  Burtons 

it 

21 

1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

Common  Egret 

it 

30 

1  Decew  Falls,  Ont. 

Salisbury,  Dorst 

B.-cr. Night  Heron 

it 

13 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

Whistling  Swan 

it 

1 

9  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

ii 

4,11 

13,7  Oak  Orchard  area 

Tulinoffs,  Heilbom 

it 

5 

3  Oak  Orchard 

Danner 

it 

5 

2  Lower  Niagara  River 

Klabundes 

it 

5 

65  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Salisbury s,  Dorst 

it 

7 

7  Oak  Orchard  area 

Mitchell  et  al 

ti 

10 

14  Crescent  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle 

ii 

10 

3  Cuba 

Burtons 

it 

10 

7  Oak  Orchard  area 

Mitchell  et  al 

n 

14 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

ii 

17 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Brownstein 

it 

19 

1  Wellsville 

Burtons,  Rosche 

ti 

19 

1  Thor old,  Ont. 

Salisburys,  Dorst 

it 

20 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Burtons,  Rosche 

ti 

23 

2  Silver  Creek  Reservoir 

Webster 

ii 

24 

2  North  Cuba  Marsh 

Rosche 

it 

25 

8  Silver  Creek  Reservoir 

Rew 

Snow  Goose 

it 

4,11 

7,1  Oak  Orchard  area 

Tulinoffs,  Heilbom 

it 

5 

5  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

5 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

5 

1  Steiner  Rd.,  Newstead 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

7,10 

2  Oak  Orchard  area 

Mitchell  et  al 

it 

11 

1  Oak  Orchard 

Elderkin 

it 

15 

2  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Andrle,  Coggeshall 

Blue  Goose 

ii 

4 

23  Oak  Orchard  area 

Tulinoffs,  Heilbom 

it 

5 

40  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Rosche  et  al 

ti 

7 

1  Oak  Orchard  area 

Mitchell  et  al 

ii 

21 

1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

Gadwall 

it 

15 

2  Eden 

Bourne 

it 

24,25 

1  North  Cuba  Marsh 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

26 

2  Mud  Lakd,  Ont. 

Salisburys,  Dorst 

^European  Widgeon 

u 

7 

1  Kiantone 

Swansons 

Shoveler 

ti 

5 

4  Kiantone 

Elderkin 

tt 

7 

2  Eden 

Bourne 

ti 

7 

2  Oak  Orchard  area 

Mitchell  et  al 

(53) 
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Shoveler 

Redhead 

Ring-necked  Duck 

White-w.  Scoter 

*Surf  Scoter 
Common  Scoter 
Ruddy  Duck 


Hooded  Merganser 
Turkey  Vulture 

Sharp- she  Hawk 

Cooper's  Hawk 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

Red-sho  Hawk 
■*Broad-Wc  Hawk 

Rough-1  o  Hawk 

Bald  Eagle 
Marsh  Hawk 

*0sprey 

Peregrine  Falcon 
*Pigeon  Hawk 


Apr. 

18 

2 

PtoBreeze  (Orleans 

Co. ) 

Brown  stein. 

Grzybowski 

it 

24, 

s25 

2 

North  Cuba  Marsh 

Rosche  et  al 

n 

25 

Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Brownstein, 

Schaffner 

it 

25 

2 

Hanover  Center 

Rew 

ii 

25 

-5 

Cassadaga  Lake 

Pillsbury  et 

al 

ti 

4 

1 

West  Clarksville 

Burtons 

ii 

5 

148 

Cassadaga  Lake 

Brockner 

(maximum 

count 

for  the  month) 

Apr. 

24 

29 

Allegany  County 

Rosche 

it 

26 

33 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd0, 

Ont. 

Axtells 

ti 

25 

1 

Cuba  Lake 

Rosche,  Burtons,  Palmer 

it 

8F 

6 

Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

ii 

5 

1 

Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Rosche  et  al 

ti 

7 

1 

JL 

Oak  Orchard  area 

Mitchell  et 

al 

ti 

15 

10 

Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Andrle,  Cogge shall 

ti 

20 

6 

Cuba.  Lake 

Rosche,  Burtons 

it 

24 

12 

Rushford  Lake 

Rosche . 

- 

it 

24 

3  25 

3,5 

Cuba  Lake 

Rosche  et  al 

ii 

25 

4 

Cassadaga  Lake 

Pillsbury  et 

-  al 

it 

5 

220 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Bro ckner 

(maximum 

count 

for  the  month) 

Apr. 

11 

16 

Allegany  Rd0,  Hanover 

Brownstein 

it 

13 

15 

over  Athol  Springs 

Andrle,  Brownstein 

it 

13 

12 

over  Alma  Hill 

Rosche,  Burtons,  Palmer 

it 

17 

1 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd0, 

Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

11 

8 

Allegany  Rd0,  Hanover 

Brownstein 

it 

11 

2 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd„, 

Ont  o 

Axtells 

n 

19 

13 

over  Thorold,  Ont. 

Salisburys. 

Dorst 

ii 

26 

28 

over  Jordan,  Ont. 

Salisburys, 

Dorst 

it 

11 

1 

Allegany  Rd0,  Hanover 

Brownstein 

it 

19 

37 

over  Thorold,  Ont. 

Salisburys, 

Dorst 

it 

26 

32 

over  Jordan,  Ont. 

Salisburys, 

Dorst 

ti 

5 

4 

over  Rose  Hill  Rd„, 

Onto 

Axtells 

ii 

11 

44 

Allegany  Rd0,  Hanover 

Brownstein 

(one  melanistic  individual) 

Apr. 

19 

31 

over  Thorold,  Ont. 

Salisburys, 

Dorst 

ti 

26 

19 

over  Jordan,  Ont. 

Salisburys, 

Dorst 

it 

26 

5 

over  Jordan,  Ont. 

Salisburys, 

Dorst 

it 

19 

1 

near  Belmont- 

Rosche 

ii 

19 

185 

over  Thorold,  Ont. 

Salisburys, 

Dorst 

ti 

21 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

ii 

22 

14 

over  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

it 

26 

477 

over  Jordan,  Ont. 

Salisburys, 

Dorst 

ti 

11 

1 

Allegany  Rd0,  Hanover 

Brownstein 

ii 

13 

,20 

7,1 

Lyndonville 

Smiths 

it 

19 

4 

over  Thorold,  Ont. 

Salisburys, 

Dorst 

ii 

22 

1 

Wellsville 

Burtons 

it 

26 

4 

over  Jordan,  Onto 

Salisburys, 

Dorst 

ti 

26 

i 

X 

over  Jordan,  Ont. 

Salisburys, 

Dorst 

it 

11 

2 

Allegany  Rd0,  Hanover 

Brownstein 

tt 

19 

2 

over  Thorold,  Ont . 

Salisburys, 

Dorst 

it 

5 

1 

Kiantone 

Elderkin 

ii 

11 

2 

Allegany  Rdc,  Hanover 

Brownstein 

it 

7 

1 

Springbrook 

Webster 

ii 

13 

1 

Eden 

Bourne 

u' 
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Sparrow  Hawk 

11 

11 

19 

Turkey 

ti 

4 

Virginia  Rail 

11 

22 

it 

25 

it 

25 

*Sora 

it 

25 

11 

26 

*- Common  Gallinule 

ti 

19 

11 

22 

Upland  Plover 

it 

13 

■^Spotted  Sandp. 

it 

20 

it 

23 

Solitary  Sandp, 

ti 

25 

11 

26 

Gr0  Yellowlegs 

it 

25 

ti 

26 

(maximum 

Ls.  Yellowlegs 

Apr. 

25 

it 

25 

Pectoral  Sandp. 

it 

13 

it 

14 

11 

15 

11 

16 

it 

17 

11 

18 

it 

18 

11 

19 

11 

19 

11 

19 

it 

23 

it 

25 

11 

25,26 

it 

26 

Glaucous  Gull 

ti 

9,10 

it 

14 

it 

30 

Iceland  Gull 

it 

6 

(Log. glaucoides ) 
* Common  Tern 

ti 

11 

■^Caspian  Tern 

it 

17 

it 

24 

11 

25 

11 

28 

*'Black-b0  Cuckoo 

Apr. 

30 

Snowy  Owl 

Apr. 

7 

Short-e0  Owl 

ti 

1 

11 

2-14 

it 

28 

*  Whip-poor-will 

Apr. 

18 

Apr. 

26 

11 

27 

Chimney  Swift 

Apr. 

19 

^"Red-h .Woodpecker  Apr. 

23 

It 

29 

6  Allegany  Rd.,  Hanover 

7  over  Thorold,  Ont. 

1  Village  of  Hamburg 

1  Kiantone 

2  Allenburg,  Onto 

2  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

3  Oak  Orchard  GMA 
2  Kiantone 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 
1  Kiantone 
1  Lake  View 
1  Cuba  Lake 
1  Eden 

1  near  Falconer 
1  Hanover  Center 
38  Hanover  Center 
45  Hanover  Center 
counts  for  the  month) 

1  North  Cuba  Marsh 
1  Hanover  Center 
126  Hanover  Center 
50  Bauer  Road,  Eden 
63  Town  of  Newstead 
480  Hanover  Center 
•  101  Boston 

300  Wclcottsville  Sinks 
318  Wolcott sville  Sinks 
326  Wolcott sville  Sinks 

6  Sherman 

300  Wolcott sville  Sinks 
75  Hanover  Center 
65  Hanover  Center 
27  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont0 
325  Hanover  Center 
1  Hamburg  Town  Park 
1  Sturgeon  Point 
1  Port  Weller,  Ont, 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

7  Dunkirk 

1  Rushford  Lake 

2  Dunkirk 

1  Athol  Springs 
1  Como  Park,  Lancaster 
1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

3  Niagara  Falls 
1-6  Lyndonville 

1  Bedell  Rd0, Grand  Island 
1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

1  Lyndonville 

1  Dunkirk 

2  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 
1  Angola-on-the-Lake 

1  Point  Gratiot 


Brownstein 

Salisburys,  Dorst 

Rochester  et  al 

Swanson 

Do  Salisbury 

Brownstein,  Schaffner 

Brownstein,  Schaffner 

Elderkin 

Buckland 

Swansons 

Brownstein 

Rosche 

Bourne 

Pillsbury 

Rosche  et  al 

Rew 

Rosche  et  al 

Rosche,  Burtons,  Palmer 
Rew 

Brownstein 

Bourne 

Andrle,  Cogge shall 
Brownstein 
Ro Chester 

Reuthers,  Loersches 

Brownstein,  Grzybowski 

Maley,  Foster 

Bro ckners 

Klabundes 

Webster 

Rew 

Axtells 
Rosche  et  al 
Bourne 
Bourne 

D.  Salisbury 
Bourne 

Salisburys,  Dorst 

Brownstein 

Rosche 

Elderkin,  Pillsbury  et  al 
Bourne 

Andrle,  Byron 

Webster 

Brockner 

Smiths 

Brownsteins 

R.  Axtell 

Smiths 

Brownstein 

Axtells 

'Webster 

Brownstein,  Miga 


(55) 


Volo  30,  No0  5  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con't) 


*Yo~bo  Sapsucker 

Apr0 

7 

1  Oak  Orchard  area 

Mitchell  et  al 

, 

ti 

11 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

it 

11 

1  Jamestown 

Elder kin 

ti 

11 

1  Alma 

Rosche 

■^Eastern  Kingbird  Apr» 

25 

1  Kimball  Stand 

Elderkin  et  al 

Apre 

~2% 

1  Allegany  Rd0,  Hanover 

Rosche  et  al 

*Gr. Crested  Fly„ 

Aprn 

23 

1  Erie  Beach,  Onto 

Freitags 

Apr0 

29 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Brownstein,  Benton 

Apr0 

30 

2  Como  Park,  Lancaster 

Andrle,  Byron 

11 

30 

1  Derby 

Brockners 

11 

30 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

11 

30 

1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Brown stein 

*Least  Fly0 

11 

29 

5  Dunkirk 

Brownstein 

it 

30 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

it 

30 

2  Belmont 

Burtons 

*Bank  Swallow 

it 

18 

8  North  Cuba  Marsh 

Rosche 

11 

19 

4  Derby  to  Findley  Lake 

Brockners 

Rough-w.  Swallow 

ti 

14 

2  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

11 

14 

2  Port  Colborne,  Onto 

Do  Salisbury 

Barn  Swallow 

n 

14 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

* Cliff  Swallow 

it 

18 

1  North  Cuba  Marsh 

Rosche 

11 

21 

2  Langford 

Bourne 

Purple  Martin 

ti 

7 

3  Eden 

Bourne 

n 

7 

1,1  Lake  View,  Evans 

Brownstein 

Tufted  Titmouse 

it 

1-30 

1  Derby 

Brockners 

it 

23 

1  PtoBreeze  (Erie  Co„)(f) 

Webster 

11 

25 

1  near  York's  Corners 

Rosche 

tt 

30 

1  Elmwood  &  Bryant,  Bflo„ 

Axtell 

Red»br0  Nuthatch 

it 

4-30 

1  Derby 

Brockners 

it 

24 

1  Como  Park,  Lancaster 

Mitchell  et  al 

n 

27,29 

1,3  Point  Gratiot 

Brownstein 

*House  Wren 

it 

23 

2  Eden 

Bourne 

ti 

26=30 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

Carolina  Wren 

n 

29 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

Mockingbird 

11 

5 

1  Rensch  Rd.,  Amherst 

Rosche  et  al 

ti 

26 

1  near  Olcott 

Klabundes 

*  Catbird 

11 

27 

1  Dunkirk 

Brownstein 

11 

28 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Brown  Thrasher 

tt 

5F 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

*Wood  Thrush 

ti 

26-30 

1=2  Springbrook 

Danner 

11 

28=30 

3  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

11 

29 

12  Dunkirk 

Brownstein 

*Hermit  Thrush 

it 

6 

1  Angola 

Bourne 

*Veery 

1! 

29 

3  Dunkirk 

Brownstein 

Eastern  Bluebird 

For  the  first  time  in  several  years,  observations  of  this 

species  are  not  being  listed  here0  The  records  this  month 
indicate  a  rather  widespread  increase  in  numbers  this  year, 
especially  in  areas  of  the  southern  tier0 


*Be “go Gnat catcher  Apr„ 

Apr, 

11 


17 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

27 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

Brownstein 

28 

2 

Erie  Beach, 

Ont. 

Brownstein 

29 

9 

Dunkirk 

Brownstein 

30 

1 

Erie  Beach, 

Onto 

A0  Freitag 
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*B.-go&iat catcher  Apr.  30 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet  n  13 

»  13 

11  13 

Water  Pipit  "  29 

^Loggerhead  Shrike  "  5 

"  5 

«  23 

*White-e.  Vireo  "  27*29 

■^Solitary  Vireo 

it 

28 

it 

29 

^Warbling  Vireo 

it 

29 

ti 

29 

it 

30 

u 

30 

*  B1 0-&-wh  .Warbler 

it 

28 

»  28-30 

11 

29 

it 

29 

it 

29 

*Worm-e.  Warbler 

it 

29 

*Blue-w.  Warbler 

Apr. 28-30 

* Nashville  Warb. 

Apr. 

28 

«  28-30 

tt 

29 

it 

29 

it 

29 

11 

29 

*Yellow  Warbler 

it 

23 

tt 

29 

it 

29 

it 

29 

*■  Magnolia  Warbler 

Apr. 

29 

Apr. 

2? 

Apr. 

30 

*B0”t„Blue  Warb. 

ti 

29 

it 

30 

Myrtle  Warbler 

ti 

17 

*B.-t, Green  Warb. 

11 

26 

it 

29 

tt 

29 

tt 

29 

■^Blackburnian  War 

it 

9 

29 

* Chestnut-s.  Warb 

.Apr. 

*Pine  Warbler 

Apr. 

23 

*-Palm  Warbler 

it 

26 

11 

27 

*No.  Waterthrush 

tt 

23 

it 

28 

*La.  Waterthrush 

ti 

27 

*Yellowthroat 

Apr. 

28 

■^Baltimore  Oriole 

Apr. 

28 

11 

29 

it 

30 

Evening  Grosbeak 

ti 

1-30 

2  Como  Park,  Lancaster 
4  Jamestown 

1  Point  Gratiot 
1  Brant 
1  Dunkirk 
1  Royalton 
1  Cambria 
1  Angola 
1  Dunkirk 
1  Jamestown 

3  Point  Gratiot 
1  Springbrook 

4  Dunkirk 

1  Tifft  St o,  Buffalo 
1  Erie  Beach,  Onto 
1  Thorold,  Ont. 

1  Lewiston 

2  Springbrook 

2  Lyndonville 
10  Dunkirk 

1  Point  Gratiot 
1  Lewiston 
1  Hamburg 
1  Lewiston 
1  Eggertsville 
1  Springbrook 
1  Lyndonville 

3  Dunkirk 

2-3  near  Dunkirk 
1  Belmont 
1  Hamburg 

5  Dunkirk 

1  Point  Gratiot 
1  Dunkirk 
1  Lyndonville 
1  Dunkirk 
1  Hamburg 

4  Point  Gratiot 
1  Hamburg 

1  Lyndonville 

2  Eggertsville 
15  Dunkirk 

3  Point  Gratiot 

2  Point  Gratiot 
1  Alma  Pond 

1  Hamburg 
1  Point  Gratiot 

3  Alma  Pond 

1  Waverly  Beach,  Ont. 

2  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

1  Wainfleet  Marsh,  Ont. 
1  Hamburg 
1  Eggertsville 
1  Point  Gratiot 
2-30  Hamburg 


Andrle,  Byron 

Elderkin 

Brownstein 

Brownstein 

Brownstein 

Brownstein  et  al 

Klabunde  s 

Webster 

Brownstein 

Elderkin 

Brownstein,  Benton 
Danner 
Brownstein 
Andrle 

A.  Freitag,  Rathbun 

Salisbury 

Klabunde s 

Danner 

Smiths 

Brownstein 

Brownstein,  Benton 

Klabunde s 

Bourne 

Klabundes 

McKales 

Danner 

Smiths 

Brownstein 

Pillsbury,  Elderkin  et  al 

Burtons 

Bourne 

Brownstein 

Brownstein,  Miga 

Brownstein 

Smiths 

Brownstein 

Bourne 

Brownstein 

Bourne 

Smiths 

Brownstein 

Brownstein 

Brownstein,  Benton 

Brownstein 

Rosche 

Bourne 

Brownstein 

Rosche 

Brownstein 

Bourne 

Brownstein 

Rochester 

McKales 

Brownstein  et  al 
Andrle 
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Evening  Grosbeak 

Apr 

1-30 

2-16  Belmont 

Burtons 

n 

3 

40  over  New  Hudson 

Rosche 

it 

3 

40  over  Cuba 

Rosche 

it 

13 

1  Port  Golborne,  0nto 

D0  Salisbury 

it 

17,25 

11,2  Derby 

Brockners 

it 

27 

2  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

it 

27,29 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Brown  stein 

it 

29 

35  Hamburg  (f) 

Ro  Chester 

ii 

29 

4  Springbrook 

Danner 

Purple  Finch 

it 

29 

22  Springbrook 

Danner 

(maximum  count  for  the  month) 

Common  Redpoll 

Apr. 

3 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

it 

13L 

5  Lake  View 

Brown stein 

Pine  Siskin 

it 

1-30 

3-12  Hamburg 

Andrle 

n 

2 

7  Cassadaga 

Rew 

ii 

24 

1  Como  Park,,  Lancaster 

Mitchell,  Mrozek 

it 

26 

25  over  Angola 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

29 

18  Hamburg  (f) 

Ro Chester 

Red  Crossbill 

V  " 

3 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

II 

3,7 

20,6  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

1,22 

4,2  Wellsville 

Burtons 

II 

5,6,9  1 

,2,1  Hamburg 

Andrle 

II 

9 

2  Como  Park,  Lancaster 

A.  Freitag 

It 

12 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

It 

14-17 

2  Jamestown 

Elderkin 

II 

16 

6  Tonawanda 

A0  Freitag,  Rathbun 

It 

19 

18  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

30 

9  Eden 

Rochester 

^Grasshopper  Spac 

II 

21 

1  Langford 

Bourne 

II 

27 

1  Ransom  Rd0, Grand  Island 

Brown steins 

*Hens low’s  Sparrow 

It 

24,25 

1  Friendhip 

Rosche 

Oregon  Junco 

II  c 

,6,15  2 

,1,1  Eggert sville  (f) 

McKales 

Tree  Sparrow 

II 

29,30 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Chipping  Sparrow 

II 

11F 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

White-cr<>  Sparrow 

II 

1-30 

12  Rose  Hill  Rdo,0nto  (f) 

Axtells 

II 

21 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

It 

27F 

3  Orchard  Park 

Bourne 

If 

29 

3  Dunkirk 

Brownstein 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  re corded s  128 
Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issues  64 
Total  for  1964:  192 


STATISTICIANS1  NOTES 

10  Contrary  to  the  announcement  in  the  April,  1964,  issue  of  the  Prothonotary, 
the  name  "Wolcott sville  Sinks"  will  continue  for  the  immediate  future  to  be 
considered  a  satisfactory  name  for  the  area  to  which  it  has  customarily  been 
applied  in  our  records 0  The  Statisticians  welcome  suggestions  and  discussion 
concerning  more  suitable  names  by  which  to  refer  to  localities  in  the  "Oak  Orchard 
A  rea," 


/  ♦ 
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ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


Report  of  the  April  Bird  Count 

Date;  April  12,  1964 


Species  Recorded;  Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  division  numbers  where 
the  species  was  observed  when  it  was  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  divisions „  An 
asterisk  (*)  preceding  the  name  of  a  species  indicates  the  first  record  for  the 
year0  Underlined  common  names  indicate  that  an  acceptable  detailed  written 
verification,  according  to  the  “Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario”  (B„0oS<,,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been  received  and  placed 
in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Bo0oSo 


Loons  -  Mergansers; 


Common  Loon 

14 

American  WTidgeon 

203 

^Red-necked  Grebe 

18(7) 

Shoveler 

11 

Homed  Grebe 

163 

Wood  Duck 

129 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

54 

Redhead 

70 

Great  Blue  Heron 

63 

Ring-necked  Duck 

287 

*  Common  Egret 

2(5,28) 

Canvasback 

281 

*Black-cro  Night  Heron 

60(9) 

■Greater  Scaup 

2226 

American  Bittern 

5 

Lesser  Scaup 

432 

Whistling  Swan 

51 

Common  Goldeneye 

2523 

Canada  Goose 

48974 

Bufflehead 

467 

Snow  Goose 

3(5,10) 

Old squaw 

22(8,1 

Mallard 

281 

White-winged  Scoter 

12(4,5 

Black  Duck 

173 

Ruddy  Duck 

50 

Pintail 

448 

Hooded  Merganser 

91 

Green-winged  Teal 

25 

Common  Merganser 

1305 

Blue-winged  Teal 

47 

Red-br„  Merganser 

2551 

Vulture  -  Rails; 

Turkey  Vulture 

56 

Osprey 

8 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

25 

Peregrine  Falcon 

1(24) 

Cooper's  Hawk 

14 

Sparrow  Hawk 

111 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

111 

Ruffed  Grouse 

22 

Red- shouldered  Hawk 

29 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

182 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

2(6) 

Turkey 

4 

Bald  Eagle  (imm.) 

1(7) 

^Virginia  Rail 

1(21) 

Marsh  Hawk 

27 

American  Coot 

51 

Plovers  -  Terns; 

Killdeer 

441 

■^Pectoral  Sandpiper 

185 

*Am0  Golden  Plover 

1(21) 

Iceland  Gull 

5 

American  Woodcock 

24 

Gr„  Black-bo  Gull 

1(7) 

Common  Snipe 

96 

Herring  Gull 

2554 

f  ^Upland  Plover 

1(12) 

Ring-billed  Gull 

9207 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

22 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

1088 

^Lesser  Yellowlegs 

5(12,16, 

23)  Common  Tern 

2(11) 

(59) 


Vclo  30,  No.  5  -  April  Bird  Count  (con't) 
Doves  -  Swallows: 


Rock  Dove 

238 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

28 

Mourning  Dove 

408 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

3(13) 

-'Barn  Owl 

1(14) 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  69 

Screech  Owl 

2(9,27) 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

96 

Great  Homed  Owl 

5 

Downy  Woodpecker 

208 

^Barred  Owl 

3(7,25) 

Eastern  Phoebe 

330 

Short-eared  Owl 

K7) 

Horned  Lark  (a3.pestris) 

435 

Saw-whet  Owl 

1(14) 

Tree  Swallow 

173 

^Chimney  Swift 

1(21) 

^Rough-winged  Swallow 

3(12,14,18) 

Belted  Kingfisher 

116 

*Barn  Swallow 

8 

Yellow-shafted  Flicker 

655 

Purple  Martin 

68 

Jays  -Warblers: 


Blue  Jay  26l 

Common  Crow  2093 

Black-capped  Chickadee  754 
Boreal  Chickadee  1(12) 

Tufted  Titmouse  3(21,22) 

White-br.  Nuthatch  208 

Red-br.  Nuthatch  15 

Brown  Creeper  97 

Winter  Wren  6 

Carolina  Wren  1(22) 


Robin 

Hermit  Thrush 
Eastern  Bluebird 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet 
*Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 
WTater  Pipit 
Cedar  Waxwing 
Loggerhead  Shrike 
Starling 
Myrtle  Warbler 


7127 

16 

94 

167 

22 

170(11,12,15) 

200 

7 

27640 

11 


House  Sparrow  -  Fringillids : 


House  Sparrow 

5481 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

1666 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

26276 

Rusty  Blackbird 

301 

Common  Grackle 

13093 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

3418 

Cardinal 

284 

Evening  Grosbeak 

360 

Purple  Finch 

56 

Common  Redpoll 

17(4>12) 

Pine  Siskin 

65 

American  Goldfinch 

236 

Red  Crossbill 

79 

White-winged  Crossbill 

14(27) 

Rufous-So  Towhee  29 

Savannah  Sparrow  176 

Vesper  Sparrow  283 

Slate-c.  Junco  6618 

Oregon  Junco  1(22) 

Tree  Sparrow  643 

Chipping  Sparrow  55 

Field  Sparrow  73 

White-cr.  Sparrow  20 

White-thr*  Sparrow  20 

Fox  Sparrow  99 

Swamp  Sparrow  25 

Song  Sparrow  5841 

Snow  Bunting  1(12) 


Miscellaneous :  GRAND  TOTAL:  132  species;  about  182,467  individuals. 


Sectional  Divisions  and  Observers:  The  following  divisions  are  those 
defined  by  the  map  "Sectional  Divisions  of  the  Territory  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society"  (1956).  The  list  gives  the  number  of  each  division 
and  the  name  of  a  place  in  that  division.  Underlined  names  denote  the  individuals 
or  group  responsible  for  the  coverage  of  each  division.  26  of  the  28  sectional 
divisions  were  covered. 

1.  Fonthill,  Ont.  -  not  covered 
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3o  Wilson,  N.Y. 

A*  Middleport,  N.Y. 

5o  Oak  Orchard,  N.Y. 
6.  Port  Maitland,  Ont. 
7o  Lowbanks,  Ont. 

8.  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

9  .  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 

10.  Akron,  N.Y. 

11.  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

12.  Lancaster,  N.Y, 


1 3 o  Batavia,  N.Y. 


14o  Hamburg,  N.Y. 
15.  Java,  N.Y. 


16.  Angola,  N.Y. 

17.  Cattaraugus,  N.Y. 

18.  Delevan,  N.Y. 

19.  Fillmore,  N.Y. 

2  0.  Dunkirk,  N.Y. 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  N.Y. 


22.  Sherman,  N.Y. 


23.  Frewsburg,  N.Y. 


24.  Allegany  Park, N.Y. 

25.  Allegany,  N.Y. 

2  6.  Cuba  Lake,  N.Y. 


27.  Bolivar,  N.Y. 


-  Mr0  John  Lehrer 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward 
Ulrich 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde 

-  Mr.  Arthur  Clark 

-  Mr.  James  Braunberns,  Miss  Mary  Louise  Emerson 

-  Dr0  and  Mrs.  Robert  Andrle,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Axtell 

-  Mr.  Harold  D„  Mitchell,  Phillip  Greene,  Gary  Kuyava, 

Eugene  Trabka 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Ulrich.  Mrs.  Merecedes  Lovelace, 

Miss  Alberta  Magel,  Mr.  Raymond  Franz 

-  Dr.  Arthur  Freitag 

-  Marie  and  Margaret  Wendling,  Gertrude  Ruggles,  Katrina 
Sc-hwenger,  Gertrude  Webster,  Dorothy  Danner,  Mrs. 

Harry  Schafer,  Mr.  Carl  Mrozek 

-  Mrs.  QoLo  Pixley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  Annabal,  Mr.  George 
Buckland,  Mr.  George  Mahaney,  Mrs.  Max  Mason,  Mr.  Don 
Thureau,  Mr.  David  Thompson 

-  Mrs.  James  A.  Creighton,  Mrs.  Bartlett  Ramsdell,  Miss 
Alison  Abbott,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  Dietrich 

-  East  Aurora  Bird  Club;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Reuther, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Lange,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Sisler, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  Calkins,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Nelson, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orville  Crow,  Mrs.  Charles  Reinhart,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  Schweikhard 

-  Miss  Frances  Rew,  Miss  Frances  Rathbun,  Mr.  Richard 
Brownstein 

-  Dr.  and  Mrs.  David  Bigelow,  Norwood  C.  Hazard,  Miss 
Sandra  Dillon,  Mr.  Fred  T.  Hall 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  L.  Bourne.  Mrs.  R.  Wm.  Rochester 

-  Mr.  Harold  Freund 

-  Mr.  Richard  Miga,  Dr.  Allen  H.  Benton,  R.H.  Hesselbart, 

Dr.  Willard  F.  Stanley 

-  Jamestown  Audubon  Society;  Mrs.  Laura  Waterman,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kenneth  Swanson,  Mrs.  Stanley  Buck,  Mrs.  Nina 
Bates,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  Pat chin,  Elizabeth 
Feldhusen,  Caroline  Demarest,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.G. 

Burgeson,  Mrs.  Warren  Bush 

-  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Mrs.  Russell  Pillsbury, 

Mrs.  Victor  Gastol,  Mr.  William  Mealy,  Mrs.  Limberg, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theodore  Elderkin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
Nelms,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  Potter 

-  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Mr.  Clarence  Beal,  Mr. 

Cook  Anderson,  Miss  Annabelle  Hiller,  Miss  Ruth  Ahrens, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allan  Findley,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur 
Babath,  Miss  Geraldine  Lockwood 

-  Miss  Elma  Bowen,  Miss  Lena  Turner 

-  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen  W.  Eaton 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henning  B.  von  Arnim,  Mr.  Fred  Meyer,  Mr. 
Eric  Saylor,  Mr.  Terry  Moore,  Mr.  Richard  C.  Rosche, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Royce  T.  Norton 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lou  L.  Burton,  Mr.  Richard  C.  Rosche, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerald  Smith,  Miss  Marjorie  Richmond, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henning  von  Arnim,  Mrs.  Louise  Jacoby, 

Mr.  Gary  Enderle,  Roger  Miller,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.L. 
Casterline 
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28.  Alfred,  N0Y0  -  Mrs.  Carl  L.  Burdick,  Mrs.  Charles  Kinzie,  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Arthur  Clark,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murray  Rice,  Dr. 
Gordon  Ogden,  Mr.  Marshall  Howe,  Mrs.  Helen  Champlin, 
Mr.  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edw.  Foster, 
Mrs.  Eva  Ford,  Mrs.  Helen  Thomas,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Kenneth  McClure,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lou  L0  Burton,  Mrs. 
Katherine  Palmer,  D.  Baker,  Paul  Davies,  Mrs.  George 
Jo  Openhym,  Mr0  and  Mrs.  Carl  Burdick,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Theodore  McClure,  Mrs.  Bror  Larson,  Mrs.  Raymond 
Woodworth,  Mrs.  Neil  Bernard,  Mrs.  Harry  Jacobs,  Mrs. 
Lloyd  Pendleton,  Mrs.  Olive  Graves,  Mrs.  Minnie 
Clark,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Fuller,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Raymond  Pit z rick,  Mr.  Edward  Rayburn 

The  count  leaders  wish  to  express  their  thanks  to  everyone  for  their  fine 
cooperation  and  their  prompt  returning  of  reports.  -  Mrs.  R0  William  Rochester, 
216  Highland  Avenue  and  Mrs.  James  Creighton,  78  Union  Street,  Hamburg,  New  York. 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


July  8  -  Picnic  meeting  at  Chestnut  Ridge  Park.  Meet  at  6:00  P.M.  at  the 
Casino.  Bring  supper. 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

June  2?  -  Breeding  Bird  Census  at  Beaver  Meadow  Wildlife  Refuge.  Leader, 
Harold  Mitchell.  Volunteers  are  needed.  Please  call  the  leader 
if  you  can  take  part.  (Notes  if  weather  is  bad  on  June  27,  the 
count  will  be  held  on  June  28). 

July  19  -  Eighteenth  Annual  Shorebird  Count.  Leader,  Edward  L.  Seeber 

(834-7007)  <>  Please  save  this  date  and  call  the  leader  for  territory 
assignments. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compilers  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  WTalter  Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road, 

Lewiston,  New  York  14092 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 
EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

May  was  pleasantly  warm,  Uok  degrees  above  normal,  with  vegetation  one  or  two 
weeks  early.  Precipitation  was  practically  normal 0  It  was  an  unusually  windy  month 0 
The  winds  of  May  9,  with  an  average  of  26  m.p.h.  and  a  peak  gust  of  65  m.p.h.,  did  a 
great  deal  of  damage  to  birds5  nests 0  One  observer  personally  knew  of  three  occupied 
Sparrow  Hawk  nest  stubs  and  several  active  woodpecker  nests  that  were  blown  down0 
Many  nests  of  other  species  were  either  blown  down,  torn  apart,  tilted  over,  or  their 
contents  dumped  or  shaken  out  or  destroyed 0  Following  immediately  upon  two  weeks  of 
unseasonably  high  temperatures  during  which  the  tender  new  shoots  on  trees,  shrubs, 
and  ground  vegetation  had  grown  very  unusually  tender  and  top-heavy,  great 
quantities  of  these  young  shoots  either  broke  or  whip-lashed  and  were  whipped  by  each 
other  until  they  diedj  a  few  days  later  the  windward  side  of  some  trees  and  shrubs 
appeared  to  be  dead,  the  leeward  side  alive 0  The  extreme  length  and  tenderness  of 
many  of  these  shoots  to  which  some  nests  were  attached  was  the  cause  of  many  nest 
losseso 


There  were  no  week-ends  or  week  days  that  anyone  went  on  a  long  field  trip 
when  the  birding  could  have  been  called  even  as  good  as  average.  There  were  several 
mid-week  days,  however,  when  an  hour  or  two  in  Delaware  Park,  Buffalo  produced 
better-than-average  bird-finding. 

Several  reports  of  Cattle  Egrets  high-lighted  the  month.  It  is  strange  that 
even  with  the  high  winds,  no  hawk  flights  were  reported.  The  Whimbrel  migration 
filtered  through,  with  no  concentrated  movement  on  any  one  particular  day  as  in  some 
years.  A  Kentucky  Warbler  at  Hamburg  is  of  special  interest.  (Meteorological  data 
as  reported  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport).  -  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  indicates  records  from  feeding  stations 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.So,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  BoOoS. 


Common  Loon 

May 

21 

2  Rathfon  Point,  Onto 

Freitags,  Nathan 

*D0-cro  Cormorant 

II 

11 

1  over  Hamburg 

Bourne 

II 

26 

1  Long  Beach,  Onto 

Andrle,  Thill 

^Cattle  Egret 

It 

3 

3  Kiantone 

Elderkin  et  al 

II 

16 

1  Belmont 

Burtons  et  al 

tl 

26 

1  south  of  Wellandport, 

Andrle,  Thill,  Clark 

Ont  o 

(collected; 

first  specimen  for  area;  now 

in  Buffalo 

Museum  of  Science) 

Common  Egret 

May 

21 

1  Evangola  State  Park 

Bourne 

*-Least  Bittern 

it 

23 

5  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Brownstein  et  al 

it 

31 

1  Fort  Erie,  Onto 

Ho  Axtell 

(freshly  killed  on  road) 

Canada  Goose 

May 

1 

900  Wolcott sville  Sinks 

Andrle,  Mitchell 

it 

10 

3  Kiantone 

Elderkin 

Snow  Goose 

it 

1L 

1  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Andrle,  Mitchell 

Green-w.  Teal 

it 

10 

1  Kiantone 

Elderkin 

Shoveler 

it 

16 

2  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Brockner 

it 

23 

2  Oak  Orchard  area 

Brownstein  et  al 

Redhead 

it 

4L 

2  Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle 

0 Idsquaw 

n 

30 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont0 

Brownstein  et  al 

White-Wo  Scoter 

it 

28L 

4  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Broad-w,,  Hawk 

n 

23,24 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Bald  Eagle 

it 

3 

1  over  Hamburg 

Bourne 

(immature) 

Osprey 

May 

8L 

2  Alfred 

Burtons 

*Bobwhite 

n 

23 

3  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Brownstein  et  al 

Turkey 

it 

30 

30  Allegany  State  Park 

Brownstein  et  al 

■^Sernio  Plover 

ii 

10 

2  Belmont 

Burtons 

ii 

21 

3  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie  Freitags,  Nathan 

*Ruddy  Turnstone 

it 

17,21 

15,4  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

A.  Freitag  et  al 

it 

30 

80  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

*Whimbrel 

ii 

21 

7 0  Mo  rgan 11  s  Po  int ,  Ont . 

Freitags,  Nathan 

it 

26 

41  Castaday  Point,  Onto 

Andrle,  Thill 

ti 

26 

5  Long  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Thill 

Upland  Plover 

it 

10 

2  Belmont 

Burtons 

Solitary  Sandpiper  " 

24L 

1  Delaware  Park,  Buffalo 

A0  Freitag 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

it 

23L 

1  Iroquois  N0W0R0 

Brownstein  et  al 

*Knot 

it 

29 

2  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Pectoral  Sandpiper  " 

28L 

1  Morgan5 s  Point,  Onto 

A0  Freitag,  Rathbun 

*Wh0“r o  Sandpiper 

it 

30 

6  Grant  Point,  Onto 

Brownstein  et  al 

■^Least  Sandpiper 

ti 

10 

2  Belmont 

Burtons 

(64) 


Vole  30,  No.  6  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con't) 


*Least  Sandpiper 
*Dunlin 


*Semi0  Sandpiper 


*Sanderling 
Glaucous  Gull 

Gr0 Black-bo  Gull 
*  Black  Tern 

■ttYellow-b*  Cuckoo 


Black«be  Cuckoo 
Barn  Owl 
Whip-poor-will 
^Common  Nighthawk 
* R  0 -t 0 Hummingbi rd 

Red-bo  Woodpecker 
Red-h  oWoodpe  cker 


*Yellow-b0Flycat . 

* Acadian  Flycat, 

*  T  raill * s  Flycat . 


*E0  Wood  Pewee 
*0o-so  Flycatcher 


•*Black-b„  Magpie 

Tufted  Titmouse 
Red-br»  Nuthatch 


Winter  Wren 
Carolina  Wren 
*Long-bo  Mo  Wren 


May 

13 

2  Rathfon  Point.  Onto 

Brownstein 

tt 

10 

8  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie  Freitag,  Freund 

n 

17 

55  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

A0  Freitag  et  al 

it 

30 

120  Sugarloaf  and  Grant 
Points,  Onto 

Brownstein  et  al 

11 

21 

2  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie  Freitags,  Nathan 

ti 

27 

2  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

11 

27,28 

4  Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

30 

1200  Sugarloaf  and  Grant 
Points ,  Onto 

Brownstein  et  al 

11 

15 

2  Wales  Center 

Danner 

May 

26 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Onto 

Andrle,  Thill,  Cl? 

( collected $ 

specimen  in  Buffalo  Museum  of 

Science) 

May 

21 

8  Morgan's  Point,  Onto 

Freitags,  Nathan 

11 

5 

2  Tifft  St0,  Buffalo 

Andrle 

11 

12 

1  Langford 

Bourne 

11 

9 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

11 

13 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Qnt. 

Brownstein 

11 

13 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

11 

13 

1  Pt0  Stockholm 

Swansons 

11 

7 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

11 

4 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

11 

5,10 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

11 

6,12 

1-2  Springbrook 

Danner 

n 

6 

2  Buffalo 

A0  Freitag 

11 

9 

2  Belmont 

Burtons 

11 

18 

2  Erie  Beach,  0nto 

Andrle,  Byron 

it 

5 

1  Athol  Springs 

Andrle 

it 

6 

1  Delaware  Park, Buffalo 

A0  Freitag 

11 

4,7,16  1,2,1  Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

8 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

it 

13 

1  Varysburg 

Brockner 

11 

19 

1  Clarksburg 

Bourne 

ti 

24 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

11 

24 

1  Abino  Hills,  Ont, 

Brownstein  et  al 

it 

17 

2  Eden 

Bourne 

11 

17 

2  Allegany  Rde,  Hanover 

Brownstein,  Clark 

11 

19 

1  Jamestown 

Swansons 

11 

10 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

ti 

12 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

11 

10,17 

1,1  Belmont,  Wellsville 

Burtons 

11 

22 

1  Langford 

Bourne 

ti 

30 

1  Allegany  State  Park 

Brownstein  et  al 

11 

17 

1  Delaware  Park,  Buffalo 

Brownstein,  Salisl 

(dead:  specimen  in  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science) 

May 

23 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

11 

3 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

5 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

11 

6 

1  Buffalo 

A0  Freitag 

it 

7,15 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

it 

15L 

2  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

Freitag,  Rathbun 

11 

25,30 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

11 

4 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

it 

15 

4  Oak  Orchard 

Brockner 
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•^Short-b  oMoWren 

9 

1  Langford 

Bourne 

n 

23 

1  Wolcottsville  Sinks 

Brownstein  et  al 

Mo  ckingbird 

H 

4 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

It 

13 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

H  emit  Thrush 

It 

13L 

1  Delaware  Park,  Buffalo 

Brownstein 

•^Swainson’s  Thrush 

It 

2 

1  Buffalo 

A0  Freitag  et  al 

It 

10 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

*Gray-ch0  Thrush 

II 

17 

1  Delaware  Park,  Buffalo 

A0  Freitag,  Nathan 

It 

23 

1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

Veery 

II 

2 

1  Buffalo 

A0  Freitag  et  al 

B0“go  Gnatcatcher 

II 

5 

1  Tifft  St0,  Buffalo 

Andrle 

Golden-cr,  Kinglet 

It 

4L 

2-4  Springbrook 

Danner 

Ruby-cr,  Kinglet 

II 

6L 

1-3  Springbrook 

Danner 

Water  Pipit 

It 

17L 

1  Allegany  Rd„,  Hanover 

Brownstein 

*Y0-thr,  Vireo 

II 

2 

1  Derby 

Bourne 

It 

10 

3  Onoville 

Elderkin 

*Red-e  0  Vireo 

II 

6 

1  Jamestown 

Elderkin 

II 

7 

1  Pt0  Stockholm 

Swansons 

#Phil ,  Vireo 

It 

11 

4  Pt0  Stockholm 

Swansons 

It 

16,18 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

II 

18 

1  Jamestown 

Elderkin 

*Go“W0  Warbler 

It 

4 

1  near  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

5 

1  Como  Park 

Andrle,  Byron 

Blue-Wo  Warbler 

II 

4 

2  Randolph 

Elderkin 

*~Tenn  0  Warbler 

It 

3,4 

3  Springbrook 

Danner 

II 

29 

1  Hickox  Rd0,  Hamburg 

Andrle 

■^Parula  Warbler 

It 

6 

1  Forest  Lawn.,  Buffalo 

A0  Freitag 

II 

10 

2  Onoville 

Elderkin 

If 

13 

1  Morgan 11  s  Point,  Onto 

Brownstein 

It 

17 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

It 

17 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Brownstein,  Clark 

*-Cape  May  Warbler 

II 

11 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

II 

15 

1  Buffalo 

A0  Freitag,  Rathbun 

Myrtle  Warbler 

II 

17L 

1  Wellsville 

Burtons  et  al 

^Cerulean  Warbler 

II 

8 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

It 

10 

1  Onoville 

Elderkin 

Blackburnian  War, 

II 

1 

3  Jamestown 

Elderkin 

Chest ,-s.  Warbler 

It 

3 

1  Buffalo 

A0  Freitag 

*Bay-br,  Warbler 

II 

10 

1  Wellsville 

Burtons 

It 

11 

1  Pt0  Stockholm 

Swansons 

*Blackpoll  Warbler 

II 

15 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

It 

17 

2  Delaware  Park,  Buffalo 

A,  Freitag,  Nathan 

II 

31 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Brockner 

Palm  Warbler 

II 

15L 

1  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag,  Rathbun 

^Ovenbird 

It 

5,6 

1  Buffalo 

A0  Freitag 

No,  Waterthrush 

It 

12 

1  Clarksburg 

Bourne 

■^Kenticky  Warbler 

It 

10 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

* Mourning  Warbler 

It 

13 

4  Allegany  State  Park 

Brockner 

II 

16 

1  Clarksburg 

Bourne 

Yellowthroat 

II 

5 

1  Ki ant one 

Swansons 

*Yellow-br0  Chat  ] 

May 

5 

1  Tifft  St0,  Buffalo 

Andrle 

May 

9 

2  Point  Gratiot 

Brownstein  et  al 

ii 

18 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

it 

23 

1  Roberts  Rd0,  Shelby 

Brownstein  et  al 
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^Hooded  Warbler 

May 

6 

1  Langford 

Bourne 

it 

31 

2  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Brockner 

^Wilson's  Warbo 

May 

6 

1  Buffalo 

A0  Freitag 

May 

9 

1  Dunkirk 

Brownstein  et  al 

it 

21L 

1  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Freitags,  Nathan 

*  Canada  Warbler 

n 

7 

1  Wellsville 

Burtons 

ti 

9 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

*Am0  Redstart 

it 

7 

1  Pt0  Stockholm 

Swansons 

n 

7 

2  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

it 

8 

2-3  Springbrook 

Danner 

^Bobolink 

ti 

4 

1  Pt0  Stockholm 

Swansons 

it 

6 

5  Eden 

Bourne 

•^Orchard  Oriole 

it 

7 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Rusty  Blackbird 

ii 

5L 

1  Tifft  Sto,  Buffalo 

Andrle 

^Scarlet  Tanager 

ti 

5 

1  Jamestown 

Elderkin 

it 

6 

1  Langford 

Bourne 

ti 

6 

1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A0  Freitag 

*Rose-br0  Grosbeak  11 

3 

3  Springbrook 

Danner 

it 

4 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

^Indigo  Bunting 

it 

7 

2  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

ti 

8 

8  Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

13 

93  Allegany  State  Park 

Brockner 

Evening  Grosbeak 

it 

1-8  20-25  Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

6 

2  Derby 

Brockner 

it 

7-8 

3  Springbrook 

Danner 

ti 

9L 

6  Point  Gratiot 

Brownstein  et  al 

Pine  Siskin 

it 

2 

20  Bemus  Point 

Elderkin 

it 

5 

10  Jamestown 

Elderkin 

ii 

6 

6  Derby 

Brockner 

it 

7 

35  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

ii 

8 

4  Tifft  Sto,  Buffalo 

Andrle 

it 

11,13  4,108  Allegany  State  Park 

Brockner 

Red  Crossbill 

it 

5 

12  Belmont 

Burtons 

ii 

1,8 

4,2  Wellsville 

Burtons 

ti 

5 

2  Como  Park 

Andrle  et  al 

ti 

17 

10  Hamburg 

Brockner 

Wh0“Cro  Sparrow 

ti 

20L 

3  Rose  Hill  Road,  Onto 

Axtells 

Wh0-thr0  Sparrow 

it 

21L 

6  Erie  Beach,  Onto 

A0  Freitag,  Nathan 

■^Lincoln1  s  Sparrow  " 

6 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont0 

Axtells 

it 

6 

1  Delaware  Park,  Buffalo 

Ho  Axtell 

ii 

11 

1  Tifft  St0,  Buffalo 

Andrle 

it 

15 

1  Wales  Center 

Danner 

it 

21 

1  Erie  Beach,  Onto 

Freitags,  Nathan 

it 

24L 

1  Langford 

Bourne 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  %  192 
Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issues  J51 
Total  for  1964:  ^43 
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DEMOISELLE  CRANES 


In  response  to  a  telephone  call  from  Oliver  Meddaugh*  Refuge  Manager  of  the 
Oak  Orchard  Game  Management  Area*  Harold  Mitchell  and  the  writer  went  out  on  May  1, 
1964*  to  Ham  Road*  about  2.5  miles  northwest  of  Oakfield*  New  York*  to  observe  four 
cranes  he  had  iocatedo  They  proved  to  be  Demoiselle  Cranes  (Anthropoides  virgo)*  a 
species  which  breeds  in  southeastern  Europe*  most  of  central  Asia*  Algeria*  and 
perhaps  in  Morocco  and  southern  Spain.,  According  to  the  Check-list  of  Birds  of 
the  World  (Peters*  19345  2sl54)5  the  species  winters  in  northeast  Africa  to  the 

White  and  Blue  Niles  and  Ethopia*  and  in  India*  Burma  and  China 0  The  Field  Guide 
to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  (Peterson*  Mount fort  and  Hollom*  1954:104) 
states  that  this  crane  occurs  as  a  vagrant  north  to  Germany*  Denmark  and  Sweden. 
These  four  cranes  were  said  by  Mr0  Martin*  a  local  resident*  to  have  been  in  the 
vicinity  the  previous  two  days.  They  were  feeding  in  the  wheat  and  com  fields 
near  the  junction  of  Ham  and  Macomber  Roads.  We  first  studied  them  in  fairly  good 
light  through  a  19 0 5  power  telescope  and  8  power  binoculars  at  a  distance  of  about 
250  yards. 

In  size  the  cranes  appeared  to  be  slightly  smaller  than  the  Common  Egret* 
but  with  noticeably  shorter  neck  in  proportion  to  body  and  relatively  longer  legs. 

We  could  see  that  all  four  birds  possessed  ashy  gray  backs*  wings*  abdomens  and 
under  tail  coverts.  The  black  extending  from  the  lores*  throat  and  neck  to  lower 
breast*  where  the  feathers  were  elongated*  was  conspicuous.  Their  crowns  were  a 
medium  gray  and  it  was  easily  possible  to  observe  the  elongated  tufts  of  white 
feathers  emerging  posteriorly  from  behind  each  eye.  Legs  and  the  long  pointed 
bills  appeared  black  or  brownish  black.  At  the  distances  we  observed  them  the  iris 
color  (red  in  this  species)  was  not  discernible.  The  long  drooping  feathers  (inner 
secondaries)  over  the  tail  were  clearly  visible. 

The  cranes  flew  not  long  after  we  first  saw  them  and  circled  for  a  short  time 
toward  the  northeast*  then  returned  to  alight  in  a  wheat  field  not  far  from  a  barn. 
They  flew  strongly  with  necks  completely  outstretched  and  legs  trailing.  Their 
primaries  were  very  ragged*  but  this  did  not  appear  to  affect  flight  ability. 

Motion  pictures  of  them  were  secured  in  flight*  and  both  still  and  motion  pictures 
in  color  when  they  were  on  the  ground.  Although  the  birds  seemed  to  be  wary* 
they  paid  little  attention  to  observers  and  we  were  able  to  approach  to  distances  of 
less  than  100  yards.  The  cranes  seemed  to  be  feeding  at  least  partially  on  live 
prey  as  now  and  then  one  would  move  rapidly  as  if  in  pursuit  of  something.  Mr. 
Lawrence  Smith*  Refuge  Manager  of  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge*  his 
assistant*  Mr.  0® Connor*  and  several  of  the  refuge  personnel  also  observed  the 
cranes.  The  birds  were  seen  early  the  next  day  but  not  thereafter.  Mr.  Clayton 
Freiheit*  Curator  of  the  Buffalo  Zoological  Gardens*  has  so  far  learned  of  no  cranes 
of  this  species  missing  from  a  zoo  in  the  immediate  area.  -  Robert  F.  Andrle*  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science*  Buffalo*  New  York. 
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*  «.  , 


Turkey  at  Hamburg,  New  York.-  On  April  14,  1964  a  tom  Turkey  visited  my 
backyard.  This  beautiful  gobbler  flew  into  an  old  elm  tree  about  sixty  feet  from 
the  ground.  It  remained  there  for  two  and  a  half  hours,  from  7:30  to  10:00  A.M. 
Colored  movies  were  taken  by  Mr.  Fred  Hall. 

Then  the  turkey  flew  over  to  Anderson  Place  but  still  in  the  Village.  There 
it  was  photographed  by  Robert  Kaufman  for  the  Hamburg  Sun.  Mr.  Kaufman  used  a 
Cannonflex  RM  Camera,  450  mm  lens,  at  about  100  feet. 

Alerted  Hamburg  birders  observing  the  Turkey  were  Mr.  Thomas  L.  Bourne, 

Mrs.  James  A.  Creighton,  Mrs.  Bartlett  Ramsdell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  McShane,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Charles  Avery,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Bacon  and  Mrs.  Elek  Csont. 

The  Turkey  was  estimated  to  weigh  between  fourteen  and  sixteen  pounds  by 
my  husband,  who  knows  them  well,  having  hunted  them  many  times  in  the  mountains 
of  Pennsylvania. 

I  was  grateful  that  the  Turkey  chose  my  yard  so  we  all  could  study  it  well, 
that  it  was  in  the  Village,  and  that  it  was  not  hunting  season.  -  Mrs.  R.  William 
Rochester,  216  Highland  Avenue,  Hamburg,  New  York. 
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PROGRAM 

August  8  -  Picnic  at  the  Vaughan4 s*  Church  Street,  Youngstown  at  6x00  P.M„ 

Bring  your  supper 0 

August  16  -  Canadian  shore  for  warblers  and  shorebirdsc  Meet  at  the  Vermont 

Street  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge  at  7x00  A0M0  Ed  Seeber*  leader 
(874-1288) o 

August  30  -  Canadian  shore  for  warblers  and  shore  birds 0  Meet  at  the  Vermont 
Street  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge  at  7s 30  A0M0 

Septo  13  -  Canadian  shore  for  warblers 0  Meet  at  the  Vermont  Street  entrance 

to  the  Peace  Bridge  at  7x30  A„M0 

Septo  18=20  -  St0  Thomas  for  hawk  flights 0  Leave  on  Friday*  September  18  at 

7x00  PoMo  at  the  Peace  Bridge 0  Walter  and  Hariette  Klabunde,  leaders 
(PL  o  Please  contact  the  leaders  in  plenty  of  time  if  you 

plan  is  g®0 


Save  the  date  —  Saturday*  November  7  for  the  thirty-fifth  anniversary  banquet 
at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science c  Details  later „ 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  fifth  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler!  Richard  Co  Rosche*  48  Dartmouth  Avenue*  Buffalo*  New  York0 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESSSx  Notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs0  Walter  Klabunde*  4923  Creek  Road* 

Lewiston*  New  York  14092 

BACK  ISSUES s  Available  at  #015  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE?  $lo50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc, 


Buffalo 9  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

June  was  sunnier  and  drier  than  usual ,  with  wide  swings  in  temperature. 
Precipitation  measured  1.55  inches,,  an  inch  below  the  mean,  while  the  thermometer 
averaged  nearly  a  degree  above  normal.  It  was  relatively  windy,  with  gusts  over 
40  m.p.h.  recorded  on  six  days,  the  highest  being  53  m.p.h.  on  the  24th,  when 
destructive  thunders quails  were  prevalent  throughout  the  area.  There  were  no  reports 
of  damage  to  birds'  nests  such  as  was  caused  by  high  winds  in  May,  however. 

Conditions  were  more  than  usually  conducive  to  the  successful  nesting  of  most  land 
birds  except  those  in  hay  fields.  Unusually  early  cutting  destroyed  many  eggs  and 
young  in  that  habitat.  This  seldom  has  an  appreciable  effect  even  on  local  populations 
of  the  species  concerned,  however,  inasmuch  as  most  of  these  birds  proceed  to  a 
second  nesting  attempt  which  is  muc  more  likely  to  succeed.  Drought  and  low  water 
levels  in  many  swales  and  marshes  had  a  detrimental  effect  on  the  breeding  success 
of  some  marsh  birds. 

Ring-billed  Gulls  continue  gradually  to  replace  Common  Terns  at  the  nesting 
colonies  in  the  Area.  Dr.  Andrle  reports  that  about  three-fourths  of  the  birds  at 
the  Donnelly's  Pier  colony  in  Buffalo  Harbor  are  Ring-billed  Gulls,  and  one-quarter 
are  Terns.  The  effect  of  this  development  is  apparent  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Peace 
Bridge  and  the  Buffalo  waterfront,  where  Common  Terns  appear  to  be  only  about  this 
fraction  as  common  as  in  former  summers.  (Meteorological  data  as  reported  at  Greater 
Buffalo  International  Airport).  -  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo, 
New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  «=  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  =»  indicates  records  from  feeding  stations 
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Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  88  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario”  (Bo0oSo,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Bo0oSo 


B0“Cr0No  Heron 

June 

11 

.1  Depew 

A0  Freitag 

Least  Bittern 

u 

6 

1  Langford 

Bourne 

Canada  Goose 
•^'Canada  Goose 

it 

11 

23  Oak  Orchard  area 

Brockner 

(BoCohutchinsii} 

l  ” 

16 

1  Oak  Orchard 

Andrle,  Axtell 

( collected |  specimen  in  Buffalo  Museum  of 
captured  earlier  this  season) 

Science;  bird 

Pintail 

June 

16 

3  Tona wanda  GMA 

Andrle,  Axtell 

Shoveler 

it 

2 

1  Grant  Point,  Onto 

Andrle  et  al 

Greater  Scaup 

ii 

2 

1  Grant  Point,  Onto 

Andrle  et  al 

Common  Goldeneye 

it 

2 

12  Grant  Point,  Onto 

Andrle  et  al 

Oldsquaw 

June 

2 

1  Grant  Point,  0nto 

Andrle  et  al 

Common  Merganser 

June 

2 

3  Grant  Point,  Onto 

Andrle  et  al 

ii 

18 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Onto 

Freitags 

Red-br0Merganser 

it 

18 

1  Erie  Beach,  Onto 

Freitags 

Broad-Wo  Hawk 

it 

4 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Andrle  et  al 

it 

21 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

A0  Freitag 

it 

28,30 

2,1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

A0  Freitag  et  al 

Semio  Plover 

it 

18L 

2  Rockhouse  Point,  Onto 

Freitags 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

ii 

18L 

1  Erie  Beach,  Onto 

Freitags 

n 

18L 

5  Rockhouse  Point,  Onto 

Freitags 

Wh0-r0  Sandpiper 

it 

2L 

7  Grant  Point,  0nto 

Andrle  et  al 

Least  Sandpiper 

t! 

1L 

6  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Dunlin 

II 

1L 

4  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Semio  Sandpiper 

II 

18L 

3  Rockhouse  Point,  Onto 

Freitags 

Sanderling 

II 

2L 

2  Grant  Point,  Onto 

Andrle  et  al 

Gr0  Black-bo  Gull 

II 

2 

1  Grant  Point,  Onto 

Andrle  et  al 

II 

2 

1  Crescent  Beach,  Onto 

Andrle  et  al 

It 

4 

3  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Danner 

II 

18 

3  Morgan8s  Point,  Onto 

Freitags 

■^Forster's  Tern 

June 

2 

1  Grant  Point,  Onto 

Andrle  et  al 

(collected; 

specimen  in  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science) 

Caspian  Tern 

June 

1 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

it 

30 

4  Morgan8 s  Point,  Onto 

Webster  et  al 

Red-ho  Woodpecker 

it 

27 

1  Forest  Lawn.,  Buffalo 

A0  Freitag 

Yo“b0  Flycatcher 

ti 

5L 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

0o“So Flycat  cher 

it 

6l 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

B  o -go Gnat catcher 

ii 

14 

2  Taylor  Hollow 

Brockners 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

it 

4L 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

Yo-br0  Chat 

it 

15 

1  near  Onoville 

Swanson 

Orchard  Oriole 

ti 

1 

1  Pt0  Stockholm 

Swanson,  Waterman 

ii 

18 

2  Morgan8 s  Point,  Onto 

Freitags 

it 

30 

2  near  Mohawk  Point,  Onto 

Webster  et  al 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded?  243 
Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issues  2 
Total  for  1964s  245 
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1964  NESTING  RECORDS 

Abbreviations  Used: 


br  “  brood 

NE  -=  nest  with 

eggs 

dYO  -  downy  young  out 

of 

nest 

N4E  -  4  eggs  in 

nest 

(h)  -  nest  in 

bird  house 

N4Y  -  4  young  in  nest 

N  -  nest  (contents  unknown) 

YO  -  young  out 

of  nest 

Mallard 

1) 

June 

18 

br  9dY0 

Langford 

Bourne 

2) 

June 

26 

br  8dY0 

Eden 

Bourne 

Wood  Duck 

1) 

June 

12 

br  8  Y0 

Eden 

Bourne 

2) 

June 

18 

br  9dY0 

Langford 

Bourne 

Hooded  Merganser 

1) 

June 

14 

br  7 dYO 

Riverside  Sanctuary, 

Anderson 

Kiantone 

Red-shp  Hawk 

1) 

June 

20 

N3Y  plus 

near  South  Wales 

Andrle  et 

1  young 

Ruffed  Grouse 

1) 

Apr, 

26 

N6E 

Cattaraugus  County 

Smiths 

R  0 -t 0 Hummingbird 

1) 

June 

19 

N2E 

Eden 

Brockners 

June 

21 

N2E 

June 

28 

N2Y 

Robin 

1) 

June 

3 

N4Y 

Derby 

Brockners 

Eastern  Bluebird 

1) 

Apr0 

25 

NILE  (h) 

Town  Line 

Webster 

Canada  Warbler 

1) 

June 

14 

N2E2Y 

Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Andrle 

(plus  one 

young  cowbird) 

Brown-ho  Cowbird 

1) 

June 

14 

1Y 

Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Andrle 

(in  Canada 

Warbler  nest) 

Song  Sparrow 

1) 

June 

12 

N5E 

Eden 

Bourne 
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PROGRAM 


August  8  -  Picnic  at  the  Vaughan1 s*  Church  Street*  Youngstown  at  6:00  P.M. 

Bring  your  supper 

August  16  -  Canadian  Shore  for  shorebirds0  Meet  at  the  Vermont  Street  entrance 

to  the  Peace  Bridge  at  7:00  A.M.  Ed  Seeber*  Leader  (874-1288), 


August  30  -  Canadian  shore  for  warblers  and  shore birds.  Meet  at  the  Vermont 
Street  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge  at  7:30  A,M, 

Sept,  13  -  Canadian  shore  for  warblers.  Meet  at  the  Vermont  Street  entrance  to 

the  Peace  Bridge  at  7:30  A„M, 

Sept,  18-20  -  St,  Thomas  for  hawk  flights.  Leave  on  Friday*  September  18  at 

7:00  P.M,  at  the  Peace  Bridge,  Walter  and  Harriette  Klabunde,  leaders 
(PL  4-4424),  Please  contact  the  leaders  in  plenty  of  time  if  you 
plan  to  go. 


Save  the  date  • —  Saturday,  November  7,  1964  for  the  thirty-fifth  anniversary 
banquet  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Details  later. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler:  Richard  C,  Rosche*  48  Dartmouth  Avenue*  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer*  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde*  4923  Creek  Road, 

Lewiston*  New  York  14092 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15 per  copy  from  the  Treasurer 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 


Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

July  was  3o3  degrees  above  normal  temperature 0  Two  weeks  during  the  last  half 
of  the  month  were  especially  hot,  but  a  sudden  turnabout  on  the  30th  made  the  last  two 
days  unusually  cold.  Precipitation  was  exactly  normal  in  total  amount,  but  about 
three-quarters  of  it  fell  during  one  24-hour  period  on  the  12th-13th.  There  were  no 
violent  storms.  (Meteorological  data  as  reported  at  Greater  Buffalo  International 
A irport) . 

A  glance  at  our  Noteworthy  Records  during  the  summer  months  can  remind  us  that 
there  are  few  if  any  other  eastern  inland  localities  in  this  latitude  comparable  to 
the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  its  summer  variety  of  mostly  non-breeding 
waterfowl  of  species  that  normally  go  farther  north  or  west  at  that  season.  Our 
records  have  never  adequately  represented  the  extent  of  this  phenomenon,  mainly  because 
of  the  difficulties  in  identifying  with  certainty  ducks  that  are  molting  or  in 
eclipse  plumage. 

The  reDort  of  fourteen  Upland  Plover  at  Lancaster  can  remind  us  that  this 
usually  solitary  species  sometimes  in  early  summer  gathers  in  numbers  on  a  field  or 
grassy  area  that  has  recently  been  cut. 

The  pair  of  Mockingbirds  near  the  railway  north  of  Rathfon  Point,  Ontario,  is 
known  to  have  nested  there  twice  this  year.  Western  Meadowlarks  have  not  been  reported 
this  summer.  0  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guise  to  Birds  of  Western 
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Volo  30,  No,  8  -  Noteworthy  Records  (con't) 

New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario'*  (Bo0»Se,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.0„So 


Pintail 

July 

11 

4  Sugarloaf  Point,  Onto 

Brown stein 

et  al 

Green-Wo  Teal 

it 

11 

7  Grant  Point,  Onto 

Brownstein, 

Mrozek 

American  Widgeon 

u 

11 

3  Rcckhouse  Point,  Onto 

Brownstein, 

Mrozek 

Redhead 

July 

19 

3  Grant  Point,  Onto 

Brownstein 

Common  Goldeneye 

July 

19 

3  Grant  Point,  Onto 

Brownstein 

Red~br0  Merganser 

t! 

19 

1  Erie  Beach,  Onto 

Axtells 

Virginia  Rail 

II 

12 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

*Bo“b0  Plover 

It 

31 

2  Sugarloaf  Point,  Onto 

Axtells 

Upland  Plover 

It 

14 

14  Lancaster 

Webster 

Solitary  Sandp„ 

July 

11F 

3  Erie  Beach,  Ont0 

Brownstein, 

Mrozek 

July 

11F 

2  Grant  Point,  Onto 

Brownstein, 

Mrozek 

Gr0  Xeilowlegs 

July 

11F 

1  Erie  Beach,  Onto 

Brownstein, 

Mrozek 

it 

11F 

1  Sugarloaf  Point,  Onto 

Brownstein, 

Mrozek 

Ls<>  Yellowlegs 

n 

6f 

23  Beaver  Island  Stc  Park 

Brownstein 

tt 

11 

141  Fort.  Erie  to  Grant 

Brownstein, 

Mrozek 

Point,  Onto 

Pectoral  San  dp  0 

it 

11F 

1  Sugarloaf  Point,  Onto 

Brownstein, 

Seebers 

Least  Sandpiper 

tt 

11F 

136  Fort  Erie  to  Grant 

Brownstein, 

Mrozek 

Point,  Ont. 

D  unlin 

July 

11F 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Onto 

Brown st ein, 

Mrozek 

*S o  -b  o  Dowit  eher 

July 

11F 

18  Yacht  Harbor  to  Grant 

Brownstein, 

Mrozek 

Point,  Onto 

St 

31 

11  Grant  Point,  Onto 

Axtells 

* Stilt  Sandp0 

July 

11F 

4  Grant  Point,  Onto 

Brownstein, 

Mrozek 

July 

31 

2  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont  0 

Axtells 

it 

31 

7  Grant  Point,  Onto 

Axtells 

Semipalmo  Sandpe 

tt 

11F 

35  Fort  Erie  to  Grant 

Brownstein, 

Mrozek 

Point,  Onto 

G  r  o  Black-b  0  Gull 

ti 

19 

3  Buffalo  Road,  Ont0 

Axtells 

Caspian  Tern 

tt 

11 

2  Grant  Point,  Onto 

Brownstein 

Red-h .Woodpecker 

tt 

4 

1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

it 

2,3,2k 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Onto 

Axtells 

it 

27 

2  Athol,  Springs 

Bourne 

Tufted  Titmouse 

n 

3,11>23 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

Winter  Wren 

n 

9 

1  Allegany  State  Park 

Brockner 

So -bo Marsh  Wren 

ti 

2 

2  Darien 

Brockner 

it 

19 

1  Bertie  Bay,  Onto 

Andrle,  Bourne 

Mockingbird 

ii 

11 

2  near  Rathfon  PtQ,  Onto 

Brownstein 

Yellow-bro  Chat 

ti 

3 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Onto 

Axtells 

Orchard  Oriole 

ii 

9 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Onto 

Axtells 

Species,  subspecies  and 

hybrids  previously  reported: 

245 

Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  3 

Total  for  1964s 

248 
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Abbreviations  Used? 


br  -  brood 

dYO  -  downy  young  out  of  nest 
(h)  -  nest  in  bird  house 
N  =  nest  (contents  unknown) 


NE  -  nest  with  eggs 
N4E  -  4  eggs  in  nest 
N4Y  =  4  young  in  nest 
Y0  -  young  out  of  nest 


Sharp-shinned  Hawk  Chestnut  Ridge  P.ark 

May  15  1  adult  Bourne 

20  1  adult  Bourne 

25  1  adult  Bourne,  Andrle 

(adult  attacked  observers  repeatedly) 
29  N3E  Andrle 

4  N3E  Andrle,  Bourne. 


May 
May 

May 
June 

June  11  N1E2Y  Andrle, 

June  19  N1E2Y  Andrle,  Bourne 

(young  about  two  weeks  old) 

June  26  N1E2Y  Andrle 

July  3  2Y0  Andrle, 

(young  about  4  weeks  old) 

July  5  2Y0  Andrle 

(both  perched  near  nest) 


Booth 


Bourne,  Rochester 


,  Bourne 
Bourne 


Robin 

2) 

July 

5 

N2Y 

Derby 

Brockners 

Slate-Co  Junco 

1) 

June 

17 

N4E 

Wales  Center 

Mitchell 

July 

1 

N1E3Y 

July 

4 

N4Y 

Song  Sparrow 

2) 

June 

22 

N1Y4E 

McClure  Hollow  Rd 

o ,  Wendlings 

Allegany 

June 

24 

N5Y 

July 

3 

N5Y 

July 

4 

N2Y  (in 

morning;  nest  empty  at 

4:00  P,M8) 

July 

5 

adult  feeding  young  in  area 

NOTE?  Members  are  urgently  requested  to  submit  material  for  the  PROFANATORY  ,  which 
will  be  issued  at  the  time  of  the  Anniversary  Banquet 0  Since  the  Editors  of  this 
publication  always  remain  unknown,  please  give  the  material  to  the  President  or 
to  the  Vice-President,  Edward  Seeber0 


NOTE?  Persons  having  objects  of  art  having  to  do  with  birds  and  also  memorabilia 
of  the  BoOoSo  are  asked  to  bring  same  to  the  Museum  between  October  1-24  and 
leave  with  Robert  Andrle 0  These  objects,  which  should  be  labeled  clearly  with 
the  name  and  address  of  the  contributor,  are  to  be  used  for  an  exhibit  at  the 
November  7  Banquet 0 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  at  8?  00  P0M0 
from  September  through  June  inclusive. 


Sept  o 


9  -  Reports  on  summer  experiences  by  members. 


Sept,  23 


Oct,  14 


-  Assignment  of  territories  for  the  October  Bird  Count  by  Elma  Bowen,  leader. 
Preparation  of  bird  skins  (talk  and  demonstration)  by  Jim  Doerr  of  the 
Museum  staff, 

-  Annual  meeting  and  election  of  officers. 


0  ct ,  28 


-  Among  the  New  Books  on  Birds  -  a  report  by  Marie  Wendling,  Report  on  the 
October  Bird  Count  by  Elma  Bowen. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Sept,  13  -  Canadian  Shore  for  Warblers.  Meet  at  Vermont  Street  entrance  to  Peace 

Bridge  at  7:30  A.M.  Alice  and  Ed  Ulrich,  leaders  (TF  3-8896). 

Sept.  18-20  -  St,  Thomas  for  hawk  flights,  Walter  and  Harriette  Klabunde,  leaders 

(PL  4-4424) o  Please  contact  the  leaders  in  plenty  of  time  if  you  can  go, 

Oct,  2-4  -  Pymat uning  meeting.  Sessions  will  be  held  at  the  Grange  in  Inesville,  Pa. 

Oct.  11  ~  October  Bird  Count  ,  Elma  Bowen,  leader  (TR  3-2091 ),  If  you  wish  a 

particular  territory,  call  the  leader. 


SPECIALS 

Sept.  19  -  The  Nature  Conservancy  has  invited  the  members  of  the  B.O.S.  to  attend  thei 

Annual  Field  Day  and  Chicken  Barbecue  at  Deer  Lick  (F7  on  Sectional  Map  l'J 
Activities  begin  at  10?  00  A.M*. 

Oct.  7  -  The  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  invites  B.O.S.  members  to  its  regular  meeting  t 

hear  a  report  from  the  Audubon-B.O.S.  Scholarship  winner.  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Harold  Dodge  will  tell  of  their  two  week  stay  at  the  Maine  Camp. 

Nov,  7  -  Thirty-fifth  Anniversary  Banquet  of  the  B.O.S,  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of 

Science,  Details  later. 

Please  mail  records  for  each  montn  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS :  Notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road, 

Lewiston,  New  York 

BACK  ISSUES t  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE?  $1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 
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Buffalo ,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


This  was  the  fourth  coldest  August  of  record,  with  the  temperature  3.5 
degrees  below  normal.  It  was  the  tenth  wettest,  the  5.02  inches  of  rainfall  being 
lo97  inches  above  normal.  All  except  1.25  inches,  however,  fell  during  a  six-day 
period  between  August  17-22. 

The  migration  in  general  was  better  than  in  any  August  for  several  years. 
Observations  indicated  that  the  8th,  22nd,  and  27th  were  particularly  productive 
of  migrants  and  wanderers.  On  the  8th  a  number  of  very  unusual  records  turned 
up  on  the  Canadian  Shore,  The  Avocet  at  Jaeger  Rocks  is  the  first  adequately 
attested  record  for  the  B.O.S.  Study  Area.  On  the  same  date  the  records  for 
Bufflehead,  Little  Gulls,  Hermit  and  Swainson's  Thrushes,  and  Nashville  Warbler 
are  all  very  exceptionally  early.  Also  on  this  day  the  first  appreciable  gull 
migration  of  the  summer  occurred,  Cliff  Swallows  began  to  appear  near  Fort  Erie, 
there  was  a  notable  warbler  migration,  and  birds  of  many  other  species  showed  up 
in  localities  where  they  had  not  been  observed  since  spring.  Local  weather 
conditions  may  or  may  not  explain  all  this  sudden  general  bird  movement;  there 
were  thunderstorms  in  the  area  the  night  before,  it  was  one  of  the  coldest  days 
since  spring,  and  the  wind,  which  was  westerly,  was  the  strongest  of  any  day  since 
June,  except  July  29,  which,  however,  was  a  hot  day,  not  a  cold  one. 

The  22nd,  on  which  Brownstein  reported  rather  spectacular  numbers  of 
migrating  warblers,  was  meteorologically  unusual  only  in  that  during  the 
preceding  afternoon  and  night  there  was  a  continuous  rainfall  to  a  total  of  1.5 
inches,  the  heaviest  since  July  12 .  Winds,  from  east  and  southwest,  were  near 
normal  velocity.  Nothing  in  the  local  weather  report  explains  the  noteworthy 
movement  on  the  27th,  except  that  the  preceding  night  was  the  coolest  of  any  in 
the  last  ten  days  of  the  month,  and  the  last  week  in  August  is  a  time  when  very 
little  is  needed  to  produce  good  migratory  movements. 

About  the  same  date  the  annual  abrupt  drop-off  in  numbers  of  shorebirds 
occurred.  During  thr  several  years  that  I  have  been  noting  this  phenomenon,  it 
has  always  heretofore  occurred  in  early  September. 
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The  two  Dickcissels*  an  immature  female  and  an  immature  male  at  Rose  Hill 
Road*  Ontario*  are  the  first  August  records  for  the  B.O.S.  Study  Area.  As  usual 
they  associated  with  a  large  flock  of  House  Sparrows.  Next  to  the  Avocet,  the 
Little  Blue  Heron  was  the  most  unusual  species.  (Meteorological  data  as  reported 
at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.  -  Harold  H.  Axtell*  Buffalo  Museum  of 
Science*  Buffalo*  New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 


Underlined  common  names*  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 


detailed  written 

verification*  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to 

Birds  of  Western 

New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S 

,*  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been 

received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 

* Little  Blue  Heron  Aug. 

30 

1 

Angelica 

Burtons 

Common  Egret 

h 

23 

3 

Oak  Orchard  G.M.A. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Least  Bittern 

it 

2 

1 

Mayville 

Swanson 

tt 

2 

2 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

Pintail 

11 

15 

47 

Yacht  Harbor  to  Grant 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Point,  Ont. 

Green-w.  Teal 

it 

12 

18 

Fort  Erie  to  Grant 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Point ,  Ont . 

Blue-w.  Teal 

it 

12 

320 

Fort  Erie  to  Grant 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Point*  Ont. 

American  Widgeon 

tt 

8 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

tt 

22 

3 

Rockhouse  Point*  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Shoveler 

tt 

6F 

2 

Erie  Beach*  Ont. 

A.  Freitag 

Redhead 

Aug. 

1-22 

2-4 

Rockhouse  Point  and 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

C.  Goldeneye 

Aug. 

15 

1 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

n 

22 

1 

Rockhouse  Point*  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Bufflehead 

Aug. 

8 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

White-w.  Scoter 

Aug. 

15 

1 

Rockhouse  Point*  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Hooded  Merganser 

Aug. 

8 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rew,  Buck 

tt 

15 

1 

Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

tt 

30*31 

1,1 

Belvidere,  Angelica 

Burtons 

Broad-w.  Hawk 

11 

15F 

1 

over  Crystal  Beach, Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Osprey 

tt 

15F 

1 

Waverly  Beach*  Ont. 

Brownstein 

tt 

26*29 

1*2 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Sora 

tt 

23 

1 

Oak  Orchard  G.M.A. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

tt 

30 

1 

Mud  Lake*  Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

Semipalm.  Plover 

it 

6F 

8 

Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

A.  Freitag 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

it 

IF 

2 

Long  Beach*  Ont. 

Brownstein 

tt 

IF 

1 

Grant  Point*  Ont. 

Brownstein 

Upland  Plover 

it 

29 

1 

Derby 

Brockner 

*Willet 

it 

20 

1 

Mohawk  Point*  Ont. 

A.  Freitag 

et 

al 

Whit e-r .Sandpiper 

it 

8F 

2 

Fort  Erie*  Ont. 

Rew,  Buck 

tt 

12 

1 

Waverly  Beach*  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 
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^Baird's  Sandp. 

Aug. 

9,20 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Freitag  et  al 

tt 

30 

3  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

11 

30 

1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

Dunlin 

Aug- 

_ 11 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

S ,-b. Do wit cher 

Aug. 

1 

12  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Axtells  et  al 

tt 

30 

31  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Rew  et  al 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

tt 

1,8  20,28  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

^Western  Sandpiper 

it 

9 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

A.  Freitag,  Nathan 

it 

18 

1  Sugarloaf  Point,  Ont. 

Freitags 

Sanderling 

tt 

IF 

5  Long  Beach,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

it 

23 

3  Prendergast  Point 

Rew,  Buck 

*Am*  Avocet 

it 

8 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Brownstein,  Schaffner 
Mrozek 

^Wilson's  Phalarope 

it 

1 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

*F ranklin' s  Gull 

Aug. 

12 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

Aug. 

15 

1  Front  Park,  Buffalo 

Brownstein  et  al 

Aug. 

22 

2  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

Aug. 

8 

700  Fort  Erie  area,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

it 

22 

1800  Fort  Erie  area,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

*  Little  Gull 

Aug. 

8 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

Aug. 

8 

1  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

Aug. 

22 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

Aug. 

30 

2  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

Caspian  Tern 

11 

1 

2  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

it 

25 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Swanson 

it 

30 

1  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

Long-eared  Owl 

it 

26 

1  Panama 

Rew,  Buck 

Common  Nighthawk 

11 

30 

8  York's  Corners 

Burtons 

Y.-b .Flycatcher 

tt 

15F 

1  near  Byng,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

it 

17 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

Traill's  Flycatcher 

tt 

27 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Freitags,  Nathan 

O.-s.  Flycatcher 

11 

26F 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

27 

2  Camelot  Beach,  Ont. 

Freitags,  Nathan 

tt 

27 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Freitags,  Nathan 

11 

30 

1  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

Brown  Creeper 

tt 

17 

1  Kraft  Road,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

tt 

23 

1  Oak  Orchard  G.M.A. 

Brownstein  et  al 

Carolina  Wren 

ti 

22 

1  Abino  Hills,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

S.-b. Marsh  Wren 

it 

23 

2  Wolcottsville 

Brownstein  et  al 

Mockingbird 

it 

1,15 

2  near  Rathfon  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

ti 

30 

1  near  Rathfon  Point,  Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

Hermit  Thrush 

tt 

8F 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

Swainson's  Thrush 

ti 

8F,27 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

B.-g.  Gnatcatcher 

n 

9F 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

ti 

9F 

1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

A.  Freitag,  Nathan 

it 

11 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

tt 

17 

2  Kraft  Road,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

11 

20 

3  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Freitags,  Nathan 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

11 

15F 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

11 

15F 

1  near  Byng,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

Solitary  Vireo 

it 

14F 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

11 

23F,27 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Bl.-&-wh.  Warbler 

11 

8F 

3  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

ti 

22 

46  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Brownstein  et  al 
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Golden-w.  Warbler  Aug, 

17F 

1 

Kraft  Road,  Ont. 

Brown stein 

et 

al 

22 

2 

Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Tennessee  Warbler  " 

22F 

3 

Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Nashville  Warbler  " 

8F 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

tt 

18 

2 

Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Freitags 

Cape  May  Warbler  " 

it 

15F 

1 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

15F 

1 

Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Bo-t.  Blue  Warbler  " 

22F 

3 

Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Myrtle  Warbler  " 

15F 

1 

Mo  r gan ' s  Po int ,  On t . 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

it 

17 

2 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Cerulean  Warbler  " 

8 

1 

Windmill  Point ,  Ont . 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler  " 

22 

61 

Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Bay-br.  Warbler  " 

18F 

2 

Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Freitags 

Yellow-br.  Chat  " 

14 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Wilson's  Warbler  " 

22F 

4 

Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Canada  Warbler  " 

6F 

2 

Mo  rgan ' s  Po int ,  Ont , 

A.  Freitag 

Dickcissel  " 

27F 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

29-30 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Species,  subspecies  amd  hybrids  previously  recorded: 

248 

Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue 

:  8 

Total  for  1964s 

256 

Erratums 


Volume  30  -  p.  12%  Orchard  Oriole,  June  1,  1,  Pt,  Stockholm,  Swanson, 

Waterman  should  read  Orchard  Oriole,  June  1,  1,  Pt.  Stockholm, 
Swanson,  Waterman 


1964  NESTING  RECORDS 

Abbreviations  Used: 


N_E  -  nest  (#)  eggs 
N_Y  -  nest  (#)  young 
YO  -  young  out  of  nest 


House  Wren 

1) 

Aug.  8 

"  10,15 

N4E 

N4Y 

Derby 

Brockner 

Mockingbird 

1) 

Aug.  1 

h  15 

2Y0 

N1Y 

near  Rathfon  Pt,,0nt. 

11  it  it  11 

Brownstein  et  al 

11  it  tt 

Amer.  Goldfinch 

X) 

Aug.  2-10 

N4E 

Derby 

Brockners 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Oct.  28  -  Among  the  New  Books  on  Birds  -  a  report  by  Marie  Wendling.  Report  on 
the  October  Bird  Count  by  Elma  Bowen. 

Nov.  7  -  (Saturday)  Thirty-fifth  Anniversary  Banquet  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of 
Science.  Dr.  George  Miksch  Sutton,  Speaker.  Reception  at  6:00  P.M. 
Dinner  at  6:30  P.M.  Further  details  including  information  about 
reservations  will  be  mailed  to  each  member. 

Nov.  11  -  No  meeting 

Nov.  23  -  No  meeting 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Nov.  8  -  Niagara  Loop  trip.  Dr.  Harold  Axtell,  leader.  Meet  at  the  Vermont 
Street  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge  at  8:00  A.M. 


NOTICE  OF  THE  35th  ANNIVERSARY  DINNER 


DATE:  November  7,  1964  (Saturday) 

TIME:  6:00  p.m.-  Formal  opening  of  the  Museum's 

month-long  exhibit  of  Dr.  Sutton's 
paintings  and  field  sketches. 

6:30  p.m.-  Dinner 

Place :  The  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
Speaker:  Dr.  George  Miksch  Sutton 

Dinner  reservations  ($5«00)  should  be  made  not  later  than 
November  2,  1964  with: 

Mr s.  Walter  K 1 abund e 
4923  Creek  Rd. 

Lewiston,  N.Y.  14092 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215 

CHANCE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road, 

Lewiston,  New  York  14092 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York  14215 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc0 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

September  was  dry,  with  only  .77  inches  rainfall*  2.36  inches  below 
normal.  Although  the  average  temperature  was  near  normal*  there  were  several 
frosts.  The  highest  winds  were  on  the  4th*  23rd,  24th,  and  27th*  with  averages 
between  15  and  13  m.p.h.  and  peak  gusts  between  43  and  52  m.p.h.  Directions 
were  between  W  and  SW.  None  of  these  days  produced  a  particularly  good 
migration. 

This  August  and  September  have  had  possibly  the  best  seasonal  migration 
of  landbirds  in  at  least  eight  years.  This  month  the  most  noticeable 
movements  and  therefore  the  best  birding  were  on  September  5,6*12*25,  26*  and 
28*  with  weather  conditions  suggesting  that  one  or  two  additional  days  for 
which  there  were  no  bird  reports  may  also  have  been  good.  It  is  not  easy  to 
explain  what  caused  the  good  flights  on  the  5th  and  6th*  the  temperature 
being  only  a  little  below  normal.  The  12th,  however,  was  the  coldest  day 
since  spring*  resulting  from  a  drop  of  14  degrees  from  the  previous  day.  The 
25th*  26th*  and  28th  were  also  unseasonably  cold  during  the  preceding  night 
and  the  early  daylight  hours.  Wind  velocity  and  direction  (SW*  N,  NE*  NW,  S* 
and  E)  on  these  six  good  migration  days  were  so  variable  as  to  preclude  the 
likelihood  of  wind  being  an  important  factor.  Besides  these  six  truly  exciting 
days*  there  were  several  others  about  average  or  better;  it  may  be  recalled 
that  in  some  recent  migration  seasons  there  have  been  few  days  that  were  better 
than  ''average."  It  is  unfortunate  that  so  few  members  participated  in 
reporting  ornithological  observations  this  month  to  the  B.O.S.  Compiler. 
Thirteen  observers  names  appear  in  the  Noteworthy  Records.  In  contrast*  for 
September.  I960,  also  a  good  migration  month*  thirty-one  observers1  names 
appeared.  Such  disparity  in  reporting  makes  comparisons  difficult,  unless  one 
is  personally  active  in  field  observation  and  tapping  the  wild  grapevines  - 
impossible  if  he  is  not. 

Several  observers  remarked  on  the  unusual  numbers  of  Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes  this  fall.  This  species  arrived  suddenly  and  in  force  on  the  13th. 
Since  many  birders  can  recall  years  when  they  failed  to  get  this  bird  on  their 
year's  list*  it  may  be  appropriate  to  elaborate  a  little  about  some  of  the  data 
for  the  current  flight.  The  figures  "3-10"  in  the  Noteworthy  Records  for 
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the  daily  numbers  at  Rose  Hill  Road,,  Ontario*,  represent  the  variation  in 
minimum  numbers  noted .  The  daily  figure  was  usually  obtained  by  two  observers 
stationed  about  600  feet  apart ,  or  one  observer  moving  between  these  two 
stations ,  counting  the  number  of  locations  from  which  Gray-cheeked  Thrushes 
could  be  heard  repeating  their  diagnostic  call  note  from  trees  and  shrubbery 
during  a  brief  period  in  the  very  early  dawn  after  the  calling  of  migrants 
overhead  had  ceased *  On  different  mornings  this  minimum  number  varied  from 
three  to  tenQ  Additional  observations  during  the  day  usually  were  not  added 
to  the  early  morning  count,  and  neither  in  most  cases,  were  calls  that  came 
from  overhead  before  dawne  These  precautions  are  obviously  necessary  to  reduce 
the  possibility  of  duplication  in  counting,,  It  is  of  course  also  possible 
that  the  actual  total  number  heard  and  seen  during  a  day  may  sometimes  have  been 
two  or  three  times  as  many  as  the  figure  listed,.  The  daily  count  of  Swainson’s 
Thrushes  at  the  same  locality  throughout  the  month  was  one  to  three 0  Everything 
carefully  considered,  we  estimated  that  the  proportion  of  Gray-cheeked  Thrushes 
to  Swainson’s  Thrushes  at  this  locality  was  about  seven  to  one.  This  is  the 
first  migration  season  in  my  experience  in  which  the  Gray-cheeked  outnumbered 
the  Swainson’s,  even  locally,. 

The  abundance  of  Common  Terns  all  month  along  the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake 
Erie  elicited  considerable  comment.  On  the  17th,  Brownstein  notified  the  Museum 
of  Science  of  the  presence  at  Yacht  Harbor,  Ontario  of  two  Long-billled 
Dowitchers,  which  were  collected  the  following  day,  making  the  second  time  this 
species  has  been  collected  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Area.  The  sightings  of  an 
adult  Pomarine  Jaeger  and  a  Western  Kingbird  also  deserve  special  mention. 
(Meteorological  data  as  reported  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.)  - 
Harold  H,  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario”  (B.O.S.,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Egret 

Sept. 

17 

1  Wellsville 

Burtons 

B.-cr. Night  Heron 

it 

18 

1  North  Cuba  Marsh 

Burtons  et 

al 

Canada  Goose 

it 

4F 

2  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

Axtells 

Gadwall 

it 

16F 

3  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

American  Widgeon 

it 

16 

240  Grant  Point  to 

Brownstein 

' 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Shoveler 

it 

16 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

Greater  Scaup 

ii 

13F 

5  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et  al 

ii 

19 

170  near  Pt.  Weller,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et  -al 

Lesser  Scaup 

it 

19F 

1  near  Vineland,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et"  al 

Ruddy  Duck 

ii 

7 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Brownstein 

et  al 

Turkey  Vulture 

it 

7 

28  Oak  Orchard- 

Brownstein 

et  al 

Wolcottsville  area 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

ii 

3,4,5 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 
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Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

Sept. 

6 

1  Belfast 

Burtons 

it 

9,25 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

ti 

21 

1  Springbrook 

Schafer 

it 

24 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

Broad-w.  Hawk 

u 

5,7,26  3 

,1,3  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

Axtells 

tt 

13 

3  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Thills 

11 

18,20 

1  Derby 

Brockners 

Osprey 

it 

4-29 

1-5  Belmont 

Burtons 

n 

7 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

11 

19 

1  near  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

n 

19 

1  Deer  Lick  Sanctuary, 

Brockner 

Town  of  Otto 

t! 

26 

1  near  Stromness,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

It 

28 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Peregrine  Falcon 

tt 

19F 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Pigeon  Hawk 

II 

5F 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Brown stein 

et 

al 

tt 

7 

1  Oak  Orchard  GMA 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Virginia  Rail 

It 

16 

1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

Sora 

tt 

5 

1  Clinton  Township,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

It 

29 

2  Langford 

Bourne 

^Piping  Plover 

It 

8 

1  Waveriy  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Byron 

(coll 

acted; 

specimen  now  in  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science) 

Am.  Golden  Plover 

Sept . 

16F 

9  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

it 

16  F 

30  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

tt 

16F 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

it 

19 

5  near  Evans  Pt . ,  Ont . 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

it 

19 

2  Waveriy  Beach,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

tt 

28 

1  Lake  View 

Bourne 

Upland  Plover 

tt 

5L 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Knot 

11 

16 

3  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

tt 

16 

1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

it 

16 

5  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

Dunlin 

tt 

6 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

S.-b,  Dowitcher 

tt 

5,6  39,24  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

tt 

19L 

2  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Brown  st  ein 

et 

al 

*L.-b.  Dowitcher 

11 

18 

2  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Axtell 

(collected; 

specimens  now  in  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science) 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

Sept . 

5 

8  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

it 

12 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

tt 

19 

7  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Western  Sandpiper 

11 

5 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew,  Buck 

*Pomarine  Jaeger 

it 

20 

1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

■^Parasitic  Jaeger 

tt 

20 

1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

tt 

27 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Gr  0  Bla  ck-b .  Gul 1 

n 

2 

26  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Rew 

Franklin’s  Gull 

t! 

11 

2  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Little  Gull 

It 

24 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Forster' s  Tern 

II 

6F 

1  Mohawk  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

It 

6,16 

f',3  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

It 

13 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

tt 

19 

4  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Caspian  Tern 

tt 

5L 

3  Vineland,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

tt 

5L 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

tl 

21 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

-  -V  <\.v  >■  •  '  •  • 

<■  ■*  r 

-  f  r*» 

■. 
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Black-b.  Cuckoo  Sept 

29 

1  Wellsville 

Burtons 

Whip-po or-will 

u 

10F 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Onto 

Axtells 

11 

12 

1  Delaware  Pk0,  Buffalo 

Wendlings  et  al 

Common  Nighthawk 

11 

6,7  15,12  Cuba 

Burt  ons 

11 

7,14 

15,1  Jamestown 

Beal 

it 

8 

66  over  Rush ford  area 

Burtons 

11 

9,10 

8,6  Belmont 

Burtons 

11 

21 

13  Buffalo 

Brownstein  et  al 

11 

26 

6  Rose  Hill  Road,  0nto 

Axtells 

Chimney  Swift 

ti 

27 

1  Jamestown  Roost 

Beal 

Yellow-bo  Sapsucker 

ti 

12F 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Onto 

Axtells 

•^Western  Kingbird 

11 

16 

1  near  Canboro,  Onto 

Brownstein 

Gr. Crested  Fly0 

it 

13L 

1  Kraft  Road,  Onto 

Brownstein  et  al 

Yellow-b.  Fly. 

ti 

26L 

1  Delaware  Pk0,  Buffalo 

Wendlings  et  al 

Traill's  Fly„ 

it 

12L 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Onto 

Axtells 

Least  Flycatcher 

tt 

26 

1  Delaware  Pk.,  Buffalo 

Wendlings  et  al 

Eo  Wood  Pewee 

it 

26 

1  Delaware  Pk0,  Buffalo 

Wendlings  et  al 

Bank  Swallow 

it 

26L 

8  Eden 

Bourne 

Purple  Martin 

11 

12 

300  Jamestown  Roost 

Beal 

Tufted  Titmouse 

it 

27,28 

1  Springbrook 

Schafer,  Danner 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

11 

6F 

1  Morgan's  Point,  Onto 

Brownstein  et  al 

11 

13 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

11 

13 

1  Buffalo 

A0  Freitag 

Winter  Wren 

11 

13F 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

So-boMarsh  Wren 

ti 

7 

1  Wolcottsville 

Brownstein  et  al 

it 

12 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

Robin 

11 

27 

3000  Jamestown  Roost 

Beal 

Gray-cho  Thrush 

tt 

13F 

2  Kraft  Road,  Onto 

Brownstein 

tt 

13F 

6  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

14-30 

3-10  Rose  Hill  Road,  0nto 

Axtells 

11 

24 

2  Springbrook 

Schafer 

11 

25,27 

1  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

Veer  y 

ii 

27L 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

B.“g»  Gnat  cat  cher 

11 

13 

1  Kraft  Road,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

11 

16l 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

G0-cr,  Kinglet 

tt 

22F 

1  Springbrook 

Schafer,  Danner 

11 

27 

1  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

11 

12F 

2  Delaware  Pk.,  Buffalo 

Wendlings  et  al 

ti 

13 

2  Kraft  Road,  Ont. 

Brownstein 

Water  Pipit 

11 

16F 

3  Town  of  Birdsall 

Burtons 

11 

19 

3  near  Evans  Pt0,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

Yellow-thr,  Vireo 

it 

7L 

2  Tonawanda  Indian  Reser, 

Brownstein  et  al 

Solitary  Vireo 

11 

29 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Onto 

Axtells 

Philo  Vireo 

11 

2,26,29 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

ti 

12 

1  Delaware  Pk0,  Buffalo 

Wendlings  et  al 

11 

13 

3  Canadian  Shore  Lake  Erie 

Brownstein  et  al 

Warbling  Vireo 

ti 

13L 

1  Jamestown 

Beal 

Golden-Wo  Warbler 

tt 

12L 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

Blue-w.  Warbler 

it 

21L 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

^Orange-cr.  Warb;er 

it 

16F,17 

1  Springbrook 

Schafer 

11 

20 

1,1  Athol  SpgSo,  Hamburg 

Bourne 

ti 

24-25 

1  Springbrook 

Schafer 

11 

26 

2  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Yellow  Warbler 

ti 

7L 

1  Friendship 

Burtons 
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Blackpoll  Warbler 

Sept  0 

6 

250 

Canadian  Shore 

Lake  Erie 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Pine  Warbler 

it 

14 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

Palm  Warbler 

ti 

6F,7 

2 

A 

Cuba 

Burt  ons 

N  0  0  Waterthrush 

it 

23L 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

*Conn0  Warbler 

n 

16 

1 

Morgan’s  Point,, 

Onto 

Brownstein 

it 

22 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

Mourning  Warbler 

it 

28L 

1 

Springbrook 

Schafer,  Danner 

Hooded  Warbler 

it 

211 

1 

Springbrook 

Schafer,  Danner 

Wilson1 s  Warbler 

11 

25,27 

1 

,2 

Buffalo 

A,  Freitag 

Bobolink 

it 

13  L 

2 

Rose  Hill  Road, 

Ont . 

Axtells 

Baltimore  Oriole 

it 

13L 

1 

Nye  Road,  Onto 

Brownstein 

et 

al 

Rusty  Blackbird 

it 

16F 

1 

Grant  Point,,  Ont 0 

Brownstein 

it 

16F 

1 

Morgan’s  Point., 

Ont . 

Browns te in 

Common  Grackle 

it 

20 

8500 

ever  Town  of  Charlotte 

Rew 

Scarlet  Tanager 

11 

27L 

1 

Springbrook 

Danner 

Rose-br0  Groasbeak 

11 

28  L 

1- 

>2 

Springbrook 

Danner 

Indigo  Bunting 

it 

23L 

1 

Springbrook 

Danner 

Slate-Co  Junco 

it 

24F 

3 

Springbrook 

Schafer,  Danner 

White-cr0  Sparrow 

11 

22F 

1 

Springbrook 

Schafer 

White-thr0  Sparrow 

it 

3F 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road, 

Ont. 

Axtells 

11 

12 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

Sept  0 

2F 

1 

Rose  Hill  Road, 

Ont . 

Axtells 

Sept  0 

12-30 

1= 

->5 

Rose  Hill  Road, 

Ont . 

Axtells 

11 

26 

2 

Derby 

Brockners 

Lapland  Longspur 

Sept  0 

16F 

1 

Port  Weller,  Onto 

Brownstein 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded:  256 
Additional  species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  7 
Total  for  1964s  263 


STATISTICIANS1  NOTES 

10  Contrary  to  the  statement  in  the  B.O.S.  Date  Guide  (1961)  all 
verification  write-ups  should  be  sent  to  the  Compiler  and  not  to  the 
Statisticians o 
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ONE  HUNDRED  GRACKLES 


Merle  Palmiter  and  Sheila  Kuhn 


Quite  unexpectedly  this  April  we  were  launched  on  a  brief  but 
interesting  survey  of  the  nesting  success  of  Common  Grackles  (Quiscalus 
quiscula)  in  two  separate  colonies,  both  located  in  the  Edgewater  Park  area  of 
Grand  Island,  New  York0  We  had  already  planned  to  collect  nesting  data  again 
this  year,  in  conjunction  with  the  Cornell  University  Laboratory  of  Ornithology 
Nest  Record  Card  Program,  but  previous  to  the  evening  of  April  26th  we  really 
hadn't  made  any  special  effort  toward  nest “finding 0  As  we  were  walking  back 
from  a  late  binding  trip  through  a  neighbor's  sma.ll  Christmas  tree  farm,  the 
flight  of  an  alarmed  Mourning  Dove  from  a  short  Scotch  Pine  led  us  to  our  first 
active  nest  of  1964»  From  that,  a  quick  inspection  of  the  pines  close  by  showed 
us  that  there  were  a  large  number  of  grackles  already  nesting,  and  this 
discovery  started  us  on  our  study  of  one  hundred  grackle  families* 

About  a  week  after  we  started  keeping  records  on  over  twenty  of  these 
grackle  nests  in  the  Christmas  tree  farm,  we  came  across  another  colony  less 
than  a  mile  away*  May  3rd  found  us  busily  searching  the  tops  of  lofty  pines 
and  spruces,  in  a  plot  planted  years  ago  in  the  back  lot  of  a  residence  on  East 
River  Road,  and  left  to  mature  into  a  dense  grove*  We  are  reasonably  sure  that 
every  active  nest  in  both  colonies  was  visited  at  least  once  by  us,  and  usually 
more  often*  Since  we  were  concentrating  on  quantity  of  nests  recorded  and 
breeding  success  data,  we  took  few  descriptive  notes  of  anything  other  than  the 
actual  location,  habitat  (which  varied  little  from  either  of  two  types), 
condition  and  contents  of  the  nests.  That  in  itself  constituted  a  lot  of  active 
climbing  and  scratched  hands,  during  the  months  of  April,  May  and  June*  A 
description  of  each  type  of  habitat  and  special  comments  on  them  is  followed  by 
a  table  of  the  most  significant  statistical  data  that  we  could  accurately 
compile  by  combining  the  nest  records  of  the  two  colonies*  Since  neither  of  us 
is  qualified  to  interpret  these  facts  and  since  there  is  definitely  much  more 
related  data  that  could  have  been  taken  to  expand  this  amateur  study,  we  can 
only  set  forth  what  we  actually  saw,  and  say  that  from  start  to  finish  it  was 
very  fascinating* 

In  the  Christmas  tree  farm,  we  ended  up  with  A 4  of  the  total  nests*  It 
is  planted  entirely  to  Scotch  pine  trees,  on  land  that  had  been  cleared  of  the 
native  dogwood,  viburnum  and  thornapple  shrubs*  The  area  covered  approximately 
eleven  acres,  plus  two  acres  in  a  plot  just  across  Gun  Creek  from  the  larger 
tract.  The  majority  of  trees  are  from  seven  to  twelve  feet  tall,  with 
windbreaks  of  more  openly-growing  20  to  25  foot  older  pines  at  the  north  and 
south  ends  of  the  farm*  The  rest  of  the  area  is  planted  irregularly  to 
Christmas  trees,  numbering  about  15,000*  Little  or  no  pruning  or  shearing  was 
done  during  the  nesting  season,  and  at  no  time  during  our  inspections  did  we 
have  occasion  to  notice  anyone  spraying*  However,  a  brief  chat  with  Mr*  Claude 
Marin,  the  owner,  brought  up  the  fact  that  his  spray  program,  although 
irregular,  was  usually  carried  out  once  a  month  commencing  the  latter  part  of 
April*  Mosquitos  were  the  chief  targets  and  he  used  DDT,  malathion  and  lindane 
to  control  them.  We  were  not  able  to  obtain  the  strength  of  insecticide  used  or 
meuhod  of  application*  In  the  same  area  we  also  found  Robins,  Mourning  Doves, 
Catbirds,  and  later  on  Song  Sparrows,  nesting  and  raising  young. 
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Total  number  of  nests  studied  100 

Eggs  observed  344 
Young  observed  before  the  eggs  found  _64 
Total  number  of  eggs  studied  4  08 

Sterile  or  abandoned  eggs  53 
Broken  eggs  in  nest  10 
Stolen  eggs  87 
Unaccounted  for  eggs^  5 
Eggs  lost  due  to  destruction  of  nest  17 
Total  young  observed  at  any  stage  236 
Total  number  of  eggs  studied  408 


Dead  young  in  nest  36 

Stolen  young  74 

Young  lost  due  to  destruction  of  nest  1 

Unaccounted  for  youngl  35 

Successful  fledglings^  90 

Total  young  observed  at  any  stage  236 

lo  Due  to  the  following  reasons:  a)  nest  not 
visited  for  follow-up ;  b)  unable  to  estimate 
age  of  young  (in  order  to  determine  whether 
fledged  or  stolen) 

2.  Young  observed  actually  leaving  nest,  or  of 
sufficient  size  and  development  of  wings  to 
fledge  in  a  day  or  two 


All  grackle  nest  structures  were  similiar  to  the  one  described  by 
Bendire  in  Bent's  Life  Histories  of  North  American  Blackbirds,  Orioles,  Tanagers. 
and  their  Allies  (p.  377)«  In  all  but  three  cases  (in  which  case  the  nests  were 
in  windbreak  pines),  the  site  was  essentially  the  same  -  next  to  the  trunk  in 
the  top  branches.  Very  little  difference  was  seen  among  sizes  of  nests  and 
materials  used.  The  entire  area  was  generally  easy  to  walk  through,  without  any 
closely  growing  groups  of  trees. 

The  other  nesting  area,  as  mentioned  before,  was  located  about  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  to  the  east  of  the  Christmas  tree  farm,  in  a  one-acre  back  lot. 
About  250  White  and  Blue  Spruces  had  been  spaced  about  six  feet  apart  when 
planted,  to  form  a  U-shaped  grove,  which  is  now  a  thick  intertwining  mass  of 
boughs  and  dead  needles.  It  is  bordered  on  east  and  west  by  25  to  30  foot  Red 
Pines,  and  on  the  south  by  a  wet,  shrubby  tangle  (a  favorite  place  for  young 
to  hide)*  We  recorded  54  active  nests  in  this  colony.  The  spruce  tree  sites 
were  all  about  the  same  height,  ten  to  fifteen  feet,  and  again  the  nesting 
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materials  were  quite  similar,.  Nests  were  placed  next  to  the  trunk  in  the 
larger  topmost  branches.  Nests  in  several  20  to  30  foot  spruces  and  Red 
Pines  were  .five  feet  down  from  the  top*  and  a  few  nests  were  found  in  six 
foot  cedars*  junipers*  and  balsams  scattered  about  the  grove 0  Old  nests 
found  torn  and  lodged  in  the  lower  branches  suggested  that  this  had  been  a 
g ruckle  colony  in  previous  years 0  In  the  mat  of  needles  under  the  trees 
(where  we  had  to  crawl  to  get  from  tree  to  tree)*  owl  pellets  were  often 
found*  suggesting  predation  by  this  bird0  One  unusual  occurrence  did  get 
entered  on  our  record  cards,  A  nest  was  discovered  30  feet  high  in  a  tall 
White  Spruce  on  May  10th 0  It  contained  five  fresh  eggs.  On  May  17th  the 
same  nest  was  visited*  and  we  were  dismayed  to  find  a  dead  adult  bird  on  top 
of  five  dead  young  (just  recently  hatched).  Other  than  through  a  chemical 
or  biological  analysis*  there  were  no  clues  as  to  why  the  adult  bird  had 
died*  and  presumably  the  young  had  suffocated  because  of  this. 

Also  added  to  our  total  were  two  lone  nests*  one  located  in  a  ten 
foot  Scotch  Pine  about  midway  between  the  two  colonies 0  Its  success  was 
about  what  the  average  was  in  the  colonies*  both  sterility  in  an  egg  and  loss 
of  immature  young  having  been  observed 0  The  other  Isolated  nest  was 
situated  five  feet  high  In  an  Austrian  Pine  growing  in  a  very  shrubby 
meadow*  about  one-eighth  mile  from  the  spruce  grove  colony.  The  one  time  it 
was  visited  it  contained  three  strong  fledglings*  a  better-than-average 
success  for  Grand  Island  grackies,  -  2?  Edgewater  Road*  Grand  Island*  New  York, 


NOTES  AND  NEWS 

Chukars  and  Bobwhite  in  Niagara  Countys  -  “At  last  Monday's  meeting  of 
the  Niagara  County  Federation  of  Conservation  Clubs*  it  was  announced  by  Mel 
Thompson  of  Lockport  that  on  the  following  day*  600  more  bobwhite  quail  would 
be  released  in  various  sections  of  Niagara  County,  Mel  says  that  this 
release  will  bring  the  8 64  stocking  figure  up  to  an  even  thousand.  Added  to 
last  summer's  release*  we  now  have  a  bobwhite  population  of  some  2*000  birds 
in  our  county.  There  should  be  at  least  one  more  fall  release  of  the  fleet 
little  whistlers , " 

"The  stocking  program*  which  is  part  of  a  five-year  experiment*  is  being 
conducted  by  the  State  Conservation  Department,  It's  hoped  the  bobwhites  will 
catch  hold  and  call  Niagara  County  home  and  start  rearing  their  own  young.  To 
date  we've  had  reports  of  several  sightings  of  quail  -  including  quite  a  few 
reports  of  young  birds  being  seen.  We  can't  emphasize  too  much*  hew 
important  these  sighting  reports  are.  If  you  should  come  across  a  single  bird 
or  an  erd ire  covey*  just  jet  it  down  on  a  postcard  -  what*  when*  where  and 
how  m any  and  send  it  to  us.  We'll  greatly  appreciate  your  cooperation,11 

"The  same  request,  goes  for  chukar  partridge  sightings.  We  also  have  to 
know  how  well  these  birds  are  faring  and  if  we  find  out  the  results  are  good* 
the  introduction  program  would  be  stepped-up  considerably.  Chukar  program 
chairman  Den  Hilts  tells  us  that  this  year's  rearing  and  releasing  project  will 
be  the  Federation's  largest  and  most  successful.  Though  final  records  still 
aren't  available  -  there  are  still  many  birds  to  be  released  -  but  they 
should  very  easily  hit  the  1.300  figure,"  -  From  Field  and  Stream  by  Bill 
Hilts*  Niagara  Falls  Gazette,  August  27*  1964  (contributed  by  Mrs.  Walter 
Klabunde) , 
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BoOoS,  COMMITTEES 

1964-1965 


PROGRAM 


CONSERVATION 


Joseph  Thill ,  chairman 
Rachel  Axfcell 
Richard  Brownstein 
Harold  Mitchell 
Alice  McKale 
Bernard  Nathan 


Richard  Stevenson,  chairman 
Sheila  Kuhn 
Gretchen  Stevenson 
Alice  Ulrich 

AUDITING 


FINANCE 

Eugenia  Praemassing,  chairman 
Harriett e  Klabunde 
Frances  Rathbun 

REFUGE 

Walter  Klabunde,  chairman 

Raymond  Franz 

Arthur  Freitag 

Harold  Freund 

Whitney  Mall am 

John  McCormick 

Willard  McKale 

Lincoln  Nut. ting 

Jospeh  Thill 

Edward  Ulrich 

Edward  Williams 

MEMBERSHIP 

Mary  Louise  Emerson,  chairman 
Kathryn  Praemassing 
Margaret  Wendling 


John  McCormick 
Bernard  Nathan 

RESEARCH 


Harold  Mitchell, 


chairman 

chairman 


Robert  Andrle,  ass't 
Harold  Axtell 
David  Bigelow 
Richard  Brownstein 
Walter  Klabunde 
Whitney  Mallam 
Bernard  Nathan 
Richard  C,  Rosche 
Edward  L,  Seeber 

MAP  WRITE-UP 


Edward  C,  Ulrich,  chairman 
Alice  Ulrich 
Robert  Andrle 
Harriette  Klabunde 
WTalter  Klabunde 
Frances  Rew 
Richard  C.  Rosche 
Gertrude  G,  Webster 
(all  who  are  writing  up  a  territory) 


BoOoS ,  COUNCIL  MEMBERS 


1962-1965 

Mary  Louise  Emerson 
Harold  Mitchell 
Alice  Ulrich 


1963-1966 


Arthur  Freitag 
Harold  Freund 
Marie  Wendling 


1964-1967 

Walter  Klabunde 
Whitney  Mallam 
Bernard  Nathan 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 

1964-1965 


President 

Vice-president 

Recording  scretary 

Corresponding  secretary 

Treasurer 

Librarian 

Custodian  of  the  records 
Statisticians 


Marie  Wendling 
Joseph  F.  'Thill 
Harold  Freund 
Wilma  Csont 
Harriette  Klabunde 
Margaret  Wendling 
Arthur  Clark 
Harold  Axtell 
Robert  Andrle 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Nov.  IB  -  No  meeting 

Dec.  9  -  Bird  Migration  on  Radar  by  Dr.  William  Gunn  of  Toronto,  Ont. 
Assignment  of  territories  for  Christmas  Bird  Count 

Dec.  23  -  No  meeting 


PROGRAM  -  FI Eli  TRIPS 

Nov.  22  -  Niagara  River  and  Ontario  Plain.  Leader,  Richard  Byron.  Meet 
7:30  A.M.  at  Vermont  Street  entrance  to  Peace  Bridge. 

Dec.  6  -  Ontario  Plain  in  Canada.  Leader,  Dan  Salisbury.  Meet  7:30  A.M. 
at  Vermont  Street  entrance  to  Peace  Bridge. 

Dec.  27  -  Annual  Christmas  Bird  Count 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  40  Dartmouth  Ave,,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS :  Notify  tr.e  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Waiter  Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road, 

Lewiston,  New  York  14092 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  1.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRuCE:  Si. 50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  40  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York  14215 
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THE  MONTH 


October  was  cool,  with  the  temperature  2.7  degrees  below  normal,  dry, 
with  rainfall  1.11  inches  below  the  mean,  and  mostly  sunny,  with  6l  percent 
of  possible  sunshine,  which  was  10  percent  above  the  long-term  average.  The 
excess  cold  was  in  general  limited  to  the  first  half  of  the  month,  which  was 
over  five  degrees  below  the  normal  temperature  for  that  period;  the  last 
half  was  slightly  on  the  warm  side. 

One  observer  who  was  listing  birds  in  the  same  locality  nearly  every 
morning,  recorded  the  best  birding  of  the  month  on  October  11,  with  the  biggest 
pile-up  of  nocturnal  migrants  from  the  night  before  and  the  most  notable 
continuing  movement  of  birds  during  the  day.  Apparently  this  situation  was 
widespread  -  a  happy  circumstance  for  those  taking  part  in  the  B.O.S. 

October  Bird  Count,  for  which  this  date  had  been  chosen.  This  was  the  second 
coldest  day  of  the  month,  with  a  light  westerly  wind  at  6.5  m.p.h. 

The  night  of  the  l6th  and  the  morning  of  the  17th  brought  some  changes 
in  the  local  avifauna,  including  a  reduction  in  White-throated,  White- 
crowned  and  Song  Sparrows,  which  had  been  at  peak  numbers  since  the  big  influx 
on  the  11th.  On  the  25th  at  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont.,  a  notable  one-day  movement 
of  Purple  Finches  and  Vesper  Sparrows  was  conspicuous. 

Spectacular  numbers  of  Bonaparte's  Gulls  were  present  especially  in  the 
vicinity  of  Niagara  Falls  during  the  latter  part  of  the  month.  Some  of  the 
numerical  estimates  far  exceeded  the  admittedly  conservative  published  figure 
of  15,000.  At  least  four  Little  Gulls  were  found  among  them.  Three  or 
possibly  four  Sabine's  Gulls  also  were  observed;  two  were  immatures  and  one 
or  two  were  adults  -  one  of  the  latter  being  seen  at  the  Falls  October  17, 
the  other  nearly  25  miles  away  at  Athol  Springs  ten  days  later. 

Green-winged  Teal  and  Hermit  Thrushes  show  another  striking  increase 
in  our  area  this  year.  Among  the  most  unusual  species  reported  are  Cattle 
Egret,  European  Widgeon,  and  Hudsonian  Godwit.  (Meteorological  data  as 
reported  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.)  -  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  ~  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names ,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  “Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S.,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Loon 

Oct. 

6F 

1  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Mitchell,  Green 

it 

10,12,24  3 

,2,1  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Red-no  Grebe 

it 

17F 

1  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

it 

22 

2  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

it 

25 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

D.-cr.  Cormorant 

it 

5,6,8 

1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

ii 

18 

1  Niagara  River 

Andrle  et  al 

Cattle  Egret 

it 

30 

1  near  Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

Letchworths 

American  Bittern 

it 

14 

1  North  Cuba  Marsh 

Burtons 

*'Brant 

it 

31 

145  Fort  Niagara 

Rew,  Buck 

Gadwall 

it 

6 

2  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Mitchell,  Greene 

it 

22,23 

2  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

Green-w,  Teal 

ii 

16 

125  Belvidere 

Burtons 

ii 

18 

40  Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Mitchell  et  al 

tt 

25 

95  Buckhorn  Island  St.  Park 

Brownstein  et  al 

"  25  45  Burgeson  Sanctuary,  Town 

of  Kiantone 
(maximum  counts  for  the  month) 

Rosche,  Beal  et  < 

Blue-w.  Teal 

Oct. 

25 

3  Beaver  Island  St .  Park 

Brownstein  et  al 

European  Widgeon 

Oct. 

7 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

Shoveler 

Oct . 

25 

1  Buckhorn  Island  St.  Park 

Brownstein  et  al 

Redhead 

it 

24 

6  Dewittville 

Rew,  Rathbun 

Ring-n.  Duck 

ii 

24 

5  Chaut.  L.  at  Mayville 

Rew,  Rathbun 

Canvasback 

it 

24 

47  Chaut.  L.  at  Mayville 

Rew,  Rathbun 

Greater  Scaup 

ti 

24 

38  Chaut.  L.  at  Mayville 

Rew,  Rathbun 

it 

24 

135  Dewittville 

Rew,  Rathbun 

Bufflehead 

ii 

17F 

1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

ti 

24 

26  Chaut.  L.  at  Mayville 

Rew,  Rathbun 

Old squaw 

it 

27 

1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

White-w.  Scoter 

it 

6F 

45  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

Surf  Scoter 

ii 

6f 

15  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Common  Scoter 

it 

10F 

2  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Ruddy  Duck 

tt 

27 

2  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

it 

3,10,17  1 

,3,1  over  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont 

.Axtells 

Red- she  Hawk 

tt 

17 

1  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Rough-1 o  Hawk 

it 

13F 

1  Somerset 

Rosche 

it 

16,25 

1  Angelica,  Scio 

Burtons 

it 

19 

1  Grand  Island 

Brownstein  et  al 

ti 

20 

1  Stolle  Rd.,  Marilla 

Danner 

ti 

31 

9  Youngstown  Cemetery 
to  Point,  Breeze 

Rew,  Buck 

Osprey 

ti 

1-14 

1-2  Belmont 

Burtons 

Ruffed  Grouse 

ii 

4 

1  Long  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrles 

Turkey 

ii 

14-21 

2-40  Wellsville 

Burtons 
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Common  Gallinule 

Oct  o 

14 

2  North  Cuba  Marsh 

Burtons 

American  Coot 

ti 

24 

1050  Chaut.  L.  at  Mayville 

Rew,  Rathbun 

Semio  Plover 

it 

22 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Freitags 

Aim  Golden  Plover 

tt 

25 

1  Burgeson  Sanctuary, 

Rosche,  Beal  et  al 

Town  of  Kiantone 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

it 

18 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

it 

8 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

ti 

18L 

2  Belmont 

Burtons 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

ti 

17 

2  Pt.  Colborne,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

Knot 

it 

16 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Wendlings 

Who-ro  Sandpiper 

ti 

17 

9  Fort  Erie  to 

Brownstein  et  al 

Sugarloaf  Point,  Ont. 

it 

18 

2  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

it 

25 

1  Buckhorn  Island  St.  Park 

Brownstein  et  al 

Least  Sandpiper 

Oct. 

18 

2  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

Oct. 

4L 

1  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Andrle 

Semio  Sandpiper 

ii 

16 

8  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Wendlings 

-*Hudsonian  God  wit 

it 

28 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle , Axt ell, Bourne 

ti 

30 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Wendlings,  Webster 

Sanderling 

it 

18 

2  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

*-Red  Phalarope 

it 

10 

1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

it 

25 

1  Athol  Springs 

Andrle 

Franklin's  Gull 

n 

20 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Clark 

ii 

28 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

ii 

28  15000  Niagara  Falls  to 

Andrle  et  al 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Little  Gull 

ii 

6 

1  Grand  Island 

Mitchell,  Greene 

it 

14 

1  Bird  Island,  Buffalo 

Andrle 

it 

18 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

ti 

19 

2  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

ii 

25 

4  Niagara  Falls  - 

Brownstein  eu  al 

Queenston,  Ont.  area 

n 

28 

4  Niagara  Falls  - 

Andrle  et  al 

Queenston,  Ont.  area 

^Sabine ' s  Gull 

ii 

17 

2  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Peters 

ti 

18 

2  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

ii 

20 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Clark 

ti 

27 

1  Athol  Springs 

Bourne 

Forster's  Tern 

it 

25 

1  Beaver  Island  St.  Park 

Brownstein  et  al 

Common  Tern 

it 

4 

350  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle 

it 

4 

400  Camelot  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

ti 

25 

400  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Schaffner  et  al 

(unusual  numbers  this  late. . .several  observers) 

Black  Tern 

Oct. 

18L 

2  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

it 

17L 

1  Waverly  Beach,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

Snowy  Owl 

it 

31F 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Somme rville 

Long-eared  Owl 

ii 

17 

2  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axt ells 

Chiron  - r  Swift 

Oct . 

10 

2  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

R  o -t  o  Hummingbird 

Oct. 

3L 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

ied-ho  Woodpecker 

it 

2 

2  Chippawa,  Ont. 

Folemsbees 

it 

16 

2  Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

31 

4  Fort  Niagara  area 

Rew,  Buck 

Eastern  Phoebe 

tt 

25 

1  Scio 

Burtons 

E  «  Wood  Pewee 

it 

3  ^  4L 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Red-br. Nuthatch 

it 

9 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 
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Red~br.  Nuthatch 

Oct. 

24 

1  Williamsville 

Wendlings 

Long-b.  Marsh  Wren  " 

18L 

1  Port  Colborne,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Mockingbird 

it 

27 

1  Hamburg 

Woolley 

Catbird 

n 

16l 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Wendlings 

Wood  Thrush 

it 

15L 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Swain son’s  Thrush 

u 

15 

5  Delaware  Park,  Bflo. 

A.  Freitag 

ti 

16 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Wendlings 

it 

18 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Oct . 

. . 

1  Kenmore 

Websters 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

Oct  o 

1-12L 

1-6  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Water  Pipit 

it 

25 

1  Beaver  Island  St .Park 

S chaff ner  et  al 

Northern  Shrike 

it 

24,31 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Solitary  Vireo 

it 

14-2 5 L 

1  Springbrook 

Danner 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

it 

12  L 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

ii 

2L 

2  Springbrook 

Danner 

Bl.-&-wh.  Warbler 

it 

20L 

2  Delaware  Pk.,  Buffalo 

Mitchell 

Term.  Warbler 

it 

12 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

13L 

1  East  Aurora 

Danner 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

n 

1 

1  Hamburg 

Bourne 

ii 

4 

2  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle 

ii 

6 

1  Grand  Island 

Mitchell,  Greene 

tt 

18 

1  Dunnville  Marsh,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Oct. 

20L 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Nashville  Warbler 

Oct . 

15L 

1  Delaware  Pk.,  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

Palm  Warbler 

it 

18 

1  Dunnville  Marsh,  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

ii 

20 

1  Delaware  Pk.,  Buffalo 

Mitchell 

ii 

30L 

1  Ft .Erie-N. Falls,  Ont. 

Wendlings,  Webster 

Yellow-br.  Chat 

Oct. 

4L 

1  Long  Beach,  Ont. 

Andrle 

Baltimore  Oriole 

Oct. 

31L 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Purple  Finch 

Oct . 

28 

5  Buffalo 

A.  Freitag 

Pine  Siskin 

it 

31 

4  Youngstown  Cemetery 

Rew,  Buck 

Savannah  Sparrow 

ti 

20L 

2  Belmont 

Burtons 

White-cr .  Sparrow 

ti 

11-16 

50  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

(maximum  count) 

White-thr ,  Sparrow 

Oct. 

11-16 

150  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

(maximum  count) 

Fox  Sparrow 

Oct. 

3-31 

1-5  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Lincoln's  Sparrow 

ii 

1-11 

1-4  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

15L 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Snow  Bunting 

it 

27F 

3  Buffalo  Airport 

Coggeshall 

Species,  subspecies 

;  and 

hybrids  previously  recorded: 

263 

Additional  species, 

subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue 

:  _ 4 

Total  for  1964s 

267 
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ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


Report  of  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Shorebird  Count 

Date:  July  19,  1964 

Again  this  year  all  areas  were  covered.  Also,  a  new  territory 
encompassing  the  stretch  from  Port  Maitland  through  Grant  Point  was  walked  and 
has  been  designated  as  Territory  #11.  In  keeping  with  K.  Abie's  remarks  in  last 
year’s  summary,  this  area  was  again  found  to  be  rich  in  shore  birds,  birds 
which  in  former  years  might  have  been  more  likely  to  frequent  Rockhouse  Point. 
Nevertheless,  the  count  totals  have  included  only  the  10  original  territories  in 
order  to  most  nearly  provide  comparable  figures,  with  the  Territory  #11 
figures  added  later. 


Territory 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Total 

11 

Semipalm.  Plover 
Killdeer 

no 

87 

47 

47 

43 

55 

46 

26 

40 

9 

510 

99 

Spotted  San dp. 

71 

66 

37 

95 

71 

51 

63 

59 

102 

42 

657 

131 

Solitary  Sandp. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Gr„  Yellowlegs 

3 

2 

81 

4 

3 

11 

106 

2 

Ls.  Yellowlegs 

94 

44 

92 

6 

14 

94 

93 

52 

12 

22 

523 

155 

Pectoral  Sandp. 

34 

18 

2 

22 

28 

5 

2 

111 

Least  Sandp. 

55 

19 

17 

5 

4 

76 

17 

31 

227 

63 

Dunlin 

1 

1 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 

2 

3 

1 

6 

25 

Stilt  Sandp. 

7 

1 

8 

4 

S  emipa lin. .  S  andp . 

134 

71 

61 

54 

31 

172 

46 

43 

3 

19 

624 

115 

Western  Sandp. 

1 

1 

Sanderling 

1 

1 

Wilson's  Phalarope 

1 

1 

unidentified 

5 

17 

22 

TOTALS 

511  306  260  310  165 

480  301  182 

188 

98 

2801 

607 

As  is  readily  evident,  the  total  shorebirds  was  well  below  the  totals 
found  on  each  of  the  last  two  years,  the  other  years  of  July  counts.  The  loss  is 
mainly  in  the  small  "peep",  the  Least  and  Semipalmated  Sandpipers.  Several 
reasons  might  be  advanced  to  account  for  this  -  the  earlier  date,  the  lack  of  any 
break  in  the  weather  patterns  by  that  time  -  but  I  suspect  that  other,  more 
subtle  factors  are  also  involved. 

Again,  we  owe  a  heartfelt  thanks  to  all  who  participated.  -  Edward  L.  Seeber, 
127  Fayette  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y. 
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RECENT  CHANGES  IN  THE  CONSTITUTION 
OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY,  INC. 


Several  changes  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society- 
have  been  authorized  in  the  past  several  years. 

The  Council  feels  these  changes  do  not  necessarily  call  for  a  new  issue 
of  the  Constitution.  All  members,  however,  are  asked  to  make  the  five 
corrections  listed  below  on  their  copies  of  the  Constitution. 


Article  II,  Section  I  should  now  read  as  follows: 

There  shall  be  six  classes  of  membership:  viz,,  Honorary  Members, 
Corresponding  Members,  Fellows,  Citation  Members,  Active  Members, 
and  Associate  Members. 

Article  II,  Section  7  (new) 

Citation  Members  shall  include  those  members  who  may  from  time  to 
time  be  elected  by  the  Fellows  because  of  their  important 
contributions  in  time  and  effort  in  furthering  the  welfare  of  the 
Society. 

Article  IV,  Section  1  should  state: 

The  officers  shall  consist  of  a  President,  a  Vice  President,  a 
Recording  Secretary,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  a 
Librarian,  a  Records  Custodian,  and  two  Statisticians. 

Article  VII,  Section  7  is  now  Section  8, 

Article  VII,  Section  7  (new) 

Records  Custodian.  The  Records  Custodian  shall  have  sharge  of  the 
files  of  the  Society.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  control  access  to 
the  locked  files  and  to  assure  return  of  materials  removed 
therefrom  by  maintaining  records  of  such  borrowings  from  the  files 
and  to  use  such  other  procedures  as  shall  be  appropriate. 

Article  XIII,  Section  1  should  be  corrected  to  read  as  follows: 

Dues  shall  be  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ($2.50)  per  year, 
payable  in  advance.  Members  joining  after  April  1  shall  pay 
one-half  of  the  annual  dues  for  that  year. 
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SUGGESTED  FORM  FOR  USE  IN  TERRITORIAL  WRITEUPS 


In  accordance  with  the  action  taken  by  the  Council,  an  appointed  committee 
has  drawn  up  the  following  suggestions  as  a  plan  for  use  in  writeups  for  the 
different  sections  of  our  Western  New  York  study  area.  Persons  studying  the 
sections,  will  find  different  physical  features  in  different  parts  of  our  study 
area,  and  with  that  in  mind  can  use  this  form  as  a  guide  to  describe  those 
characters  which  are  peculiar  to  the  area  under  study „ 

(1)  Give  a  general  description  of  the  area 

a)  Give  the  section  number  according  to  the  map  book  and  the  approximate 
size  of  the  section  in  square  miles . 

b)  Physiographic  descriptions  such  as  elevations  of  the  different  parts 
of  the  sectionj  whether  there  are  plains,  hills  or  rolling  country « 

c)  Special  geological  formations?  proportion  of  woods  and  open  country! 
different  types  of  vegetation  as  forests  of  oak,  mixed  stands  of  hardwoods,  etc. 

d)  Areas  of  waters  such  as  lakes,  ponds,  swamps,  sinks  and  streams.  State 
whether  temporary  or  permanent. 

e)  Mention  any  large  permanent  features  -  as  Zoar  Valley,  Niagara  Gorge, 

Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  Chautauqua  Gorge,  Niagara  Escarpment,  etc. 

(2)  Describe  the  locations  within  the  area 

a)  Give  the  locations  within  the  area,  using  the  COORDINATES  from  left  to 

right  and  from  top  to  bottom. 

b)  Name  a  town  as  a  starting  point  for  locating  .spots 

c)  Name  the  roads  as  a  means  of  locating  spots 

d)  Give  exact  locations  of  permanent  sites  by  using  permanent  physical 
monuments  In  the  field;  for  example,  large  tree,  fence,  stonepile . 

e)  Avoid  use  of  non-permanent  markers,  such  as  an  old  barn,  shed,  etc. 

(3)  Specific  conditions  of  observations 

a)  In  writing  of  a  location  mention  the  followings  whether  in  the  areas 
there  are  fields,  old  or  cultivated;  meadows;  overgrown  pastures;  second 
growth  woodlots  or  mature  woods;  evergreen  plantings  or  any  other  features 
which  form  favorable  niches. 

b)  Seasonal  changes  as  they  Influence  the  fluctuation  of  bird  populations 
in  the  area. 

c.)  Man's  seasonal  activities  as  they  affect  birds,  such  as  preparation 
of  fields  for  planting  -  larks  in  winter,  plover  in  fall,  gulls  in  spring,  etce; 
harvest  -  blackbirds,  etc.;  sanding  and  salting  of  highways. 

This  outline  as  been  prepared  as  an  aid  for  members  who  are  familiar 
with  a  specific  section  of  our  Western  New  York  Study  Area  and  who  will  make 
the  effort  to  put  into  writing  for  publication  their  knowledge  and  thus  increase 
immesurably  the  value  of  our  territorial  maps.  There  are  in  the  Research 
Library  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  contour  maps  which  will  give  the 
information  necessary  to  descrioe  the  geological  leatures  of  Nestern  New  York0 


For  territorial  assignment  writeups,  please  contact  the  Chairman  oi  che 
Writeup  Committee,  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  193  Lasalle  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York. 
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On  November  19,  1964,  occurred  the  death  of  Bernard  H.  Nathan.  As  a 
three-time  past  President*  a  former  Statistician*  and  this  year  a  member  of  the 
Council*  he  has  long  been  a  valued  member  of  our  Society.  In  his  death  we  have 
lost  not  only  a  distinguished  ornithologist  but  also  a  devoted  friend.  Further 
tribute  will  be  paid  to  him  in  the  next  issue  of  The  Prothonotary . 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Dec.  9  -  Bird  Migration  on  Radar  by  William  Gunn  of  Toronto,  Ontario. 

Assignment  of  territories  for  the  Christmas  Bird  Count  by  Whitney 
Mallam, 

Dec.  23  -  No  meeting 

Jan.  13  -  Northern  Finches  by  Robert  F.  Andrle.  Report  of  the  Christmas  Count 
by  Whitney  Mallam.  Assignment  of  territories  for  the  Winter 
Waterfowl  Count. 

Jan.  27  -  Modern  Techniques  in  Bird  Song  Recording  by  Miss  Jodi  Bennett  of  the 
University  of  California  at  Santa  Barbara,  Report  of  the  Winter 
Waterfowl  Count. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Dec.  27  -  Thirty-Sixth  Annual  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Wnitney  Mallam*  leader* 

345  Fourth  St.,  Niagara  Falls  (BU  2-2004).  Please  contact  the  leader 
or  come  to  the  Dec.  9  meeting  for  assignment  to  territories. 

Jan.  17  -  Winter  Waterfowl  Count.  Details  to  be  announced  later. 

Jan.  30  -  Ontario  Plain.  Walter  and  Harriette  Klabunde*  leaders  (PL  4-4424). 

Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  in  parking  space  at  Sheridan  Plaza,  Sheridan  Drive 
and  Delaware  Road,  Tonawanda. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler:  Richard  C*  Rosche*  48  Dartmouth  Ave.*  Buffalo*  New  York. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer*  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde*  4923  Creek  Road* 

Lewiston,  New  York  14092 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche*  48  Dartmouth  Avenue*  Buffalo*  New  York  14215 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

The  average  temperature  for  the  first  eighteen  days  of  November  was 
seven  degrees  above  normalo  The  much  cooler  latter  portion*  however*  brought 
the  monthly  average  down  to  three  degrees  above  the  mean.  Drought  conditions 
prevailed  during  the  first  half;  snow  and  rain  during  the  latter  part  brought 
the  total  precipitation  only  up  to  2.09  inches*  1.51  inches  below  normal.  A 
disrupting  snowstorm  commenced  on  the  21st.  By  the  23rd  up  to  two  feet  or  more 
of  snow  had  fallen  in  some  sections  away  from  Buffalo.  A  thaw  the  24th  and 
heavy  rains  the  25th-»26th*  however*  quickly  eliminated  the  snow  cover. 

As  the  Noteworthy  Records  show*  this  was  an  interesting  binding  month. 
But  this  was  partly  because  November  is  always  one  of  the  three  or  four  best 
binding  months  here.  Compared  with  most  Novembers  in  the  Niagara  Frontier* 
this  one  was  characterized  by  a  somewhat  less  than  normal  waterfowl  movement* 
fewer  hawks  than  usual*  very  small  numbers  of  the  large  gulls*  and  no  records 
of  northern  finches  and  grosbeaks*  except  a  few  Snow  Buntings  representing  a 
t iny  fraction  of  their  usual  numbers . 

On  the  credit  side  was  the  presence  of  some  interesting  small  gulls* 
including  two  Kittiwakes*  a  Franklin1 s  Gull*  and  one  of  the  largest  incursions 
of  Little  Gulls  in  history.  Telephone  calls  to  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
indicated  Snowy  Owls  in  about  twenty  well-separated  localities*  suggesting  at 
least  that  number  of  individual  birds*  making  this  obviously  a  flight  year  for 
this  raptor.  There  were  several  exceptionally  late  records  of  migrant  species. 
Four  kinds  of  birds  were  recorded  later  than  in' any  previous  years  an  Osprey* 
our  latest  date  by  four  days;  a  Parula  Warbler*  latest  by  three  and  a  half 
weeks;  a  Yellow-breasted  Chat*  later  than  in  any  previous  year  by  two  months; 
and  a  Grasshopper  Sparrow*  a  month  and  a  half  later  than  the  previous  latest 
date.  In  addition*  a  well-verified  report  of  Bohemian  Waxwings*  besides  two 
or  three  unverified  reports*  also  contributed  toward  making  this  an  interesting 

month. 

November*  at  least  the  first  part  of  it*  has  always  connoted  to  my  mind 
a  very  busy  time  of  Goldfinch  migration.  This  fall*  however*  I  waited  and 
watched  in  vain*  except  one  day*  the  22nd,  when  there  was  a  conspicuous  but 
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moderate  movement  of  these  birds.  Perhaps  this  near  absence  of  a  Goldfinch 
migration  may  be  related  somehow  to  the  virtual  absence  of  movements  of  northern 
finches  and  grosbeaks.  The  one  day  in  which  some  Goldfinch  migration  was 
observed,  the  22nd,  was  by  far  the  coldest  day  of  the  fall  up  to  that  time,  and 
was  also  the  day  following  the  first  heavy  snowstorm. 

All  who  are  a  part  of  the  B.O.S.  or  who  are  interested  in  the  ornithology 
of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  will  wish  to  read  elsewhere  in  this  issue  about 
Bernie  Nathan,  who  died  November  19.  (Meteorological  data  as  reported  at 
Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.)  -  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Buffalo  Museum  of 
Science,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable 
detailed  written  verification,  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S. ,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been 
received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Common  Loon 

Nov,  7, 

14, 18  2 

,1,8  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,  Ont. 

Axtells 

•KRed-thr.  Loon 

it 

6 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

Red-necked  Grebe 

11 

15 

1  Rose  Hill,  Ont, 

Rew  et  al 

it 

27 

2  Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

Horned  Grebe 

tt 

14 

182  Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew  et  al 

D.-cr.  Cormorant 

it 

22 

1  Town  of  Sheridan 

Rew,  Rathbun 

Whistling  Swan 

ti 

28F 

38  Chautauqua  Lake 

Clark,  Miller 

Brant 

it 

11L 

3  Niagara-on-the-Lake ,Ont . 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

n 

11L 

3  Clinton  Township,  Ont, 

Clark 

Green-winged  Teal 

it 

15 

45  Buckhorn  Island  St.  Park 

Rosche  et  al 

(maximum  count  for  the  month) 

American  Widgeon 

Nov. 

14 

165  Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew  et  al 

Wood  Duck 

tt 

14 

1  Chaut.  L.  at  Mayville 

Rew  et  al 

it 

26 

1  Forest  Lawn,  Buffalo 

A,  Freitag 

Redhead 

tt 

14 

28  Chaut.  L.  at  Mayville 

Rew  et  al 

Ring-necked  Duck 

it 

14 

6  Chaut.  L.  at  Mayville 

Rew  et  al 

Greater  Scaup 

tt 

14 

604  Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew  et  al 

tt 

29 

7500  Port  "Weller,  Ont. 

Klabundes 

Bufflehead 

it 

14 

140  Chaut,  L.  at  Mayville 

Rew  et  al 

King  Eider 

"  2 OF, 

21,29  3 

,4,4  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

it 

23 

1  Bay  View 

Bourne 

11 

28 

4  Port  Weller,  Ont. 

D.  Salisbury 

Ruddy  Duck 

11 

14 

6l  Chaut.  L.  at  Mayville 

Rew  et  al 

tt 

15 

1  Buckhorn  Island  St.  Park 

Rosche  et  al 

it 

22 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont, 

Clark,  Bosserman 

Red-sh.  Hawk 

tt 

14 

1  Eden 

Bourne 

Rough-1 0  Hawk 

it 

2 

1  Chippawa,  Ont. 

F,  Folemsbee 

it 

11 

1  North  Collins 

Bourne 

11 

11 

1  Rensch  Rd.,  Amherst 

Rosche,  Gellermann 

it 

15 

6  Beams ville,  Ont. 

Klabundes 

(103) 


Vol.  30,  No.  12  -  Noteworthy  Records  (oon't) 


Rough-1.  Hawk 

Nov. 

24 

1  Armor 

Bourne 

it 

25 

1  Amherst 

Mitchell 

it 

26 

8  Lewiston  to  Wilson 

Klabundes 

it 

26 

1  Amherst 

Wendlings 

it 

27 

2  Clarence 

Brockner 

Osprey 

Nov. 

_  _  .  3L 

1  Scio 

Burton 

Ruffed  Grouse 

Nov. 

15 

1  Thunder  Bay,  Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

American  Coot 

ii 

13 

1  Allegany  State  Park 

Brockner 

Black-b.  Plover 

ii 

11L 

2  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

D.  Salisbury 

Common  Snipe 

it 

7 

10  Wellsville 

Rosche  et  al 

ii 

21 

2  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Clark,  Burger 

ti 

22,23 

9,1  Pt.Colborne  Harbor, Ont. 

Clark,  Bosserman 

it 

28 

5  Pt.Colborne  Harbor, Ont. 

D.  Salisbury 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

"  22 

.23.29L 

1  Pt.Colborne  Harbor, Ont. 

Clark  et  al 

(injured  leg) 

Nov. 

28 

1  Prendergast  Point 

Clark,  Miller 

Purple  Sandpiper 

it 

11F 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

D.  Salisbury 

ii 

22 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew,  Rathbun 

it 

29 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Clark  et  al 

Dunlin 

ti 

28 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Clark,  Miller 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

it 

18L 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Gr.  Black-b.  Gull 

ii 

11 

14  Clinton  Township,  Ont. 

Clark 

(maximum  count  for  month) 

Franklin’s  Gull 

Nov. 

1 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

D.  Salisbury 

it 

5 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Freitags 

it 

11 

1  Queenston,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

Little  Gull 

ii 

1,11 

4,3  N.Falls-Queenston,  Ont. 

Salisbury s,  Dorst 

ii 

21 

7  Queenston,  Ont . 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

ii 

21 

3  Niagara  Falls,  Ont, 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

n 

22 

3  Niagara  Falls 

Clark,  Bosserman 

it 

22 

3  N.Falls-Queenston,  Ont. 

Salisburys 

ti 

22,29 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

it 

28 

4  Queenston, ' Ont • 

D.  Salisbury 

#B1.-1.  Kittiwake 

it 

21 

1  Long  Beach,  Ont. 

Clark,  Burger 

it 

21 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Rew 

ii 

21 

1  Niagara  Falls 

D.  Salisbury,  Dorst 

Common  Tern 

it 

5,16 

3  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

ii 

17 

2  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Rosche,  Budington 

it 

19 

3  Nia.  River  West  Branch 

Freitags 

ii 

28 

2  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

D.  Salisbury 

Barn  Owl 

ti 

29 

1  Queenston,  Ont. 

Dorst,  Salisbury 

Snowy  Owl 

ii 

1 

1  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Somme rville 

tt 

11 

1  Featherstone  Point,  Ont. 

Clark 

it 

11 

1  Dunnville,  Ont.' 

Rosche,  Reuthers 

it 

11 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

D.  Salisbury 

it 

14 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Clark  et  al 

ti 

26-30 

1-2  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Soramerville 

it 

29 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Clark  et  al 

Short-eared  Owl 

ti 

3,15 

7,13  Bedell  Rd., Grand  Island 

Rosche,  Gellermann 

tt 

14 

1  Stedman,  Chaut.  Co. 

Rew  et  al 

ti 

14 

1  Grant  Point,  Ont. 

Clark  et  al 

it 

22 

1  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Clark,  Bosserman 

ti 

29 

2  Town  of  Sheldon,  Wyo.Co. 

Wendlings 

Saw-whet  Owl 

n 

2F 

1  Chippawa,  Ont. 

Folemsbees 
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Saw-whet  Owl 

Nov.  29  1  Morgan's  Point,  Ont. 

(freshly  killed) 

Clark  et  al 

Eastern  Phoebe 

Nov. 

7L 

1  Rose  Hill' Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Common  Crow 

tt 

13 

300  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Sommerville 

Tufted  Titmouse 

11 

1-28 

2-3  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

11 

14 

3  Mayville 

Rew  et  al 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

it 

3 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

Mockingbird 

it 

8,17 

2,1  Rensch  Rd.,  Amherst 

Rosche,  Gellermann 

11 

20 

1  near  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

Eastern  Bluebird 

it 

26 

1  Fort  Niagara 

Klabundes 

ti 

27L 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Water  Pipit 

it 

21 

22  Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Clark,  Burger 

tt 

22 

14  Rockhouse  Point,  Ont. 

Clark,  Bossermann 

it 

23L 

8  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Clark 

•^Bohemian  Waxwing 

ti 

7 

3  Belmont 

Burtons 

Northern  Shrike 

it 

1-30 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

it 

11 

1  Decew  Falls,  Ont. 

D.  Salisbury,  Dorst 

n 

15 

1  Bertie  Bay,  Ont. 

Rew  et  al 

tt 

15 

2  Grand  Island 

Rosche  et  al 

11 

22 

1  Pontiac 

Brockners 

Parula  Warbler 

Nov. 

10-14L 

1  Hamburg 

Bacons,  Bourne 

Pine  Warbler 

Nov. 

~~ 26L 

1  Wilson 

Klabundes 

Yellow-br.  Chat 

Nov. 

27-29L 

1  1.82  Minnesota  Avenue, 
Buffalo 

Mitchell,  Reischel, 
Reed,  Ulrichs 

Baltimore  Oriole 

Nov. 

1 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Rusty  Blackbird 

Nov. 

21,29 

1  Derby 

Brockner 

Amer.  Goldfinch 

tt 

22 

115  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

(only  day  this  fall  that  any  significant 
of  this  species  was  noted  here) 

amount  of  migration 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

Nov. 

29 

1  Morgan’s  Point,  Ont. 

Clark  et  al 

Grasshopper  Spa. 

Nov. 

14L 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Vesper  Sparrow 

Nov. 

14L 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Field  Sparrow 

tt 

7L 

1  Elma 

Coggeshall 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

tt 

1-30 

4-7  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

n 

1-30 

4-15  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Fox  Sparrow 

tt 

1-10 

1  Rose  Hill  Road,  Ont. 

Axtells 

Snow  Bunting 

it 

5 

4  Lake  View 

Bourne 

Species,  subspecies 
Additional  species. 
Total  for  19641 


and  hybrids  previously  recorded:  267 

subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue:  _ 2 

270 


STATISTICIANS* 1 2  NOTES 

1.  Persons  submitting  records  are  reminded  that  it  makes  it  much  more 
convenient  for  all  those  handling  the  records  and  reports  if  verifying  write-ups 
are  submitted  on  separate  sheets  of  paper  -  one  write-up  per  sheet,  please  1 

2.  Will  those  persons  submitting  records  please  be  sure  to  sign  or  type 
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their  names  at  the  end  of  the  records  in  order  that  we  know  sho  is  submitting 
them?  We  have  November  records  from  several  people  whom  we  can't  identify* 

3o  Import-ant  reminders  records  must  be  mailed  to  the  Compiler  not 
later  than  the  5th  day  of  the  following  month*  Reports  mailed  later  cannot  be 
published*  except  certain  records  for  which  verifying  write-ups  are  required 
and  accepted*  which  in  some  cases  may  be  published  as  addenda  in  the  January 
issue  of  the  following  year* 

4«  The  Statisticians  will  be  glad  to  explain  why  any  particular 
verification  write-up  was  rejected  if  asked  in  the  Humboldt  Room  immediately 
before  or  after  a  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  meeting  (or  by  letter  from 
out-of-town  members )*  and  they  will  welcome  discussion  of  the  verification 
system  of  the  Society  at  any  time* 


BERNARD  H*  NATHAN 
1908-1964 

WHEREAS  God*  in  His  omniscience  has  seen  fit  to  take  from  our 
midst  Bernard  Nathan*  Fellow  of  this  Society*  and 

WHEREAS  Bernard  Nathan  through  many  years  of  service  has  given 
of  his  energies  and  zeal*  having  served  our  Society  as 
President*  as  Statistician*  as  Council  Member*  and  in  numerous 
other  capacities*  and 

WHEREAS  the  members  of  this  Society  feel  an  exceedingly  deep 
sense  of  gratitude  for  the  services  he  performed  in  our  behalf* 
now 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY* 
assembled  at  its  six-hundred  and  thirty-first  regular  meeting 
sincerely  and  belatedly  express  its  sincere  and  heartfelt 
thanks  to  Bernard  Nathan  for  his  many  hours  of  work  in  our 
interest  and  for  the  unstinted  use  he  gave  us  of  his  talents, 
and 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  we  express  to  his  family  our  appreciation 
for  their  efforts*  thereby  making  it  possible  for  Bernard 
Nathan  to  give  so  tirelessly  of  his  efforts*  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
spread  upon  the  pages  of  our  minutes  and  of  our  Society's 
publication*  and  that  copies  be  conveyed  to  the  family. 

December  9*  1964  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
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Friends  throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada  were  saddened  by 
the  sudden  death  of  Bernard  Nathan  on  November  19*  19&4  at  his  home  in 
Buffalo*  New  York. 

Bernard  Harry  Nathan  was  born  in  Brooklyn  on  December  31*  1908, 

He  was  the  oldest  of  the  four  children  of  Harry  and  Deborah  Cohen  Nathan* 
the  others  being  Catherine*  Alfred*  and  Emanuel „  He  attended  public 
schools  in  Brooklyn. 

Upon  reaching  the  eligible  age  he  became  a  member  of  a  Boy  Scout 
troop*  the  leader  of  which  was  George  Hicks*  who  loved  birds  and 
introduced  young  Bernard  to  an  interest  that  became  the  major  interest 
of  his  life.  Mr.  Hicks  was  pleased  to  have  such  an  interest  shown  on 
the  part  of  one  of  his  boys,  and  a  bond  of  friendship  grew  between  scout 
and  scoutmaster.  When  Mr.  Hicks  died  while  Bernard  was  still  in  his 
teens*  he  left  his  library  to  his  pupil*  who  in  all  probability  had 
already  surpassed  his  teacher  in  the  knowledge  of  bird  identification* 
their  songs  and  behavior.  This  interest  in  ornithology  which  took  such 
a  hold  on  young  Bernard  occupied  his  leasure  time  right  up  to  his  death. 

A  number  of  miles  from  his  home  Bernard  found  a  marsh  where  the 
birding  was  excellent.  He  reported  his  discovery  to  Warren  Eaton*  an 
ornithologist  and  a  member  of  the  Linnaean  Society.  Following  this  lead* 
Mr.  Eaton  and  others  were  so  pleased  with  the  discovery  that  they  made 
Bernard  a  member  of  that  famous  society*  the  youngest  member  ever.  Here 
he  met  the  leading  birders  of  the  area*  counting  among  his  new  friends 
such  persons  as  Joseph  J.  Hickey*  Roger  Tory  Peterson*  and  Allen 
Cruickshank*  to  name  a  few.  Bernard  was  always  proud  of  the  fact  that  he 
and  Mr.  Peterson*  as  young  men*  had  many  birding  expeditions  in  the  New 
York  area. 

Later  on  Bernard  became  a  scoutmaster  of  a  troop  in  Brooklyn*  an 
experience  which  gave  him  great  satisfaction  because  of  his  fondness  for 
youth.  His  interest  in  boys  never  lessened*  and  later  when  he  came  to 
know  the  young  birders  of  the  Niagara  Frontier*  he  helped  them  as 
growing  ornithologists  and  continued  his  interest  throughout  their 
college  days  and  after. 

Bernard  served  in  the  United  States  Army  on  a  Liberty  ship  from 
1942  through  1943 o  During  this  time  he  gained  vast  knowledge  of  the 
birds  abroad*  especially  in  England  and  Cuba.  Meanwhile  his  family 
moved  to  Buffalo*  where  he  joined  them  in  1945 «. 

His  vocation  was  in  the  field  of  purchasing*  but  more  recently  he 
held  a  civil  service  position.  Weekends  and  holidays  he  relaxed  in  the 
enjoyment  of  his  avocation.  Many  times  he  astounded  those  with  him  by 
his  ability  to  identify  birds  quickly  by  their  flight*  song*  or 
appearance  without  the  aid  of  binoculars  or  scope*  whether  it  was  a 
Kittiwake  on  the  Niagara  River*  the  Purple  Sandpiper  flying  by  the 
automobile  at  Crystal  Beach  or  the  wary  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  as  it  flew 
up  from  the  tall  marsh  grass  only  to  disappear  in  another  hide-away! 
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For  almost  twenty  years  Bernard  Nathan  explored  our  woodlands, 
shores  and  marshes.  He  was  not  a  lone  birder  but  enjoyed  companionship. 
He  shared  his  vast  knowledge  with  a  patience  and  kindness  that  endeared 
him  to  young  and  old  alike. 

Mary  Louise  Emerson 


The  death  of  Bernard  Nathan  on  November  19,  1964,  left  a  deep  void 
in  our  ranks.  Bernie,  as  he  was  affectionately  called,  first  contributed 
to  our  records  in  January  1944*  while  on  a  short  furlough  from  his  Army 
duties.  Because  of  the  gas  rationing  he  took  a  bus  to  such  localities  as 
Orchard  Park,  Hamburg,  Grand  Island,  and  Niagara  Falls,  and  nearly 
always  returned  with  noteworthy  records  of  bird  observations.  His  name 
again  appeared  in  the  Prothonotary  in  late  1945,  when  he  and  Robert 
Andrle  made  a  trip  to  the  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  on  November  25. 

About  that  time  he  became  an  associate  member  of  our  society  and  an  active 
member  the  following  year. 

Bernie  had  a  wealth  of  experience  in  identifying  birds  in  the  field, 
and  with  his  acute  hearing  could  detect  the  presence  of  many  species  before 
they  came  into  view.  Thus  he  was  able  to  impart  his  profound  knowledge 
in  some  degree  to  others,  especially  young  members  such  as  Filor,  Keim, 
Pause,  and  Wagner.  He  was  not  only  a  leader  of  many  local  trips  but  also 
a  leading  spirit  in  trips  to  interesting  localities  out  of  our  territory, 
such  as  to  Bradford,  Ontario  on  the  July  Fourth  weekends  in  1947  and  1948, 
to  Huntsville  in  1949*  and  on  trips  in  early  May  to  Point  Pelee,  Ontario, 
regularly  through  the  years.  He  was  one  of  our  group  who  saw  a  Sutton’s 
Warbler  near  Opequon  Creek  in  the  eastern  panhandle  of  West  Virginia  on 
May  29,  1950. 

He  shared  with  Albert  J.  Wright  the  discovery  of  a  Wheatear  near 
Ridgeway,  Ontario,  on  September  24,  1949,  and  with  Ed  Seeber  and  others 
the  sight  of  a  Black  Brant  at  Burntship  Creek  on  November  13,  1949.  He 
also  saw  the  Wandering  Tattler  on  the  two  occasions  when  it  was  observed 
on  the  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  on  August  1,  1948  and  in  mid-July  I960. 
With  James  Braunberns  he  discovered  the  location  of  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows 
at  the  Dunnville  Marsh  at  Stromness,  Ontario  on  October  18,  1953,  and  led 
many  trips  to  that  area  in  the  following  years. 

For  a  number  of  years  Bernie  served  as  one  of  the  Society’s 
Statisticians,  and  in  1959  he  began  a  three-year  term  as  its  President. 
Earlier  he  had  been  made  a  Fellow  of  the  Society. 

It  was  Bernie  who  introduced  the  Society  to  Judge  Phillip  A. 
Sullivan  and  who  arranged  for  the  purchase  from  him  of  our  Grand  Island 
Wildlife  Refuge,  a  project  which  Bernie  had  had  in  mind  for  some  time. 

The  area  is  becoming  an  oasis  in  the  midst  of  a  fast-growing  suburban 
community,  and  its  acquisition  at  the  price  prevailing  at  the  time  was 
a  master  stroke. 
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Bird  observation  for  identification  was  not  the  only  interest  of 
Bernie  Nathan.  He  was  also  interest  in  bird  habits  and  bird  behavior, 
as  the  following  references  in  the  Prothonotary  attest: 


1946  -  Breeding  bird  census  (Franklinville,  N.Y.)  12:  37 

1950  -  The  complete  known  status  of  the  Common  Tern  as  16:  83 

a  breeding  bird  in  the  B.O.S.  study  area 

1951  -  Cerulean  Warbler  17:  40 

1953  -  Bird  behavior  19:  17 

1954  -  Aggressiveness  of  Herring  Gulls  20:  88 

1954  -  Sharp-tailed  and  LeConte's  Sparrows  20:  23 

1954  -  What  is  Crow-Snowy  Owl  relationship?  20:  22 


On  a  number  of  occasions  Bernie  took  part  in  discussions  and 
symposiums  at  our  meetings  on  matters  of  identification  of  families  and 
species  by  their  plumage,  structure,  flight,  habits,  and  voice.  He  added 
materially  to  our  knowledge  of  ornithology,  and  we  will  miss  him  greatly 
both  at  our  meetings  and  on  field  trips.  Men  like  Bernie  will  always  be 
remembered  with  respect  and  admiration  by  their  associates  in  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society. 

Harold  D.  Mitchell 


I  have  never  forgotten  Heather  Thorpe’s  exclamation  of 
astonishment  seventeen  years  ago  when,  after  I  had  been  in  Buffalo  nearly 
two  weeks,  I  admitted  I  had  not  yet  met  Bernie  Nathan.  I  got  the 
impression  that  by  some  stupid  or  ill-advised  blunder  I  had  violated  a 
tradition l  I  had  failed  to  get  the  key  to  successful  birding  on  the 
Niagara  Frontier. 

As  Heather  advised,  I  soon  met  Bernie,  and  during  the  next 
several  years  he  was  one  of  my  most  regular  field-trip  companions.  He 
knew  the  B.O.S.  birding  areas  as  few  others  did.  Perhaps  more  than 
anyone  else,  he  always  greatly  enjoyed  showing  these  areas  to  other 
birders.  In  those  years  nobody  in  the  B.O.S.  went  birding  as  much  and  as 
regularly  as  Bernie  did.  For  him  there  was  no  philosophical  ambiguity \ 
life  was  for  birding.  He  rarely  let  anything  else  interfere,  and  on 
trips  he  frowned  on  any  and  all  activities  and  conversation  topics  that 
were  irrelevant.  He  rarely  brought  a  lunch,  and  taking  time  out  from 
birding  to  go  to  either  a  lunch  room  or  a  comfort  station  was  anathema  to 
him,  and  when  others  went  to  these  places  he  commonly  refused  to 
participate,  as  a  mild  gesture  of  implied  disapproval.  Except  when  he 
was  seriously  ill,  I  never  knew  him  to  do  anything  that  interfered  in  any 
way  with  the  effective  progress  of  the  birding  aspect  of  a  field  trip, 
as  the  rest  of  us  seem  to  do  in  one  way  or  another  with  more  or  less 
frequency  -  and  for  nearly  two  decades  he  was  a  member  of  most  of  the 
group  bird  trips  around  here. 
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For  Bernie,  every  outing  produced  many  observations  that  were 
interesting  and  important ,  whether  others  on  the  trip  thought  so  or  not. 

His  facility  and  expertness  in  the  field  placed  him  in  the 
category  with  that  select  group  of  birders  that  we  call  "the  best."  At 
finding  birds  and  picking  out  the  unusual  ones  he  was  almost  unsurpassed 0 
The  same  may  be  said  for  the  acuteness  of  his  hearing  and  his  ability  to 
identify  birds  by  their  songs  and  call  notes.  He  had  the  polite  and 
generous  habit  of  letting  his  peers  call  many  of  the  visual 
identifications  of  the  birds  that  he  spotted  and  pointed  out. 

Although  Bernie  usually  tried  to  avoid  excessive  displays  of 
enthusiasm,  it  was  easy  to  find  him  stimulating  and  inspiring  as  a 
birder.  This  fact  enabled  him  to  achieve  more  than  ordinary  success  as  a 
gentle  crusader  and  teacher.  I  have  been  much  impressed  with  the  number 
of  New  York  City’s  top  birders  in  the  middle  age  bracket  who  have  told  me 
that  it  was  Bernie  Nathan  who  got  them  interested  in  birds,  or  who  first 
taught  them  about  birds.  Also  in  Buffalo  many  have  caught  the  contagion 
of  his  unrelenting  zeal  and  have  profited  beyond  measure  from  his 
willingly  imparted  knowledge. 

In  spite  of  his  habitual  restraint,  Bernie  had  a  strange  knack  in 
his  leadership  that  conveyed  to  his  followers  the  message  that  birding  is 
not  only  interesting,  it  is  irresistible.  With  him  as  field  companion, 
this  lesson  was  subtly  but  convincingly  taught. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


I  first  met  Bernie  Nathan  in  1945.  It  was  his  amazing  ability  to 
identify  birds  by  sound  that  impressed  me  so  much. 

When  he  came  to  live  in  Buffalo  we  became  fast  friends.  From 
Bernie  I  learned  perhaps  more  about  bird  finding,  identifying,  and 
counting  methods  than  I  have  from  all  other  sources.  But  more  than  that, 
Bernie  brought  to  me  and  to  all  who  came  under  his  influence,  a  sense  of 
awareness  and  keenness  for  the  evaluation  of  beauty,  and  of  true  value. 

He  added  depth  and  vitality  to  our  field  experiences.  Bernie  always 
tended  to  be  critical,  but  his  criticisms  were  always  helpful,  courteous, 
and  kindly.  He  tried  very  hard  never  to  hurt  anyone  in  any  way.  He  was 
exceedingly  careful  in  all  that  he  did. 

Among  my  most  cherished  experiences  has  been  the  opportunity  to 
know  Bernie  Nathan  and  to  know  him  well. 

Edward  L.  Seeber 
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ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


Report  of  the  October  Bird  Count 

Date  g  October  11,  1964 

Weather  Conditions :  The  weather  was  reported  as  pleasant  by  everyone.  It 
was  sunny  with  light  northerly  winds.  The  temperature  ranged  from  26  degrees  F. 
in  the  morning  to  50  degrees  F.  in  the  afternoon. 

Species  Recorded:  Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  division  numbers  where 
the  species  was  observed  when  it  was  reported  in  three  or  fewer  divisions. 
Underlined  common  names  indicate  that  an  acceptable  detailed  written  verification 
according  to  the  "‘Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario” 
(BoOoSo,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent 
files  of  the  B.O.S. 


Loons  -  Mergansers; 


Common  Loon 

7 

Wood  Duck 

181 

Homed  Grebe 

37 

Redhead 

21 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

57 

Ring-necked  Duck 

10 

(6,13) 

Double-cr.  Cormorant 

4 

(20) 

Greater  Scaup 

73 

(4,14) 

Great  Blue  Heron 

55 

Lesser  Scaup 

278 

American  Bittern 

1 

(27) 

Common  Goldeneye 

7 

Canada  Goose 

4985 

Old squaw 

1 

(14) 

Mallard 

885 

White-winged  Scoter 

106 

Black  Duck 

421 

Surf  Scoter 

21 

(6,8,14) 

Pintail 

70 

Common  Scoter 

14 

(14,16) 

Green- winged  Teal 

122 

Ruddy  Duck 

12 

(16,20) 

Blue -winged  Teal 

186 

Hooded  Merganser 

4 

(13,20) 

American  Widgeon 

88 

Common  Merganser 

20 

(4,8,16) 

Shovel er 

2 

(5) 

Red-br,  Merganser 

32 

(4,7,16) 

Vulture  -  Rails: 

Turkey  Vulture 

23 

Osprey 

3 

(14,27) 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

1 

(26) 

Sparrow  Hawk 

26 

Cooper" s  Hawk 

6 

Ruffed  Grouse 

71 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

62 

Ring-n,  Pheasant 

119 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

22 

Turkey 

41 

(27) 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

(21) 

Common  Gallinule 

6 

(21,26) 

Marsh  Hawk 

28 

American  Coot 

378 

Plovers  -  Terns: 

Semipalmated  Plover 

16 

Least  Sandpiper 

7 

Killdeer 

704 

Dunlin 

357 

Am.  Golden  Plover 

3 

(6,20,26) 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

29 

Black-bellied  Plover 

19 

- 

Sanderling 

46 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

7 

(7,8,20) 

Red  Phalarope 

1 

(14) 

American  Woodcock 

15 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

1 

(6) 

Common  Snipe 

37 

Great  Black-b.  Gull 

20 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

1 

(21) 

Herring  Gull 

1049 

dm 
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Solitary  Sandpiper 

3  (11,28) 

Ring-billed  Gull 

4916 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

29 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

1170 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

32 

Forster’ s  Tern 

1 

(7) 

Knot 

7  (7,9) 

Common  Tern 

4261 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

32 

Black  Tern 

7 

04) 

White-To  Sandpiper 

1  (6) 

Doves 

-  Swallows? 

Rock  Dove 

232 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

8 

Mourning  Dove 

237 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

4 

Yellow-b „  Cuckoo 

2  (20) 

Yellow-b 0  Sap sucker 

9 

Black-bo  Cuckoo 

2  (22) 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

58 

Screech  Owl 

2  (8,13) 

Downy  Woodpecker 

155 

Great  Homed  Owl 

4 

Eastern  Phoebe 

63 

Short-eared  Owl 

2  (5) 

Homed  Lark 

36 

Chimney  Swift 

2  (8) 

(Eoa0praticola) 

40 

Belted  Kingfisher 

32 

Tree  Swallow 

24 

(6,7,8) 

Yellow- she  Flicker 

112 

Jays  - 

Starlings 

Blue  Jay 

60S 

Brown  Thrasher 

3 

(1,28) 

Common  Crow 

1630 

Robin 

2765 

Black- Co  Chickadee 

694 

Wood  Thrush 

7 

(16,22,28) 

Tufted  Titmouse 

5  (12,20) 

Hermit  Thrush 

39 

White-br0  Nuthatch 

1S4 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

28 

Red-bro  Nuthatch 

7 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

3 

(20,21,28) 

Brown  Creeper 

36 

Eastern  Bluebird 

100 

House  Wren 

5 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

186 

Winter  Wren 

23 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

244 

Long-bo  Marsh  Wren 

1  (6) 

Water  Pipit 

87 

Short-bo  Marsh  Wren 

1  (14) 

Cedar  WTaxwing 

341 

Mo  ckingbird 

1  (7) 

Northern  Shrike 

1 

(8) 

Catbird 

61 

Starling 

36426 

V ireos 

-  Warblers; 

Solitary  Vireo 

7 

Black-thro  Green  Warbler  5 

(7,9,12) 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

7  '  ' 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

10 

(16,21) 

Black-&-who  Warbler 

3  (9,27,28) 

Bay-breatsed  Warbler 

12 

(9,16) 

Tennessee  Warbler 

3  (8,16) 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

6 

(21) 

0range-cro  Warbler 

3  (4,6,16) 

Palm  Warbler 

14 

(1,27) 

Nashville  Warbler 

11 

NOo  Waterthrush 

2 

Magnolia  Warbler 

19 

Yellowthroat 

8 

(12) 

Cape  May  Warbler 

2  (6,n) 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

1 

Bio “thr®  Blue  Warbler 

1  (28) 

American  Redstart 

1 

(27) 

Myrtle  Warbler 

624 

House 

Sparrow  -  Fringillids: 

House  Sparrow 

8340 

Vesper  Sparrow 

226 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

670 

Slate-Co  Junco 

1592 

(4,12) 

Red-Wo  Blackbird 

56222 

Tree  Sparrow 

2 

(112) 
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Rusty  Blackbird 

640 

Chipping  Sparrow 

580 

Common  Grackle 

15811 

Field  Sparrow 

388 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

1783 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

533 

Cardinal 

72 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

1666 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

4  (21) 

Fox  Sparrow 

17 

Purple  Finch 

20 

Lincoln's  Sparrow 

6 

Pine  Siskin 

6  (12,14,21) 

Swamp  Sparrow 

109 

American  Goldfinch 

1448 

Song  Sparrow 

1801 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

73 

Lapland  Longspur 

4 

Savannah  Sparrow 

53 

Miscellaneous ;  unidentified  scaup,  30;  unidentified  ducks,  2;  unidentified 
scoters,  5;  unidentified  mergansers,  120;  unidentified  buteo  hawks,  4; 
unidentified  hawks,  1;  unidentified  shorebirds,  1;  unidentified  warblers,  4; 
unidentified  sparrows,  36.  GRAND  TOTAL,  157  species;  156,776  individuals. 


Sectional  Divisions  and  Observers:  The  following  divisions  are  those 
defined  by  the  map  "Sectional  Divisions  of  the  Territory  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society"  (1956).  The  list  gives  the  number  of  each  division 
and  the  name  of  a  place  located  in  that  division.  Underlined  names  denote  the 
individuals  or  group  responsible  for  the  coverage  of  each  division. 


1 o  Fonthill ,  Ont . 

2,  Thorold,  Ont, 

3o  Wilson,  N,Y. 

4o  Middleport,  N.Y. 

5 .  Oak  Orchard,  N.Y. 

6 ,  Port  Maitland,  Ont. 
7  o  Lowbanks,  Ont. 

8.  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

9.  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 

10.  Akron,  N.Y. 

11.  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

12.  Lancaster,  N.Y. 

13.  Batavia,  N.Y. 

14 o  Hamburg,  N.Y. 


15.  Java,  N.Y. 

16 »  Angola,  N.Y. 

17.  Cattaraugus,  N.Y. 

18.  Delevan,  N.Y. 

19.  Fillmore,  N.Y, 

20.  Dunkirk,  N.Y. 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  N.Y. 


22.  Sherman,  N.Y. 


-  Mr.  Fred  Salisbury 

-  not  covered 

-  not  covered 

-  Walter  and  Harriette  Klabunde 

-  David  L.  Thompson.  Richard  M.  Gallery 

-  Edward  L,  Seeber 

-  Bernard  Nathan.  Mary  Louise  and  Marjorie  Emerson 

-  Frances  M.  Rew,  Frances  H.  Rathbun,  Harold  and  Rachel 
Axtell 

-  John  McCormick,  C.H.  McCormick,  E.A.  Mabbette 

-  Edward  and  Alice  Ulrich,  Agnes  and  Milon  Abrams 

-  Arthur  Freitag 

-  Marie  and  Margaret  Wendling,  Mrs.  Harry  Schafer,  Mrs. 
Fred  Danner 

-  Mrs,  O.L.  Pixley 

-  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  L.  Bourne,  Mrs.  R,  Wm.  Rochester, 

Dr.  Robert  Andrle,  Mr.  Richard  Byron,  Mrs.  John  E. 
Bacon,  Mrs.  Clark  M.  Woolley 

-  not  covered 

-  E.A.  Williams 

-  not  covered 

-  not  covered 

“  Mr.  Harold  Freund 

-  Dr.  and  Mrs,  Willard  F.  Stanley,  Barbara  Bell,  Miss 
Meierhofer,  Mrs.  Musacchia 

-  Jamestown  Audubon  Society;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.G.  Burgeson, 
Mrs.  Nina  Bates,  Mrs.  Stanley  Buck,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alvin, 
Hoag,  Misses  Calla  and  Jennie  Freeman,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Francis  Patchin,  Mrs.  Laura  Waterman 

-  Jamestown  Audubon  Society:  Mrs.  Flora  Elderkin,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Pillsbuiy,  Mark  Pillsbury,  Mrs.  Arthur  Babath 
Miss  Katherine  Palmer 
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23 o  Frewsburg,  N.Y. 


24 o  Allegany  Park,  N.Y. 
25.  Allegany ,  N.Y. 

260  Cuba  Lake,  N.Y. 


27c  Bolivar,  N0Y0 


28 o  Alfred,  N.Y. 


-  Jamestown  Audubon  Society;  Mrs*  Elizabeth  Pillsburv, 
Mark  Pillsbury,  Miss  Annabelle  Hiller,  Miss  Laura 
Keller,  Mr,  Clarence  Beal,  Mre  and  Mrs.  Allen  Findley, 
William  and  Jack  Gulvin 

-  not  covered 

-  not  covered 

”  Mr0  and  Mrs„  H0B0  von  Arnim,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  D0P0  Curcio, 
Mr0  and  Mrs.  Harland  Hale,  Mr.  Fred  Meyer,  Mr0  Larry 
Meyer,  Mre  Richard  Co  Rosche 

-  Mr.  and  Mrs 0  Lou  L0  Burton,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Royce  Norton, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H0B0  von  Amim,  Mrs.  Louise  Jacoby,  Mr. 
Vernon  Larson,  Mrs.  Marjorie  Richmond,  Mrs.  Lillian 
Simons,  Mrs.  Charlotte  Cook,  Miss  Mary  George,  Mr.  and 
Mrso  Llewellyn  Casterline 

-  Mr,  and  MrsP  Carl  Rc  Burdick,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theodore 
McClure,  Miss  Mary  George,  Mrs.  Kathryn  Palmer,  Mrs. 
Dorothy  Baker,  Mr.  and  Mrs0  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Mr0 
Edward  Rayburn,  Mr.  Wilfred  Brandes,  Mr0  and  Mrs„ 
Harold  Huff cut,  Mrs,  Helen  Thomas,  Mrs.  Eva  Ford, 

Mrs.  Helen  Champlin,  Mrs.  Charles  Kinzie,  Mr,  Clarence 
Klingensmith,  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Murray  Rice,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Eddy  Foster,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Clark 


Many,  many  thanks  to  all  the  members  and  friends  who  participated  in  the 
Count.  And  a  very  particular  thanks  to  our  friends  in  the  Jamestown  Audubon 
Society  and  in  the  Allegany  County  Nature  Club.  We  appreciate  your  help.  -  Miss 
Elma  Bowen,  43  Warren  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  14217. 
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PRO  GUM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  in  the  Humboldt  Room,  Buffalo 

Museum  of  Science,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  8:00 

P.M.  from  September  to  June  inclusive. 

Jan.  13  -  Northern  Finches  by  Robert  F,  Andrle.  Report  of  the  Christmas  Bird 
Count  by  Whitney  Mallam. 

Jan0  27  -  Modern  Techniques  in  Bird  Song  Recording  by  Miss  Jodi  Bennett  of  the 
University  of  California  at  Santa  Barbara.  Report  of  the  Winter 
Waterfowl  Count  by  Harold  D,  Mitchell. 

Feb.  10  -  Florida  Birding  by  Harold  D.  Mitchell.  Illustrated  with  slides  and 
movies. 

Feb.  24  -  Ethology  and  Field  Study  of  Birds  by  Miss  Joanna  Burger  of  the  State 
University  College  at  Buffalo. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Jan.  10  -  Annual  Winter  Waterfowl  Count,  In  case  of  bad  weather  the  count  will 
be  taken  on  Jan.  17.  For  territory  assignments  contact  Harold  D. 
Mitchell  (NF  3-8612). 

Jan,  30  ~  Ontario  Plain.  Walter  and  Harriette  Klabunde,  leaders  (PL  4-4424). 

Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  in  parking  space  at  Sheridan  Plaza,  Sheridan  Drive 
and  Delaware  Road,  Tonawanda. 

Feb.  21  -  Ontario  Plain.  Leader  James  Braunberns  (NA  7-2571).  Meet  at  8:00  A.M. 
at  the  University  Plaza,  Buffalo. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  Compiler,  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde,  4923  Creek  Road, 

Lewiston,  New  York  14092 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.15  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $1.50  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer 

EDITOR:  Richard  C.  Rosche,  48  Dartmouth  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York  14215 
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INDEX  TO  VOLUME  30 


Bird  records  from  the  Noteworthy  Records  Section  and  the  B.O.S.  Bird  Count 
requiring  written  verification  reports  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of 
Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S. ,  1961)  and  its  Supplement,  are 
included  in  this  index. 


Avocet,  American,  81 
Bobwhite,  64. 

Bufflehead,  80 

Chat,  Yellow-breasted,  66,97*105 
Chickadee,  Boreal,  31*47*60 
Cuckoo,  Black-billed,  55 
Dickcissel,  19*32,82 
Dowitcher,  Long-billed,  86 
Duck,  Wood,  30 
Dunlin,  76,81,98 
Egret,  Cattle,  64*95 
Flycatcher,  Gr.  Crested,  56 
Gnau catcher,  Blue-gray,  56 
Godwit,  Hudsonian,  96 
Goldeneye,  Barrow's,  17 
Goose,  Canada 

(Bo Cohut chinsii) «,  72 

White-fronted,  30,50 
Grosbeak,  Pine,  49 
Gull,  Franklin's,  81 
Glaucous,  65 
Little,  81 
Sabine's,  96 
Heron,  Little  Blue,  80 
Ibis,  Glossy  (sp.),  5 
Jaeger,  Pomarine,  86 
Junco,  Oregon,  5*14*33*58,60 
Slate-colored, 

( J  oh . cismont anus ) ,5,14*20,33 
Kingbird,  Eastern,  fo 
Western,  87 

Kinglet,  Ruby-crowned,  14 
Kittiwake,  Black-legged,  104 
Longspur,  Lapland,  88 
Loon,  Red-throated,  103 
Magpie,  Black-billed,  65 
Martin,  Purple,  47 
Oldsquaw,  72 

Oriole,  Baltimore,  4*97*105 
Orchard,  67 
Osprey,  104 


Phalarope,  Red,  96,111 

Wilson's,  81,98 
Pipit,  Water,  48 
Plover,  American  Golden,  59 
Piping,  86 
Redhead,  76,80 
Sandpiper,  Least,  96 

Purple,  3,13,31,47*104 
Solitary,  76 
Stilt,  76 

Scoter,  White-winged,  80 
Shoveler,  46 
Shrike,  Northern,  112 
Sparrow,  Chipping,  5,20 
Field,  20 
Fox,  5 

Grasshopper,  105 
Lincoln ' s ,  88 
Swallow,  Tree,  47 
Swift,  Chimney,  55,60,96,112 
Teal,  Green-winged,  30 
Tern,  Forster's,  72 
Thrasher,  Brown,  31 
Thrush,  Swainson's,  97 
Vireo,  White-eyed,  57 
WTarbler,  Blue -winged,  57 

Chestnut-sided,  57 
Connecticut,  88 
Kentucky,  66 
Magnolia,  57 
Orange-crowned,  97 
Parula,  105 
Pine,  57,88,105 
WTilson's,  67 
Worm-eating,  57 
Waxwing,  Bohemian,  105 
Whip-poor-will,  55 
Widgeon,  European,  95 
Woodpecker,  No.  Three-toed,  3 
Red-bellied,  18,65 
Yellowthroat,  57 
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Bird  Counts 
April ,  59-62 
.  Christmas,  11-14 
January  Waterfowl,  27 
October,  111-114 
S ho rebird,  98 

Christmas  Bird  Counts  (196.3-64)  in  B.O.S.  Territory,  6-8 
Chukars  and  Bobwhites  in  Niagara  County,  91 
Demoiselle  Cranes,  68 

Descriptions  of  B.O.S.  Sectional  Divisions,  41-42 

Nathan,  Bernard  H.,  106-110 

Nesting  Records  (1964),  73;  77,  82 

The  1963  Nesting  Season  at  the  Axtells',  34-41 

Notes  and  News,  42,  91 

Notes  on  a  December  Oriole,  10-11 

Noteworthy  Records,  2-5,  16-20,  30-33,  45-50,  53-58,  64-67,  71-72,  75-76, 

80-82,  85-88,  95-97 
Addenda  to;  Vol0  29,  5 
Errata  to;  Vol.  25,  50 

Vol.  30,  50,82 

Oak  Orchard  in  Retrospect,  21-26 
One  Hundred  Grackles,  89-91 

Recent  Changes  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  99 

Statisticians'  Notes,  33,  50,  58,  88,  105-106 

Suggested  Form  for  use  in  Territorial  Write-ups,  100 

The  Month,  1-2,  16,  29,  44,  52,  63,  71,  75,  79-80,  84-85,  94,  102-103 

Thoughts  from  the  Statisticians'  about  Verifying  Write-ups,  8-10 

Turkey  at  Hamburg,  New  York,  69 
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